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Prison Ministry – June 26, 2010 - “Unity in Diversity”  
A Sermon delivered Sabbath June 12, 2010 at the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
Ephesians 4:1   I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
Paul sees himself as a slave to Christ. No can serve Jesus unless they are a slave to Jesus Christ. Every person is either a slave to sin and therefore Satan or they are a slave to Jesus. Paul is making the emphasis that Jesus Christ is Lord of your life in all that you are and in all that you do. Paul is living his life to serve the Lord by bringing the gospel to mankind so as to lift him up and give him the hope found only in Jesus.

We must all be prisoners of the Lord in carrying out the gospel commission, but it doesn’t matter what we profess, the proof is in the fruits of what we do. A person can say that they are a millionaire, but when he gets his bank statement, the reality of the situation says he is not even close. In the same way a person can say they are a Christian, and they may look like a Christian and do the things that Christians do, but when people read their actions and their words, oftentimes the reality of the situation says that he or she is not even close. For most people today, their supposed Christian life is hypocrisy, they live a lie.
Ephesians 4:1   I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 

When Paul says I beseech you, he is really saying I beg you, I’m pleading with you, or I earnestly implore you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,” The question is, are you walking worthy of the vocation wherewith you were called? How high? Brothers and sisters it’s as high as the heavens and we are to be walking in a manner worthy of the calling. The calling that Jesus has placed on us is righteousness and holiness and to be perfect in character with all fruit of the spirit evident in our lives. 
But look at us, look into your own heart and ask yourself what kind of life do you live? Do others see Jesus in you, does your spouse you who are married? Do others see selflessness or do they see selfishness? Is it all about Jesus or is it all about you? There are many subtle ways that a supposed Christian can lie, cheat and steal. You can lie just by saying you are a Christian and behaving like a devil. By a cross word you can steal another person’s joy.

Do you find faults in others and talk about their behavior to others. That’s gossip and the Lord hates gossip. It’s a characteristic of Lucifer and he distorted the character of God with his gossip in heaven. You are failing in your high calling if you engage in such behavior and those who listen are just as guilty before God as if it were coming from their own lips, unless they stop the offender and point out the sin.


What about complaining? Do you complain about anything? Show me where Jesus gave us the example of a complaining spirit. If there is a problem or a task to be resolved, do what needs to be done to solve the problem or accomplish the task, but never utter one word of complaint.


When we accepted Jesus into our life, the old man of sin was to die. But we can never walk worthy of the vocation where in we were called if we continue to do the works of the flesh; it is impossibility.


So how do we live that life where we would walk worthy of the vocation where in we were called? The answer is in verse 2, “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love…” Notice friends, we achieve the worthiness through humility and meekness and longsuffering, being patient with one another. When we have lived the lives that we have lived and God by His mercy has been patient and longsuffering towards us, how dare we ever become impatient with another human being that Jesus died to save; how dare we?

It’s so easy to criticize and condemn and act like we are better than someone else. God has given the Seventh-day Adventist Church the perfect everlasting gospel message for the end times, but oh how it must break His heart to see the people He has called into this message acting as if they graduated with a master’s degree from the school of irrational behavior. The people look at each other and say I am glad that I’m not like that brother T. or sister M. or they might say I wish I were more like brother J, or sister A. The thinking of such persons is foolishness. It’s like the disciples at the last supper who spent 3-1/2 years with Jesus and selfishness still ruled their spirits. Unity can never happen where self never died. We need to get to really know Jesus so that we can be like Him and no other.  “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love…”

There is so much talk about unity today. Unity, unity, unity… but are you aware that there is a counterfeit unity? It’s called the ecumenical movement that was birthed in Rome. It’s a false unity because it is built on the premise that one must discard everything that causes disagreement. So truth found in the purity of Bible doctrine must go out the window.


There is another aspect of unity that is parading around, it’s called uniformity. Uniformity is where everyone is to look alike. The men wear the same colored suits, same shirts, ties and socks. And women wear the same dresses and shoes and their hair is all the same length and fixed exactly the same. That’s uniformity, but it’s not unity.


 God is not asking for uniformity and He is not asking for us to unite in the ecumenical movement. We are to maintain the integrity of the Word of the Lord in spite of what others may think about what we believe. Let them be opposed, but let us never lower the standards or compromise on doctrine to accommodate the sinner. Let them be offended if that is their choice, but let us never offend God in our stand.

People seem to think that personality and character are one and the same. No they are not. Personality and character have a correlation, but they are not one and the same. And another fact, just as there has never been two snowflakes alike, there have never been two people with the exact same personality. Oh they may have had similar traits, but never the exact same personality. There has never been another person in the whole human race that is exactly like you. You are unique, a one of a kind. What makes you unique is not your character, it is your personality. God does not want us to have the same personality. Think about it for a minute. How boring it would be if everyone were exactly like me.  If everyone looked exactly like me, thought exactly like me, said what I said, dressed like me, spoke like me. Could you imagine how boring life would be? Now I’d be happy because I would be able to get along with everybody under those circumstances, but life would be boring at best because we would all be the same.


Or think about this; imagine eating the same meal, three times a day for 60, 70 years. You may have loved that meal in the past, but with no change you never look forward to your next meal.


Or let’s take a brief look at nature. I’m going to go through a few slides to illustrate my point. (Turn to PowerPoint)

In nature God has given us many different kinds of birds, flowers, trees, butterflies, fish and many different types of animals. It’s called DIVERSITY. Yet nature teaches the concept of unity in diversity.

We all have our own unique personalities and we should thank God for it because he made us that way.

But here is the difference. In spite of the fact that we all have a different, unique personality, God has called us to all have the same character. Do you understand? That is where we are all to be the same. CHRIST-LIKE! So don’t get the two confused.
And when someone offends you and it causes you to skip Sabbath School or a fellowship meal, or Bible study and prayer meeting, or whatever. You do what Paul said, swallow your pride and get along. Look, we all have different personalities so there will be times we may cause another discomfort. You know how you meet someone and immediately you like the person and you get along like old friends. That’s because your personalities have a lot in common. You may have different characters but your personalities are similar. And then there is the person you meet that you wished you hadn’t. You’re talking with them and you’d rather be somewhere else. You believe your faith and patience is being tested. What’s the problem? It’s a personality conflict.

So Paul is trying to tell us that we all have different personalities, but if self is alive, it could be a bad thing and could have unpleasant results. But not so with the Christian, because the Christian has compassion and empathy, mercy and love, gentleness and kindness and would never think to offend anyone.

Look, just because someone has a personality that may seem offensive, does not mean that their character is corrupt, evil or somehow vile. What it really means is that I have to learn to be patient and kind; and to endure. When Paul tells us to be longsuffering and forbear, he is telling us to be patient to the point of suffering.

Now look at verse 3, we’re still in Ephesians 4. “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” So because we may have a problem with the person’s personality, we don’t break off from the person. We endure all things, Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Not with hostility and anger, not with envy and jealousy, not with murmuring and complaining. When we come together with a patient, loving understanding for all, there will be peace in the church. 
Today there is no peace in the church of Christ and it is that way all over the world. The reason there is no peace is in verse 1. God’s people are not “the prisoner of the Lord.” We are not slaves to Jesus Christ and His will. We are more concerned about ourselves and what might offend us or what someone may say about us or want us to do if it’s not convenient. We miss the mark of our high calling.   

And the truth is that we all have different personalities, but all our personalities can find unity as a body of believers when we all have the same character… the character of Christ. 
The anger, the hostility, the spirit of complaining and murmuring, the faultfinding, the gossip, the envy and jealousy, evil surmising, arguing, ridicule, self-exaltation, all these characteristics are not of Christ but are the fruit of Satan’s followers.  When we exhibit any one or more of these characteristics, we show that we are not in Christ. We are either a slave to Christ or a slave to Satan. No man can serve two masters.

When we are in Christ, the fruit of the Spirit is in evidence 24/7; love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance.
Unity can only come when there is unity based on John 17:17. “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
Verses 4-6 “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and through all, and in you all. Therefore there should be One Spirit abiding in every one of us.
Paul goes on to say 4:7 “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”  Now understand what you just read. God is ready to give you the grace to fulfill the command just given. There is sufficient grace for anyone who completely surrenders their life and is willing to be made willing to carry out the commands of God.
Look at verse 8 “Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” This is talking about Christ when He ascended into heaven; there were those who were specially resurrected at Christ’s resurrection that He took with Him to heaven. Who were these men that He took to heaven? Turn to Matthew 27:52, 53. “And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.” 

We believe these were the 24 elders around the throne in Revelation 4:4 “And round about the throne [were] four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.” These are not angels as angels do not wear crowns, which are a symbol of redemption. These 24 elders are human beings that have been redeemed by the Lord Jesus Christ.

But notice in Ephesians 4 verse 8, He gave gifts to men. I’m not going to spend time on these gifts, you can read them later, and these gifts are scattered about the New Testament in Ephesians 4:11; Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:4-10.

Now look at verse 12 where it explains why these gifts were given, “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:” They were not given haphazardly, they were given for a specific reason. It was to build up the church, to increase the church, to edify the body of Christ and increase the knowledge of Jesus, to understand the truth as it is in Jesus Christ.
And understand dear brothers and sisters who we are. We’re not Baptists, we’re not Methodists or Presbyterians, Lutherans or Episcopalians, we’re Seventh-day Adventists, the remnant church of God in the final generation of planet earth and to us alone has been bequeathed the everlasting gospel message found in the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14, messages that we alone preach around the world, and we alone have the testimony of Jesus Christ which is the Spirit of Prophecy.

But sadly, too many in this denomination have been squandering the time, wallowing in self, many even denying parts of the message, if not most and so many have stoned the prophet. And that holds true not only in the rank and file, but right up through the ranks of leadership all the way to the top. Standing in a large SDA church on the west coast our GC president called for compromise. Yes it says in Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” And friends, he may be winning the war with many churches and leaders in Adventism, because we know through our prophet that whole churches are going to be lost, and some of the brightest lights will go out, but that is not going to be the case in many churches like Victory, who will not accept the new theology, and will not lower the standards to accommodate those who choose to go on sinning.
“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:” Now Ephesians 4 verse 13 “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:”

I believe with all my heart that God’s people who really love Him will come in the unity of the faith; one body united. No longer will there be division among us, God will sift and shake and cleanse and purify the SDA Church. We are told in the Spirit of Prophecy, “Soon the battle will be waged fiercely between those who serve and those who serve Him not. Soon everything that can be shaken will be shaken, that those things that cannot be shaken may remain.”--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 15, 16.  

My brothers and sisters let us pray by the grace of God that we will be among those that shall remain. “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:”

Jesus Christ is not to be manifested in His professed believers partially, but fully. Let us not be deceived on this point. When God has a people who fully reflect His character, than Jesus can come.
Verse 14, “That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”

There are many now throughout the SDA church that stand in the pulpits of many of our large churches that are preaching rank heresy. Paul is clear about it in this verse. Their teaching false doctrine and have the characteristics of a magician. “…the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive …”

Don’t ever let go of the SDA message, it is a commission given to us from God and there is no other message before the second coming. At Victory we have a purpose and we should never be ashamed of preaching the straight truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and holding high standards to the glory of God. Our pioneers in this church endured ridicule and mockery from those who laughed at the 2300 day prophecy and when the bitter disappointment took place in 1844, that little group did not give up in spite of insult, they persevered and they endured to the end of their earthly lives.
Ephesians 4:15 “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, [even] Christ:” But speaking the truth, how? In love. That is the key. We are never to argue scripture. We are to recognize that God puts souls in our paths to win to Jesus, therefore we must love them as Jesus loves them and died for them and we must earnestly desire their salvation as Jesus does.
Ephesians 4:22, 23 “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;” What does it mean to be renewed in the spirit of your mind? We need only read what Paul wrote in Philippians 2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” 

What kind of mind did Jesus have? He had a humble mind, a mind of humility, compassion and empathy, kindness and gentleness. And we must have the same mind.

Romans 12:1, 2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” The renewing of your mind cannot take place until you lay everything on the altar. You cannot have that renewed mind until you surrender all to Jesus.
Ephesians 4 verse 24, “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  You cannot bring about the transformation that takes place in your heart, which is your mind, only God can create this transformation in you by imputation; but even God cannot perform that task without a complete surrender on our part.This is not an act of God that evolves over the years; no this is an act of creation that happens instantaneously when all is laid on the altar. 

I close with an appeal. 2 Corinthians 3:18. Read it with me, “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  

We all have different personalities and let’s adjust our temperaments to accept each of us as we are. But let us all be firm in our decision to have the same character, the mind of Jesus. And then unity can come to Victory. Shall we pray.
Blessings, Pastor Richard Vaughn
