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6/30/13 – 43SH  “The Lord is Coming – Are You Ready?” Part 1
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – “The Lord is Coming – Are You Ready?” Part 1
Before we begin, let us pray…

Father in heaven, we thank you for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for the Bible and the clear directions we have to guide us through the turbulent last days of this final generation as Jesus makes ready to come for His obedient people. Deception today is widespread, especially in the world of Christendom. Enlighten us in Jesus name, Amen. 

Have you ever heard that old song, “The Lord is Coming – Are You Ready?” Listen to this part, “The Lord is coming, are you ready? Would your heart be right if He came tonight? The Lord is coming, are you ready?”
How would you answer that question, “Would your heart be right if He came tonight?”

The majority of Christians are no more ready to meet Jesus, than the statue of liberty would be able to walk across the Hudson River.

Why do I make such a statement? I can say that because the Bible tells me so. Jesus Himself said in Luke 18:8, “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”  

He also said in Matthew 22:14,   “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Why are few chosen? Jesus said this in Matthew 7:13, 14, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” 
According to Strong’s Concordance, the word strait means narrow. Gate means entrance. With those meanings, Jesus is saying narrow is the entrance, and narrow is the way, that leads to eternal life and few there be that find it. Jesus is clearly saying that the broad road that leads to destruction is filled with Christians who think they are saved and are not saved.
What is the trouble in the Christian world today that will cause most Christians to be lost?
I’ll give you that answer in a moment, but first I have to tell you why I am going to be bold in my answer. Isaiah chapter 58 verse 1 says, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression.”  
There are three things about this verse I need to point out to you. 1. A preacher today needs to cry aloud. That means he cannot keep silent when it comes to the truth for these last days. 2. And he must spare not. That means don’t worry if people reject that message, tell everyone regardless of feelings. 3. Show My people their transgression. God wants to save everyone, especially those who know about Jesus, but he can’t save Christians who hear the truth and reject it thinking they are right even though they follow error.
Whole churches are about to be lost regardless of their denomination. Satan has almost the whole Christian world swallowed up in many deceptions.

The very deceptions Jesus warned us about would be in the last days, which we are living in today. Who is it that is promoting these deceptions? I will tell you because God said to spare not. He said to show MY people their transgressions. God has your name written in the Book of Life when you accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

Jesus said this through John in Revelation 3:5 and listen very carefully,  “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”

Jesus said we must overcome something and be clothed in white raiment which is the righteousness of Jesus. What must we overcome? The deceptions of these last days. If we do not overcome them, our names will be blotted out and we will be lost.
Then who is it that could be deceiving us? You say Satan and you would be partially right. But who is Satan working through to bring deception to us? It is the pastors in our churches that are deceiving us. Oh no Pastor Vaughn, not our pastor, he is a good man, or she is a good woman. Let me tell you something, Jesus is not coming to take good people to heaven. He is coming for obedient people.
Well how is it then that our pastors are deceiving us? Well let’s look in the Bible to Malachi 2:7-9,   “For the priest's lips (now the word priest here means the religious leader and can be a pastor, priest or rabbi) “For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth:” (God’s people should be hear the pastor upholding God’s Ten Commandments, not nailing them to the cross) “…for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.” (So you see the pastor is supposed to speak for God, but what is the problem? Going on, “But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.  Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, (God is saying you pastor is contemptible and base, but Why?) according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law. Did you get that? Here is where your pastor fails. He does not teach and preach the Ten Commandments, only part of them.
Which one might he or she be failing to preach and teach? They are failing to teach and preach the 4th Commandment.Well if they are failing to teach and preach the 4th commandment, what will be the result?

We go to the Bible and look at 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12, “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

So you see, because the pastors and religious leaders, because they would not receive the love of the truth pertaining to God’s blessed and holy seventh-day Sabbath, God would allow them to come under strong delusion and they will then teach and preach deceptions.

It is God’s Word that is infallible, not the preacher. There is a crowd mentality and most people think it’s safe to align themselves with the crowd. But you see, the crowd of Christians world-wide are on the broad road that leads to destruction. 

So what are these strong delusions your pastor is teaching, what are they preaching that Jesus warned us about would be in the last days?

Here is a short list: 1. They say Sunday is the Lord’s Day when Jesus says in Matthew 12:8 “For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.” 2. They say there will be a rapture of the church and that the church will not have to go through the tribulation. That’s false as the Bible says in Acts 14:22   “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” Also Jesus when praying to the Father, said in John 17:15 “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.”
What else is deception? Your pastors teach that you go to heaven or hell at death. False. When we die the breath of God leaves the body and the body goes in the ground. The dead are in a state of sleep until the resurrection; in which the first resurrection will be the righteous at Jesus’ second coming. The unrighteous are raised a thousand years later to be destroyed in hell-fire. No one goes to a reward before their judgment. Jesus tells us when we get our reward in Revelation 22:12, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” The reward is at the coming of Jesus. Psalm 115:17 says, “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.”
What are other deceptions? They say that hell-fire will punish people throughout eternity. By that they make God a monster. Why would a loving God make people suffer for eternity? The Bible teaches that hell-fire is not burning now and nobody is in hell yet. But there will be a hell-fire at the end of the millennium that will destroy Satan and his angels as well as the wicked. They will becomes ashes and be as though they never were. The fire will go out and Jesus will re-create the earth and live with us forever. Isaiah 66:22, 23 says, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.”
Do you see? God’s seventh day Sabbath will be kept throughout eternity.
And here is what you need to know. Just as Adam and Eve had a test of obedience in the forbidden tree, so we who are living in the last generation have our test of obedience. What is it? It is either worship God and keep His Sabbath, or worship man who changed it to Sunday and reject God and His eternal Sabbath. The choice is yours. 


Time is up for today but tune into our next broadcast, “The Lord is Coming – Are You Ready?” Part 2.

In many previous broadcasts I have invited you to come and spend God’s seventh day Sabbath with us. Going to church on Saturday may seem strange, but it is the only day of the week that God blessed and made holy. He sanctified it, which means He set it apart from the six working days for holy use. Misguided men in the fourth century, did what God Himself could not do; change the Sabbath to the first day of the week. God is calling His people to come out of error and put His Sabbath back where it belongs.

End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s Day at 9:30 AM for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus.  

