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7/29/12 – 17SH  “What is the World Coming To?” Part 2”
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject –  “What is the World Coming To?” Part 2
Before we begin, let us pray…Heavenly Father, we know that Jesus is coming soon, for the signs are shouting His soon arrival. We know because we read in the Bible about the days of Noah, and we are living in a time so similar. Bless our understanding as we continue this study on what is the world coming to? In Jesus name, Amen.

For five long months Noah and his family, the true church, were tossed about by the wind and waves. Perhaps that is the length of time that the church will be tossed about and persecuted during the final spiritual storm. The Bible doesn’t directly tell us, but the suggestion is there. It will be relatively short, but very intense, much like the mega-storm in Noah’s day. 
But eventually as the waters began to recede, angels guided the ark to a protected spot amid several mountains that were relatively close together. This calmed things down inside the ark, for it was no longer tossed by the wind and the waves. 
The water receded through evaporation as the sun warmed the earth again. The Bible says, “… God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; …” Genesis 8:1. So the wind accelerated the evaporation process. But not all the water was taken back into the atmosphere. The vast and deep oceans that were created by the flood were capable of holding much of the water that could not go back into the atmosphere. The oceans also greatly reduced the surface land mass. 
Eventually, Noah wondered if it was dry enough to go out of the ark. So he opened the window in the ark and let out a raven. He was looking for some sign, some evidence that God’s word was being fulfilled. But the raven could not find a place to land so it just flew back and forth from the ark. Sometime later, he sent out a dove, but again it had no place to land, so he waited again. On the second attempt, the dove brought back an olive leaf, which brought great joy to Noah and his family. No doubt the angels guided the dove to do this so that Noah would know that life was returning to the earth. The third time the dove was sent out it did not return. 
Genesis 8:5 says that “in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.” It was still almost five months until Noah would come out of the ark. This was a time of anxious waiting. There was apparently no communication from heaven, so Noah just had to wait. And God’s people during the final crisis will also have to wait on God. They will have anxiety, but their confidence in God will be strong. 
No doubt Noah was so anxious to look outside the ark that he may have looked out the window, but all he could see, perhaps were the tops of the mountains. The ark was gradually descending below the mountain peaks as the water receded. But Noah had no choice but to sit and wait for instructions from the Lord to come out of the ark. The same is true of God’s people during the time of trouble when in their hiding places or dungeon cells. Their faith will be tested like Noah’s was. 
Later, Noah removed the top or covering of the ark, and when he looked around the earth looked dry. But it still wasn’t time to depart. Likewise, God’s people will see little signs, or tokens that deliverance is near, but they will still have to wait. Their patience will be tried. 
Finally, an angel came down to the ark and opened the door for Noah. Imagine a flash of light hovering over the ark. And then the huge door begins to swing open. I don’t know about you, but I suspect that the same angel that closed the door now opened it. We do not know whether this angel was Christ himself, but it could well have been. It was certainly at His command. But I like to think that perhaps it was Michael, the archangel himself, who released Noah from the ark. 
Then “God [Christ himself, who was always the communicator between God and man] spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee.” Genesis 8:16. What a thrilling day that must have been! Noah was free again! What a relief!
Likewise, when God’s people are delivered, their faces light up and their countenances are changed. Listen to this from Great Controversy, “A marvelous change has come over those who have held fast their integrity in the very face of death. They have been suddenly delivered from the dark and terrible tyranny of men transformed to demons. Their faces, so lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are now aglow with wonder, faith, and love. Their voices rise in triumphant song: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.” Psalm 46:1-3
Noah rejoiced when he came out of the ark and so will God’s people when they come out of their hiding. 
So, let us understand the sequence before and after the flood, which is parallel to the end of time and the second coming. God had said to Noah before the storm, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark…” Genesis 7:1. He says to His people in the last days just before the final storm, “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.” Isaiah 26:20. This is exactly what He did with Noah as the prophetic type.
Then, after the storm, which is a representation of the tempest of judgment and destruction that will come upon the world at the time of the second coming, God tells Noah to come out. 
When Christ returns, He opens their doors and calls forth his faithful ones. When God’s enemies are neutralized, God’s people will also be called out of their hiding places, no more to fear, but to praise and glorify their Redeemer, just as Noah did when he came out of the ark. 
Listen to this statement from a book titled Maranatha, page 290. Speaking of those who have been hidden in the caves and dens of the earth because of the tempest of violent persecution for their fidelity to the Law of Jehovah, particularly the Sabbath commandment, it says; “But deliverance comes to the people of God. To their enemies God will show Himself a God of just retribution. From the dens and the caves of the earth, that have been the secret hiding places [or chambers] of God’s people, they are called forth as His witnesses, true and faithful.”
I hope you can see the multiple parallels here. Noah was hidden in the ark, safe from God’s vengeance on the wicked. Many of God’s people will be hidden in the dens and caves of the earth, safe from the vengeance of the wicked. Like Noah, they are called forth to a new earth. Christ opens their doors and they are set at liberty. 
Some are in prisons, but kept safe by holy angels. Their dungeon doors are opened by the command of Christ and they are set free. Many are hidden in the chamber of the grave, safe until the resurrection of the righteous. Christ will command these to come forth and will open their doors also. 
And there is yet one more parallel. Christ opens one more door. He brings the redeemed to the Holy City, the New Jerusalem. He opens that massive gate and welcomes the redeemed into His glory. What a day that will be! I want to be there, don’t you? 
God uses the symbol of a door in Noah’s ark to teach us about the doors He will open for us. The door on Noah’s ark is a fantastic prophetic illustration of the experience of the last generation with Christ. He knows how to protect you from the evil one. But He also knows when to call you out of your hiding chamber. He will open the door. 
But did you know that in order for you to be there on that day when Christ opens the door of the Holy City for you, you must open the door of your heart to Him now, just like Noah did as He walked with God every day of his life. You can do it by the power of God. It is indeed possible. 
When Noah came out of the ark, he was so thankful to the Lord that his first impulse is to express his love and appreciation for God’s protection through the crisis. His first act was to offer a sacrifice of each kind of clean beasts and fowl.
Here again is a symbol of the redeemed that will have the door of the New Jerusalem opened to them. They too will be so thankful that they will do something very special. Listen to these words from the book Early Writings, pages 288, 289. It is a ceremony of rejoicing that takes place outside the New Jerusalem. “Then I saw a very great number of angels bring from the city glorious crowns—a crown for every saint, with his name written thereon. As Jesus called for the crowns, angels presented them to Him, and with His own right hand, the lovely Jesus placed the crowns on the heads of the saints. In the same manner the angels brought the harps, and Jesus presented them also to the saints. The commanding angels first struck the note, and then every voice was raised in grateful, happy praise, and every hand skillfully swept over the strings of the harp, sending forth melodious music in rich and perfect strains. Then I saw Jesus lead the redeemed company to the gate of the city. He laid hold of the gate and swung it back on its glittering hinges and bade the nations that had kept the truth enter in. Within the city there was everything to feast the eye. Rich glory they beheld everywhere. Then Jesus looked upon His redeemed saints; their countenances were radiant with glory; and as He fixed His loving eyes upon them, He said, with His rich, musical voice, ‘I behold the travail of My soul, and am satisfied. This rich glory is yours to enjoy eternally. Your sorrows are ended. There shall be no more death.’ The redeemed host bow and cast their glittering crowns at the feet of Jesus, and then, as His lovely hand raised them up, they touched their golden harps and filled all heaven with their rich music and songs to the Lamb.” 
Again we just got started and the clock says it’s time to end the broadcast this week. We will cover –  “What is the World Coming To?” Part 3 in our next broadcast.  End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s day at 9:30 for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

