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Sermon: Christ’s Method Alone

July 25, 2009

Christ’s Method Alone at Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
Don’t Forget this afternoon after our light lunch, around 2:00 o’clock, we will have our afternoon program, “Just Another Man” with Walter J. Veith.
Why Christ’s Method Alone? Because we are in the last moments of time and what we do now, we must do quickly. There is a way to bring people to Jesus in a way that doesn’t slam people with doctrine. Jesus gave us a method that works, and that’s what we are going to look at today.  It is Friendship Evangelism.

Christ ministered to people’s needs before inviting them to follow Him. We read this in Ministry of Healing Page 143, “Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching the people. 
The Saviour (What did Jesus do?) mingled with men as one who desired their good. So the first step Jesus showed us is to what? Mingle with people!
What’s the next step? “He showed His sympathy for them,” And then the next step He what? “ministered to their needs” and in doing so what was He able to win? He won their confidence. No magic formula, just following Jesus’ example, people can be reached. So once He has their confidence, what did He bid them do? Then He bade them, “Follow Me.”  MH 143. Simple? But somehow we love to complicate things, or because of certain fears we do nothing. Let’s review what Jesus did: 

These 5 points cannot be stressed enough. It is the formula for successful soul winning. 
#1. Jesus mingled with men as one who desired their good. He was a social person and soul winning requires us to be social people. People are not coming to our door asking for the gospel. We must mingle with people.

#2. He showed His sympathy for them. There are a lot of hurting people, all with a story to tell. But nobody to listen. Sometimes a sympathetic ear will make a new friend. 

#3. He ministered to their needs.  Sympathy can be shown passively by listening, but often it can entail action to resolve a painful crisis. We are called to service as Jesus is our pattern. 
#4. He won their confidence. When you follow the first three steps, it makes step 4 happen. Some of you know this formula works.
#5. Then He bade them, "Follow Me." Through the actions of one following the pattern, the Holy Spirit works on their heart preparing them to listen to the gospel. This is why Medical Missionary work is so effective in leading souls to Jesus. Again that’s from Ministry of Healing - page 143 

This is from Steps to Christ page 83. “The humblest and poorest of the disciples of Jesus can be a blessing to others. They may not realize that they are doing any special good, but by their unconscious influence they may start waves of blessing that will widen and deepen, and the blessed results they may never know until the day of final reward. They do not feel or know that they are doing anything great. They are not required to weary themselves with anxiety about success. They have only to go forward quietly, doing faithfully the work that God's providence assigns, and their life will not be in vain. Their own souls will be growing more and more into the likeness of Christ; they are workers together with God in this life and are thus fitting for the higher work and the unshadowed joy of the life to come.”  {SC 83.2}

From Ministry of Healing page 58, “All who are under the training of God need the quiet hour for communion with their own hearts, with nature, and with God. In them is to be revealed a life that is not in harmony with the world, its customs, or its practices; and they need to have a personal experience in obtaining a knowledge of the will of God.  We must individually hear Him speaking to the heart. When every other voice is hushed, and in quietness we wait before Him, the silence of the soul makes more distinct the voice of God. He bids us, "Be still, and know that I am God." Psalm 46:10. This is the effectual preparation for all labor for God. Amidst the hurrying throng, and the strain of life's intense activities, he who is thus refreshed will be surrounded with an atmosphere of light and peace. He will receive a new endowment of both physical and mental strength. His life will breathe out a fragrance, and will reveal a divine power that will reach men's hearts.” {MH 58.3} 

And this from Christ Object Lessons page 149, “Personal effort for others should be preceded by much secret prayer; for it requires great wisdom to understand the science of saving souls. Before communicating with men, commune with Christ. At the throne of heavenly grace obtain a preparation for ministering to the people.”  

Mount of Blessings page 37, “Without a living faith in Christ as a personal Saviour it is impossible to make our influence felt in a skeptical world. We cannot give to others that which we do not ourselves possess. It is in proportion to our own devotion and consecration to Christ that we exert an influence for the blessing and uplifting of mankind. If there is no actual service, no genuine love, no reality of experience, there is no power to help, no connection with heaven, no savor of Christ in the life. Unless the Holy Spirit can use us as agents through whom to communicate to the world the truth as it is in Jesus, we are as salt that has lost its savor and is entirely worthless. By our lack of the grace of Christ we testify to the world that the truth which we claim to believe has no sanctifying power; and thus, so far as our influence goes, we make of no effect the word of God.   Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity (love), I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity (love), I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity (love), it profiteth me nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 KJV {MB 37.1}

Friendship Fact #1.  Friendship Evangelism is an unstructured, informal, conversational approach to sharing FAITH in the context of everyday life.

“Christ’s method ALONE gives true success in reaching people.”  Ministry of Healing – p.143   

Let’s review what we have learned so far: We should Mingle with others; Show compassion; Minister to their needs; Win their confidence;  Invite them to follow Jesus

Friendship Fact #2

The First Step in Friendship Evangelism is to mingle with people you already know, with a Christ-like desire for their best good.

None should consent to be mere machines, run by another man's mind. God has given us ability to think and to act, and it is by acting with carefulness, looking to Him for wisdom, that you will become capable of bearing burdens. Stand in your God-given personality. Be no other person's shadow. Expect that the Lord will work in and by and through you. The Ministry of Healing pages 498, 499 

What did Jesus do?  “The Savior MINGLED with men (people), as one who desired their GOOD”

We have an example in John 4:13,14 “Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 

Remember, the most powerful piece of your witness is to mingle with others with CARE. Mingling with people you know. This would include: Your circle of friends (not close), Work associates, Community acquaintances, Neighbors, Relatives, And your very close friends.

Let’s look at Step #2. Show Compassion.  We agree on that but how do we do it?

The answer is our Friendship Fact #3. Showing compassion to those around you is the next step in Friendship Evangelism. A simple but powerful demonstration of compassion is the act of (what does it say?) the act of listening!
Learning to Listen  Listening is something you can do anyplace, anytime;  Listening is inherently a helpful act; If someone is hurting, listening is an easy way to help them heal; Listening is inherently an unselfish act.

The silent witness of Kindness is an important part of sharing the grace of Christ with people around you.

The work of Christ was largely made up of personal interviews. He had a faithful regard for the one-soul audience. From that one soul the intelligence received was carried to thousands. (6T 115)

By personal labor, reach those around you. Become acquainted with them. Preaching will not do the work that needs to be done. Angels of God attend you to the dwellings of those you visit. This work cannot be done by proxy. Money lent or given will not accomplish it. Sermons will not do it. By visiting the people, talking, praying, sympathizing with them, you will win hearts. This is the highest missionary work that you can do. To do it, you will need resolute, persevering faith, unwearying patience, and a deep love for souls. 9T 41

He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to sympathize with the sufferings of humanity. Not only does Christ know every soul, and the peculiar needs and trials of that soul, but He knows all the circumstances that chafe and perplex the spirit. His hand is outstretched in pitying tenderness to every suffering child. Those who suffer most have most of His sympathy and pity. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and He desires us to lay our perplexities and troubles at His feet and leave them there.  {MH 249.3}

The wonderful example of Christ, the matchless tenderness with which He entered into the feelings of others, weeping with those who wept, rejoicing with those who rejoiced,… must have a deep influence upon the character of all who follow Him in sincerity. By kindly words and acts they will try to make the path easy for weary feet.– "Ministry of Healing," pages 157, 158

Matthew 25:34-36 “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.”  

Matthew 25:37-39 “Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?” 

Matthew 25:40 “And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

Matthew 25:41-43 “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.” 

Matthew 25:44-46 “Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” 

How and when do we show Compassion?

At Key Life Events When someone you know suffers an Illness; Loss of a loved one; Getting married or divorced; Moving into a new community; Birth of a child; Loss of a job, etc. 

Let’s review what we have learned about “The Five Step Pattern of Jesus;” 1. We are to Mingle with others; 2. Show Compassion; 3. Minister to their needs; 4. Win their confidence; and #5.  Invite them to follow Jesus. Repetition helps to deepen the impression. This is a successful method from God and it has been proven by God. It works. Let’s go on,

Step 3 - Ministering to People’s Needs

Though He was a Jew, Jesus mingled freely with the Samaritans, setting at nought the Pharisaic customs of His nation. In face of their prejudices He accepted the hospitality of this despised people. He slept with them under their roofs, ate with them at their tables—partaking of the food prepared and served by their hands,--taught in their streets, and treated them with the utmost kindness and courtesy. And while He drew their hearts to Him by the tie of human sympathy, His divine grace brought to them the salvation which the Jews rejected.  {MH 26.3}

The human heart longs for sympathy in suffering. This longing Christ felt to the very depths of His being. In the supreme agony of His soul He came to His disciples with a yearning desire to hear some words of comfort from those He had so often blessed and comforted, and shielded in sorrow and distress. The One who had always had words of sympathy for them was now suffering superhuman agony, and He longed to know that they were praying for Him and for themselves.  DA 687

Friendship Fact #4 The third step in sharing your faith with others is to minister to their needs. Ministry springs from a heart touched by God’s unconditional love expressed in service toward the practical needs of those around you.

Here are 8 examples of how Jesus met people’s needs. We will not look these up, you may want to write them down for study later. In the case of the wedding feast, Jesus met a visceral need. With the Money Changers, Jesus met an economical need.

With Nicodemus, Jesus met an intellectual and spiritual need. With the Samaritan Woman Jesus met a real spiritual need.

With the nobleman’s son, Jesus met a health need. And at the Pool of Bethesda Again, Jesus met a health need.

When He fed the 5,000 Jesus met a physical need. And with the adulterous woman, Jesus met a health need affecting the physical, mental and spiritual.

With all the opportunities for Service, the list could be endless. Here is a short list: Help someone who is stressed out; Provide childcare; Assist with a family emergency; Help someone find a job; Volunteer in the community; Visit the sick in the hospital; Etc., etc. (opportunities come daily)

In responding to people’s needs, It is important for us to understand how people see their own needs and work with that view.  People on the low end often cannot meet their own basic needs. People on the high end need a constant challenge. Most people are in the middle.

Jesus has given opportunity  to each of us to minister (which is the role of a servant) to the needs of others. 1, Physical needs; 2. Needs involving their safety; 3. Emotional needs; 4. Needs which give a sense of belonging; and 5. Spiritual needs. There is no question that Jesus truly is our example in ministering to the needs of others

Step 4 - Winning their Confidence

When men will show confidence in their fellowmen they will come much nearer to possessing the mind of Christ. The Lord has revealed the estimate that He places upon man. "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."  But some minds are ever seeking to reshape the character of others according to their own ideas and measure. God has not given them this work to do. {TM 189.1}

Much depends upon the manner in which you meet those whom you visit. You can take hold of a person's hand in greeting in such a way as to gain his confidence at once, or in so cold a manner that he will think you have no interest in him. Gospel Workers, p. 189

Christ inquires of everyone professing His name: Lovest thou Me?" If you love Jesus you will love the souls for whom He died. A man may not bear the most pleasant exterior, he may be deficient in many respects; but if he has a reputation for straightforward honesty, he will gain the confidence of others. The love of truth, the dependence and confidence which men can place in him, will remove or overbear objectionable features in his character. Trustworthiness in your place and calling, a willingness to deny self for the purpose of benefiting others, will bring peace of mind and the favor of God.  {4T 353.3}

In all our associations it should be remembered that in the experience of others there are chapters sealed from mortal sight. On the pages of memory are sad histories that are sacredly guarded from curious eyes. There stand registered long, hard battles with trying circumstances, perhaps troubles in the home life, that day by day weaken courage, confidence, and faith. Those who are fighting the battle of life at great odds, may be strengthened and encouraged by little attentions that cost only a loving effort. To such the strong, helpful grasp of the hand by a true friend is worth more than gold or silver. Words of kindness are as welcome as the smile of angels.  {MH 158.3}

Friendship Fact #5 - Trust is built through compassion. Winning the confidence of others cannot be forced or manipulated, but is built through non-manipulative caring love. It often happens in every day little things.

1 John 3:16 “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

1 John 3:17 “But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”

1 John 3:18 “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” 

1 John 3:19 “And hereby we know that we are of the truth…”

Winning their Confidence involves trust; Trustworthy People will not lie to you; they will Respect your property; and Respect your decisions; They will Want the best for you; and They will Uphold your dignity and worth. An Indicator of Trust is when people will share their deep inner needs with you.

Friendship Evangelism wins souls to Jesus and has eternal rewards

Step 5 Invite them to follow Jesus

There are souls perplexed with doubt, burdened with infirmities, weak in faith, and unable to grasp the Unseen; but a friend whom they can see, (that would be you) coming to them in Christ's stead, can be a connecting link to fasten their trembling faith upon Christ.  {DA 297.2}

Inviting others to follow Jesus, you must Know when to invite them; It’s important to Keep the focus on a basic relationship with Jesus; as well as to Frame your witness in terms of the needs of the other person. This is hard for most of us, but we must Learn to bite our tongue. People will let you know if they want to learn more; 

Water the seed you planted with kindness, the Holy Spirit will work on their heart; And above all, Know when to keep silent.

Understand John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Follow through is critically important. Begin with BASIC devotional habits. 1. Prayer; 2. Bible Study; 3. Time for meditation. When is the time to begin?  The time to begin is Now!
Connect with Christian fellowship. A small group study in the home. WHY? They may not be ready yet for church; And you need to build trust and therefore confidence.

Let’s review what we have learned. The Five Step Pattern of Jesus for us is that we 1. Mingle with others; 2. We are to Show Compassion; 3. Then Minister to their needs; 4. so that we Win their confidence; 

Friendship Evangelism – Jesus is coming soon – Are you ready? Will He say to you, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  We are blessed in the fact that if we have been negligent in service, we can start today to change that. We must be willing to be made willing, and God can do much.
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