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Lesson Handout June 9, 2007              

The Remnant
Subject: God’s remnant (A peculiar people) and what makes them different?

Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
“And the dragon (Satan) was wroth (Extremely Angry) with the woman, (God’s true church – Revelation 12) and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which (They are identifiable by two specific characteristics) keep the commandments of God, (#1- They keep all 10 commandments and most notably the fourth) and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (#2- They have the true gift of the spirit of prophecy which is the testimony of Jesus Christ) Revelation 19:10 “And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
Now let’s clear up one thing from the start. Even though the Seventh-day Adventist Church has been identified by many as the Remnant Church, it must be clarified that the denomination is not the remnant, however, the remnant will only be found within the body of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The largest segment of those who have membership in the Seventh-day Adventist church, are not fully consecrated in their connection.
The word remnant means a remaining piece or part. In a carpet store, the remnant is the last piece at the end of the roll. So, the remainder of God’s true church in these last days is stated as “… the remnant of her seed,” in Revelation 12:17 above. What does it mean “her seed”?

Turn to Genesis chapter 3:1-15 Verse 1 “Now the serpent was more subtle (subtle means to be deceitfully cunning) than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  Here Satan is planting the seed of doubt. The woman’s response is in Verses 2, 3 “And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  She has clearly stated the “thesis” which is the truth as God gave it to them. Now Satan has her set up to receive the first lie which is the “antithesis” or the exact opposite. The antithesis blends truth with error, seeking the desired result which would be the “synthesis,” a new thesis of truth mixed with error. So in Verse 4 we read “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:” God clearly stated to Adam and Eve the results in store for rebellion. Satan declared the opposite to be truth. God said you would die.  The devil says no.  God told the truth, yet the majority of the people in the Christian church and the heathen world are following the lie that Satan told.  They believe that people die—but not surely die. Now Satan adds more deception to give his lie added weight in an attempt to alter her thinking so as to accept the lie and believe it to be the new truth. Verse 5 “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. Satan has successfully changed her thinking. He has her set up to fall for the three things that cause all to stumble which we read in 1 John 2:15, 16 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
Now we will see how this happens in verses 6 & 7 “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (the lust of the flesh,) and that it was pleasant to the eyes, (the lust of the eyes,) and a tree to be desired to make one wise, (the pride of life,) she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.  

What Satan used on Adam and Eve, he also used on the angels in heaven, and it is called “dialectical praxis” or “diaprax” for short. He has used it with great success on the whole Christian world. The Bible states the “thesis” which is the absolute truth. The church, under the influence of Satan’s power, guidance and leadership, gets the followers to accept the “antithesis,” or the deception which has some truth blended with error, leading to a “synthesis” which is believed to be the truth, but is in effect truth mixed with error, or a “new” theology. 

For example, God’s Word is very clear pertaining to the truth regarding the seventh day Sabbath. That is the “thesis.” The “antithesis,” which has no foundation in scripture, says we worship on Sunday in honor of the resurrection. This has truth mixed with error. The truth is Jesus rose on the first day of the week. The error is that there is no Divine authority for such a change. We end up with a “synthesis” (Sunday worship), which is error believed to be truth.

You can find this the case with many other doctrinal issues such as “the state of the dead.” The Bible states death as a “sleep.” The new theology has people in heaven or hell at death which pushes Satan’s lie that you do not surely die. The same is true regarding “the second coming of Jesus.” The “secret rapture” is the “synthesis,” or the truth mixed with error; and many other doctrines we have been studying for over six months. We have exposed the deceptions by studying the truth.

Let’s return to Genesis chapter 3. In verses 8-13 we find Adam and Eve hiding from the Lord and then they start into their excuse making and blame game. Adam puts the blame on God for giving him the woman that caused him to eat, and the woman blames the serpent; neither accepting the responsibility for their actions.  

I want us now to focus in on verses 14 & 15. “And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

Herein lies the promise of a Redeemer for those who will be faithful to God. “And I will put enmity…” Enmity would be bitter experiences and feelings. “…between thee and the woman,” That is between Satan and His true church. “and between thy seed and her seed; …” This means between those who follow Satan and all false religions including apostate Christianity, and the seed of the woman, which would include all the faithful followers that would live in the next six millenniums, including Abel and Seth, Enoch and Noah, Abraham and Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, Moses and David, Peter, John and Paul, the Waldensian Christians and the millions put to a martyr’s death in the dark ages by Papal decree, reformers like Huss and Jerome, Wycliffe and Luther, and all the faithful right up to the present day who will not compromise and who would rather face death than violate one of God’s sacred commandments. These are the seed of the woman, God’s church.  

Now let’s read Revelation 12:17 once more, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

The remnant are not necessarily a denomination, rather they are a movement of God started in the 1800’s and they are found today within the body of the Seventh-day Adventist church. But there are many of God’s people who will come out of the apostate Catholic and Protestant churches and join God’s remnant believers before the close of probation comes down on this corrupted planet in rebellion. We know this to be a fact as we studied last week in Revelation 18 verse 4, where those under the latter rain power of God’s Holy Spirit, are giving the call to God’s people to separate from the Satanic influences of Satan’s followers in Babylon. “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” God wants to save everyone, but as the scripture says in Matthew 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.” The call goes to everyone, but God cannot choose to save but few; the reason being is because the majority choose to stay with the deceived.
I have stated that the Seventh-day Adventist denomination is not the remnant church, but that the remnant church will only be found within the Seventh-day Adventist denomination. Let me explain as that does sound a little confusing. Truth stands on its own and the truth is that there are two types of Seventh-day Adventists. There are the nominal SDA’s (in name only) who either attend church each week, returning their tithe and singing the songs, but as Jesus said in Matthew 15:8 “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.” This is the place found by a large number of the 15+ million SDA’s around the world. Every church has nominal Christians who are self-deceived into thinking that just being there is scoring good points with God. And that’s what Satan wants them to believe, but in reality they continue in their cherished sins and their lives are marked by compromise after compromise. When the time of trouble comes, they will be amongst the first to jump ship.
The other group is much smaller in number, but they comprise the “remnant” believers of God’s last day church.

Let’s now take a look at what a remnant believer is. In 1 Peter 2:9 we read “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:”   
The Jewish nation was once chosen to represent God on earth, but because of unbelief and hardness of heart, they lost their favored position. Peter here declares that God has now assigned the privileges and responsibilities of the Jewish nation, to the Christian community, not as a national group, but as a people called out of every nation to constitute one spiritual entity. More than any other generation of believers, this, the final generation before Jesus comes, is the “chosen generation” for the last days. “… a royal priesthood,” As priests, Christians are to offer to God themselves as living spiritual sacrifices, a body of believers completely dedicated to God. They need no human priest or pastor serving as a mediator between them and God, for Jesus is their mediator. 1 Timothy 2:5. “… an holy nation,” It is the Christian community that is to be the “holy nation” that Israel was called to be. “…a peculiar people;” The Greek word for peculiar is “peripoiesus” and it means “possession” “an acquisition” “ones own property.” The expression peculiar people used here means “a people whom God has come into possession of” or “a people whom God has acquired for Himself.” And of course these are people who have come out of a spiritual darkness into his marvelous light of absolute truth.
For the most part, just as God once took Israel out of Egypt, He could not get Egypt out of the minds of most of those He called His people; their hearts were still in Egypt. Today Egypt represents sin and compromise, and through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, most of the Christian community is choosing to be on the broad road to destruction. Sunday is the weekly social hour where a community of “so called” professed believers come together for an emotional, feel good time. For that matter there are many larger and some smaller Seventh-day Adventist churches who closely imitate their Sunday counterparts. God is viewed as a “grandfatherly” old gent who winks at cherished sins and somehow is not upset with their casual dress, display of flesh and the bedlam of noise produced by the raucous music that rivals the rock and rap music of the secular world. They bring in rock bands, clowns, puppets, mimes, drama presentations, etc., all with the hope that they will bring people into the church; but it is no more than entertainment for the unconverted and an abomination to God.  
What should the “remnant” people of God be like? For one, they are aware of the “Highness” and the “Holiness” of the God they serve and they approach Him with due reverence. They keep all Ten Commandments and as previously mentioned, would prefer death before they would willingly disobey one of God’s sacred commands. They are a people who will not engage in any distortion of truth, no matter how minimal the exaggeration may seem. There are no such things as degrees of a lie. A fib, or a so called white lie is still a lie or false witness and all liars will be lost. Rev 21:8. Their conversation is pure and holy and beyond reproach. 1 Peter 1:15 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;” We are commanded to be nothing short of holy individuals. 1 Peter 1:16 “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”

You will not find guile or deceit in the mouth of the “remnant” people of God. 1 Peter 2:21, 22 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:”  

And they are a healthy people, recognizing that their bodies are not their own, but as a faithful steward or tenant, they will not allow anything that can harm or defile their bodies to enter it, be it by way of the eyes, the ears or the mouth. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Therefore the consecrated Christian will purpose to obey the command to eat and drink to the glory of God by abstaining from all intoxicating liquors, tobacco in all its forms, all unclean meats, narcotics, tea, coffee, cola drinks, and other harmful substances. 

Psalm 101:2, 3 “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:” Isaiah 33:15 “He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;”  
God’s “remnant” people will do nothing to foster pride within themselves, nor will they choose to call attention to themselves with ornamentation, or  knowingly tattoo their body. 
Pride - Proverbs 6:16-19 “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.”  Proverbs 29:23 “A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.” Matthew 23:12 “And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.” 1 Peter 5:5, 6 “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:”
Ornamentation and dress – The remnant people follow the Bible principle of modesty and simplicity in dress, refraining from the wearing of earrings, necklaces, bracelets, beads, rings and any form of adornment that draws attention to oneself, so that your influence might reflect the inner adornment of a life that will attract men and women to Jesus. They will refrain from style of dress that is out of keeping with the Bible rule of modesty.

Exodus 33:5 “For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.”  This is a command of God to His people. “Put off thy ornaments from thee.” That is clear and it needs no human interpretation to make it say something it does not say.

1 Timothy 2:9-10 “In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, (broidered hair is when jewels are weaved into the hair, also includes elaborate braiding, all designed to call attention to self) or gold, or pearls, or costly array;  But which becometh women professing godliness with good works.”  
1 Peter 3:3, 4 “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, (plaiting - elaborate braiding of hair) and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” 
Tatooing – Leviticus 19:28 “Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD.”
God’s “remnant” people will refrain from all worldly amusements and sinful practices such as dancing, card playing, theater-attending, novel reading, sports, the watching of unprofitable television programs, and by shunning all other questionable worldly amusements. 1 John 2:15 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  James 1:27 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”  James 4:4. “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”
Exercise is very important, but engaging in any form of sporting event that pits one person against another, or one team against another, with the idea of beating the opponent for the glory of the win, does not foster a Christ-like spirit, rather the characteristics of Satan are strengthened.

God’s “remnant” people recognize their responsibility to share the everlasting gospel with others, living committed lives in witness and in example, and to lead men and women to surrender their lives to Christ?  

Matthew 28:19, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”

The “remnant” people of God know that when Jesus comes to receive His redeemed people, that there will be an immense celebration in heaven called the marriage supper of the Lamb. They will not be celebrating here in this life until then. Rather they will be sighing and crying for the abominations in the church. Ezekiel 9:4 “And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.” The following statement is from the 3rd volume of the Testimonies to the Church, page 267, “Who are standing in the counsel of God at this time? Is it those who virtually excuse wrongs among the professed people of God and who murmur in their hearts, if not openly, against those who would reprove sin? Is it those who take their stand against them and sympathize with those who commit wrong? No, indeed! Unless they repent, and leave the work of Satan in oppressing those who have the burden of the work and in holding up the hands of sinners in Zion, they will never receive the mark of God's sealing approval. They will fall in the general destruction of the wicked, represented by the work of the five men bearing slaughter weapons. Mark this point with care: Those who receive the pure mark of truth, wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost, represented by a mark by the man in linen, are those "that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done" in the church. Their love for purity and the honor and glory of God is such, and they have so clear a view of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, that they are represented as being in agony, even sighing and crying. Read the ninth chapter of Ezekiel. 
Somehow, somewhere and at sometime in the centuries past, man has lost his true understanding of a Just and Holy God. There is found both an irreverence in the sanctuaries of the churches and a bedlam of noise that drives the Spirit of God from their midst. They receive instead the unholy spirit and the folly that follows, which includes manifestations of “gibberish” called “speaking in tongues” and the falling of bodies that are called “slain in the spirit” is called the working of the Holy Spirit. 
This is from the book Selected Messages, volume 2, pages 36, 38 “The Lord has shown me would take place just before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions…” “A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working. . . . Those things which have been in the past will be in the future. Satan will make music a snare by the way in which it is conducted.” 

God will finish the work with fully surrendered and totally consecrated Christian men and women He calls His remnant. They will be sober and vigilant, well aware of Satans deceptions and devices. From the Great Controversy Page 516, “There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.”
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