July 21, 2007

Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “Closing Events - Part 4” 

The Sermon title is, “Closing Events - Part 4” 
Shall we invite God’s presence so as to enlighten our understanding…              
In our last three sessions on the closing events, we looked at the first part of the three major events to take place before we can enjoy eternity with our God and Creator and that was the passing of a National Sunday Law which commences the Little Time of Trouble, and the 21 subsequent events that were to take place.

Today we will investigate the second major event, the Close of Probation for the World which will begin the Great Time of Trouble and precede the second coming of Christ. 

There will be many subsequent events that will occur after the “Close of Probation” and before Jesus comes and I will list 15 events from my research, and they are not necessarily in order. Some may be continuations of the ‘Little time of trouble,’ and some may occur simultaneously with others. Those 15 events are:

1. The “Heavenly Sanctuary” has been cleansed, the investigative judgment is over, and probation closed for the world;

2. The “Great Time of Trouble” begins;

3. God’s people flee to desolate and solitary places;

4. The first plague is poured out (grievous sores);

5. The death decree invoked for violators of the NSL;

6. The second plague is poured out (oceans turn to blood);

7. The universal death decree is enforced;

8. The third plague is poured out (rivers and lakes turn to blood);

9. Martyrdom accelerates;

10. The fourth plague is poured out (sun scorches the earth); 

11. God’s Remnant people are faithful in trial;

12. The fifth plague is poured out (darkness);

13. God’s people are in the time of Jacobs trouble;

14. The sixth plague is poured out (Euphrates dries up, spirits of devils working miracles, battle of Armageddon)

15. Signs of Christ’s deliverance and the seventh plague is poured out (Hail and the greatest earthquake the earth has ever experienced)

Even though there may be a number of other events happening, the above are what we have much written in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy.

At the conclusion, the third major event will occur, Christ’s 2nd Coming.

Now we will take these last 15 items one by one:

1. The “Heavenly Sanctuary” is cleansed – Daniel 12:1 “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.”  This is from Great Controversy page 613-614. “Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, "It is done;" and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn announcement: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." Revelation 22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven," is about to be given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.”  {GC 613.2}  

2. The “Great Time of Trouble” begins - When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old.” {GC 614.1}  A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.  {GC 614.2} Those who honor the law of God have been accused of bringing judgments upon the world, and they will be regarded as the cause of the fearful convulsions of nature and the strife and bloodshed among men that are filling the earth with woe. The power attending the last warning has enraged the wicked; their anger is kindled against all who have received the message, and Satan will excite to still greater intensity the spirit of hatred and persecution.  {GC 614.3}

3. God’s people flee to desolate and solitary places - I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together in companies, and living in the most solitary places. Angels provided them food and water, while the wicked were suffering from hunger and thirst. Then I saw the leading men of the earth consulting together, and Satan and his angels busy around them. I saw a writing, copies of which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that unless the saints should yield their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the week, the people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to death. But in this hour of trial the saints were calm and composed, trusting in God and leaning upon His promise that a way of escape would be made for them. In some places, before the time for the decree to be executed, the wicked rushed upon the saints to slay them; but angels in the form of men of war fought for them. Satan wished to have the privilege of destroying the saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His angels watch over them. God would be honored by making a covenant with those who had kept His law, in the sight of the heathen round about them; and Jesus would be honored by translating, without their seeing death, the faithful, waiting ones who had so long expected Him.  {EW 282.2}

4. The first plague is poured out (grievous sores); Revelation 16:1, 2 “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.” These sores will cover the body and be both “painful and severe” as well as “troublesome and annoying.” They will be oozing type boils and ulcers that cannot be treated with medication and supposed faith healers can do nothing about. This first installment of “the wrath of God” falls upon those who have failed to heed either the third angel’s message, which warned them against worshipping “the beast and his image” (Revelation 14:9), or God’s final call to come out of mystic Babylon (Revelation 18:1-4).

5. The death decree invoked for violators of the NSL – “I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance.” {EW 36.2} “When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living God is upon His people. This small remnant, unable to defend themselves in the deadly conflict with the powers of earth that are marshaled by the dragon host, make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the highest earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his mark under pain of persecution and death. May God help His people now, for what can they then do in such a fearful conflict without His assistance!” {5T 212.5} “As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy throughout Christendom, and religious and secular authorities have combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the persistent refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular demand will make them objects of universal execration. It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to suffer than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness. The same argument eighteen hundred years ago was brought against Christ by the "rulers of the people." "It is expedient for us," said the wily Caiaphas, "that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not." John 11:50. This argument will appear conclusive; and a decree will finally be issued against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving of the severest punishment and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death. Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course toward those who honor all the divine precepts.  {GC 615.2}

6. The second plague is poured out (oceans turn to blood); Revelation 16:3 “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man; and every living soul died in the sea.” The sea is useful primarily as a highway for international commerce and travel. It has been suggested that by the obstruction of international travel and trade, this plague is designed to demonstrate in a signal way of God’s displeasure with respect to Satan’s plan to bind the nations of the world together under his control. 

“The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they might escape His judgments. But the saints had nothing for them. The last tear for sinners had been shed, the last agonizing prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last warning given.” EW 281 (1858).  {LDE 244.2}

7. The universal death decree is enforced - Important are the lessons to be learned from the experience of the Hebrew youth on the plain of Dura. In this our day, many of God's servants, though innocent of wrongdoing, will be given over to suffer humiliation and abuse at the hands of those who, inspired by Satan, are filled with envy and religious bigotry. Especially will the wrath of man be aroused against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment; and at last a universal decree will denounce these as deserving of death.  {PK 512.1} The season of distress before God's people will call for a faith that will not falter. His children must make it manifest that He is the only object of their worship, and that no consideration, not even that of life itself, can induce them to make the least concession to false worship. To the loyal heart the commands of sinful, finite men will sink into insignificance beside the word of the eternal God. Truth will be obeyed though the result be imprisonment or exile or death.  {PK 512.2} As in the days of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so in the closing period of earth's history the Lord will work mightily in behalf of those who stand steadfastly for the right. He who walked with the Hebrew worthies in the fiery furnace will be with His followers wherever they are. His abiding presence will comfort and sustain. In the midst of the time of trouble--trouble such as has not been since there was a nation--His chosen ones will stand unmoved. Satan with all the hosts of evil cannot destroy the weakest of God's saints. Angels that excel in strength will protect them, and in their behalf Jehovah will reveal Himself as a "God of gods," able to save to the uttermost those who have put their trust in Him.  {PK 513.1}

8. The third plague is poured out (rivers and lakes turn to blood) - Revelation 16:4 “And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.” Whereas the second plague would cause great inconvenience, the third plague would have a more immediate and serious effect; as the fresh water supplies are used for drinking, bathing and irrigation. Now we read the significance of this plague in the next three verses. Revelation 16:5-7   “And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.”
9. Martyrdom accelerates – “They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.” John 16:2. “Every individual in our world will be arrayed under one of two banners.  {Mar 199.1} The two armies will stand distinct and separate, and this distinction will be so marked that many who shall be convinced of truth will come on the side of God's commandment-keeping people. When this grand work is to take place in the battle, prior to the last closing conflict, many will be imprisoned, many will flee for their lives from cities and towns, and many will be martyrs for Christ's sake in standing in defense of the truth.”  {Mar 199.2}

10. The fourth plague is poured out (sun scorches the earth) -  Revelation 16:8, 9 “And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.” Normally the sun warms our planet and controls plant growth, climate, and many other natural processes necessary to the maintenance of life upon the earth. Now it sends forth an excess of heat and energy that tends to torment men and destroy life, causing the worst drought and famine the world has ever known. The literal plague is accompanied by a famine for God’s Word. Amos 8:11, 12 “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.” The people are not searching to get closer to God, just for relief from the plagues. Satan convinces them that it is the Sabbath-keepers who have brought these plagues upon the world. Instead of acknowledging their guilt, they proceed to lay the blame for their miserable plight upon those who have remained true and loyal to God. “These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that have ever been known to mortals. All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the final judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy.”  {Great Controversy 628.2} “The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while persecuted and distressed, while they endure privation and suffer for want of food they will not be left to perish. That God who cared for Elijah will not pass by one of His self-sacrificing children. He who numbers the hairs of their head will care for them, and in time of famine they shall be satisfied. While the wicked are dying from hunger and pestilence, angels will shield the righteous and supply their wants. To him that "walketh righteously" is the promise: "Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." "When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Isaiah 33:15, 16; 41:17.” {GC 629.2} "The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall preserve thy soul." "He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." Psalms 121:5-7; 91:3-10.  {GC 629.4}

11. God’s Remnant people are faithful in trial – “The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure weariness, delay, and hunger--a faith that will not faint, though severely tried. . . .  {LDE 254.2} The "time of trouble such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess, and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal.” --GC 621, 622 (1911).  {LDE 254.3} 

The remnant church will be brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world as his subjects. He has gained control of the apostate churches; but here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people of God.--9T 231 (1909).  {LDE 256.1}

On August 11th we will conclude our study of this subject : “Closing Events” – with Part 5
Shall we pray.
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