Remember Ten

Sabbath August 7, 2004

Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church

Today’s sermon, “Remember Ten”

Three Sabbaths ago, we went over the many scriptures in the New Testament, that positively identified Jesus, the second person of the Godhead, as the Creator God. We further discovered in the ninth chapter of the book of Nehemiah, that it was Jesus as the Creator God, who on Mount Sinai wrote the Ten Commandments in stone with His finger. Today, we are going to take a closer look at those commandments, for it was also Jesus who said in John 14:15 “If you love Me. Keep My commandments.”

Shall we pray….

Turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 5, as there is no higher authority among men, than the words of Christ Himself. We will start in verse 17. Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” Let’s look at the word destroy. The dictionary defines destroy as, “to put an end to, to do away with.” The dictionary defines fulfill as, “to meet or satisfy”. There are some who would like to believe that what Jesus was saying is, is that He fulfilled the law and therefore did away with the Ten Commandments. Is that what Jesus was saying? No, certainly not!!

If that were the case, then that would be an apparent contradiction. They would say that Jesus was saying, “Think not that I am come to do away with the law, or the prophets: I am not come to do away with the law, but to do away with the law.” That makes no sense. The word fulfill does not mean to do away with as in this case that would be a contradiction, so the correct application would be that he met or satisfied the righteous requirements of the law. He fulfilled the commands. He kept it, and since He is our example in all things, we are to keep the law too. Let’s go on.

Verse 18. “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Let me ask you a direct question. Since Jesus said these words, has it ever been recorded in any historical record that the heaven and the earth have passed away? No there is no such record. Do we have any Biblical reference telling us that the heaven and earth as we know it now, will pass away? Keep your finger on Matthew 5:18 and turn to 2 Peter 3:7,10,12. Verse  7 “But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” Verse 10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” Verse 12 “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”  

So the Bible is clear that in the future, the heavens will pass away and the earth will melt with fervent heat. And since Jesus says that the law is in effect until then, every thing in the law, down to the dotting of an ‘I’ or the crossing of a ‘t’. And since it was Jesus, our Creator, who wrote the commandments in stone, there is no question, that when He said in John 14:15 “If you love Me. Keep My commandments,” that He was referring to the Ten Commandments and nothing else.

Now look what else He says in verse 19 of Matthew 5. “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, (Now that’s sin because 1 John 3:4 says that sin is the transgression of the law) yes, Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” So be careful how you stand on the Ten Commandments. Jesus Himself declares in unmistakable terms that sin, unconfessed and unrepented disqualifies one from salvation. Further, if you or some pastor ever teaches that we do not have to keep the commandments, you or that pastor is hopelessly lost. Why? Because Jesus says that person will be called least. To be called least, means you won’t be there and your name will not even be mentioned. This is serious!

Now Jesus has more to say on this subject. Turn to Matthew chapter 7 and we will look at verse 21. “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Let’s examine Jesus’ words carefully. He says “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord.” Who is Jesus talking about? He’s talking about Christians. Non-Christians are not going to address Jesus as Lord, Lord. So Jesus states clearly that these Christians are unacceptable for heaven. Why? Because they are not doing the will of the Father. What is God’s will? Keep your finger there and turn to Psalm 40 and verse 8. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, David wrote, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” God’s will is that His people should keep His law. Is that clear? This is not coming from some man’s idle speculation, you are reading it straight from the mouth of Jesus, the Word of God.

So now we go back to Matthew 5:21 and we find that these Christians are unacceptable because they are not keeping God’s law. Now look at verse 22, as these Christians try to make a case for themselves, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?” So they are trying to tell Jesus about all these wonderful things they have done, but how does Jesus respond? 

Verse 23 “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Jesus will tell them I NEVER knew you! Let me ask you, why would Jesus tell professed Christians I NEVER knew you? He gives the answer, “ye that work iniquity.” Some Bible translations use the word lawlessness. It is still the same thing. Christians are either knowingly or in ignorance, breaking God’s law. 

James stresses the importance of this situation in his 2nd chapter and verse 10. “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” How many commandments do you have to break to be guilty of breaking all ten? Just one, my brothers and sisters. Just one.  

Are you beginning to see how serious this matter is? Now let me tell you why most of the Christian world living today will be lost. It is true that we are saved by grace through faith in what Jesus has done for us. But grace does not excuse willful and continuous disobedience. The fact of the matter is that no one will be saved in their sins, they are only saved from their sins. One cherished sin will neutralize all the power of the gospel. Your eternal life can hang on how you respond to what you hear today. 

My brothers and sisters, know this for a certainty, Satan hates God and He hates God’s law. He knows scripture. He knows what Jesus said. He knows what the Holy Spirit moving upon James caused him to write. So Satan realized that if He could get the Christian world to break only one commandment, then He could bring them down to eternal ruin, along with himself and the evil angels who joined him in his rebellion against God.

But which Commandment? Let us look at our obligation to our fellow mankind as it is embodied in the last six commandments. Turn to Exodus 20:12. “Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.”

That is the 5th commandment and it carries with it a promise of long life. Most Christians will not fall on this commandment. However, Satan will take whomever he can, but he cannot trip up the entire Christian world on this one.

Look at verse 13, which is the sixth commandment. “Thou shalt not kill.” We have been told in Isaiah 42:21, the Messiah would magnify the law and make it honorable. Jesus put the magnifying glass on this commandment. Keep your finger on verse 13 and turn to Matthew 5:21, 22. Jesus said “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment:” To be angry with or to hold a grudge against another brother or sister is equated by Jesus to be guilty of breaking the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” We can even include the sin of a perverted appetite as self-murder. It could be tobacco, alcohol or drugs. Overeating or eating those things God commanded His people not to eat. Through this commandment Satan will have many Christians fall, maybe some in this sanctuary today. But hardly the whole Christian world.

Exodus 20:14 “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” On this the seventh commandment many throughout Christendom are guilty, and Satan welcomes as many into his camp on this very commandment. Jesus magnified this commandment to include lust, as we read in Matthew 5:27,28 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” We read in Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” God knows your innermost thoughts Many Christians will succumb to this evil, but certainly not the majority.  

Exodus 20:15 which is Commandment number eight. “Thou shalt not steal.” Many Christians fail on this commandment, as there are many ways one can steal, even in ignorance. Do you return tithe to the Lord’s treasury? If not, that is the highest form of theft and the quickest way to poverty. It would be far better to rob a bank manned by mortal men and women, than to steal one penny of the Lord’s money by withholding God’s tithe. God will make your 9/10 blessed go much further than 10/10 unblessed. In the category of stealing, let me ask you this, have you ever been over-changed at a bank or retail store? Did you return it immediately or did you feel it’s their tough luck? Are you submitting an honest income tax return. When you make an appointment with someone at a specific time, are you ever late? You are stealing time from those who were on time. Even though Satan can gain many souls, the eighth commandment is not a commandment to nab the majority. Let’s move on.

Exodus 20:16 “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” Even what appears to be an innocent white lie, is in the eyes of God, a monstrous sin? Why? Because it is not absolute truth. Practical jokers and those who often say, “I was only kidding,” are in great danger, as they have usually strayed from truth, to obtain a moment of humorous gotcha.

‘I was only kidding’ is heard in heaven as ‘I was only lying’. Oh c’mon you say, God has a sense of humor. Then will you please show me in the Bible where any distortion of truth has God’s approval? Yet Satan is thrilled with Christians who don’t know how to guard their tongue or their thoughts.    

Exodus 20:17 “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.” The tenth commandment does not hold the ingredients that Satan needs to arrest the entire Christian world. Neither have any of these six commandments we have just reviewed, which hold our duty to our fellow man.

So we will turn our attention now to the commandments that hold our duty to God. The first commandment is found in Exodus 20: 2,3 “I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” First of all Egypt is always equated with sinful life, so Egypt applies to each of us, as that is where we were when we came to Christ. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” How many other gods? No other gods. What could possibly qualify as other gods? Anything that gets your time, your attention and your money, becomes your gods. 

One hundred years ago, most Christian families had family altars and families spent time studying their Bibles and praying. Today the family altar is an entertainment center, where much time is wasted as the attention is focused on the soaps, the sports and the sit-coms. Much money is spent for the best and the loudest equipment. Surround sound. Even the fashion gods find a place before God. A good number of Christians fit in this slot and Satan enjoys their foolish choices. But he wants the majority and in the poorer countries, this is not the commandment that fills his goal.

Exodus 20:4-6 “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” More than a billion Christians belong to a church where idolatry is practiced. But let’s look into our own lives. Do we find any idols? Enough said, but still the second commandment is not the majority killer.

We will now look at the third commandment in Exodus 20:7, “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” Forget the world, many Christians need to examine themselves closely on this one. Often times when surprised for one reason or another, the exclamation is heard, “Oh my God!” And yet the outburst is not in reverence or worship. Even the slang uses of God or Jesus are quite commonly heard coming from a Christian’s lips. Gosh darn, or Golly. Gee whiz or Jeepers. We are not speaking with sanctified speech when we resort to slang. 

You may say that’s splitting hairs and everybody does it. No my friends, not everyone. There are those who follow the master, and no such record reveals such defects in His character.

I said before that Satan hates God. He hates God’s law. His anger is especially directed towards the only other institution, besides marriage, that came out of Eden. Let us now look at Exodus 20:8-11, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

We find that Jesus kept the seventh day Sabbath in Luke 4:16, “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” He is our example in all things and He is the Creator that after six days ended His work of creation according to Genesis 2:2 and He rested on the seventh day, and in verse 3, He blessed the seventh day and He set it apart for holy use, through sanctification. 

Because God’s people were forgetting His Sabbath, it was on Mount Sinai that he thundered His voice in saying “Remember the Sabbath day”. Remember means don’t forget!

Yes this 4th commandment became the special target of Satan because he hates it. His plan was to get the entire Christian world to forsake God’s Sabbath and embrace the counterfeit Sabbath, that had its roots in Paganism. All through the book of Acts, we find Paul always preaching on the seventh day Sabbath. It was obvious that such a change could not happen right away, at least not until the apostles were long gone. 

It was not until the fourth century after Christ, that the seventh day Sabbath of God, began to lose ground to the Pagan day that worships the sun, Sun-day. Up until this time Pagan Rome persecuted the Christians unmercifully. Then the Pagan Roman Emperor Constantine became a Christian. The Christians, who were by far in the minority, welcomed the cessation of persecution. Constantine would use his influence over the Pagan world, so long as the bishops at Rome would compromise in two important areas. Number one – The pagans could not fathom an invisible God, they needed gods they could see and touch. So the second commandment that forbid idol worship, was torn from God’s law by the church at Rome. So the new pagan-Christians gave their idols new names.

Next there was a problem with this seventh day Sabbath. The pagans were not willing to change their first day worship of the sun. The bishops at Rome reasoned that since Jesus arose on Sunday the first day, they would  make it a day of celebration in honor of the resurrection. The transition from Sabbath to Sunday took about two hundred years until the Christian world was keeping the counterfeit Sabbath of Satan, Sun-day.

Then came the reformation in the 16th century and a number of Protestant churches springing out of the Roman Catholic Church, claiming ‘solo scriptura,’ the Bible and the Bible only. But in the area of God’s seventh day Sabbath, they did not follow scripture, rather they continued the tradition of first day worship. The daughters of Rome, to this day, comprising nearly the whole of Christianity, continue to honor the false Sabbath Sunday, and only a few ever question why.

What does God say we should be doing on the first day? Look again at the fourth commandment. “Six days shalt thou labour.” Sunday through Friday are working days according to God. And the seventh day is God’s Sabbath. What is the majority of the Christian world doing on God’s holy Sabbath day? I tell you, they are trampling all over it. The malls are filled with shoppers, the sports complexes are filled to capacity, the theaters record numbers of entertainment seekers. Yes Satan has the whole world breaking this one commandment, so they can be guilty of all ten. Only the 4th commandment begins with the word remember. Why? Because God knew they would forget.

What does God say that needs to be done? Turn to Isaiah 58 and verse 1. “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” What is this transgression that God wants His people to be made aware of? 

Verse 13 “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”  God is saying that His people are trampling His Sabbath. He says “If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath,” in other words, if His people start keeping it they will be blessed. Look what He calls those who repair the breach in His law. Verse 13 “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.”

We are faced with a decision that has eternal consequences. Do His commandments and have the right to the tree of life. Or we can choose to reject God’s law and worship in vain. What about the prayers of those who do not want to hear the truth about God’s law? Turn to Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” God has never put His blessing on Sunday. It is a man made tradition and nothing less. What did Jesus have to say about tradition? In Matthew 15:6-9 Jesus was referencing the 5th commandment, but the principle applies to all the commandments, listen, “Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” When you know the truth on God’s Sabbath and continue to hold the Sunday, what does Jesus call your worship? Vain. And what does God say about those who faithfully choose to keep His commandments? Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”

Do you delight to do the will of God? Is His law within your heart? Will you keep His Sabbath? Jesus died to save you. But He cannot choose for you. It is Sabbath or Sunday? Truth or tradition? The Savior or Satan?

Shall we pray….
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