June 9, 2007

Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
 “The Arm of Flesh” 

The Sermon title is, “The Arm of Flesh” 

Shall we invite God’s presence so as to enlighten our understanding…              
Two Sabbaths ago I mentioned a friend of the church who had asked the minister at the church she attends, “Why do we keep Sunday holy and not the seventh day Sabbath of the Bible? The pastor’s reply was, “Because Jesus changed it.” She asked where it says that in the Bible and he told her, “It’s in there.” The conversation ended.

I have no doubts that that Pastor wants to be saved, just as much as you do or I do, and I also believe that he was giving her an answer he thought to be right. I believe that he is quite typical of most pastors of all denominations who shepherd flocks, ours included. 

But, do you realize how dangerous it is to trust any man, just because he has been through seminary and ordained a pastor? Not only ordained pastors, but today there are ordained elders and lay pastors who stand in pulpits and preach deception as well as many deceivers who have been ordained by paying the right fee, who have never been to a seminary or been properly ordained; yet they work to win the trust of many, not really having the eternal interests of their congregations in mind. And most of the hearers have no idea what they are forfeiting by trusting these wolves in sheep’s clothing. Jesus has warned us in scripture, Revelation 3:11. Let’s turn there please. “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” That’s Jesus speaking and when He says NO MAN, what does that mean? No man!
Maybe a man has been through seminary and maybe he excelled in all his classes, but I ask you what is a man with a finite intelligence and a few years in an earthly school compared to the enemy of souls who was endowed with a superior intellect, and has been in the school of human behavior for almost six thousand years?

The problem is and always has been a pride issue. Ordained a pastor and called by God’s name Reverend, he or she quickly becomes filled with self, rather than emptied of self. He or she finds that the members of his or her congregations trust implicitly whatever he or she says, even if it is contrary to scripture. In some churches, there are those of the congregation that treat the pastor as a king, somehow forgetting that “… all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 Respect for a person’s position is one thing, but adoration should be given to no man, only the man Jesus. 
I am not here today to tell you what I think, from my perspective, about those who stand in the pulpits to be the mouthpiece of God. I am going to tell you from God’s Word what He thinks, not only of the speaker, but of the hearers as well, and so let us turn first to Jeremiah 17:5 “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.” 
Satan is playing for keeps. He wants you to be lost and he is pulling out all stops to make your loss certain. In some cases the pastors may be sincerely deceived. It is Satan that wants you to trust your salvation to a man. In most churches it is a matter of tradition and that church has always done it this or that way. So who would a pastor be to make any changes, even when the traditional belief contradicts the clear Word of God? This is the truth, and bringing it home we have only ourselves to blame if we are lost; the result of a failure to read and understand all the clear warnings and reproofs in scripture plus the additional light Jesus has given this church through the spirit of prophecy. 

2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  Speaking about the Bereans, Acts 17:11 says, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” These two scriptures tell us two very important things that God expects of us. The first is that we are to study the scriptures and the second is that we are to search daily. This does not imply a casual quickie read, rather a deep study, searching for the precious truth hidden there. 
Now understand that no person can do anything to insure the salvation of another individual. It is our record only that will stand in the judgment. We are not to put our trust in a man; we are to put our trust in God’s Word and make sure that whatever any person has said is from God’s Word and not his/her own thoughts.
That said let us now look at what God says in His Word regarding those shepherds entrusted with leading the flock, God’s people. Keep in mind that religious leaders in scripture are also called priests, watchmen, shepherds & pastors. In Malachi God makes an indictment of the shepherds.
Malachi 2:7-9 “For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.” Here is a serious charge against any shepherd who does not uphold all ten of God’s commandments.
Most pastors are nice, moral people. I am secretary at the local clergy association. The pastors and the priest are very nice people. They do not go around with intentions of hurting anyone. But when they withhold truth or when they do not hold the Ten Commandments as a high standard, then they cause people to stumble at the law. When they do not proclaim the good news about God’s true Sabbath; rather continue to uphold Satan’s counterfeit Sabbath, than they are partial in the law.

Turn to Isaiah 30:9, 10 “That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:”

The Christian church today has worked its way into full blown apostasy. They don’t want to hear God’s Law; they want their pastors to preach smooth messages, love sermons which tickle their ears. They don’t want their sins pointed out, they want salvation in sin. This is true also in Adventism today. So the pastors who are tied to their pensions and paychecks oblige, and week after week it is love without obedience.

Ezekiel 22:26, 28 “Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they showed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. And her prophets have daubed them with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken.”

God has clearly shown in His Word what is clean and what is unclean. But today’s pastors say there is no difference; just pray over it and eat it.  Religious leaders snub God’s holy Sabbath, hiding their eyes from it, while lifting the profane, Satan’s counterfeit Sabbath. They say thus saith the Lord, “Jesus changed the Sabbath,” when the Lord hath not spoken.
Let us look at what Jesus said in Mark 7:6-9, 13 “He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” Verse 13 “Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.”

As it was then, so it is now, obedience to God is trumped by tradition. Jesus calls it vain worship. He was quoting Isaiah. Isaiah 29:13 “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:”  
Now I want you to listen to what God calls the pastors, the watchmen for the flock, in Isaiah 56:10-12 “His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.” In my 47 years in this church I have watched the theology change from historic settled beliefs, to whatever meets your self-sanctified reasoning. But there is no dualism in God’s Word; truth is truth, everything else is falsehood. I ask who has silenced the voices of the watchman?
It has been the case with ancient Israel, so it is the case with modern spiritual Israel; because they have forsaken the Law of God, God will ultimately have to reject and destroy the very people He tried to save. Without God’s Law, they are left to their sins, and no one will be saved in them.
Hosea 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”

Again in Matthew 15, Jesus reprimanded the Pharisees for their violation of the fifth commandment and instituting a tradition, which Jesus calls vain worship. And the leaders are the blind leading the blind.

Matthew 15:3, 6, 8, 9, 14 “But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?” verse 6 “And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.” Verses 8,9 “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Verse 14 “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”

Do you see, the people trust their leaders with their salvation, but ultimately it will be to their eternal loss?
Revelation 22:18, 19 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”

What a dangerous thing it is to add or subtract from God’s Word. But that is precisely what most of the newer Bible versions have done such as the NIV, the RSV, etc., plus the more recent politically correct and gender neutral versions. But as dangerous as they are, many a pastor stands in the pulpit with traditional beliefs contrary to scripture, preached as though it were scripture, with all believing that it must be in the Holy Scriptures. 
Deuteronomy 4:2 “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.  ”

Proverbs 30:5 ,6 “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

To add words or to subtract words from God’s Word is to put oneself in the category of a liar, and as Revelation 21:8 tells us, all liars will die the second death. 

Listen to God’s charges against the pastors through the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 23:1-4 “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.  And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.”
Jeremiah 50:6 “My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their restingplace.” Even today there are now many pastors who no longer hold up the sanctity of God’s resting place, the Sabbath. After worship, many eat out in restaurants with their church members. Not a few churches are serving coffee and flesh foods are found at fellowship meals.
The prophet Ezekiel had a similar charge against the pastor/shepherds in Ezekiel 34:2, 4-10. We won’t go there right now but you may want to study it later. Ezekiel 34:2, 4-10.
How can anyone plead ignorance if they are studying the very words of Jesus? Matthew 5:19 “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
What comes from the lips of a pastor is either truth backed up by the Word of God, or it is truth mingled with deceit, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan.

Turn now to Proverbs 12:17, 19, 22, “He that speaketh truth showeth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit.” Verse 19 “The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment.” Verse 22 “Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.”

Jeremiah 6:13 “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.”

2 Peter 2:1, 2 “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, (damnable heresies is the correct terminology for the new theology) even denying the Lord that bought them, (for example, they say that Jesus came with the unfallen nature of Adam – that is a denial of Jesus) and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” (Today the liberals appear to be in the majority in the church and the followers of the evil called truth, are also gaining large numbers).
If a pastor fully understood the ultimate penalty of their responsibility to the flock of God’s people, there would be a whole lot more truth, where now there is so much error. Listen to this from the prophet Ezekiel in chapter 3:17-21 “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.  Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.” If a pastor really understood the weight of these verses, he would stop trying to be everyone’s friend, and he would take the position of a pastor as God would have him. He would cry aloud and spare not and show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law. 
2 Thessalonians 2:10, 11 “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:”
Isaiah 66:4 “I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not.”

In conclusion let me say this. There are a lot of con-artists (wolves) posing as holy men (sheep). But there are many pastors who are sincere to an extent, but may be sincerely deceived. They do not need our scorn, they need our prayers. They want the same thing we want, to spend eternity with Jesus. However due to a critical lack in their training, combined with tradition, and outside influences, they lead God’s people in a direction Satan would have them go. Most who feel saved because of a past confession will never see heaven because they believe they can keep on sinning and God will save them anyway. The Bible is clear. Matthew 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.” In Matthew 7:22, 23 “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” God wants to save all of mankind, however most will be lost because of un-forgiven sin which Jesus called iniquity.
If Jesus came today will He say to you, “Well done good and faithful servant” or might He say, “I never knew you, depart from me?” We are not left with much time to get it right. 

Shall we pray…
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