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“Measuring Up” 
Sabbath June 26, 2010

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
Let us seek God’s Guidance…

Numbers 13:1-3 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them. And Moses by the commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all those men [were] heads of the children of Israel.” And as we see in verses 4-15, 12 men were selected, one each from the 12 tribes of Israel, namely Shammua, Shaphat, Caleb, Igal, Oshea, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel.  
Notice verse 16 “These [are] the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea [ho-shay'-ah] the son of Nun Jehoshua [yeh-ho-shoo'-ah].” And of course, this would be the man we know as Joshua.

Let’s read verse 17-20 “And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this [way] southward, and go up into the mountain: And see the land, what it [is]; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they [be] strong or weak, few or many;  And what the land [is] that they dwell in, whether it [be] good or bad; and what cities [they be] that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds; And what the land [is], whether it [be] fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land.”
So Moses gave these 12 men their marching orders; they were to act as spies and bring back a full report regarding the land of Canaan. Verses 21-24 gives an account of the land that they searched out. After almost 6 weeks, the spies returned with the long anticipated report according to Verse 25 “And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.”
Verses 26-29 are their report of good news and bad news. “And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this [is] the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people [be] strong that dwell in the land, and the cities [are] walled, [and] very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.”
So although they gave the good news as to the fertile land and the fruit of it, they had a negative report about its occupants. In effect, 10 of the spies were very convincingly saying, “It’s impossible, the land is good, but its people are too strong for us and its fortified cities are too well defended. 

Look at verse 30 “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” On this point Joshua was united with Caleb for their faith was strong and their memory was fresh regarding all of God’s mighty deliverances. They knew that God would fight the battles for them; but not so with the 10 spies and the congregation. They forgot about the ten plagues in Egypt and the Lord’s strong hand in leading them out of captivity. They forgot about Mt. Sinai and God’s presence atop the mountain and the Ten Commandments delivered to Moses. They forgot about the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night; they forgot about the Red Sea opening up before them and walking across on dry ground to safety when it looked as though their situation was hopeless. They forgot how the mightiest army on earth along with the Pharaoh perished by drowning.

In verses 31-33 the spies reply to Caleb’s faith was “We be not able to go up against the people; for they [are] stronger than we. …The land, through which we have gone to search it, [is] a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it [are] men of a great stature. And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, [which come] of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”
So God is not in their thoughts. They see giants and they are saying, “They could crush us like grasshoppers; we just don’t stand a chance.” 
It was no use, the faithless people were swayed; so they abandoned their invasion plans and in chapter 14, they wanted to return to their land of enslavement from which they had escaped.

Verses 1-4 “And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.”
Joshua and Caleb had not given up; look at their plea in verses 6-9, “And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, [which were] of them that searched the land, rent their clothes: And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, [is] an exceeding good land. If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they [are] bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD [is] with us: fear them not.”

And how did the people respond to these faith-filled men of God? The first part of verse 10 says, “But all the congregation bade stone them with stones.” Can you believe it? They wanted to execute them.
How does this failure on the part of ancient Israel have anything to do with us, modern spiritual Israel? I break it all down into two words; the media. What is the media? Simply put, the media is nothing more than the collection of ways we receive information. In modern times we would consider the different news sources on television or the millions of web sites on the internet as forms of media in which we can receive information on what’s happening anywhere in the world, or information we wish to understand on any conceivable subject; instant information at our fingertips.
Looking back at ancient Israel, the 12 spies were their form of media and it took them 40 days to gather the much anticipated information. The point of this sermon is to understand how God’s people are affected by the media and what influence it can have on them.

God had called them out of Egypt and out from under their harsh taskmasters, and led them to the doorstep of the Promised Land and wanted them to go up and take it. But Israel’s media, in the form of those 10 spies, influenced their thinking, which led them to believe that it was impossible. In spite of the mighty deliverances and miracles of God that they were privileged to be eye and ear witness to; they accepted and believed the report of 10 frightened, faithless men who told them, “We can’t do it.”
What should we learn from this? It’s easy for us who live over 3,500 years from that time to criticize the Israelites for their foolishness, but what about you and me? Think about it; God called us out of the slavery of sin, Romans 6:16-18 “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”
This same God who called us out of the slavery of sin is leading us to the very doorstep of His kingdom, 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12 “As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father [doth] his children, That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.”

He is telling us to go up and take it. Matthew 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;” and Matthew 25:34 “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: …”

But our media, in the form of music and movies and books and news and educators, yes even leaders in our own church hierarchy tells us there is a better way than the blueprint that God has given.

We see premarital and extramarital sex glorified; and on every hand we see and hear lying, cheating and even stealing condoned. We are encouraged to experiment and determine our own personal definitions of right and wrong. The rallying cry of the 70’s, “If it feels good, do it,” is a philosophy that has survived unscathed through four decades of moral and philosophical wanderings apart from God.
I ask you as God’s people and seekers of His kingdom, what should we be doing about all the garbage in the media today? 

Instead of the ancient Israelites wanting to stone Joshua and Caleb, the only two faithful of the twelve, they should have turned their fury on the ten spies who dissuaded them from taking the land of Canaan. Instead of crying and complaining as we previously read in Numbers 14:1-4; they should have told the ten spies, “How dare you stand there and tell us that anything is too great for God and how dare you to try to convince us that we should forfeit what God has promised us.” 

But brothers and sisters we face the same choice Israel faced. Ungodly media bombards us from every angle, trumpeting sin and abominations before God. What we see and hear in the media is a constant round of transgression of God’s law and we cannot afford to allow ourselves to be daily eye and ear witnesses to this steady stream of electronic filth. If we choose to let these things into our lives, if we even choose to tolerate them, they will follow a course of corrupting our views and poisoning our thoughts.

We must, like the Psalmist has written in chapter 101 verses 2 & 3, “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: …” 
If we truly wish to enter the New Jerusalem, there is only one choice, when confronted with any of the various media, intent on contradicting the path God has given us to walk in, and that is to have nothing to do with it. Listen, it could be a TV show or movie that casts adultery in an acceptable light; it could be a song promoting irresponsible drinking, as country does; it could be a foul mouthed comedian or radio talk show host who uses unacceptable language. Whatever goes against the teachings of God, it should have no place in our lives.
This is what Jesus meant in Matthew 5:29, 30 “And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not [that] thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not [that] thy whole body should be cast into hell.”

God is serious about sin as we must be, If we willingly allow anything into our lives that can cause us to sin, we jeopardize our salvation and quench the Spirit who convicts us. We must instead cut those things out of our lives and throw them away.

By removing the bad influences from our lives, it may create a void, but we must fill that void with positive influences, in keeping with the principles set forth in Ephesians 4:28 and Romans 12:21. “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with [his] hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Because the enemy of souls wants us to be destroyed, we must be sober and vigilant in regards to what we choose to allow entering our minds. Are we measuring up to what God would require of those who will be found safe to save, or would we be weighed in the balances and be found wanting?
In the end, resisting the negative influences of the powerful media influences, all comes down to one verse, Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things [are] honest, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] lovely, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue, and if [there be] any praise, think on these things.”
Shall we pray.

