Sabbath June 7, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
REMEMBER THE SABBATH?

By Deacon Leroy Penn

My sermon today is entitled, REMEMBER THE SABBATH? Why the question mark?  Because, I plan to ask and answer a great deal of questions concerning the Sabbath.

I want to start by saying this…..the Lord wants you to serve him and in return, he will give you the gift of life on his new earth. The devil has one plan…..serve him and …..die.  In my sermon I will discuss one of the main ways he has of fooling you into serving him…..best known as…Sunday worship.

May we now invite the Lord into our hearts, and into our church, with a prayer…..

Our heavenly Father…..we cannot thank you enough for watching over us during the night, and waking us this morning. We thank you for allowing us to arrive here safely to serve you…..on your special day. A day that you have blessed, and hallowed…..the Sabbath day. All during the week the devil has put stumbling blocks in our way, and has given us so many things to keep our minds off of you. The devil knows that his time is short. It is so sad that you gave us six days, and all that you asked for, was for us to…..REMEMBER THE 7th DAY, and keep it HOLY.

Have we remembered the Sabbath day? Father as you look down from heaven, you can see a church with empty seats. During our final days on this evil earth, every seat should be full right now.

But Lord…..the Sunday churches are full, full of lost souls, that the devil has fooled into thinking that Sunday, is the Sabbath. The devil is getting a good laugh, and as a matter of fact, he wants to laugh us to…death. Jesus, wake up the Sunday worshippers, show them which is the Sabbath.

Father, we are not going to condemn the Sunday worshippers, because many of them have been led astray…..Father…..we have all sinned, and come short of your glory. Forgive us Father, for our transgressions.

I want to say a special prayer for my incarcerated brothers…..especially Curbie Artis, who once again was turned down for parole. Let him know, Jesus that he is being held at Mecklenburg Correctional Center for a reason. The reason…..his work for you is not over.

Father, a special prayer for all of the sick in this church today. The devil has attacked us with bad hearts, kidneys, eyesight, back pain and yes, even mental stress. We realize Father, that today, is the first day of the rest of our life, and we want to spend everyday with you. Please continue to bless us Jesus, as we continue to do your will. 

In your name we pray…..AMEN.

REMEMBER THE SABBATH? So many of us would answer that question by saying No, why?
1. Because so many of us do not know what day the true Sabbath is.



We should all attend church on the Sabbath…..why?

2. Because the enduring things of life, faith, hope and love is stressed there.
3. Because the routine of life is opened to the entrance of finer and 

higher things.
4. Because we are God hungry by creation, and we may find Him in the Sanctuary.

5. Because public worship sincerely engaged, helps us to draw nearer to God.

6. Because the sins, cares and responsibilities of our daily lives can be more finely dealt with.

7. Because the church is the mightiest agency on earth for the realization of human progress.

8. Because it relates mankind to God, and to one another.

9. Because Jesus Christ, the Savior of all who believe went himself, and urges all to do like wise.

    These are some of the reasons why to attend church…..

    The next question, ask certain people why they attend church on Sunday?

1. Because my grandparents, and Mom, and Dad all went on Sunday…..Sunday has to be the correct day.

2. I have been going so long and I am too old to change now.

3. I think that any day that you go to church is a Sabbath day.

4. My pastor says that it is in the Bible to attend church on Sunday.

     Brothers and sisters, we have all been lied to. The Bible says in Exodus 20:8, “REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY.” The fourth commandment did not say, choose a day to be the Sabbath; it clearly states that the 7th day is the Sabbath, As for the Reverends that are preaching, tell them to show you in the bible where Sunday is the Sabbath. Sunday was made to worship the sun god…..Exodus, chapter 20 the third verse…”THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS 

     BEFORE ME.”

     The Lord gave us the Ten Commandments and especially the 4th. as Commandments, and not suggestions.

    As for our Sunday churches, I attended them for over twenty years, I attended Presbyterian, Baptist, Reformed Zion Union, and even while working at the prison, the Muslim Nation of Islam. Most of these churches taught…..Love thy neighbor…..go to the party on Friday night, go shopping on Saturday, go to the dance on Saturday night and come to church on Sunday. The Lord will forgive you, and that is all you have to do to get to heaven.

    In all the times I attended these churches, I never heard about the book of Daniel, or the book of Revelation. So the 7th day is the Sabbath day, for what reason should we keep it Holy? Turn and read Exodus 20:11. So for whom, was the Sabbath made? In the book of Mark 2:27, it says, “And he said unto them, the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.

     When did God bless, and sanctify the 7th day? Turn to the book of Genesis 2: 2-3 and read. Even back in the days of Moses, the 7th day was a special day. Exodus 16:22, tells us that on the 6th day the people gathered twice as much bread, so that they would not have to work on the Sabbath day.

     REMEMBER THE SABBATH?  Many of those people back then forgot to keep it holy, turn and read Exodus 16:27.

     Even to this day, people are still doing what they want to do on the Sabbath. They just don’t realize that this is what the devil wants, and I remind you that the devil wants to kill you.

     The Lord made a promise to Israel, through Jeremiah, if they kept the Sabbath. Jeremiah 17:24-25 “And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the Lord, to bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, to do no work therein;” “Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain forever.”

     But what would happen if they would not honor the 7th day Sabbath? Jeremiah 17:27 “But if you will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.”

      When Christ was on earth, how did he regard the Sabbath? “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.” Luke 4:16
      Brothers and sisters, the Lord is putting us to the test. Which Sabbath do we keep? Keep the 7th day Sabbath, and you will live with the Lord forever. Keep Satan’s counterfeit Sabbath, Sunday, and you will be lost forever.  

      The 4th commandment is a part of God’s law. Matthew 5:17 says, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” Those were the words of Jesus.

      So how long will God’s Law endure? Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

      The devil has won over the papacy, and the papacy will try to change God’s law. In Daniel 7:25 it says, “And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.”
      One of the leading ways to win you from Christ, is to exalt yourself into changing God’s law. The papacy has claimed authority to change God’s law. The pope is of no great authority and power that he can modify, explain or interpret divine laws. The pope feels that he has so much power that he is actually God on earth. Ask the papacy which day is the true Sabbath, and they will say, Saturday, the 7th day.

      Then ask them, why then do they want people to honor the 1st day Sunday? They will say, BECAUSE WE TRANSFERRED THE SATURDAY SABBATH TO SUNDAY, BECAUSE WE HAVE THE POWER….. (Remember the leader, the pope is God on earth.)

      My friends, read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of Sunday…..

      THE SCRIPTURES SANCTIFY…..THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OF SATURDAY.

       But most of our world does not sanctify Saturday. The change of the Saturday Sabbath to the Sunday Sabbath came through a gradual transference; a voluntary celebration of the resurrection, a custom without pretence of divine authority.

       One of the earliest persons to make a law concerning changing the

Sabbath was the Roman military leader, Emperor Constantine the great. In 321 AD, this statement and law was issued by him:
       “On the venerable Day of the Sun let the magistrates and people residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed. In the country, however, persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawful continue their pursuits; because it often happens that another day is not so suitable for grain-sowing or for vine planting; lest by neglecting the proper moment for such operations the bounty of heaven should be lost. 

(Given the 7th day of March, Crispus and Constantine being consuls each of them for the second time.)” – Codex Justinianus, lib. 3, tit. 12,3; translated in History of the Christian Church, by Phillip Schaff (Scribners, 1902 ed.), vol. 3, p. 380.

       This edict, issued by Constantine, who first opened the way for the union of the church and state in the Roman Empire, in a manner supplied the lack of a divine command for Sunday observance.

       Everyone who worships on Sunday is keeping the law. But not God’s Law.  But the law of …...THE CATHOLIC CHURCH….. continue to bow to Sunday, and you are bowing to the devil. When asked to bow to Satan, Jesus replied in Matthew 4:10 “It is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”
      What kind of worship does our Savior call that which is not according to God’s commandments, Matthew 15: 9 says, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”

      My friends, it is time for us to make the choice, our time is running out. When you leave here today, go out into the world, and spread the message that Saturday is the true Sabbath day. Keep the Saturday Sabbath day holy, and you will live forever with Jesus Christ. Continue to honor Sunday, and you will be lost forever…..

        I don’t know about you, but as for me, and my house we are going to serve the Lord…..

        When you get home read Revelation 14: 6-12. Read it over and over and share what you have read to the lost…..Shall we pray.

        Father, I want to thank you for opening my eyes, and making me realize that the 7th day is your true Sabbath. Like everyone in this church, I was fooled into thinking that Sunday was your day. But now, we all know, and we REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY AND KEEP IT HOLY. Father, please fill up these empty seats, and bring the lost souls home. Jesus, we know that the 7th day is your Sabbath, and we will continue to do your will by keeping it holy. In Jesus name we Pray……AMEN
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