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“?”
Shall we pray…

Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? Is it? Are you?

Today’s sermon is filled with questions. Some I will give answers to and some you will answer in your own hearts. More than listening I pray that you will do much thinking and contemplate the answers.

Life indeed has many questions. For almost six millenniums, every person born on the face of this planet, with a rational mind has searched for answers to myriads of questions springing forth from an insatiable curiosity. 

The need to know begins as a child and continues throughout one’s lifetime. God Himself is omniscient, which means He knows everything there is to know. There is nothing that He is not aware of, nor is there any innermost thought of a created being that is concealed from His understanding. Whenever God has asked a man a question, He already knew the answer.
In Adam’s pre-transgression experience, I am sure he had many  questions for his Creator that had no reason to be recorded in scripture. However the very first recorded question in the Bible is from the arch-rebel and was directed towards Eve, on that fateful day she wandered too close to the forbidden tree and that first question is found in Gen. 3:1 The enemy of souls asked, “…hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” The very first recorded question in the Bible had the purpose of creating doubt in the mind of the creature about her Creator.
The next recorded question was posed by God Himself to Adam in Gen 3:9 “And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where [art] thou?” Since God is omniscient and omnipresent, did He know where Adam was? Yes He did. Then why did He ask Adam where he was? Do you think possibly He wanted Adam to understand where he was and in what condition he had now found himself? Knowing the penalty for the transgression, do you think maybe he was hiding to avoid the penalty, as if that were remotely possible?
The excuses and the blame game followed as Adam explained he was naked and needed to hide himself, thinking such a lame excuse would appease His Master. In Genes 3:11 God countered with two quick questions to the transgressor, “Who told thee that thou [wast] naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” These two questions were both probing and penetrating, zeroing in on the heart of the matter and bringing conviction to the transgressor. In verse 12 Adam knows he is guilty but chooses rather to blame the woman and is indirectly blaming God in the process as he retorts, “…The woman whom thou gavest [to be] with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” Adam attempts to excuse himself of any blame. God directed the next question to Eve in verse 13, “What [is] this [that] thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”

Now Eve is blaming God for indirectly she is asking, “Why did You make the serpent? Why did You allow him to come into Eden? These were the questions implied in her excuse for her sin, thus charging God with the responsibility of their fall. The spirit of self-justification originated in the father of lies and has been exhibited by all the sons and daughters of Adam. Confessions of this order are not inspired by the divine Spirit and will not be acceptable to God.

Now think about your own situation, before Jesus became your blessed hope in delivering you from your wretchedness. When a person first falls into temptation and swallows the deceiver’s bait, he or she at that point in the transgression, has the greatest amount of conviction and the resulting guilt, whether it be using drugs or alcohol, lying, cheating, stealing or forbidden sex, maliciously harming another person or even murder. Why so? Because God’s law is written on the tables of every human heart and the question is asked, “What [is] this [that] thou hast done?” Quickly justification follows with excuses and shifting blame, thereby soothing a troubled conscience. If only I had godly parents things might have been different. It’s the school’s fault or I was abused. People laughed at me. Church was boring. My friends led me astray. The boss was mean and I had no choice. It was all her fault. She asked for it and she got what she deserved. The list of excuses and people to blame is endless. But from the beginning, self must be spared any blame.
As transgressions multiply, the conscience is troubled less. For the murderer the second offense isn’t as bad as the first, until eventually he can kill without a twinge of conscience. And that’s how it goes with any transgression of God’s eternal law. Isn’t this the way it was when we were caught up in our rebellion against the rules.
Even moral and supposedly holy people, can have their hearts hardened when shown clearly from God’s Word a transgression they have chosen to commit every single week. When first exposed to the truth of the Sabbath, they are at the most important crossroads of their very existence. Saturday Sabbath is way outside their comfort zone and so the devil lets their tortured mind believe that to keep the seventh day Sabbath would cause both hardship and sacrifice. Well praise God for hardship and sacrifice. But they turn to the more knowledgeable in their own churches who in turn offer lame non-Biblical excuses and false statements and mis-quotes which seem to satisfy as well as justify their continued transgression. 
Moving on, we read that Eve gave birth to a son named Cain that she thought would be the deliverer promised in Gen. 3:15. Although raised to obey the Lord, Cain suffered a setback when he believed that the sacrifice of his finest garden produce was far superior to the bloody sacrifice of his brother Abel. But God only respected Abel’s offering. That snub got Cain extremely angry and God asked three questions of Cain in Gen. 4:6, 7 “Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.” Have we not all experienced this fact? “…and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.”Cain chose to ignore the specific instructions pertaining to the animal sacrifice and thought his way to be better. Envy coupled with a wounded pride only a short time later moved him to crush his brother’s head with a large rock. Any effort on the human’s part that is other than the specific commands of the Lord is Cain worship.
“Where [is] Abel thy brother?” was God’s question to Cain after the murder in Gen. 4:9, only to have Cain answer God with a bold faced lying question, “I know not: [Am] I my brother's keeper?” Thereby bringing another probing question from God, “What hast thou done?”
Did you ever do something you knew was wrong and immediately it was as if God was asking you the question, “What hast thou done?”

Proverbs 13:15 warns that, “…the way of transgressors [is] hard.” While Psalm 119:165 counsels, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”  

In Genesis 18 the Lord appears to Abraham and states that Sarah was to bear Abraham a son. Verse 12 says that Sarah laughed within herself and felt quite justified since it was unheard of that a 90 year old woman could bear a child. Her womb had been dried up decades before. But listen to God’s question in verse 18, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” 

Have we ever been in a seemingly impossible situation and saw no way out of the problem and failed to call on the Lord to work the impossible? God asks us, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” For some reason we know that there is no shortage to God’s miracle working power, but, we have a crisis in our own faith. We fail to ask for and expect a miracle, and the evidence therefore is withheld and God’s intervention and/or deliverance is thereby forfeited.
Exodus 5:1, “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.” Pharaoh’s response has been the question of many a man or woman down through the corridors of time. Verse 2, “Who [is] the LORD, that I should obey his voice…” Such rebellion cost Egypt its wealth, its fame among the nations and many of its firstborn. Humbled and finally yielding to the awesome power of God, he relented to let God’s people go.
Nursing his wounded pride he recovered and became determined to have the last word in the matter, only to lose the armies of Egypt with all the chariots and weapons of war, along with his own defeated life. Has anything changed even to this day? Are people really different in our age?
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy…the seventh day is the Sabbath of the lord thy God…” But the cry of the apostate Christian world today is, “Who [is] the LORD, that I should obey his voice? …”

“…therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, …saith the Lord.” But, “Who [is] the LORD, that I should obey his voice? …”

“And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he [is] unclean to you. Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they [are] unclean to you, saith the Lord” But, we will pray over it before we eat, “Who [is] the LORD, that I should obey his voice? …”
While Moses was in the mount, the people who had vowed to be faithful to the Lord, went to Aaron, the second highest leader in God’s church, and wanted him to make them gods to go before them. Rather than giving a sharp rebuke to these apostates, he joined in the apostasy and thereby not only encouraged their bad behavior, but led the revolt by making the golden calf to be worshipped.

Is anything different in God’s church today? Because the Lord delays His coming, are the people who claim to be the Remnant not doing as the world? Is not the love of display and the love of amusements and sport a high priority amongst the people of God? The world offers many idols to worship and the love of the world has many with one foot in the world and one in the church. When Moses was hastily sent by God down the mountain, he beheld the horror of the people’s rebellion and the collusion of his own brother. 
Moses asked the question that God asks His church of these last days, “Who [is] on the LORD'S side?” We are not Christ’s unless we are His wholly. A divided heart, divided service counts for no service to God; it is all for the great deceiver.
1 Kings 18:21 “And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD [be] God, follow him: but if Baal, [then] follow him.

There is no middle ground. By the words of our mouths, by the thoughts of our hearts, and by our actions we show whether we are in Christ, or if we serve the enemy of souls. And the battle rages on and your soul is the prize.

Let me now list for you all the good things that Satan has done for you, so that you can decide if he is worthy of your service and worship. How do we serve Satan? We are his agents when we gossip, complain, find fault, evil surmising, or criticize those who do good. Here is my entire list of the good things Satan has done for you. Are you ready? (Pause).  In case you missed it, I will repeat one more time, my entire list of all the good things Satan has done for you. (Pause).  

Now let me tell you about Jesus. I have a few questions for you. Did you know that the Father and Jesus loved you with an everlasting love before this world was created? Did you know that God knew you when you were in the womb? Did you realize that God’s love for you was not diminished at any point in your rebellious period? Oh how we want to be in control, and it is when we have realized how being in control only leads us to the conclusion and realization of the mess we’ve made of our lives and  we become aware of the emptiness that we feel deep down in our souls. But the Father’s love and the love of His Son never abated for one second.
The heart, so long out of tune with the Holy Spirit’s convicting power finally responds to His urgings. Isn’t it sad that a person has to reach the unpleasant experience of wallowing in the slime pit with the hogs before the naked truth of pitiful self appears in our mind’s eye in all its stark reality?
The sinner’s need of a Savior did not go unnoticed by a sin pardoning God. The intervention of the Holy Spirit upon the broken heart causes it to become open to the facts which comprised the great controversy between Christ and Satan, begun in heaven and carried down to the earth which has continued to rage for almost six thousand years in the hearts of all creatures made in the image of their Creator. So great a love which is never forced on anyone who wants no part of it, is available without measure to the heart that opens to the Savior, who knocks and waits for the invitation to come in.
The questions asked in the first verse of Isaiah 51 is, “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” Verses 2-12 bear our close inspection, “53:2 “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, [there is] no beauty that we should desire him. There was nothing at a first glance of this carpenter’s son that would have made Him to appear much different than other children. But if you had the time to get to know Him, oh how your heart would have been gladdened by the experience. 

  53:3   He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

  53:4   Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  

  53:5   But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  

  53:6   All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  Who are we Father that such an infinite sacrifice should be made? The iniquity of my transgressions should be on me for I deserve nothing less.
  53:7   He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  

  53:8   He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  

  53:9   And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither [was any] deceit in his mouth.  

  53:10   Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; (If ever there was to be salvation for sinners such as I, than it had to be according to the everlasting covenant, God had to die and bear the tortures of His created beings so that those who would respond to the greatest love this world would ever know may have the opportunity to share in the riches of an eternal existence, it had to be suffered to be so) he hath put [him] to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see [his] seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  

  53:11   He shall see of the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.”
The questions are, “How could a record of rebellious lawlessness be cleared by the actions of a repentant who confesses their seemingly endless transgressions?” “How is it possible that the innocent Lamb of God can die the death I fully deserved for the purpose of setting me free?”
Help me with my understanding Father, for I believe your promises, I just don’t understand. 
“How is it possible that my slate can be clean and what you see on my record is the righteous life of Jesus?”  
“How is it that You can love someone so unworthy as I?”
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