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Justification - Sanctification
Sabbath June 27, 2009
Justification is an act that God provides which most Christians feel the need of, but not all have a correct understanding of according to the Bible. By that I mean there are many who believe that justification is a debatable  act of God and does not require an entire surrender of the will. Our focus today will be to simplify our understanding of the correct Bible doctrine of justification. However sanctification, which is also a Bible based doctrine, is not accepted by the majority of the Christian denominations in general, and throwing out sanctification is becoming a plague on our own denomination in particular.
We will lightly examine the Bible doctrine of Justification so as to solidify our understanding and then we will explore the Bible doctrine of Sanctification, to make sure you not only understand it, but that you will not fall for the subtleties of Satan.
But first shall we ask God’s presence for our understanding…

You may want to use the back of your announcements to write down scripture texts for your study later, as I will be going through these scriptures quickly. 

Alright now let’s examine Justification by the Bible and see exactly what it is. Justification simply put is a complete pardon and total forgiveness of all unrighteousness.


I suggest that there are five steps, which are a heaven ordained process that leads a person to justification?

#1. The sinner has to recognize his or her need of Christ. The Bible tells us in Job 14:4 "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one." And in Romans 8:7."The carnal mind is enmity (hostility or hatred) against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 

You may have education and culture, and although such may produce an outward correctness of behavior, they are powerless when it comes to changing the heart. There must be a power working from within, a new life from above, before anyone can be changed from sin to holiness. That power of course is Christ and it is by His grace alone that can make alive the lifeless faculties of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.  
     The Savior said, in John 3:3 "Except a man be born from above," in other words, unless he shall receive a new heart, new desires, purposes, and motives, leading to a new life, "he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

     When you feel that sin has separated you from God, that you are in bondage to the power of evil, and the more you struggle to escape, the more you realize your helplessness. Your motives are impure; your heart is unclean. You see that your life has been filled with selfishness and sin. You long to be forgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free.

Once the sinner has recognized their need of Christ, and by the way it is the Holy Spirit that draws and convicts, it leads us to step 2. 

#2. Repentance. It is only through Christ that we can be brought into harmony with God. And repentance includes a deep sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. We are not going to renounce sin unless we see the extent of sinfulness and what it cost heaven. Until we turn 100% away from it in our heart, there will be no real change in the life, as pride, selfishness and covetousness will prove barriers to true justification. 
There are many who fail to understand the true nature of repentance. Multitudes sorrow that they have sinned and even make an outward reformation because they fear that their wrongdoing will bring suffering upon themselves. But this is not repentance in the Bible sense. They lament the future suffering rather than the sin. That is a fire escape religion.
But when the heart yields to the influence of the Spirit of God, the conscience comes alive and the sinner will discern something of the depth and sacredness of God's holy law, which is the foundation of His government in heaven and on earth. Conviction takes hold upon the mind and heart. The sinner has a sense of the righteousness of Jehovah and feels the terror of appearing, in his own guilt and uncleanness, before the Searcher of hearts. He sees the love of God, the beauty of holiness, the joy of purity; he longs to be cleansed and to be restored to communion with Heaven.

   It is only the broken and contrite heart that will feel the need of a Savior. In Matthew 11:28 Jesus said, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” It is the virtue that goes forth from Christ that leads to genuine repentance. We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than we can be pardoned without Christ. A deep repentance or sorrow for a sinful life, leads into the third step.

#3. Confession. In Psalms 28:13 it reads, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
The conditions of obtaining mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the forgiveness of sin. It says, “He that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.” The case is brought before the only true Mediator, our great High Priest, who according to Hebrews 4:15 “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." 
Another promise from Psalm 34:18, "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and reformation. There must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin.
The humble and broken heart, subdued by genuine repentance, will appreciate something of the love of God and the cost of Calvary; and as a son confesses to a loving father, so will the truly penitent bring all his sins before God. And it is written in 1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Now we come to the 4th step.
#4. Consecration. In Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." 

     The whole heart must be yielded to God, or the change can never be wrought in us by which we are to be restored to His likeness. It is by nature that we are alienated from God. The Holy Spirit describes our condition in such words as these: "Dead in trespasses and sins;" Ephesians 2:1;   "the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint;" "no soundness in it." Isaiah 1:5, 6. We are held fast in the snare of Satan, "taken captive by him at his will." 2 Timothy 2:26. God desires to heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to Him.  
I read this from Steps to Christ Page 44, “In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give up all that would separate us from Him. Hence the Saviour says, "Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple." Luke 14:33. Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the worlds. We are not God's children unless we are such entirely.”  SC 44
Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God.

Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change may be made in your life. By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith. And this leads us to the final step in the process of Justification.
#5. Faith and Acceptance. It is peace that you need--Heaven's forgiveness and peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it, wisdom cannot attain to it; you can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift, "without money and without price." Says Isaiah 55:1. It is yours if you will but reach out your hand and grasp it. The Lord says in Isaiah 1:18, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." The promise of God in Ezekiel 36:26 is "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." 
     You have confessed your sins, and in heart put them away. You have resolved to give yourself to God. It is at this point that you go to Him, and ask that He will wash away your sins and give you a new heart. Then you believe that He does this because He has promised.

You are justified! You have had imputed into you, the righteous life of Jesus. When the Father looks at you, He does not look at your past sins, for they are not in your record. What He sees is the perfect life of Jesus. As you stand before His throne, you wear the wedding garment, the robe of Christ’s righteousness. You have righteousness by faith.

Now we will look at the Bible doctrine of sanctification. And please understand that the gospel of Jesus is a complete gospel, encompassing justification (which is pardon and forgiveness) and sanctification (which is holiness, cleansing and purification). We are justified by faith, and that same faith also sanctifies us.  Acts 26:18, “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”

True sanctification is a Bible doctrine. The apostle Paul, in his letter to the church at Thessalonica, chapter 4 verse 3 declares: "This is the will of God, even your sanctification." Then he prays in 1 Thessalonians 5:23: "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly." The Bible clearly teaches what sanctification is and how it is to be attained. The Savior prayed for His disciples: "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth." John 17:17.

On the other hand, the new theology, which is embraced by most evangelicals and other denominations, stands on the false premise of justification only. They further teach that the atonement ended at the cross, doing away with sanctification. This of course connects with the hellish heresy of Satan, “once saved, always saved”, which says that once you receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, you are justified and can’t be lost regardless of your choices. 


A serious Bible student must remember, that the same sacrifice that justifies also sanctifies. Let’s now show that with scriptures. Turn to Ephesians 5:25-27, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  That he might (what) sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be (what) holy and without blemish.

Paul enlarges and expands on this point in Hebrews 13:12, turn there please, “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might (what) sanctify the people (how) with his own blood, suffered without the gate.  


Go now to Hebrews 10:10 “By the which will we are (what) sanctified (how) through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  


Now listen, true justification and sanctification takes place only in those who invite Jesus to take control of their wills. He alone can transform the life and turn us from wickedness unto holiness. Without that power we are impotent to try to live the life of a Christian.


The legalism of the Jews that was condemned by Christ, was a belief that works can merit salvation. Look what Jesus said in Matthew 23:23, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

Understand brothers and sisters, authentic Christianity, while disavowing any hint of legalistic salvation, nevertheless accepts by faith, Christ’s merit and death to empower each one to live the life of victory, and therefore accepts the clearest testimony of scripture that links justification and sanctification together in the gospel.

Good works do not lead to salvation; however no one can be saved without good works for they are the fruitage of sanctification. And listen to me now, we cannot keep the Ten Commandments of God unless we possess the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”


I want to quickly review what we have discussed so far regarding justification and sanctification, so as to be totally clear on our understanding as to what justification and sanctification is. 

Justification is simply divine pardon and forgiveness, which restores individuals to a position before God as if they had never sinned. The righteous life of Jesus is imputed to their account. Is that clear? Sanctification refers to the cleansing and purification of the soul and power from on high is imparted so as to live a holy life. In the New Testament, justification is synonymous with the term righteousness; and sanctification is synonymous with the term holiness.  


The Bible is rich with statements that link justification and sanctification with the gospel and we will examine a selection of the many texts that unite justification and sanctification as inseparable aspects of our salvation.


1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, (justification) and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (sanctification).


Romans 8:1, There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus (justification), who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit (sanctification).

Acts 26:18, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins (justification), and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith (sanctification) that is in me.  


John 3:5, Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water (justification) and of the Spirit (sanctification), he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  


When Jesus closes probation, the statement in Revelation 22:11 is, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still (justified): and he that is holy, let him be holy still (sanctified).  They are justified and sanctified for eternity.

       Proverbs 4:18 says, "The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 
       I read this from the Testimony of Jesus, Great Controversy 475.3 “Every step of faith and obedience brings the soul into closer connection with the Light of the world, in whom there "is no darkness at all." The bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness shine upon the servants of God, and they are to reflect His rays. As the stars tell us that there is a great light in heaven with whose glory they are made bright, so Christians are to make it manifest that there is a God on the throne of the universe whose character is worthy of praise and imitation. The graces of His Spirit, the purity and holiness of His character, will be manifest in His witnesses.”

I close with Paul’s statement to the church in Titus 2:11-13 “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously (justified), and godly (sanctified), in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”  
Brothers and sisters, our probation can end at any time, and when it does, our characters have been fixed for eternity. Will yours be acceptable to heaven? Or is your character bearing flaws that would be unwelcome in such a holy presence? Jesus will not change a single character at His coming. You are either an over-comer and will see God face to face, or you will rise in the second resurrection.
I ask you, could there be any worse experience, then to be almost saved? To be standing outside those clear jasper walls of the New Jerusalem, in a lost condition, having once fellowshipped with God’s people, and having known these marvelous truths. Only then to realize that being unwilling to let go of pride, ambition, worldliness, or habitually speaking in a judgmental way of a brother or sister, or just never allowing the Spirit of God to develop the fruit of the Spirit, is the reason or reasons that you are about to be eternally separated from a loving God who spared nothing to save you from yourself, knowing that there is no more second chance. Yes God had to make the eternal decision as to your fate based solely on your choices.

Today I am going to invite everyone to stand who wants to let God know that their desire is to be an over-comer and to wipe the slate clean. We will ask God today to provide the power from heaven to help us get our spiritual house in order, and to give us the courage to seek forgiveness from those we have offended and to forgive those that have offended us. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. We must have it all. If you find it difficult to love a brother or a sister, if you can not experience joy in your heart or peace in your soul, if you have not been gentle to others, if your faith is at a low point, stand with me as we ask God for His special blessings today.
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