July 3, 2010
Slide 1 Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
Slides 2, 3, 4, 5 The title of today’s sermon is: “What Shall I Do?
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
There is a question that was asked by a rich, young ruler in Matthew 19:16; Mark 10:17; Luke 18:18 and by a lawyer in Luke 10:25, Slide 6 “Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” There is a similar question that sincere millions of persons Slide 7 who desire to be saved have asked, “What must I do to be saved?”. Often though a person is not happy with the answer, and they either go away saddened by the costs of discipleship, like the rich young ruler, or they settle into a form of godliness that denies the power thereof and they hope that they will be lucky enough to be saved by their mere form of religion. 

But one thing is very true, and that is that following Jesus involves both a cross and personal sacrifice, as Jesus made that plain in Luke 14:27 Slide 8 “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” As the songwriter wrote, “Nothing between my soul and the Savior, naught of this world’s delusive dream: I have renounced all sinful pleasure – Jesus is mine! There’s nothing between.”

Before we cover the points of what we must do to be saved, let us first discuss exactly who this man Jesus was. Was He just a man? The Muslim faith believes that He was a very smart man who lived and was a good teacher, but not much more than that. The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jesus was created by Jehovah God, but was not God, lived as a man, died at the stake and rose as a spirit, and that very soon He and the angels will destroy all that are not Jehovah’s Witnesses.
The fact of the matter is that this man Jesus was fully 100% man and He even addressed Himself at times as the Son of man. But He was also 100% fully God, veiled in human flesh, and was addressed as the Son of God. He took on Himself humanity, weakened by 4,000 years of rebellion and transgression. Contrary to some in the Christian faith who believe that He came with the un-fallen nature of Adam, Jesus actually came in the likeness of sinful flesh, but never was there a sin that He committed. The scriptures address that fact. Romans 8:3 “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:”
Let’s first look at Jesus as God and look at what He did. Turn to the familiar text John 1:1, 2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.”  (These 2 verses establish the fact that the Word is God and He was with God from eternity past.) Verse 3 “All things were made by him; (The Word) and without him was not any thing made that was made.  Verse 3 clearly states that the Word as God, was the Creator of all things. And verse 14 clearly identifies who the Word, God is. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  Based on scripture, we establish the fact that Jesus is God and was not created, has always been with the Father, and is the creative agent of the Godhead.
This same Jesus as God, Slide 9 created all that you see as you look into the starry heavens on a clear, cloudless night. Billions of stars and millions of galaxies as far as our best telescope can see and scientists can speculate. The sun that warms our earth is 93 million miles from us, and is so big that you can put one million planets the size of earth inside the sun. That’s big. Slide 10 But look how big the sun is next to the star Arcturus… and Jesus made them both.
Slide 11 The Milky Way is about 100,000 light years across and about 1,000 light years thick. The speed of light has been calculated to be 186,000 miles a second or 700 million miles an hour, 16,800 million miles a day or 6 trillion,132 billion miles in one year.
Slide 12 This slide shows a view of the milky way looking down on it and if you look carefully, you can see in one of the arms the location of our sun… and Jesus created it all. Some have speculated that God’s throne is at the center of the Milky Way.
Coming back to earth I want to briefly look at the Genesis account of creation. Genesis chapter 1. Notice in verse one that we find the seal of God, “1:1   In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” Each day of creation started with an evening and the light part came after. Notice verses 5, 8, 13, 19, 23 and 31. Notice on the 4th day in verse 16 He made the sun and moon. He didn’t actually create the stars, but he made it so they would appear looking out from earth. Jesus had been making stars and galaxies from eternity.
On the sixth day Jesus made the crowning point of his creation of earth. Genesis 1:27 says, “So God created man in his [own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.”  Slide 13  Genesis 2:7 gives us detail. “And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 
Slide 14 This is only an artist’s rendering, but I could picture Jesus stooped over the form of Adam, paying attention to every detail, and then putting into the first man, that divine spark, the breath of life, and Adam opened his eyes and saw his Creator.

Rebellion against God pre-dates this time Slide 15 as it started in heaven with the most beautiful of all the created angels and his name was Lucifer. God never made a devil, but He did make this angel with a massive intellect, and he was even given a high position to the left of God the Father. Slide 16 At some point he harbored a covetous desire to be worshipped as a god. He rebelled against the Godhead and war broke out in heaven. Finally Slide 17 he and those angels who joined him in rebellion were cast out to the earth.
Slide 18  The holy pair were warned about the arch rebel and they knew they should have nothing to do with the one tree in the midst of the garden. Slide 19  1 John 3:4 gives the Bible definition of sin “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Adam and Eve were given conditional immortality, but sadly failed the test. We have no idea why it happened, but Eve believed the serpent and openly rebelled against her Maker. All sin is rebellion against God.
Slide 20  Adam and Eve were made to leave their home and were now subject to sin’s penalty of death. Every person to be born into the world from that time forward would be in sinful flesh with a natural propensity to sin.
When God made the human race, He made it with the intention that they should live forever. God knew the risk in giving his created beings a free will. He would force no one to obey Him, for forced obedience is void of love. With a free will the potential was there for rebellion, just as it had materialized in heaven. And so the Father and the Son instituted a contingency plan of redemption before earth was even created, in the event  Slide 21  that man would sin. Hebrews 13:8 says, “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages (or payment) of sin [is] death;” That of course is talking about the second death. And so every man would die the first death as a result of the sin of Adam, but would also have to die the second death, Slide 22, as everyone has sinned and comes under that death penalty, unless… yes, Slide 23 unless an innocent substitute could take his place.

The plan to redeem man from the second death and reward him with eternal life, would cost the innocent life of none other than,  the Creator God, Jesus Himself. Can you understand what has been done on your behalf and mine? Jesus who created all the galaxies in the universe, who created this earth in a perfect Edenic beauty, Jesus who brought the Israelites out of Egypt with a mighty hand, Jesus whose presence was seen by the Israelites atop Sinai as He wrote the Ten Commandments in stone, Jesus in the pillar of cloud by day was the pillar of fire by night, Jesus who parted the Red Sea so that the Israelites could walk to safety on dry ground and then destroyed the Egyptian army as the sea came together, yes this same Jesus said that He would consent to die the second death penalty for every man and woman that accepted Him as Savior and would choose to be obedient to the will of God.
It was for you… that He came to this earth which He created, as a babe, born to a family in poverty. Think about it. He came from the glorious palaces of heaven above, with all the riches in heaven itself and worshipped by the billions of faithful angels, just for you so that you may not have to suffer eternal loss. He endured insults as a child. Slide 24 When He was a man He was baptized into His ministry, setting an example for all who would follow Him. It was for you… that He showed us how we should live. We are born selfish, and we go through life as selfish individuals, caring primarily for our own interests. We tend to love ourselves and nourish our pride, always looking out for number 1.

But then one day we met this man Jesus. He taught us how to love by the very life He lived, a constant service for others. He had many enemies, especially in the structure church of His day. While He was healing the diseases of the people, they were plotting to kill Him. 
It was in a garden called Eden that a sinless Adam brought sin into the world. Slide 25 In another garden called Gethsemane, near the end of His life, Jesus endured unbearable agony as He contemplated what He was about to endure for fallen humanity. He was tempted not to go through with it, but he saw how many would be lost if He didn’t see the sacrifice through to completion. He said to His Father, “Not my will, they will be done.” Great drops of blood came through the pores of His skin, the suffering in the garden was so intense.

We often see many pictures of Jesus that show little of the wounds and a trickle of blood, but it is not realistic. We are going to view some pictures now that are somewhat graphic, but they are better illustrations of the Savior’s true suffering. Let’s not turn our heads, Jesus’ suffering was intense and we need to know that intensity. 
Slide 26 That same evening they took Him captive, they made Him endure 6 trials, looking to find Him guilty for some crime worthy of death. He was kicked, punched in the face, they even tore at His beard. There was no legal reason for holding Him. Slide 27 Yet a decision was made to scourge Him. Imagine, God Himself tied to a post, and a strong man taking a whip with many strands of leather having bits of steel embedded in the strands. Slide 28 With all his strength he would apply the whip to the back and as the sharp steel pieces would plant in the skin he would jerk the whip back so as to tear the skin. Lash after lash until the victim was covered with open bleed stripes across the back. He did this for you and me. Many a man died before the 39 lashes were completed. 
He was ushered back to Pilate, who found no fault in Jesus. Slide 29 He knew that once a year ay Passover, he could release a prisoner and in Matthew 27:16, 17 it says, “And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.  Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?” Barabbas was a robber, an apostate and a murderer and very dangerous. Pilate was sure they would prefer Jesus. Slide 30 To his amazement the crowd chose Barabbas.
Today the Christian world rejects Truth and chooses Barabbas. The name Barabbas means son of Abba. Abba means father.
Slide 31  Matthew 27:22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? Slide 32 “They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.”
Mark 15:15 says “And [so] Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged [him], to be crucified.” Wonder of wonders, all the suffering that Jesus did, the Father in heaven suffered along. Why? He did it for you and me. Slide 33 But this was not all, Jesus had to endure a second scourging. He had to take 39 more lashes.

Slide 34 The prophet Isaiah said in chapter 53:3-6 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: Slide 35 and we hid as it were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, Slide 36 [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Slide 37  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
Slide 38  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
Slide 39  Psalm 22:16   For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 
Slide 40  Luke 23:34   Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.  Jesus was not only asking forgiveness for those who crucified Him, no He was talking about all those who were and would be living for self in sin. He was asking forgiveness for you and me. 

Slide 41  What a God and what a Savior we serve. John 3:16 say it with me, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
And praise God, death could not hold Him, Slide 42 Matthew 20:19 “And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.” And rise again He did, as the song says, “An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.”

All that He did, all that he sacrificed, all that He suffered, He did for you and me. 

Slide 43 John 1:12 “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name:” 
Slide 44 Now back to our original question, “What Must I Do to Be Saved?


Salvation is offered freely to all, but not all accept the gospel invitation. Salvation is not forced upon us against our will, so if we choose to oppose and resist God’s purpose for us, then we shall be lost. 


Let’s now examine the process that leads to salvation. First is that the sinner must feel the need of Christ. They are not naturally drawn to Christ. The heart must be in a condition so that it can be responsive to the drawing power of the Holy Spirit. This leads the sinner to:       
REPENTANCE.

Slide 45 How shall a man be justified before God and how shall he be made righteous? Many asked that question of Peter on the Day of Pentecost and his reply was, Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out…”  Repentance includes a genuine sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; and the fact that our sins cost the life of the Savior in order to redeem us.
When we see the length of the chain that was let down for us, when we understand something of the infinite sacrifice that Christ has made in our behalf, the heart is melted with tenderness and contrition. It will lead the sinner to the second step on the path to salvation:

CONFESSION.

Slide 46 Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” The conditions of obtaining mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the forgiveness of sin. We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances, to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.
The psalmist says, "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Psalm 34:18

Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and reformation. There must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin.

The humble and broken heart, subdued by genuine repentance, will appreciate something of the love of God and the cost of Calvary; and as a son confesses to a loving father, so will the truly penitent bring all his sins before God. Slide 47 And it is written, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9.

Having been drawn by the Holy Spirit to Christ and sensing the need for Christ to be in control of one’s life, leading to repentance and confession, the next step is:

CONSECRATION.

Slide 48 Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." 

By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith.

I close with this from the Spirit of Prophecy “Christ’s Object Lessons” page 311, “When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”
When this happens then yours will be the statement of David in Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”      
A most important condition to salvation and is BAPTISM.
Slide 49 Some have asked, “Is baptism really essential?” Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” There is only one acceptable method of baptism according to Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Jesus our example in all things was baptized by immersion in Mark 1:9, 10 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water.” 

Baptism is a public testimony that the repentant sinner has been forgiven and cleansed by Jesus and that his sinful, traitorous past is buried in the watery grave.

All this understood, then the question is, just how long should it take to prepare for baptism? Well that depends on the person. Some grasp things more quickly than others, but in most cases, preparation can be made in short order. Conversion is the key. At conversion, God forgives and forgets our past; God miraculously transforms us into spiritual beings; God adopts us as His own sons and daughters. Certainly no truly converted person would want to delay baptism, which in effect publicly pays tribute to Jesus for working all these miracles in our lives. 

After baptism comes the next important and necessary step,
GROWING UP INTO CHRIST

Slide 50 Those who are just converted to Christ are, "as new-born babes," (1 Peter 2:2) to "grow up" (Ephesians 4:15) to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. It is only through the life which God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can live. So it is only through the life from God that spiritual life is begotten in the hearts of men. Unless a man is "born from above," (John 3:3) he cannot become a partaker of the life which Christ came to give. 



Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness,--all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,--by abiding in Him, --that we are to grow in grace. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us from new birth to the grave and every step of the way.    
 Shall we pray…
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