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July 14, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “The Faith of Jesus” Part 4
Let us pray…
Once again, let us read the Scripture which is the basis of our study, Revelation 14:12: Let’s read it together, “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
What’s notable about these remnant people of the last days is that they are a patient people who will endure hardship, hunger, persecution and suffering. They keep the commandments of God and they keep the faith of Jesus.

In last week’s sermon, we were discussing grace and faith. Just as long as we hold both sides of these two keys together, they contain nothing inconsistent. On the Lord’s side it is all grace which provides pardon for sins and power to overcome. On our side it is all faith-faith that permits God’s full authority to have His will done. In other words, God initiates, man responds. But as soon as one, grace, is divorced from the other, faith, it is bound to prove a stumbling block.
God explains what has to be done and willing men and women cooperate. The Lord has the pardon and the power and He waits the human will to grasp His hand through faith. He did not however, send grace to make the lips of men and women to praise Him, while their hearts and minds continue in sin. 

The Lord did not extend grace to make sin acceptable to God, but to make men and women acceptable to God by destroying sin. Helping God to accomplish the work of grace is the Divine-human cooperation called faith. Amen?

God has set forth in His Word the conditions upon which every soul will be elected to eternal life; that being obedience to His Ten Commandments through faith in Christ.

There are those who would mock you for your faithfulness in commandment-keeping, but listen to the following words from the Spirit of Prophecy and let your soul drink it in:

“Every soul is elected who will work out his own salvation with fear and trembling. He is elected who will put on the armor and fight the good fight of faith. He is elected who will watch unto prayer, who will search the Scripture and flee from temptation. He is elected who will have faith continually and will be obedient to every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. The provisions of redemption are free to all; the results of redemption will be enjoyed by those who have complied with the conditions.”  {PP 208.1}
By grace the transformed sinner “…reflects the image of Jesus fully.” EW 71. The same grace of God pursues its original objective of “…reconciling the world unto himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19. The object being a changed humanity, “…a new creature,” 2 Corinthians 5:17, “…that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21.
“Man had become so degraded by sin that it was impossible for him, in himself, to come into harmony with Him whose nature is purity and goodness. But Christ, after having redeemed man from the condemnation of the law, could impart divine power to unite with human effort. Thus by repentance toward God and faith in Christ the fallen children of Adam might once more become "sons of God." 1 John 3:2.” {PP 64.1}
2 Corinthians 6:1 “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”

2 Corinthians 7:1 “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
When we were in the world and sensed our need of Christ, our first response of faith, in our wretchedness and soul need, was accepting God’s pardon. Then we experience  justification, in which the righteousness of Christ was credited to our life’s record, which we accept through faith. Then through the Christian growth process we found grace, the power from God to live a sanctified life through faith. In God’s grace is the pardon for sins and the power to overcome. Grace, (God’s initiative to save men and women from their sins) is always pardon and power for as long as man needs them, even until the second coming of Jesus.
Paul said it clearly in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
The process is so interesting and we have all been there. We believed in Jesus and we have repented and confessed our sins. 1 John 1:9 said, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Faith, accepting the pardon, (knowing that there is nothing we can do to earn it) is, at first a passive response. Faith extends its empty, needy hands for the mercies of God. But then, by accepting and cooperating with grace in overcoming hereditary and cultivated tendencies to sin, one assumes an active response.

I am not describing two kinds of faith any more than two sides of a single sheet of paper become two separate pieces. The same faith accepts pardon and power because such gifts are exactly what faith knows it needs.
Regardless of faith’s function in justification or sanctification, faith is still the act of the whole person, not merely a mental acceptance of, or agreement with, what God wants to do to save us from our sinful predicament.
The Spirit of Prophecy puts it his way, “Many concede that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world, but at the same time they hold themselves away from Him, and fail to repent of their sins, fail to accept of Jesus as their personal Saviour. Their faith is simply the assent of the mind and judgment to the truth; but the truth is not brought into the heart, that it might sanctify the soul and transform the character.”  {1SM 389.2}
The SOP, in that quote, reveals a people with a counterfeit faith. They are nominal Christians. They will believe or concede that Jesus is Savior intellectually, but they do not embrace him as Savior in the heart and therefore there has never been a conversion.
Now listen to the identity of the genuine Christian in this quote from COL 112. “Faith in Christ as the world's Redeemer calls for an acknowledgment of the enlightened intellect controlled by a heart that can discern and appreciate the heavenly treasure. This faith is inseparable from repentance and transformation of character. To have faith means to find and accept the gospel treasure, with all the obligations which it imposes.”  {COL 112.4} So genuine faith is a mind and heart experience. 
Faith is not genuine, nor is it complete, unless it produces a truly loving person. I need to say that once more as I don’t think everyone heard me. Faith is not genuine, nor is it complete, unless it produces a truly loving person.  What kind of a person? A truly loving person. Listen to the description of the genuine Christian in 6BC 1111. “Genuine faith always works by love. When you look to Calvary it is not to quiet your soul in the non-performance of duty, not to compose yourself to sleep, but to create faith in Jesus, faith that will work, purifying the soul from the slime of selfishness. When we lay hold of Christ by faith, our work has just begun. Every man has corrupt and sinful habits that must be overcome by vigorous warfare. Every soul is required to fight the fight of faith. If one is a follower of Christ, he cannot be sharp in deal, he cannot be hardhearted, devoid of sympathy. He cannot be coarse in his speech. He cannot be full of pomposity and self-esteem. He cannot be overbearing, nor can he use harsh words, and censure and condemn. The labor of love springs from the work of faith.”  6BC 1111.
What does Paul say in Galatians 5:5, 6? “For we, through the Spirit, wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” Faith which worketh by what?
Can we have the faith of Jesus without love? No way. 

Is it important to know the Biblical doctrines we hold dear? Yes it is important to know the doctrines. Is it important to know who the beast of Revelation 13 is? Yes because it helps to know who is responsible for the mark. Here is my point and I think Paul says it best in 1 Corinthians 13. Anything I quote in this chapter, I will substitute the word love for the word charity. 13:2 “And though I have [the gift of] prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing.” How much am I?
It doesn’t matter how much we know if we do not love like Jesus.   Do people see Jesus in us in church? How about the home? Do we love as Jesus loves, wherever we are? What good does it do us if we know all about the beast of Rome, while there is a beast within us that exhibits the characteristics of Satan? Do your children or does your spouse or any other relative see Jesus in you? Are you easily irritated? Does the flesh rise up and want to put people in their place when they annoy you?
Verse 3 says “And though I bestow all my goods to feed [the poor], and though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.”    

God wants to spend eternity with loving creatures. If we are very charitable or even if we suffered a martyr’s death, if we did not love as Christ loves, our motivations are suspect and we would be unsafe to save. Look at verse 1. “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become [as] sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” This tells us that we can speak with heavenly attributes, but if we have not love, we are a loud brass trumpet or a clanging cymbal; all noise, no heart substance.

Can mankind be fooled? Of course, especially in church. We can come to church with a very pious attitude and fool everyone. But how are we at home, or at the store, or when the telephone solicitor calls? Verses 4-7 describe the genuine Christian 24/7/365. “Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.”
And we might add, love is not critical and does not find fault with any human being. In fact love does not say anything about anyone that is not uplifting. In other words, love hears that still small voice that says, “say nothing.” Our example in all things has been recorded for our learning. We will never possess the faith of Jesus without the love Jesus loved. If God so loved the world, and Jesus died for every person, than who gives us the right to ever say anything negative about any person that God loves and Jesus died for. If we are ever to be critical about any person, it should be the person in the mirror, as we work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.
“Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” The faith of Jesus is what the remnant church must have.  

Understand this, every battle of the flesh ends in victory for Christ or for Satan. We should all pray that we can hear that still small convicting voice of the Holy Spirit more than ever before. It is Satan who pushes us to do that which we know is not right. Then when we have done or said that which we should not have done or said, Satan asks Jesus “How can you call him or her a Christian?”    

Everything we think, speak, dream, do or don’t do when we should have, is faithfully recorded. It’s usually the easiest choice to make when we yield to the flesh to the delight of Satan. But Jesus invites us to take up the cross and make the hard choices.

When Jesus was in Gethsemane, what was His desire? He didn’t want to go through with it. What was His choice? He chose the Father’s will? His faith was in the Father.

What do we need? We need the faith of Jesus. We need the faith where the human effort does not supplant the Divine will. We need the faith that works by love. If we love Jesus, we will keep the commandments. Is it not works to keep the commandments? Never, so long as the motivation is our love for God. 
You see the “works” of human responsibility inherent in Biblical faith are exactly contrary to the “works of the law” that Paul and the Scriptures so strongly condemn. Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 

Again in Romans 3:28 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”   
When a person is keeping the law in order to be saved, his is vain religion for it is by works alone that he attempts to be saved. It is firehouse religion and is light years away from the “faith which worketh by love.”  Galatians 5:6.
But the faith of the man or woman, doing the will of the Father, has the works of faith that validate the genuineness of faith. James 2:17 says, “… faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” Verse 22 “… by works was faith made perfect.” Verse 21 was talking about Abraham’s faith in his role of the sacrifice of his son. When God told Abraham what He wanted him to do, Abraham could have said, “No way Lord, Isaac is the son of promise.” How can a nation come through him if he is dead?” He evidenced his faith by unquestioning obedience and did the works that showed God his faith perfected.
1SM 366 says this and listen with your understanding, “In order for man to be justified by faith, faith must reach a point where it will control the affections and impulses of the heart; and it is by obedience that faith itself is made perfect.”  {1SM 366.2}

DA 126 “It is not faith that claims the favor of Heaven without complying with the conditions on which mercy is to be granted. Genuine faith has its foundation in the promises and provisions of the Scriptures.”  {DA 126.1}
DA 98 “It is through faith that spiritual life is begotten, and we are enabled to do the works of righteousness.”  {DA 98.3}
Finally in 1SM 395 and listen closely as this is beautiful, “To those that ask Him, Jesus imparts the Holy Spirit; for it is necessary that every believer should be delivered from pollution, as well as from the curse and condemnation of the law. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the sanctification of the truth, the believer becomes fitted for the courts of heaven; for Christ works within us, and His righteousness is upon us. Without this no soul will be entitled to heaven. We would not enjoy heaven unless qualified for its holy atmosphere by the influence of the Spirit and the righteousness of Christ.  {1SM 394.3}

     In order to be candidates for heaven we must meet the requirement of the law: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself" (Luke 10:27). We can do this only as we grasp by faith the righteousness of Christ. By beholding Jesus we receive a living, expanding principle in the heart, and the Holy Spirit carries on the work, and the believer advances from grace to grace, from strength to strength, from character to character. He conforms to the image of Christ, until in spiritual growth he attains unto the measure of the full stature in Christ Jesus. Thus Christ makes an end of the curse of sin, and sets the believing soul free from its action and effect.  {1SM 395.1}
I close with Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
We will continue the Sabbath after next Sabbath with “The Faith of Jesus” Part 5.      
Shall we pray…?
