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June 23, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “The Faith of Jesus” Part 1
Let us pray…

Rev. 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” In Revelation 14:6-11 we find the three angel’s messages that the 144,000 in verse 1,  that are without fault before the throne of God in verse 5, will preach with great power and will be followed by the second coming of Jesus in verse 14.

What I want to focus on today and next week is the three characteristics of the remnant group in verse 12, with particular emphasis on the third characteristic. It says, “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” First, they are a patient people. They are secure in their connection with heaven and do not fear what man can do to them. They only fear breaking the heart of God through the smallest transgression against the will of God. They know that God is in control and that soon Satan will have lost all of his power. They possess a unique calm in the severest storm and are able to put up with hardship, pain, hunger, trouble and delay without complaint or anger. They recognize that impatience avails nothing. They have been avid students of scripture and know of those like Job, who exhibited great patience under the most trying of circumstances. Job defended God to the point that he thought God was testing him and stated, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” Job 13:15.
This world in its sinful condition is not the home of the remnant believers and they know that He who said He will come again, will fulfill His promise, and so they wait with great patience.
The second characteristic of this remnant group is they ‘keep’ the commandments of God. The dictionary defines keep with many definitions, but two stand out: 1. To continue to have and hold; 2. To be faithful to; to fulfill; while Strong’s Concordance says “to hold fast.” We can conclude that the remnant people of God continue to have and hold, and are faithful to, by fulfilling all the requirements embodied in the Ten Commandments and hold fast with unshakeable conviction, their loyalty by love for their Master.
The third characteristic is very special. It says, “… here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Notice the words “…and the faith of Jesus” which are a continuation of the sentence, showing that it, “the faith of Jesus,” is something they keep. Therefore the “faith of Jesus’ is a unique characteristic of the remnant people and we can also conclude that they continue to have and hold to a faith possessed by Jesus.

This will be the object of study today and next week. We want to know what the faith of Jesus is and if we already have it, and if we don’t, we want to know how to get the faith of Jesus, because this group must possess it.
On May 19th I preached a sermon titled, “Sleep When the Wind Blows.” The main part of the sermon was when the disciples found themselves in one of the worst storms they had ever experienced on the sea and feared that the boat would sink and they would drown. Then they remembered Jesus was in the boat. When the lightning flashed they saw Jesus sleeping soundly in the stern of the boat, wrapped in peace without a trace of fear in His heart, right in the middle of this crisis. How could that be, aside from the fact that He was bone tired? It was because He had total faith and trust in the sustaining power of the Father, that He did not need to have an anxious moment.
How Jesus reacted to the peril was the way all men and women may also face difficulties – that way, His way, is the natural outworking of the life of faith. “As Jesus rested by faith in the Father's care, so we are to rest in the care of our Saviour. If the disciples had trusted in Him, they would have been kept in peace. Their fear in the time of danger revealed their unbelief. In their efforts to save themselves, they forgot Jesus; and it was only when, in despair of self-dependence, they turned to Him that He could give them help.”  {DA 336.2}

Doesn’t that describe us when we have to meet life’s most perplexing problems? We immediately react and are prepared to exhaust ourselves through personal effort, to free us from the problem. Faith therefore, takes a back seat.
It’s easy to talk faith, but do we exercise it by living it? So obviously this is an area where we need to grow. The disciples were in the presence of God in the flesh for three and a half years, but they trusted human effort. Jesus was the teacher and the disciples were the students. By Pentecost, they graduated and were ready for service. But we are still in school. The fact remains that the Remnant are going to possess the faith of Jesus. 

1 John 3:2 says, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” Those who are alive when Jesus comes will have the faith of Jesus. They will have come through a terrible persecution. Any self-serving thought that we cannot be like Him on this side of the resurrection will receive His condemnation. “I never knew you.” The thought of hearing those words from Jesus should humble us and make us cringe.

All Jesus wanted from the disciples on that black stormy night on the sea was faith – a trust – and a habit pattern that would reflect the way Jesus met life’s problems. After calming the angry sea, in Mark 4:40 He asked, “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”  This was a question He asked them but it is also a question for ever professed Christian today no matter what the storm is that we face. Why the high anxiety, why the worry, why the fearful reaction? “How is it that ye have no faith?” He rebuked the disciples then and He rebukes us today, “How is it that ye have no faith?” 

When the time of trouble comes, and it will come and be here long before we want it to come, will we rest in the knowledge that Jesus is in the boat, or will we continue in the same faith-less pattern that has marked most of our experience when trials arise?
Once again, Rev. 14:12, “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Do you not hear a call to endurance, to those who are called the Remnant? Those who have responded to the judgment hour message of the three angels and are preparing to be translated when He comes. These are the lot who will vindicate the character of God with patient endurance. They will have fearlessly faced difficulties with dignity and joy. Cheerfully they tell the world by their words and lives that whatever happens, Jesus is more able to keep them from falling, that His strength is sufficient for all things.

Brother and sisters, how are we meeting the tests and trials that Satan puts in our way on a continuing basis? Listen to me now for we are going to be continuously tested in one area of our lives where it is Satan’s studied purpose to cause us to fail. When there are family events and celebrations like graduations, engagements, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, family reunions, wedding or baby showers and whatever else, be assured that the decision to attend or not attend shows who we really choose to serve. You know that Satan will have his way and he will see to it that all these family gatherings will be scheduled on or during the Sabbath hours. It doesn’t matter what our profession of our relationship to God is, it is our actions that will matter in the judgment.
But how will we decide as to what we should do? For some, the nominal SDA’s will reason that it is family and by attending it is an act of love. Pastor Vaughn, don’t you understand that this is my family whom I love dearly and I can’t disappoint them? Surely Jesus is not that particular, is He? All right, how would Jesus answer that question? He answers it in Luke 14:26, 27. Now listen carefully to Jesus’ words, “If any [man] come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” Now let’s analyze His words. If any man… Who is any man? Everyone who says they are followers of Jesus. “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” He gives a short list of family, but He is talking about every living relative under every situation and event. He says if we don’t hate them, we cannot be his disciple. But what does He mean by the word hate? In this time we think of hate as an intense dislike for. But the 5th commandment says to “Honour thy father and thy mother:” Is this an apparent contradiction? No it is not and for the following reason: the Greek word for hate is “miseo” which means “to love less.” So what is Jesus really saying? He is saying that if you do not love family less than Me, then you really do not love me and you are not a true follower. We all know that Jesus  said in John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” Did He not say that? The Holy Spirit inspired James to write in James 1:27   “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, [and] to keep himself unspotted from the world.” What are the first 8 words of the 4th commandment? Exodus 20:8? “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Then answer me this question, can you attend family functions such as graduations, engagements, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, family reunions, wedding or baby showers and whatever else and remain unspotted from the world? But Pastor Vaughn, my relatives are religious people. If they are not serious Seventh-day Adventists, they are in the churches of Babylon and they are committing spiritual adultery every week throughout the year. They embrace the wine of Babylon. They are of the world. Do they keep themselves unspotted from the world on God’s Sabbath? Would a serious SDA schedule graduations, engagements, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, family reunions, wedding or baby showers and whatever else on the Sabbath? Why not? Because it is a desecration of the Sabbath and would only prove that I put family before Jesus. It proves I love Jesus less than my family. You might ask, “Is this not fanaticism?” No, it is pure and undefiled religion.

Brothers and sisters, I have three sons, 5 grandsons and 4 granddaughters. All my grandchildren have graduated high school and two grandsons and one granddaughter have graduated college. Did I attend any of the 12 graduations so far? No. Why? Every graduation was on the Sabbath. Am I going to attend their weddings when they happen? No. Why not? Because they will be on the Sabbath. Does that mean I do not love them? No. It means I love them less than Jesus of whom I choose to be a disciple that need not be ashamed.
Now here is the real nitty-gritty of what this is all about. If you truly love all your relatives and want to see them in heaven, you will never attend a family event scheduled on the Sabbath. Why? In addition to the reasons already spoken, you will never be a faithful, uncompromising witness when you throw the Sabbath aside and attend the events. You have diluted your witness. They will say you are a member of a peculiar faith, but thankfully you are not peculiar, you are as worldly as one of us. Willfully breaking the Sabbath is iniquity and in Matthew 7:23 Jesus said, “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Not attending the event on a Sabbath shows love for the Master and does show love for your family. But attending the event on the Sabbath, shows love for neither Jesus nor your family. They may be disappointed you’re not there, but they will respect the fact that you are serious about your faith.

If I were a pastor who did not want to touch this subject, you would probably love me more, but then I would be a pastor that God describes in Isaiah 56:10, “His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark.” But I take the role of pastor serious and God wants me to guide this flock into the New Jerusalem. What kind of a shepherd would I be if I preached smooth sermons loaded with compromises? I’m not trying to be popular with the church; rather I am seeking God’s approval as a Shepherd. Following Jesus all the way means that the world is not your home and that you are serious about carrying the cross that He said you must carry; as He said in Mark 10:21, “…take up the cross, and follow me.” He is telling this last generation that we are to keep the commandments and keep or possess the faith of Jesus.
So the point is, we do not truly keep the commandments unless we have the faith of Jesus. The faith of Jesus is saving faith. God’s prophet said in DA 389 “As the Son of God lived by faith in the Father, so are we to live by faith in Christ. So fully was Jesus surrendered to the will of God that the Father alone appeared in His life. Although tempted in all points like as we are, He stood before the world untainted by the evil that surrounded Him. Thus we also are to overcome as Christ overcame.”  And how can we overcome as Jesus overcame? 

DA 679, 680 “Christ did not fail, neither was He discouraged, and His followers are to manifest a faith of the same enduring nature. They are to live as He lived, and work as He worked, because they depend on Him as the great Master Worker. Courage, energy, and perseverance they must possess. Though apparent impossibilities obstruct their way, by His grace they are to go forward. Instead of deploring difficulties, they are called upon to surmount them. They are to despair of nothing, and to hope for everything. With the golden chain of His matchless love Christ has bound them to the throne of God. It is His purpose that the highest influence in the universe, emanating from the source of all power, shall be theirs. They are to have power to resist evil, power that neither earth, nor death, nor hell can master, power that will enable them to overcome as Christ overcame.  {DA 679.3}”
God is not asking us to emulate the faith of Abraham, even though scripture calls him the “Father of the faithful.” And he does not ask us to have the faith of Moses or a Paul, although we would admire their endurance and fidelity. Even though these three men put our faith to shame, Abraham, Moses and Paul did not have the faith that will characterize those “… that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

In the boat, Jesus asked His disciples, in Luke 8:25 “Where is your faith?” This is the question that Jesus is asking everyone who is longing for His Advent. Out of this large group the world over, that talk and sing about being ready for the Advent, will come a smaller group that will understand the Lord’s question, because they will possess the faith of Jesus.
I have much, much more to cover on this topic of the “Faith of Jesus,” as the more I study it, the more I realize that this may be several Sabbaths to understand more fully what that faith is. 

In closing however I want you to consider all the men and women who possessed great faith that we have read about in the Bible, and knowing how shallow our faith is in comparison, understand this, that to be among the Remnant people when Jesus comes, we must have a faith that exceeds all of them…we must have the faith of Jesus.
Next Sabbath we will continue with part 2.

Shall we pray…

