Page | 2

June 16, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Matthew 25”

Parable of the Talents - Matthew  25:14-31 
There will be some quotes from Christ Object Lessons  

Let us pray…

Matthew  25:14-18   “For [the kingdom of heaven is] as a man travelling into a far country, [who] called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made [them] other five talents.  And likewise he that [had received] two, he also gained other two.  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.  

Let us stop here and analyze what we have just read in these 5 verses. Notice that in Matthew chapter 24, Christ on the Mount of Olives, had spoken to His disciples of the time of His second coming to the world. He had specified certain signs that were to show when His coming was near, and was cautioning His disciples then, and of every generation to follow, to watch and be ready. Again He repeated the warning in Matthew 24:42   “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” Then He showed what it means to watch for His coming. The time is to be spent, not in idle waiting, but in diligent working. Let me repeat that as I don’t think anyone heard me, the time is to be spent, not in idle waiting, but in what?, diligent working. So this is the lesson He taught in the parable of the talents.  
     "The kingdom of heaven," He said, "is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey."  {COL 325.2}

     The man traveling into a far country represents Jesus Christ, Who, when speaking this parable, was soon to depart from this earth to heaven. The “servants” as we read in the KJV also called "bondservants" (in the R.V.), or slaves, of the parable, represent the followers of Christ. That would be us and every Christian in every age. We are not our own. We have been "bought with a price" (1 Cor. 6:20), not "with corruptible things, as silver and gold, . . . but with the precious blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18, 19); "that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. 5:15).  

All men have been bought with this infinite price. By pouring the whole treasury of heaven into this world, by giving us, in Christ, all heaven, God has purchased the will, the affections, the mind, the soul, of every human being. Whether believers or unbelievers, all men are the Lord's property. When Tina and I were members of the Vienna church, there was an elder there by the name of Jerry. He said to me that it is entirely up to the pastor to find new members and to give Bible studies. After all he said, that is what we pay him for. Was Jerry right? Heavens no, as we are all called to do service for Him, and for the manner in which we have met this claim, all will be required to render an account at the great judgment day.  

But the claims of God are not recognized by all. It is those who profess to have accepted Christ's service, who in the parable, are represented as His own servants.  {COL 326.2}

Christ's followers have been redeemed for service. Our Lord teaches that the true object of life is ministry. (What is the true object of life? Ministry.) Christ Himself was a worker, and to all His followers He gives the law of service--service to God and to their fellow men. Here Christ has presented to the world a higher conception of life than they had ever known. By living to minister for others, man is brought into connection with Christ. The law of service becomes the connecting link which binds us to God and to our fellow men.  {COL 326.3}

To His servants Christ commits "His goods" --something to be put to use for Him. He gives "to every man his work." Each has his place in the eternal plan of heaven. Each is to work in co-operation with Christ for the salvation of souls. Jesus has a place prepared for us in the heavenly mansions if we are faithful, however He has given us a special place here on earth where we are to work for God. Do we count it a privilege to work for the salvation of souls, or do we see it as drudgery? So many Christians today want the reward without putting forth the effort. Can we say we are not one of them?
We read, “For [the kingdom of heaven is] as a man travelling into a far country, [who] called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.  We know that the man traveling to a far country is Jesus having ascended to heaven in 31 AD and His goods are the talents given to His followers. The S. O. P. tells us this, “The talents that Christ entrusts to His church represent especially the gifts and blessings imparted by the Holy Spirit. "To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will." 1 Cor. 12:8-11. All men do not receive the same gifts, but to every servant of the Master some gift of the Spirit is promised.”  {COL 327.1}
Continuing, “Before He left His disciples, Christ "breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." John 20:22. Again He said, "Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you." Luke 24:49. But not until after the ascension was the gift received in its fullness. Not until through faith and prayer the disciples had surrendered themselves fully for His working was the outpouring of the Spirit received. Then in a special sense the goods of heaven were committed to the followers of Christ. "When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." Eph. 4:8. "Unto every one of us is given grace, according to the measure of the gift of Christ," Eph. 4:7; the Spirit "dividing to every man severally as He will." 1 Cor. 12:11. The gifts are already ours in Christ, but their actual possession depends upon our reception of the Spirit of God.”  {COL 327.2} Let me repeat that as it is very important that we understand this fundamental. The gifts that Christ has bestowed on His church are ours, but the possession of the gifts of the Spirit are on the condition that we have received the Spirit of God. Now how do we know if we have received the Spirit of God?  What is the evidence of a Spirit filled Christian? The fruit of the Spirit which is found in Galatians 5:22, 23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: …” These are the fruit that will be present in the Spirit filled Christian. Then how do we know if one of us has not the Spirit of God? They will evidence the “works of the flesh” or the fruit of the evil one which we read in Galatians 5:19-21, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are [these]; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told [you] in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” In other words, the carnal heart will control the life and there will be anger, jealousy, gossip, fault-finding, worldliness, and lack of control in speech and in one’s actions. 
The testimony of Jesus is this, “The promise of the Spirit is not appreciated as it should be. Its fulfillment is not realized as it might be. It is the absence of the Spirit that makes the gospel ministry so powerless. Learning, talents, eloquence, every natural or acquired endowment, may be possessed; but without the presence of the Spirit of God, no heart will be touched, no sinner be won to Christ. On the other hand, if they are connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and most ignorant of His disciples will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God makes them the channel for the outworking of the highest influence in the universe.” {COL 328.1}

Eternity is at stake for each of us and we want to understand now how this parable applies to each of us as Spirit filled servants of the Most High God. The Spirit of Prophecy continues, “The special gifts of the Spirit are not the only talents represented in the parable. It includes all gifts and endowments, whether original or acquired, natural or spiritual. All are to be employed in Christ's service. In becoming His disciples, we surrender ourselves to Him with all that we are and have. These gifts He returns to us purified and ennobled, to be used for His glory in blessing our fellow men.”  {COL 328.2}

Now let us gather some deeper understanding regarding this parable and these talents. Jesus continues to broaden our understanding through His prophet with these words, “To every man God has given "according to his several ability." The talents are not apportioned capriciously. He who has ability to use five talents receives five. He who can improve but two, receives two. He who can wisely use only one, receives one. None need lament that they have not received larger gifts; for He who has apportioned to every man is equally honored by the improvement of each trust, whether it be great or small. The one to whom five talents have been committed is to render the improvement of five; he who has but one, the improvement of one. God expects returns "according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not." 2 Cor. 8:12.  {COL 328.3}

     In the parable he that had "received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents; and likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two."  {COL 329.1}

Now we are getting to the meat of the parable, continuing, “The talents, however few, are to be put to use. The question that most concerns us is not, How much have I received? but, What am I doing with that which I have? The development of all our powers is the first duty we owe to God and to our fellow men. No one who is not growing daily in capability and usefulness is fulfilling the purpose of life. In making a profession of faith in Christ we pledge ourselves to become all that it is possible for us to be as workers for the Master, and we should cultivate every faculty to the highest degree of perfection, that we may do the greatest amount of good of which we are capable.”  {COL 329.2}

Now listen to this promise as His prophet has shown a most important lesson for us to learn, “The Lord has a great work to be done, and He will bequeath the most in the future life to those who do the most faithful, willing service in the present life. The Lord chooses His own agents, and each day under different circumstances He gives them a trial in His plan of operation. In each true-hearted endeavor to work out His plan, He chooses His agents not because they are perfect but because, through a connection with Him, they may gain perfection.”  {COL 330.1}

Now listen to this next quote, “God will accept only those who are determined to aim high. He places every human agent under obligation to do his best. Moral perfection is required of all.” (Does that say we have options?) Then listen once more to what I just read: “Moral perfection is required of all.” Never should we lower the standard of righteousness in order to accommodate inherited or cultivated tendencies to wrong-doing. We need to understand that imperfection of character is sin.” (What is imperfection of character? It is sin. Do we have a work to do?) “All righteous attributes of character dwell in God as a perfect, harmonious whole, and everyone who receives Christ as a personal Saviour is privileged to possess these attributes.”  {COL 330.2} How many are privileged to possess the attributes of God’s character? We just read every one who receives Christ as a personal Saviour. Without conditions? No with the requirement we just read: “Moral perfection is required of all.” 

“And those who would be workers together with God must strive for perfection of every organ of the body and quality of the mind. True education is the preparation of the physical, mental, and moral powers for the performance of every duty; it is the training of body, mind, and soul for divine service. This is the education that will endure unto eternal life.”  {COL 330.3}

I think we need to take our eyes off other people and refocus on Jesus Christ. If anybody calls you and wants to talk about any other person in a way that is not uplifting that person, than it is up to you to either tell your brother or your sister that this is not a conversation you want to be a part of. We will be judged by every word. Let us seek God’s forgiveness for all our past unprofitable conversations and be determined to allow Jesus to control our minds and thoughts and every word. I’m talking about me and you. I never want to hear Jesus say “I never knew you” and I’m sure you don’t either. Let’s stop chasing the devil’s rabbits. He has been attacking Victory for 9-1/2 years and he won’t stop trying to divide and conquer. We who remain must be determined that we will not lose one more brother or sister. 
Going on the S.O.P. says, “Of every Christian the Lord requires growth in efficiency and capability in every line. Christ has paid us our wages, (How did He do that?) “…even His own blood and suffering, to secure our willing service. (Willing service – Lord help us to be willing to be made willing) He came to our world to give us an example of how we should work, and what spirit we should bring into our labor. He desires us to study how we can best advance His work and glorify His name in the world, crowning with honor, with the greatest love and devotion, the Father who "so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.  {COL 330.4}

When we look at how Jesus worked and then read, “He came to our world to give us an example of how we should work.” It reveals to us how far short of the mark we have come so far. 

Continuing… “But Christ has given us no assurance that to attain perfection of character is an easy matter. A noble, all-round character is not inherited. It does not come to us by accident. A noble character is earned by individual effort through the merits and grace of Christ. God gives the talents, the powers of the mind; we form the character. It is formed by hard, stern battles with self. Conflict after conflict must be waged against hereditary tendencies. We shall have to criticize ourselves closely, and allow not one unfavorable trait to remain uncorrected.”  {COL 331.1}

Now listen with your understanding to what is said next, listen now, “Let no one say, I cannot remedy my defects of character. If you come to this decision, you will certainly fail of obtaining everlasting life. The impossibility lies in your own will. If you will not, then you cannot overcome. The real difficulty arises from the corruption of an unsanctified heart, and an unwillingness to submit to the control of God.”  {COL 331.2}

Let us quickly read responsively the remainder of the parable from verse 19-31. I will read the odd verses, you will read the even and we will all read verse 31.

25:19   After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.  

  25:20   And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.  

  25:21   His lord said unto him, Well done, [thou] good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

  25:22   He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.  

  25:23   His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

  25:24   Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strowed:  

  25:25   And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, [there] thou hast [that is] thine.  

  25:26   His lord answered and said unto him, [Thou] wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strowed:  

  25:27   Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and [then] at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.  

  25:28   Take therefore the talent from him, and give [it] unto him which hath ten talents.  

  25:29   For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.  

  25:30   And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

  25:31   When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  

With all the previous, S.O.P. promises to the serious SDA Christian that is ready to work for the Lord, then what we read in the remainder of the parable regarding the servant with 5 talents or even the one with 2 talents, will be our experience in the remaining time we still have to work. The servant with one talent proved to be a servant of the wicked one as he wanted only the reward without the effort.    Shall we pray…
