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Lesson Handout - July 14, 2007
Perfection
Perfection – Getting the victory over every sin and temptation, thereby unmasking another of Satan’s deceptions, that says we will keep on sinning until Jesus comes. Perfection is not to be confused with the word perfectionism. Mortal man is incapable of perfectionism, however perfection of character is very attainable according to God’s Word.
Pluralism is rampant today in the Christian world. What do I mean by pluralism? The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines pluralism as: a theory that there are more than one or more than two kinds of ultimate reality. Based on that definition, God’s Word is the ultimate reality, therefore a theology that deviates from absolute truth, arriving at a new reality, but not in full harmony with the ultimate, is therefore what I call the new theology, or in actuality, is the old error. And many of our liberal theologians, representing those who have embraced the new theology, are the very ones who put forth the idea that pluralism is acceptable. In other words, it is acceptable for you to have one understanding on a given doctrine, even if it is different from their understanding. One area in particular is perfection of character. On one side we have those that say the atonement was completed at the cross and we will go on sinning until Jesus comes, and then Jesus will remove the undesirable traits and we will be made perfect.

On the other side there are those that say the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross made the atonement process possible, and Jesus now as our High Priest, has been in the Most Holy part of the heavenly sanctuary since 1844, ministering in our behalf, as He carries forward His work in this anti-typical Day of Atonement, now in the 163rd year, and by this process and God’s grace I am assured that I can have total victory over sin in this life prior to the close of probation.

Obviously the first belief is the result of a new theology doctrine which worked and weaved its way into denominational thinking and is carelessly held dear by a large number of believers.  

Which is correct? Is it even important? We will open God’s Word and along with quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy, we will see which one is the rock to anchor to; and which is constructed with ropes of sand. 

Genesis 17:1 “And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.”

Let me ask you two questions. First, do you think that you are less capable than Abraham, to do what God asked Abraham to do? After all we have evidence that he was a weak human being as we are, in that he committed sin and the scripture bears that out. The second question, do you think God would ask any human being to do anything that was impossible to do?

In Deuteronomy 18:13 we find a command to ancient Israel which is a command to spiritual Israel as well, “Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.” God had just finished a list of detestable practices in verses 9-12. In fact, let’s read them, “When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire,…” (Now we don’t have that exact problem in 2007, however the Israelites had been in Egyptian bondage and were adversely affected by the Egyptians who did not acknowledge the God in heaven. They had their idol gods and they constructed altars of sacrifice. They required their own children to pass through the fire. If they were not burned, they reasoned the gods were satisfied and all was well. If however the child was burned, they thought the gods were angry, and so they sacrificed the child to their gods. Even some of the children of Israel had so far degraded themselves as to practice these same abominations. 

But today, many parents are sacrificing their children at the altar of the entertainment center. Continuing, “…or that useth divination, (divination is fortune telling) or an observer of times, (that’s astrology and if you read the astrology in the newspaper or other publication, you are participating in a practice God prohibits), or an enchanter, (that’s magic, have nothing to do with it, even on television), or a witch, (today they carry a more acceptable title - psychic) Or a charmer, (this deals with casting spells), or a consulter with familiar spirits, (that’s a medium, or as the new age people call them, spirit guides) or a wizard, (again a psychic or clairvoyant which is the supposed ability to see or know objects or events that are not in sight or can’t be seen) or a necromancer. (A necromancer is a medium who supposedly consults the dead.) Now look what God says about any of these practices, “For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.” These are abominations brethren, have nothing to do with any of them. An abomination, whether it’s one of these we just listed, or homosexuality or other sexual perversion, or eating unclean creatures or whatever, we need to understand that an abomination is so detestable to God that God clearly states in Revelation 21:8 that the abominable will die the second death in the lake of fire.
So if you are practicing any of these things, and wonder why your spiritual life seems to be stuck in reverse, and your prayers seem to go no higher than the ceiling, then God is calling for you to cleanse yourself from all filthiness of the flesh. Don’t allow yourself to watch any of these things on the television. As it says in Psalms 101:2, 3 “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:” Written about 3,000 years ago, doesn’t it sound like God was writing this Psalm for our TV generation? 

Let us turn to 1 Kings 8:60, 61 “That all the people of the earth may know that the LORD is God, and that there is none else. Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.” Here again is a command to be perfect with the Lord so again I ask, would God ask us to do something that we could not do, that is connected to Him? 

There is the secret revealed. So long as we are connected to Him, we are connected to the source of the power to keep from sinning. It’s like your table lamp that is burning brightly and you decide to pull the plug. What happens to the light? Where does it go? It ceases to exist. Why? Because you disconnected the very source of power that gives the light. And so when you make the decision to turn on the T.V. to watch anything that is not spiritually uplifting and food for the soul, you have, in effect, disconnected the source of power to keep from sinning, and you have given Satan a green light to fill your mind with spiritually robbing substance.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

How is this possible? It is possible by believing and acting upon the promises. Listen to this from Spirit of Prophecy, “By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.” {COL 311.4}

Here are more promises, Jude 24 “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, …” To imply that you can’t live without sinning is to say that God’s promises don’t apply to you. Believing is a faith issue that requires an action on your part. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth …” Listen, the devils believe and tremble. But they’re lost without hope. Believing requires obedience born out of love.

Titus 2:13, 14 “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” (Do you understand this verse? Jesus gave Himself that He may redeem us from some iniquity? No, ALL iniquity and in the Vaughn dictionary of Biblical terms all means ALL. Amen?) We are to be a peculiar people in dress and diet and in conversation. Peculiar to God? No, not at all, we are to be peculiar to the world. But looking at most nominal Seventh-day Adventists today you can’t tell them from the world. They, like the ancient Israelites, love the world’s fashions and idols.
Paul had a correct understanding of perfection as evidenced in the following scriptures. 2 Corinthians 10:5 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” 

2 Corinthians 7:1 “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

Galatians 2:17, 18 “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.”
Paul believed in deliverance from the gospel:

2 Timothy 4:18 “And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

2 Corinthians 2:14 “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.”

1 Corinthians 15:34 “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.”
Paul saw that Christ would provide the victory in the following two beautiful promises: Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
1 Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, …” (God is what?) “…who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” Is that a promise we can trust? Why? Because God is faithful.

Character perfection is not the basis or merit of salvation. Salvation alone comes through Jesus Christ. But it is the primary basis of our fitness for heaven, evidencing that Christ is truly reigning in our lives.

Ephesians 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it (that He might sanctify, which of course means to set apart for Holy use, and cleanse it) with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” (A glorious church, and we’re not talking about the building, rather the word church is derived from the Greek word “ekklesia” which means “called out ones”) And notice in that verse it says not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. Can we attach ourselves to the world’s ways and idols, and be without spot or wrinkle?

What was one spot or wrinkle that we oftentimes struggle with, that was not a characteristic of Jesus? See if you can recognize the preferred characteristic in the next verse, 1 Peter 2:21, 22 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:”

(Letter 43, 1895) “We are counseled to let no corrupt communication proceed out of our mouth; but a corrupt communication is not simply something that is vile and vulgar. It is any communication that will eclipse from the mind the view of Christ, that will blot from the soul true sympathy and love. It is a communication in which the love of Christ is not expressed, but rather sentiments of an un-Christ like character.” (Letter 43, 1895).  {6BC 1117.16}

We read in 1 Peter 1:15, 16 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all (How much? All) manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” According to the Richard Vaughn’s spiritual dictionary ‘all manner of conversation’ means ‘ALL manner of conversation’. A true, consecrated and surrendered Christian will not use inappropriate language whether it is the swear words or even the slang.
{YI, August 24, 1893 par. 8} “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth,…” (How much corrupt communication? NO corrupt communication) Well let’s see what the communication should be, “…but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."  {YI, August 24, 1893 par. 8} 

“The sin of evilspeaking begins with the cherishing of evil thoughts. Guile includes impurity in all its forms. An impure thought tolerated, an unholy desire cherished, and the soul is contaminated, its integrity compromised. "Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." If we would not commit sin, we must shun its very beginnings. Every emotion and desire must be held in subjection to reason and conscience. Every unholy thought must be instantly repelled. To your closet, followers of Christ. Pray in faith and with all the heart. Satan is watching to ensnare your feet. You must have help from above if you would escape his devices.”  {5T 177.1}

Let me ask you, could evil speaking include gossip? How do we know if we are into gossip? We need to examine whether or not it is edifying and if it is ministering grace unto the hearers. Are we lifting up this person who is unaware they are being talked about, or are we communicating the negative characteristics of this person. Do we attempt to rationalize our statements by prefacing our remarks with a justification? I have a friend who is an Adventist pastor in Illinois, his name is Jan Marcussen. He will never directly say a negative thing about another person and if you approach him with a negative report about a brother or sister he puts his finger in his ears, looks at the ceiling and whistles a gospel tune. We just read “…be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” We want to be forgiven by God. How is it then that we could possibly engage in the murder of another believer’s character, through gossip, a fellow human being that Jesus died to save? In such an engagement, how could we possibly think that we must be more holy?

Turn to 1 John 2:6 “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” You see, we would like to believe that we abide in Jesus, but do we? Are we walking as Jesus walked? From the testimony of Jesus we read, {FLB 114.5} “Those who walk even as Christ walked, who are patient, gentle, kind, meek and lowly in heart, those who yoke up with Christ and lift His burdens, who yearn for souls as He yearned for them--these will enter into the joy of their Lord. They will see with Christ the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. Heaven will triumph, for the vacancies made in heaven by the fall of Satan and his angels will be filled by the redeemed of the Lord.”  {FLB 114.5}

The Testimony of Jesus in (Letter 31a, 1894) “True religion is the imitation of Christ. Those who follow Christ will deny self, take up the cross, and walk in His footsteps. Following Christ means obedience to all His commandments. No soldier can be said to follow his commander unless he obeys orders. Christ is our model. To copy Jesus, full of love and tenderness and compassion, will require that we draw near to Him daily. O how God has been dishonored by His professed representatives.” (Letter 31a, 1894)  {7BC 949.3}

And this in {COL 332} “A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only treasure that we can take from this world to the next.”

{SC 62} “The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in Paradise before the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect righteousness.”
1 John 3, verses 3, 6 & 9 “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.” “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”

"And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure." Does this text mean that the human agent can remove one stain of sin from his soul? No. Then what does it mean to purify himself? It means to look upon the Lord's great moral standard of righteousness, the holy law of God, and see that he is a sinner in the light of that law. "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin." (Letter 13, 1893)  {7BC 950.10}

A mere profession of godliness is worthless. (How valuable is it? It is worthless.) It is he that abideth in Christ that is a Christian. . . . Unless the mind of God becomes the mind of men, every effort to purify himself will be useless; for it is impossible to elevate man except through a knowledge of God. The outward gloss may be put on, and men may be as were the Pharisees whom Jesus describes as "whited sepulchres" full of corruption and dead men's bones. But all the deformity of the soul is open to Him who judgeth righteously, and unless the truth is planted in the heart, it cannot control the life. Cleansing the outside of the cup will never make the vessel pure within. A nominal acceptance of truth is good as far as it goes, and the ability to give a reason for our faith is a good accomplishment, but if the truth does not go deeper than this, the soul will never be saved. The heart must be purified from all moral defilement. (Letter 13, 1893).  {7BC 951.2}

Romans 2:13 “For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”

Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”

Hebrews 13:21 “Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”

In my years of searching and following, I recognize that the wide broad way that Jesus speaks of in Matthew 7:13 which is heavily traveled by many, I’m not talking about the world, the broad way is crowded with religious people who are unaware that Satan is leading them to destruction. And in verse 14 He says, “…strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” If we are found on the broad road and are lost, whose choice was it?

Isaiah 55:7 “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

{1SM 366} “God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul.”
1 John 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” We must be over comers.

Revelation 2:7 says, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life.” Is God asking us to be something we are incapable of being?

Jesus as God, became a man, divested of His Divinity, He met all trials and temptations in His humanity, and sought every morning for the power to do so. The very method He used is available to every child of God. We also, in our humanity, can be over comers by doing exactly as Christ did. Each morning we are to petition heaven for the power to resist all sin and temptation, and we do receive it. Then in our humanity we become partakers of the Divine nature. Even upon retiring we should ask for that same power to resist sin and temptation in our sleeping hours.
2 Peter 1:3, 4 “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

You see we have the resource to receive the power to be over comers 24/7/365. There is only one reason we will sin. We pull the plug. We separate ourselves from God, be it for an hour, a minute, or even a moment. We push the Holy Spirit from us when we choose to sin.
1 John 5:18 “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.”
Philippians 2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” We can have the mind of Jesus or the same will power. No man can be forced to sin. It says this in 5T page 177 “No man can be forced to transgress. His own consent must be first gained; the soul must purpose the sinful act before passion can dominate over reason or iniquity triumph over conscience. Temptation, however strong, is never an excuse for sin.” 
Can you comprehend this statement of Paul found in Ephesians 3:17-20 “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by (what?) faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in (what?) love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with (what?) all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, …”

James 1:4 “But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be (what?) perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”

Romans 6:6, 7 “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.”

1 John 3:5, 6 “And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.”

1 John 3:8-10 “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”

{COL 69} “When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.”

{5T 214} “Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement.”

When we started this lesson today I gave two positions that many believe today. If we hold to the position that we will continue to sin until Jesus comes, we call God’s promises a lie, and we are therefore incredibly deceived into thinking that God somehow, at Jesus’ second coming, will cause a miracle that will make us suddenly righteous and acceptable.

And then there are those who believe God’s promises and are separating them selves from those associates and those things of the world that do not foster Christian growth. They pray for the power to be over comers and they cooperate with the Holy Spirit to see that the connection remains unbroken. Therein lies the secret to perfection.
But is there that third group, those caught up in the yo-yo syndrome, up and down because they believe and claim the promises and ask for the power, yet fail to cooperate when the strong allurement from the world or some passionate thoughts snatches them away for a moment, an hour or longer? Conviction comes, but there is a hardening of the heart. 

The counsel is: “Study to show thyself approved, unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15. 

If after Jesus comes, should wake up in the second resurrection, outside of the New Jerusalem,  paralyzing fear stuns our reality with the fact that we made the choice that placed us where we are, and left God with no choice, but to remove our names from the book of life, all because we made overcoming a part time experience.

Listen, surrender of the will must be total. Character perfection is very obtainable. The Bible tells us so.                                  

Legend of Spirit of Prophecy Quotes:

COL – Christ Object Lessons; 6BC – Bible Commentaries Volume 6; YI – Youth Instructor; 5T – Testimonies to the Church Volume 5; FLB – Faith I live By; SC – Steps to Christ; 7BC – Bible Commentaries Volume 7; 1SM – Selected Messages Volume 1.
If you are ever transferred out of MCC. Then write me and I will continue to send you the weekly handouts:

Richard C. Vaughn

P.O. Box 727
South Hill, VA 23970
Your friends and relatives can study what you are studying by going on the internet and going to: http://www.victorysdachurch.org/prison.html
If you have a radio and can get decent reception, listen to Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts on the following stations and times: South Hill – WSHV 1370 AM – Sundays at 9:00 am; Lawrenceville – WHFD 105.5 FM Sundays at 8:45 am; Blackstone – WPEX 90.9 FM – every Wednesday at 12:30 pm.
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