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July 7, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “The Faith of Jesus” Part 3
Let us pray…
In the last two Sabbaths, we have been exploring the “Faith of Jesus.” Why is it so important? Because it will be the faith of the remnant according to the scriptures as we read in Revelation 14:12. Let’s read it together, “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” In part 1 we discussed the three characteristics we gleaned from this verse.

They are a patient people who will endure hardship, hunger, persecution and suffering. They keep the commandments of God and they keep the faith of Jesus.

Last Sabbath we started to look more deeply into this word faith and found that the Greeks had two words for faith, the noun “pistis” while the Greek word for the verb faith, is pisteuo. (pist-yoo-o) The Greek knew that the act of faith, the verb pisteuo, was something that the person of faith did. Their language was clear pistis was faith and pisteuo was what faith did.

But in translating pistis and pisteuo, the English and other modern languages like French and German, separated the noun pistis from the verb pisteuo. Therefore the English translates the noun pistis “faith,” while translating the verb counterpart pisteuo as “to believe.”
This has caused some problems in the student of scripture, as believing implies an intellectual assent, whereas Biblical faith is specific, definite and unique. It describes a person a person who chooses to believe trust and obey God based on the Word of God.
Last week I concluded with the fact that Biblical faith, like Enoch’s, Noah’s, Abraham’s, Daniel’s, and Paul’s, rested on persuasive objective evidence that each one believed was real. And yet the remnant of the last days must exceed the faith of every recorded Bible figure, for they will keep the faith of Jesus, and that is something we do not possess yet.

Today I hope to show how most Christians who claim to have faith now, really don’t.

This week we want to gain a deeper understanding of what the faith of Jesus really is.

In many places in scripture God has stated, “I am the Lord your God.” What does He mean? He means “You are my property.” But to understand God as “LORD” without knowing Him as “LOVE” would overpower a person and drive them to despair. That is why GRACE always comes through as the loving Lord, as the Father God. We hear God call us sons and daughters and picture Him with a smile and not condemnation. John 3:17, “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” 
Just as we don’t fully understand the faith of Jesus, so we don’t fully understand the grace of God. Jerome on the eve of his execution put his hand over a flame and quickly pulled it back as his flesh shrunk from the power of the flame. It was not time for God’s grace to spare him. But the next day when they set fire to the fuel that was to destroy his body, God supplied the grace that allowed Jerome to be singing hymns to his Savior while his body was being consumed. 
God also supplied grace to the millions of martyrs who were put to death in unthinkable, inhumane tortures that defied logic.  

And we must not fear what lies ahead of us, for if we are faithful, God will supply the grace to meet the moment.
Biblical faith does not come at the end of a theological lecture, or earning theological degrees at a college or a university. It does not come from a comprehensive doctrinal study. Biblical faith is something that develops over time.         

We have the lessons of the disciples and how their faith developed as Jesus’ ministry was continuing. Jesus knew that He had 3-1/2 years to develop these men into what would become the foundation of the Christian church 

I want us to look at one particular place in His ministry, in particular, Peter’s experience at Caesarea Philippi. Turn to Matthew 16 and we will look at verses 13-17. “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some [say that thou art] John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed [it] unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”.
Jesus presented a question, rather than authoritatively declaring His Lordship because He knew that faith is never the result of mere instruction, no matter how much one knows of Biblical doctrine.
When Peter said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” he was responding to something more than physical evidence or logical arguments.
For three years many thousands had seen what Peter saw and heard what Peter had listened to, yet those same thousands helped to crucify Him whom Peter called Lord.

In other words, many of those who knew and experienced more about Jesus than we ever will this side of the second coming never made the leap of faith.

Peter called Jesus his Lord, not because he had special evidence denied to all others, but because he was willing to give up his irrational freedom and his self-centeredness in obedience to One who spoke and acted as God. Jesus was seeing faith born in His disciples, in particular Peter.
In Christ’s reply to Peter’s recognition, we can see the inner process of true faith. Most have heard the inward convicting voice of God’s Spirit, but not all men and women respond to it as Peter did. Not all see themselves as the guilty rebels that are in need of a sin pardoning Savior and power to live a victorious life.

But for Peter, he was ready to merge the Voice within with the external call he had received from Jesus. And for us, this fusing of the inward conviction, based on the teaching, pleading voice of the Holy Spirit, and the outward evidence of the historical Jesus is the basis of Biblical faith. I must repeat that because it is a solid principle that will help us understand the subject of our discussion. This fusing of the inward conviction, based on the teaching, pleading voice of the Holy Spirit, and the outward evidence of the historical Jesus is the basis of Biblical faith.
Why do most people fail in attaining to Biblical faith? Because either they have tuned out the inward Voice or they refuse to see Jesus as Lord of their life. Jesus must be seen as a God Who can be trusted and obeyed.
“By faith, Christ was the victor.” DA 756. Only the faith of Jesus can set up a defense that Satan cannot penetrate. The faith that keeps its balance when the storms roll in and everything on earth seems to disintegrate has nothing that someone else can borrow. The foolish virgins in Matthew 25 could not borrow from the wise ones when it was most needed. They learned too late that one must build their own faith just as one must do his or her own breathing.
Biblical faith is more than an intellectual experience, much more than an emotional high. It changes the whole person as Paul states in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  Biblical faith is more than believing - it is a happening.  SOP puts it this way in COL 147, “There is in genuine faith a buoyancy, a steadfastness of principle, and a fixedness of purpose that neither time nor toil can weaken.”
In DA 347 we have this counsel from the Testimony of Jesus, “A nominal faith in Christ, which accepts Him merely as the Saviour of the world, can never bring healing to the soul. The faith that is unto salvation is not a mere intellectual assent to the truth. He who waits for entire knowledge before he will exercise faith, cannot receive blessing from God. It is not enough to believe about Christ; we must believe in Him. The only faith that will benefit us is that which embraces Him as a personal Saviour; which appropriates His merits to ourselves. Many hold faith as an opinion. Saving faith is a transaction by which those who receive Christ join themselves in covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is life. A living faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering power.  {DA 347.1}”
Biblical faith then is mans proper response to God’s initiative. Those of faith are converted rebels. Thinking and agreeing with God is not enough, and feeling warm fuzzies about Him is not sufficient. In fact telling the world that Jesus was God and the Lord of the universe and that He forgives transgressors will not make men and women savable.
1 John 2:3, 4 “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” This is the genuine evidence of conversion. Whatever our profession, it amounts to nothing unless Christ is revealed in works of righteousness.
COL 314 “The truth is to be planted in the heart. It is to control the mind and regulate the affections. The whole character must be stamped with the divine utterances. Every jot and tittle of the word of God is to be brought into the daily practice.  {COL 314.1}

     He who becomes a partaker of the divine nature will be in harmony with God's great standard of righteousness, His holy law. This is the rule by which God measures the actions of men. This will be the test of character in the judgment.  {COL 314.2}”

To put it plainly, living in faith is living as Jesus did. Living in faith develops the character of Jesus. Reflecting the character of Jesus is the aim of faith.
We can therefore conclude that genuine faith is the only condition of salvation. That’s a stunner, Let me repeat that, genuine faith is the only condition of salvation. But Pastor Vaughn, you have stated in the past that there are 5 conditions to salvation and that Ephesians 2:8 is the basis of salvation. That sounds like a contradiction saying, “Genuine faith is the only condition of salvation.”
Let’s read Ephesians 2:8 first part again, “For by grace are ye saved through faith;” There have been numerous controversies to the interpretation amongst various denominations. The statement is both easy and clear. Salvation does not occur through either grace or faith alone. Salvation is not all God’s part nor is it all man’s part. If it were by grace alone, then it cannot be by faith. And conversely salvation cannot be by faith alone as that would negate grace. 
Paul is simply stating that faith is the condition that makes salvation possible. Faith is not the cause – grace is. Although faith does not possess merit in itself, the absence of faith, frustrates grace. Although grace is the source of salvation, we can have no salvation without faith. Grace is what men and women do not have in themselves, but is what they need to be saved. Let’s now read what Peter wrote
2 Peter 1:2-4 “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that [pertain] unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”
Listen to how the Spirit of Prophecy brings it all into focus:

“Genuine faith appropriates the righteousness of Christ, and the sinner is made an overcomer with Christ; for he is made a partaker of the divine nature, and thus divinity and humanity are combined.”  {1SM 363.3}
Now really listen to this next part of the statement:
“In order to meet the requirements of the law, our faith must grasp the righteousness of Christ, accepting it as our righteousness. Through union with Christ, through acceptance of His righteousness by faith, we may be qualified to work the works of God, to be colaborers with Christ. If you are willing to drift along with the current of evil, and do not cooperate with the heavenly agencies in restraining transgression in your family, and in the church, in order that everlasting righteousness may be brought in, you do not have faith. Faith works by love and purifies the soul. Through faith the Holy Spirit works in the heart to create holiness therein; but this cannot be done unless the human agent will work with Christ.”  WOW! So it is faith that permits grace to work.

With a proper understanding we can see that the typical understanding with Evangelicals and mainline Protestants is two gigantic perversions where some embrace #1. Antinomianism, the belief that the law of God no longer has any binding authority on people of faith and #2. Righteousness by works.
Under the first, antinomianism there are several variations such as A. you don’t have to keep the law B. you can’t keep the law if you tried and C. if you keep the law you are a legalist.

Under the second,  “righteousness by works,” there is the concept that A. even worthy acts in some way earn God’s love, B. satisfies God’s love, or C. meet the demands of justice, helping to secure salvation.
So what does this what we have been studying mean to the Christian world in general? Those who sadly have  emphasized grace in Paul’s writings at the expense of reducing the responsibility of faith have misunderstood both God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility.
Herein lies the danger. In such thinking, faith tends to become a passive acceptance at what God has done. For them, man’s accountability lies in just believing, or intellectually accepting His marvelous gift, then rejoicing in the fact that Jesus has paid the price, and that nothing more is necessary for a person’s salvation. Now such thinking leads to a lessened regard for disciplined, obedient concern for growth in character and diminished emphasis upon the role of the Holy Spirit in mankind’s salvation. Therefore they conclude the Ten Commandments are irrelevant.
I’m going to leave it here for this segment as there is more to discover about this extraordinary subject of faith. We will continue next Sabbath with “The Faith of Jesus” Part 4.

Shall we pray…

