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“Rightly Dividing” 
Sabbath June 5, 2010

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

Isaiah 28:13 “But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, [and] there a little; …”

Shall we invite God’s presence…
2 Timothy 2:15 Paul wrote to Timothy, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
We can conclude that there is a right way to divide scripture and a wrong way to divide scripture and those that wrongly divide scripture are teaching error.

An example of wrongly dividing the scripture. John 1:19   And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 1:20   And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.  1:21   And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not.
Why did they ask him if he were Elijah? Turn back to Malachi  4:5, 6, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:  

  4:6   And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.  Now the Lord meant that He was not going to send Elijah, but he was going to send an Elijah prophet. We know that Elijah was a reformation prophet. He didn’t write any books of the Bible and he was not a prophet that brought new light. Elijah was a reformation prophet in every sense of the word. He was to get the people back to the service of God and away from idolatry.
So the priests and Levites thought that John could be Elijah based on Malachi. They believed that before the Messiah comes that Elijah was going to come back from heaven to prepare the people. So they wanted to know and asked John, “Are you Elijah?”

Now let’s see what Jesus said about Elijah, turn to Matthew 17:9 “And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.  

  17:10   And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?” 

  17:11   And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.  

  17:12   But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.  

  17:13   Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.
Was John the Baptist the Elijah prophet? Yes he was. In Luke 1:17 the angel of the Lord announced to Zacharias, “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, …”
Jesus said it over and over, look back at Matthew 11:7 “And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?  

  11:8   But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft [clothing] are in kings' houses.  

  11:9   But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.  

  11:10   For this is [he], of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  

  11:11   Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

  11:12   And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.  

  11:13   For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  

  11:14   And if ye will receive [it], this is Elias, which was for to come.  

  11:15   He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
Why did they ask John if he were Elijah? They took a symbolic prophecy and gave it a literal interpretation. They wrongly divided the scripture. And because of that they sent messengers all over the country saying that Jesus is not the Messiah, because before the Messiah should come, Elijah the prophet was to come.

Many people put their faith in the religious establishment. When they would ask the religious leaders if they should hear Jesus, the leaders said for them to have nothing to do with Jesus and His followers they are a cult. Jesus is a false Messiah. And so many sincere seekers for truth today are asking their religious leaders about these Seventh-day Adventists and what they teach. Have nothing to do with them for they are a cult. And just as many people in Christ’s day were deprived of an audience with Jesus, so today many are deprived of the precious truths of the everlasting gospel because they put their faith in their religious leaders.

But unfortunately today within Adventism there are groups who are wrongly dividing the scriptures and want to bring our people under the laws of ceremony that were nailed to the cross, namely the feast days which include the Passover. Listen to what the prophet said in Desire of Ages page 652. “Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.”


That is so clear. Communion replaced Passover and Passover has passed away forever.


 Not only was Passover done forever as a celebration, but no two feast days were ever to be celebrated simultaneously. Since 1844 the anti-typical Day of Atonement has been in progress. So you can’t be celebrating another feast day at the same time. Yet we have many intelligent SDA’s who have embraced this false doctrine.

Romans 4:15 says, “… for where no law is, [there is] no transgression.” So there had to be law in effect when Adam sinned. If there were no law, then Adam could not have sinned. What law did Adam break?
 #1. God said don’t eat it or you’ll die, the serpent said eat it ye shall not surely die. So Adam accepted the serpent as his god and broke the first commandment. Did he break the 1st commandment? Yes he did.

#2. Adam made an idol of his wife, breaking the second commandment. The Bible commands men to love their wives, but not to worship them as though they were a god. Adam did that when his wife persuaded him to go against what God had commanded. Did he break the 2nd commandment? Yes he did.
#5. Did Adam dishonor his Father? Yes. Did he break the 5th commandment? Yes he did.

#6. Thou shalt not kill. Did Adam break this commandment? Yes he did because he had conditional immortality and lost it in transgression. He committed self-murder and passed death on to his posterity.

#7. In Ezekiel 23 we read about the children of Israel being unfaithful to God and were guilty of spiritual adultery. Adam and Eve committed spiritual adultery as they were unfaithful to God. Did Adam break the 7th commandment? Yes he did.
#8. The tree of knowledge of good and evil were not Adam’s property. It belonged to God and they stole from it. Did Adam break the 8th commandment? Yes he did.

#9. When confronted by Jesus as to what they did, they started the blame game and both tried to justify their own actions. And every son of Adam since has been guilty of self-justification and false witness. Did Adam break the 9th commandment? Yes he did.

#10. What about the 10th commandment? Did Eve covet the forbidden fruit? The scripture says, Gen. 3:6 “And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, …”

So the scripture says, “… for where no law is, [there is] no transgression.” So there had to be a moral law in force back in Eden or there could be no transgression. We just listed 8 commandments broken by their foolish act.
Let me ask you, did the ceremonial law exist in the Garden of Eden? No it did not. Paul says in Galatians 3:19 “Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was added because of transgressions, …” So this makes it clear that there had to be a moral law in force which would have caused Adam to be a transgressor, and another law, the ceremonial law of Moses was added because of transgression.

The ceremonial law did not exist in Eden and had they never sinned, there never would have been a ceremonial law. But because of sin, another law was added.

1. The ceremonial Law of Moses was a type of the plan of salvation. It didn’t exist in the Garden before sin since there was no need for one. DA page 23 says, “The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. … God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency…”

2. The Moral Law is eternal. Luke 16:17 “And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.” This is one of the strongest statements in all of the Bible and what makes it so strong is the person making the statement. Hebrews 1:1 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by [his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 1:3 Who being the brightness of [his] glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” Jesus said, “And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.” The Creator said it would be easier for heaven and earth to pass away than a small part of a letter in the law to fail. The law is eternal and unchangeable.
3. The Ceremonial Law would come to end when Jesus would come. Galatians 3:19 “…It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come…” This verse makes it clear when the ceremonial law began, after Adam sinned, and when it would end, till the seed, Jesus, should come and he took it out of the way nailing it to the cross. We know the ceremonial law requiring animal sacrifice was instituted back then because the son of Adam, Abel, brought an animal sacrifice. No animals had to be sacrificed in Eden before sin. Adam knew that every time he had to slay an animal because of sin, it represented the death of His Creator Who one day would pay the price on the cross. Before Jesus they looked forward to the cross. Since the cross we look back to the cross. Do we need to slay animals anymore? No, they were the types of Jesus and Jesus was the Great anti-type. After the cross there is no Biblical record of any apostle offering an animal sacrifice. The ceremonial law was temporary while the moral law was and is eternal.
4. The Bible says the moral law is the law of liberty. James 1:25 “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, …” James 2:10   For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all. 2:11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 2:12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.  The Ten Commandments are called the law of liberty and whoever keeps them is free indeed. The devil leads people, especially the young, that if you keep the commands that you are restricted in some way, but whoever willfully breaks them is in bondage and under the curse of the law which is death. The sinner is the one who is restricted. 
Jesus said so in John 8:34, “Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” That means he is a slave of sin.

What about the ceremonial law? Paul wrote in Galatians 5:1 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” What is the yoke of bondage? Acts 15:1, 5 “And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, [and said], Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.  

  15:5   But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command [them] to keep the law of Moses.”
What is the law of Moses? That’s the ceremonial law that the Pharisees and Jewish Christians were trying to get the Gentile Christians to keep, but the Gentile Christians recognized it for what it was, a yoke of bondage.

And look how Peter stands up in verse 7 and answered them in verse 10, “Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?”

The ceremonial law is not a law of liberty as it was added because of transgression and is what Paul calls the yoke of bondage.

Jesus said in John 8:36 “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

So many today who wrongly divide the word of truth are putting themselves back under the yoke of bondage. Let us rightly divide the word of truth so that we may be set free. When we were convicted of sin, and what it cost God through Jesus on the cross, and then confessed the sin with a repentant heart, God proved faithful and just to forgives us those sins and cleansed us from all unrighteousness, and we stood before God as though we had never sinned, we were justified and we wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness. We no longer have to sin because God makes all the power that was available to Jesus, when He walked in this vale of tears, available to us, as He imparts that power to us so that we can live victorious Christian lives in our sanctified walk.

Shall we pray…  
