June 23, 2007

Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “Closing Events - Part 1” 

The Sermon title is, “Closing Events - Part 1” 
Shall we invite God’s presence so as to enlighten our understanding…              
From where we are today, at this point in the history of the world, there are three major events that must take place before we can begin to enjoy eternity with our God and Creator. 

1. The first major event is the passing of a National Sunday Law which will commence the Little Time of Trouble, even though given the current situation with the Christian church in general, coupled with the mood in the current congress, a National Sunday Law seems hardly likely. But understand this that none of God’s prophecies fail. Both the Bible and much in the Spirit of Prophecy says it will happen;

2. The second major event will be the Close of Probation for the World which will usher in the Great Time of Trouble and the outpouring of God’s wrath in the seven last plagues; 

3. The third and final major event will be the long awaited Second Coming of Jesus.

The Spirit of Prophecy wrote, “I saw that the powers of earth are now being shaken and that events come in order.” {Early Writings 41.2} 

Today we are in the closing period leading up to the passage of the National Sunday Law. Although we do not have the time to do a study on the National Sunday Law itself, we will turn in our Bibles to find the evidence regarding it. Revelation 13:11 “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.”  This of course is the prophecy of the United States coming up in a sparsely populated area, it being lamb-like (Christ-like) in its nature, but after a time it would be a super-power that becomes dragon-like.

13:12 “And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.”  The first beast before him is the Papacy of Rome.

13:13 “And he (the United States) doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,”
13:14 “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.”  The image to the beast would be Apostate Protestant America becoming like the first beast, Papal Rome, a persecuting power.

13:15 “And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.”  A nation can cause its populous to do its will through the passage of laws. Worship involves religion, so we know this is talking about a religious law that will ultimately result in a death penalty.

13:16 “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:” The law will require people to accept the mark of the beast, which is Sunday sacredness. 

13:17 “And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”  Violaters of the Sunday law will first be punished with marketing restrictions.

I read this from the Testimony of Jesus, T5 “We as a people have not accomplished the work which God has committed to us. We are not ready for the issue to which the enforcement of the Sunday law will bring us. It is our duty, as we see the signs of approaching peril, to arouse to action. Let none sit in calm expectation of the evil, comforting themselves with the belief that this work must go on because prophecy has foretold it, and that the Lord will shelter his people. We are not doing the will of God if we sit in quietude, doing nothing to preserve liberty of conscience. Fervent, effectual prayer should be ascending to heaven that this calamity may be deferred until we can accomplish the work which has so long been neglected. Let there be more earnest prayer; and then let us work in harmony with our prayers.”--Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 713, 714.  

     “It is our duty to do all in our power to avert the threatened danger. We should endeavor to disarm prejudice by placing ourselves in a proper light before the people. We should bring before them the real question at issue, thus interposing the most effectual protest against measures to restrict liberty of conscience.”--Testimonies, vol. 5 p. 452. “We should search the Scriptures and be able to give the reason for our faith. Says Daniel the prophet: "The wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand." Daniel 12:10 - {Testimonies volume 5, page 452.1}

It goes on to say, “Those who have access to God through Christ have important work before them. Now is the time to lay hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of David should be the prayer of pastors and laymen: "It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy law." Psalms 119:126 Let the servants of the Lord weep between the porch and the altar, crying: "Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach." Joel 2:17. God has always wrought for His people in their greatest extremity, when there seemed the least hope that ruin could be averted. The designs of wicked men, the enemies of the church, are subject to His power and overruling providence. He can move upon the hearts of statesmen; the wrath of the turbulent and disaffected, the haters of God, His truth, and His people can be turned aside, even as the rivers of water are turned, if He orders it thus. Prayer moves the arm of Omnipotence. He who marshals the stars in order in the heavens, whose word controls the waves of the great deep, the same infinite Creator will work in behalf of His people if they call upon Him in faith. He will restrain the forces of darkness until the warning is given to the world and all who will heed it are prepared for the conflict.”  {Testimonies volume 5, page 452.2}

When the National Sunday Law is passed, the following is a list of the subsequent events that will occur. These events will lead up to the close of probation for the world. A lot of what we will be studying in conjunction with these items is from the testimony of Jesus as revealed in the Spirit of Prophecy. God did not want His people in darkness regarding these last day events. So here is what we can expect to happen when the National Sunday Law is passed: 

1. There is a shaking in the churches;

2. The Little Time of Trouble begins;

3. The NSL marks the end of probation for Sabbath-keepers;

4. Trouble in the world speedily increases;

5. The Latter rain of the Holy Spirit is poured out on the remnant;

6. The Loud Cry is given;

7. The 3 Angel’s messages are preached world-wide with power;

8. A growing intensity of Sunday Law enforcement caused by the three-fold union;

9. Martyrdom accelerates;

10. The Seal of God is given;

11. Eternal decisions are made;

12. The Mark of the Beast is given;

13. A last call to leave the cities

14. Satan Impersonates Christ;

15. Fines for violators of the NSL

16. Imprisonment for violators of the NSL

17. Inducements offered to violators of the NSL

18. No-buy; no sell;

19. The Investigative Judgment is nearing conclusion;

20. The Holy Spirit is withdrawn from earth;

21. Jesus finishes His work in the Most Holy Place. EW 279.2

Now we will take these items one by one:

· There is a shaking in the churches – Ellen White saw two groups in the church in the last days. There were the praying ones who studied the Word and then there were the careless and indifferent ones. I read this from Early Writings page 270 “I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.  {EW 270.2}  I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it and be purified.”  {EW 270.3} So, event #1, there is a shaking in the churches.
· The Little Time of Trouble begins – “I saw that God had children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They have not rejected the light upon it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. This enraged the churches and nominal Adventists, as they could not refute the Sabbath truth. And at this time God's chosen all saw clearly that we had the truth, and they came out and endured the persecution with us.” Early Writings page 33 "The commencement of that time of trouble," here mentioned does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the "latter rain," or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out.”  Early Writings page 85.3 With the passage of the National Sunday law, event #2, the “little time of trouble has begun.” 
· The NSL marks the end of probation for Sabbath-keepers – 1 Peter 4:17 “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” Ezekiel 9:4-6 “And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.”     “The crisis is fast approaching. The rapidly swelling figures show that the time for God's visitation has about come. Although loath to punish, nevertheless He will punish, and that speedily.”… “At the time when the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will be sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after the manner of the world.”  {5T 209.3}  I must stop here because this was not the case of the church when I came in 47 years ago. But it is the condition of the church today. Going on, “The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be in vain. When the Lord comes forth as an avenger, He will also come as a protector of all those who have preserved the faith in its purity and kept themselves unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God has promised to avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them.  {5T 210.1} The command is: "Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof." These sighing, crying ones had been holding forth the words of life; they had reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some who had been dishonoring God repented and humbled their hearts before Him. But the glory of the Lord had departed from Israel; although many still continued the forms of religion, His power and presence were lacking.  {5T 210.2} In the time when His wrath shall go forth in judgments, these humble, devoted followers of Christ will be distinguished from the rest of the world by their soul anguish, which is expressed in lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings.” Now listen to this because this is happening all throughout the denomination, “While others try to throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the great wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who have a zeal for God's honor and a love for souls will not hold their peace to obtain favor of any. Their righteous souls are vexed day by day with the unholy works and conversation of the unrighteous. They are powerless to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they are filled with grief and alarm. They mourn before God to see religion despised in the very homes of those who have had great light. They lament and afflict their souls because pride, avarice, selfishness, and deception of almost every kind are in the church. The Spirit of God, which prompts to reproof, is trampled underfoot, while the servants of Satan triumph. God is dishonored, the truth made of none effect.  {5T 210.3} The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others, will be left without the seal of God. The Lord commissions His messengers, the men with slaughtering weapons in their hands: "Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house."  {5T 211.1} Here we see that the church--the Lord's sanctuary--was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the position that we need not look for miracles and the marked manifestation of God's power as in former days. Times have changed. These words strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil. He is too merciful to visit His people in judgment. Thus "Peace and safety" is the cry from men who will never again lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God's people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb dogs that would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. Men, maidens, and little children all perish together. {5T 211.2} The abominations for which the faithful ones were sighing and crying were all that could be discerned by finite eyes, but by far the worst sins, those which provoked the jealousy of the pure and holy God, were unrevealed. The great Searcher of hearts knoweth every sin committed in secret by the workers of iniquity. These persons come to feel secure in their deceptions and, because of His long-suffering, say that the Lord seeth not, and then act as though He had forsaken the earth. But He will detect their hypocrisy and will open before others those sins which they were so careful to hide. {5T 211.3} No superiority of rank, dignity, or worldly wisdom, no position in sacred office, will preserve men from sacrificing principle when left to their own deceitful hearts. Those who have been regarded as worthy and righteous prove to be ring-leaders in apostasy and examples in indifference and in the abuse of God's mercies. Their wicked course He will tolerate no longer, and in His wrath He deals with them without mercy.  {5T 212.1} It is with reluctance that the Lord withdraws His presence from those who have been blessed with great light and who have felt the power of the word in ministering to others. They were once His faithful servants, favored with His presence and guidance; but they departed from Him and led others into error, and therefore are brought under the divine displeasure.  {5T 212.2} The day of God's vengeance is just upon us. The seal of God will be placed upon the foreheads of those only who sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land. Those who link in sympathy with the world are eating and drinking with the drunken and will surely be destroyed with the workers of iniquity. "The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil."  {5T 212.3} Our own course of action will determine whether we shall receive the seal of the living God or be cut down by the destroying weapons.” The passing of the National Sunday law, our third listed event marks the end of probation for Sabbath-keepers
· Trouble in the world speedily increases - “The tempest is coming, and we must get ready for its fury by having repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord will arise to shake terribly the earth. We shall see troubles on all sides. Thousands of ships will be hurled into the depths of the sea. Navies will go down, and human lives will be sacrificed by millions. Fires will break out unexpectedly, and no human effort will be able to quench them. The palaces of earth will be swept away in the fury of the flames. Disasters by rail will become more and more frequent; confusion, collision, and death without a moment's warning will occur on the great lines of travel. The end is near, probation is closing. Oh, let us seek God while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near! The prophet says: "Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought His judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger."--The Signs of the Times, April 21, 1890. {Messages to Young People - page 89.2} “The work that should long ago have been in active operation to win souls to Christ has not been done. The inhabitants of the ungodly cities so soon to be visited by calamities have been cruelly neglected. The time is near when large cities will be swept away, and all should be warned of these coming judgments. But who is giving to the accomplishment of this work the wholehearted service that God requires? . . .” {Welfare Ministry page 135.3} “O that God's people had a sense of the impending destruction of thousands of cities, now almost given to idolatry!”--Review and Herald, Sept. 10, 1903.  {WM 136.2} “The judgments of God are in the land. The wars and rumors of wars, the destruction by fire and flood, say clearly that the time of trouble, which is to increase until the end, is very near at hand. We have no time to lose. The world is stirred with the spirit of war. The prophecies of the eleventh of Daniel have almost reached their final fulfillment.”-- Review and Herald, Nov. 24, 1904.  {WM 136.5} The passing of the National Sunday law brings us our fourth event that will be happening on a world-wide scale, the speedy increase of trouble.
Next Sabbath we will continue our study as we look at many of the other 17 events that are prophesied to occur between the passing of the NSL and the close of probation.                        
Shall we pray…
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