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“What’s Good About Death?”

Shall we invite God’s presence? ...

What’s good about death? Could there be anything good about death? There are some who have reached the end of their rope and mistakenly view death as a sweet release from all the accumulated pain; but is it a release desired? What is really sweet about the possibility of eternal separation from the God who withheld nothing to save us all?

Most people who have ever lived on this planet do not consider death to be a friend that one wants to be in the company of. 

Now if Jesus should tarry, in fulfillment of His promise to come again, we would all experience or taste what can be called the first death. And of course, the reason would be is that we are all sinners. How do we know we are sinners? The best definition of sin in the Bible tells us in 1 John 3:4, “Sin is the transgression of the law.” Which law? Why the great moral standard of God, the Ten Commandments of course, which is the law that will determine if we have been found obedient and fit for heaven, or disobedient and lost. Those who choose obedience journey in a sanctified walk, dying daily to sin and receiving the imparted righteousness of Christ.

Romans 6:23 tells us, “For the wages of sin [is] death.” Wages are what we earn; therefore death is earned by sin.   In rebellion against God’s clear instructions, our first parents committed the sin which brought the first death into the world, forfeiting their conditional immortality which they had, causing every son and daughter of Adam to be born as mortal human beings; mortal meaning subject to death. Mortal humans who live long enough will die; but the death Paul is speaking of, earned by sin, in the verse just read, is the second death from which there is no resurrection. I want to come back to this subject of the second death, but first there are some here who need a little understanding of the first death.

When I was in my 20’s, I went door to door selling large family Bibles. My manager, Albert DiLollo, would tell me, “Ritchie, everyone wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die.”


Let us take this time to review this subject of death and understand what it is according to the infallible word of God. Even before that let us see what death is not. It is not the immediate release of some disembodied spirit that suddenly leaves the body at the last breath, winging its way to an eternal destination with full consciousness and awareness; that destination being either a blissful heaven or a place of torment. It is amazing how many people who profess to be Christians, have fallen for these false doctrines which had their origin in Eden with the words, “Ye shall not surely die.” Genesis 3:4. What’s even more amazing is the vast number of religious leaders in the multitudes of denominations that perpetuate these lies. Why are there so many who believe these errors? The answer is simple. They fail to study the gift of God’s word that blows away all the confusion.


To understand death we first must understand what a soul is. Is a soul some sort of entity apart from the body but dwelling within it? The answer of course is no. God does not put a soul into anyone. Mormons have the belief that there are many souls in heaven waiting for a body, and so they are encouraged to have many children; and they do.


Genesis 2:7 makes it crystal clear. “And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” A living soul is a combination of body plus breath. Death is creation in reverse. Remove the breath from the body and a person becomes a dead soul with no consciousness or awareness.


The Bible is clear about this fact of no consciousness or awareness. Remember, the Bible was written by 40 men over a period of about 1600 years. But they wrote under inspiration as the Bible states in 2 Timothy 3:16   “All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” Men wrote as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Godhead. Make no mistake; the Holy Spirit does not contradict Himself from Genesis to the Revelation. Any supposed contradiction found, would be in the head of fallible human beings.

Well what is death like? I don’t believe there is anyone here who can tell us by experience. But I am sure there is more than one here who has had surgery and was put completely under. The last thing you remember is the administration of the anesthesia. The next thing you remember is the recovery room. You have absolutely no recollection of the period between, even though the surgery may have lasted a whole day. That’s what death is like. You remember nothing. Now let’s look at some scriptures that state that clearly.

Ecclesiastes 9:5,10  “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not anything, ….” verse 10 “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” 

Psalm 115:117 “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.” At almost every Christian funeral, the people have the deceased in heaven praising Jesus and singing in the choir, but the Bible says that is a lie. 

One scripture is all that God needs to give us on any subject in order for it to be complete in understanding. But because man always tries to make the Bible say something other than the clear truth stated, the Holy Spirit inspired additional scriptures to be written to confirm the facts.

Job 14:12,21 “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” Verse 21 “His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.” So the dead are not even aware of graveside visits. Psalm 146:4 “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” 

How long will people remain in their graves? Jesus speaks to us in John 5:28, 29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” By this Jesus clearly states that every person who has ever lived on this planet will be resurrected; either at His second coming, or 1,000 years later to face the executive judgment of the God of justice. But He doesn’t call them down from heaven or up from some fictitious hell-fire; He says they are all in their graves.

What did Jesus call death? John 11:11-14 “These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.” Jesus clearly called death a sleep.

Now let’s look once more at Job 14:12 “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” The inspired writer calls death sleep, but notice when death will continue to: When the heavens be no more. 

Well when is that? 2 Peter 3:10  “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise” So people will remain in their graves until the second coming at the end of the world as we know it today. 

Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:13. "But I would not have you to be ignorant brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."  God wants us to be intelligent on this very serious subject of death which even Paul under inspiration called sleep.

When do people get their reward? Revelation 22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” No one gets their reward before they are judged. When Jesus comes the righteous will be glorified and the living unrighteous will die and sleep the sleep of death until the millennium is over.

What happens to the righteous dead at the second coming?                  1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” This is so clear, why would Jesus come back to get the saints if they’re already in heaven. 

Paul enlarges on this truth in 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” So what happens to the righteous dead at the second coming? They will be rewarded by being raised from the sleep of death; they will be given their glorified immortal bodies and be caught up to meet the Lord in the air as they begin their eternal life. So that’s the truth from God’s Word about the mystery of death. Spiritualism is a big, phony lie of Satan!

1,980 years ago Jesus made the promise that every sincere Christian holds dear, found in John 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there] ye may be also.”
So, what’s good about death besides the end of pain? Death for the saved Christian is temporary and need not be feared. It will be like an unconscious moment. Righteous Abel has been dead for almost 6,000 years, but his experience in death will seem like a moment in time; as will ours.
The only person that should ever fear death is that person who dies in an unsaved condition. Why? They should fear death because on the authority of God’s word, they will be resurrected and they will have to taste the second death, from which there will be no resurrection. The second death will be over a thousand year’s future and it will be in the lake of fire as stated in Revelation 20:14, 15 “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”   

This will be the hell fire which was originally prepared to be the place that the devil and his angels would be destroyed; but man in his rebellion against heaven is making the choice to join the arch deceiver and his rebels. We need to understand that the destruction of the earth by fire is not burning throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity as taught by most of the deceived Christian churches. God is not un-merciful; He is in these remaining moments of time, still the ever approachable God of mercy and grace. It is not the will of God that any man should have ever gone to the grave lost. They do so only by their own personal disobedient choices.

Everyone here is either a sinner in a condition of being saved by the grace of God, living a life of obedience and doing those things that are pleasing in His sight; or they are a sinner in a lost condition who will come up from the grave to experience the second death.

What is similar about these two groups of sinners? The answer is that they have sinned and both have come under the death penalty. The second death must be paid for the sins committed in both groups. The second death must happen.

Now, what is different about these two groups of sinners? What is different is WHO dies the second death? The disobedient one will die their own second death from which there will be no resurrection, nor will there be any God of mercy to hear their pleas. When probation has ended, God’s mercy and grace will have been withdrawn from this planet and the God of justice will pour out Revelation 16’s seven last plagues. The post-probation period will have no God to hear their prayers or their screams. If they managed to live through the plagues, they will then taste the first death when Jesus comes for His redeemed ones, as the brightness alone will destroy those lost who would still be alive. But terror will not have ended there for when they are resurrected a thousand years later; they will die the second death for their own un-repented, un-confessed sins.

It just doesn’t have to be that way. God has said so.  Ezekiel 33:11   “Say unto them, [As] I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” Can you not feel the emotion in God’s voice? He doesn’t want one to be lost. As Judge however, He can only decide based on the choices made by the sinner. If willful disobedience has been the life record of the impenitent one, than he or she has chosen the second death not God. There are so many that have lived what they thought are decent lives. They have not murdered any one and tried to be normal law abiding citizens. If they studied God’s law they would say they have kept most of them.  But James wrote in James 2:10 “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all.” Why must we keep 10? 
Because Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”  That’s all inclusive and not pick and choose! So what happens if we do not want to keep one commandment? Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer [shall be] abomination.” 
The obedient group however has accepted the gift of the God who loved the world so much that He provided the way of escape. Their second death would be provided by a cruel Roman cross, where the Creator Himself, loved His created ones so much, He died “once for all.” Heb. 10:10.  All that is that accept the basis of salvation and meet the conditions.

Few realize the risk taken by God to make the way of salvation possible. He, who was and is eternal, chose to take on the flesh in the fallen human condition, and meet every temptation man could possibly face, and meet it in His humanity without the aid of His Divinity. The only way He could get power to face the temptations is the same way we can, on our knees asking for that heaven sent help. But Satan zeroed in on Christ more than any man, for he well knew that if he could get Christ to fail and sin, humanity would be lost without a hope, and he could carry his rebellion into the universe. Christ the sinner would be lost. The Father and the Son both knew what was at stake. Christ would have to face the most severe tests that go to the extreme limits of human endurance, physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. Jesus was no ordinary man, He was God made in the likeness of sinful flesh who had to meet all of the tests with no more advantage than we would have. 

Do we really understand what the second death is? We need only to look at Jesus on the cross to understand the horrors that the unsaved will know when they are resurrected to receive the executive judgment of God. 

Yes He died once for all but it was the second death that He tasted for all of the redeemed. The scripture says in Hebrews 2:9 “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.”
2 Corinthians 5:21   “For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no sin; …” Can you really grasp this verse that Paul wrote? For He (The Father) made Him (Jesus Christ) to be sin for who? For us and that would include whosoever will.

Jesus the sin bearer would now die the second death that we deserved to die, the second death that was so devastating to the Son of God, not so much for the physical pain of the 78 lashes from two scourgings, or the wounds on His head and hands and feet, no much more was the pain of the separation from the Father when the indescribable blackness created the moments when the Father and the Son were in disconnect for the very first time since eternity, forcing the agonizing cry from His lips, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Matthew 27:46. 
The horrors of the second death began in Gethsemane where Jesus was well aware of what was but hours away. No wonder that Christ’s human nature recoiled against that terrifying experience when He flung Himself on the ground in the garden. “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death,” He groaned, “And He went a little farther and fell on His face and prayed saying, O My Father, if it be possible let, this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” Matthew 26:38, 39. The cup which He drank was something no other human being before or since has truly tasted. In fact, since time began, He is the only person ever to have truly died. The full terror of hopelessness in the second death is what He tasted in the full consciousness of its killing reality. He scarcely felt the physical pain on the cross. The intense soul suffering that evoked a perspiration of blood in Gethsemane, at the last, broke His heart as He hung there naked before the universe. The Psalmist recorded these words, “Reproach hath broken My heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked [for some] to take pity, but [there was] none; and for comforters, but I found none.” Psalm 69:20 

The pen of inspiration wrote this in DA 685.2 “But now He seemed to be shut out from the light of God's sustaining presence. Now He was numbered with the transgressors. The guilt of fallen humanity He must bear. Upon Him who knew no sin must be laid the iniquity of us all. So dreadful does sin appear to Him, so great is the weight of guilt which He must bear, that He is tempted to fear it will shut Him out forever from His Father's love. Feeling how terrible is the wrath of God against transgression, He exclaims, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death."
Every person who dies the second death, from which there will be no resurrection, will experience the terror of the wrath of God against transgression. This is what Jesus experienced and great was His fear that He would be shut out eternally from the Father’s love.

Back to the original question which; is the title of this sermon. “What’s Good About Death?” On that cross God poured out all of His love for mankind. He does not want any person to be lost. If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, and you are faithfully keeping all ten of His commandments, while walking with all the fruit of the Spirit and witnessing as God gives you opportunity; the answer to what’s good about death, is that there is nothing to fear. Jesus has died the second death required for those sins you have been forgiven of, and He will keep His promise to come again and receive you unto Himself.
All of creation is groaning with tsunamis, fires, volcanoes, relentless storms, earthquakes, famines, tornadoes and wars; global economic failures; all the signs of the end are telling us that soon and very soon, the God of creation, yes our God of redemption will be on His way, through the vast corridors of heaven, joined by the untold billions of angels, coming to gather His elect from the four corners of the earth.

Are you ready for Jesus to come? Is your life right with Jesus today? The world is not going to get better for the master deceiver is turning up the heat in his assault on the children of God. If you’re not right with God and you’ve made a mess of the control of your life, maybe today it’s time to tell the God who has given so much to secure your salvation, that you want Him in your life, today, while your hear him speaking to your heart.

As surely as Jesus was born in Bethlehem as was prophesied, so this event of the second coming will happen in this final generation, He will come as He promised. And He wants you to be ready,

Let us bow our heads as we pray…. 




