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“The End Time Church” Part 1
This Sabbath and next Sabbath, we are going to take a fresh look at the parable of the ten virgins that was just read, and then I want to us to look at end time issues and what is at stake. 

This parable contains deep mysteries concerning God’s end time people. It brings out special truths regarding the condition of God’s people just before Christ’s second coming. It has a dual application, first to the advent believers in 1844 and secondly to our day, the final generation to live before His second coming.
We are going to cover 17 points that Jesus gives us in the parable of the ten virgins. But first let us first seek God’s guidance…

The servant of the Lord wrote in Great Controversy page 393 “The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the Adventist people. In Matthew 24, in answer to the question of His disciples concerning the sign of His coming and of the end of the world, Christ had pointed out some of the most important events in the history of the world and of the church from His first to His second advent; namely, the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70), the great tribulation of the church under the pagan (through the 4th century) and papal persecutions (AD538 – 1798), the darkening of the sun and moon (May 19, 1780), and the falling of the stars (Nov. 13, 1833). After this He spoke of His coming in His kingdom, and related the parable describing the two classes of servants who look for His appearing. Chapter 25 opens with the words: "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins." Here is brought to view the church living in the last days, the same that is pointed out in the close of chapter 24. In this parable their experience is illustrated by the incidents of an Eastern marriage.”
Looking again now at the parable in Matthew 25 verse 1, “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.” 

Point #1 we see that there are women in the parable that are called “ten virgins.” First of all we need to establish the fact that a woman in prophecy pertains to either God’s church or the fallen churches of Babylon.
Jeremiah 6:2 “I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate [woman].”
There is, however, a church in Revelation 17:1 that is called a “great whore,” indicating the fact that it is a corrupted adulterous church, unfaithful to Christ, which of course we know that indisputably and with a certainty that it refers to the Roman Catholic Church system. In the same chapter, verse 4, we read that she is the mother of harlots, which would be the daughters who came out of her and continue in her unfaithfulness. What is this spiritual adultery or unfaithfulness to Christ that this great whore and her daughter churches have and continue to commit? Let me give you a short list. 

God gave His holy and blessed seventh day Sabbath to man on the seventh day of creation and it was to stand as an eternal memorial to His creation. But Rome said we will accommodate the sun worshipping pagans, and in the 4th century after Christ, they changed God’s unchangeable Sabbath, to the first day of the week, and the churches of Protestantism which sprang from her beginning in the 16th century, continued this rebellious Sunday worship. Then there is the false doctrine of the immortality of the soul, believing that one goes immediately to heaven or hell at death, when the Bible teaches that those who die will not live again until the resurrection of the righteous at the second coming or the resurrection of the wicked one millennium later.  The false Augustinian doctrines of original sin and infant baptism; the eternally burning hell fire; the secret rapture lie, the second chance lie and the thousand year reign of Christ on earth lie; all false doctrines and many more, with origins in paganism embraced by Rome and taught today by her daughters, the Sunday keeping churches of Protestantism.
But the women in this parable are not harlots, rather they are called virgins. In other words, they have a pure faith. They believe and teach the truth of the gospel and thereby do represent God’s true church of the last days.
Incidentally, the 144,000 mentioned in Revelation 14:1-5, are described in verse 4 as virgins. It says they are not defiled with women, which means they were not spiritually corrupted by the false doctrines of the harlot churches, a few which we have just listed.

Back to our parable in Matthew 25 we find in verses 3 and 4, “They that [were] foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: verse 4, But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.”
Point #2 is that all ten have lamps. What does a lamp represent according to the Bible? Well let’s let the Bible tell us. Turn to Psalm 119 verse 105, “Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” And look at verse 130, “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”
So when verse 1 says they took their lamps; that verse tells us this is a Bible believing church with a pure faith. 
Point #3 in verse 1 it says they went out to meet the bridegroom. Who is the bridegroom? Jesus. So this describes the second advent movement. It wasn’t a case where they just heard about it, these ten virgins or end time Bible students understood that Jesus was coming and it says they went out to meet the bridegroom, they were looking forward to His second coming.
Point #4 is found in verse 2 and that tells us that five of these ten virgins, that have a pure faith, were wise, but it also says that five were foolish. Who were the foolish virgins? Let us list three of the characteristics of the five foolish virgins. 
1. They have a real interest in the gospel and they believed it, but they have a divided heart as they are also interested in what the world has to offer. One foot is in the church, the other is planted in the world.
2. They knew what the perfect standard of righteousness was because they had the word of God.

3. Their energies were paralyzed with self love. They lived to please and glorify themselves. They did not have the oil of grace in their hearts. They had a fluctuating experience based on uncertain principles.
Point #5 in the parable is in verse 3 and it says that the foolish virgins took no oil with them. The wise virgins had oil in their lamps and extra oil in their vessels. We know that the oil is a symbol of what? The Holy Spirit. But Oil is also a symbol of truth John16:13 and grace and love, Romans 5.
The question is, do we possess the Oil? We make the Oil manifest in what our true spiritual condition is by our conduct and by our conversation. What do you like to talk about, what do you like to think about? What does your eyes behold?
If we are not so vigilant because we know not the hour and become foolishly careless and fail to have our vessels filled with oil, that is the truth of Scripture through the Holy Spirit accompanied by the love and grace of Christ, we will not be prepared and will not be brought to the wedding.

The wise virgins have faith, love and patience, exhibiting all the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22, 23. Their experiences are daily nourished by the Holy Spirit through the study of the Word and an unceasing prayer life. They are not conformed to this world as Paul wrote in Romans 12:2. “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
1 John 3:22 says, “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.” We cannot please God if we have a half-hearted flickering faith; that is not burning brightly. We have to have a daily experience in the things of God in order to please God.
Here are two questions to ask yourself. 1. Do I love God with all my heart, soul and mind? 2. Do I love the truth? 2 Thessalonians 2:10 states, “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” This verse makes it clear that the people living in the last days, who call themselves Christians, are going to be lost because they did not receive the love of the truth, therefore, verse 11 “And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:” In other words God allows them to believe the lie as told in the false doctrines invented by men and the result was, they were condemned. They would not search for the truths in Scripture, so they embraced the false precepts of men..
The wise virgins love God and they love the truth and their conversation is not on the mundane foolishness of this world – Philippians 3:20 says “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:” It is one thing to read these scriptures, it is quite another thing to acquire, embrace and live them.
Point #6, it says in verse 5 “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.” The bridegroom tarried which means He was delayed. So in the parable Jesus was telling this last day church that was looking for His coming; that He was going to be delayed. Around the world today there are numerous former SDA’s that are SDA’s no longer, primarily because of the delay. They heard the truth and embraced it, they believed Jesus was coming very soon and did not want to be caught off guard. But when His coming didn’t occur when they wanted it to happen, they stopped studying and Satan allured them back to a desire of the former things like injudicious appetite, sports and entertainment and other things that gave them pleasure. Their church attendance was in spurts until one Sabbath they disconnected altogether, never more to walk with God’s people. The danger there, is that none of us know the day we may breathe our last. They didn’t have enough extra oil to hold out the long night hours. Notice here that the delay was predicted and it resulted in the foolish virgins not being ready. The self deceived believe that one day they may return to the church, but at a time when they feel more ready. Maybe, they reason, Jesus won’t come for twenty or thirty more years.
God’s prophet wrote on the experience of the two classes who experienced the disappointment of 1844, in GC 394 she wrote as follows, “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept."By the tarrying of the bridegroom is represented the passing of the time when the Lord was expected, the disappointment, and the seeming delay. In this time of uncertainty, the interest of the superficial and halfhearted soon began to waver, and their efforts to relax; but those whose faith was based on a personal knowledge of the Bible had a rock beneath their feet, which the waves of disappointment could not wash away. "They all slumbered and slept;" one class in unconcern and abandonment of their faith, the other class patiently waiting till clearer light should be given. Yet in the night of trial the latter seemed to lose, to some extent, their zeal and devotion. The halfhearted and superficial could no longer lean upon the faith of their brethren. Each must stand or fall for himself.”

God knows our motivations better than we do. Hebrews 4:12 says “For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  God knows our secret innermost thoughts. How foolish it is to trifle with God’s mercy. There are the foolish virgins who physically leave the church and there are those foolish virgins who physically remain in the church, but their hearts are in the world.

Then there are the foolish virgins who avidly study every wind of doctrine and always look for new light and some embrace the theology of the Shepherd’s Rod, or maybe the Feast Day crowd, and some get caught up with the group that says the Holy Spirit is not a person and Jesus was not with the Father from eternity past, but was begotten some time later, and still other foolish virgins are caught up in time excitement taking old time prophecies and creating a new application. All such have taken the devil’s detour from the commission we have been given to preach the three angels messages, and have landed squarely on the broad road leading to destruction. We have been given the following counsel concerning time setting:
“I plainly stated at the Jackson camp meeting to these fanatical parties that they were doing the work of the adversary of souls; they were in darkness. They claimed to have great light that probation would close in October, 1884. I there stated in public that the Lord had been pleased to show me that there would be no definite time in the message given of God since 1844.”--2SM 73 (1885).  {LDE 35.2}
     “Our position has been one of waiting and watching, with no time-proclamation to intervene between the close of the prophetic periods in 1844 and the time of our Lord's coming.”--10MR 270 (1888).  {LDE 36.1}
     “The people will not have another message upon definite time. After this period of time [Rev. 10:4-6], reaching from 1842 to 1844, (Church of Philadelphia) there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844.”--7BC 971 (1900).  {LDE 36.2}
     “I have borne the testimony since the passing of the time in 1844, that there should be no definite time set by which to test God's people. The great test on time was in 1843 and 1844; and all who have set time since these great periods marked in prophecy were deceiving and being deceived.”  {LS80 221.1}

I heard a story of a very wealthy man in Texas, who had no children or close relatives. Unknown to most people, he had two wills. The first one disclosed that his funeral was to be at 3:00 AM, in the morning. Although he had many friends and distant relatives and business associates, only a few people attended his funeral. At the funeral the second will was read and it disclosed that his entire fortune was to be split equally to those who attended his funeral. Everyone else slumbered and slept.
Point #7 is do YOU have enough oil to deal with the delay? I think back to the time when I was 16 years old and flew from North Brunswick, NJ airport to Montauk Point Long Island, using half a tank of gas. I was offered to fill my tank, but I refused since I still had a half tank. But half way back on Long Island I got into a dense fog and by the grace of God and His protecting angels, I made it back on fumes and the engine stopped once I cleared the high tension wires over the railroad, still 100 feet in the air. The decision I made in Long Island, WAS it wise or foolish? I ask again, do you have enough oil to deal with the delay of the bridegroom?

Point #8 in verse 5 of the parable says, “…they all slumbered and slept.” All who wait for the Bridegroom are represented in the parable as slumbering and sleeping, because the Lord delayed His coming. Verse 6 says, “And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”

In response to the midnight cry, the wise virgins rise and their spiritual life is replenished as they had the extra oil in their vessels. Their focus continued to be on things above and not things below. They discerned where their source of supply was and appreciated the love that God had for them and they opened their hearts to receive the Holy Spirit. And so their lamps were trimmed and burning and sent steady rays of light into the moral darkness of the night; they had the oil of grace in their hearts. So Point # 8 was that they were all sleeping but when the midnight cry came the wise had sufficient oil in their vessels.
Point #9 Verse 6 said “And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” Why does the Bridegroom come at midnight? Because Jesus is coming at the darkest period of earth’s history. Isaiah said in chapter 60:2 “For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people:” Listen, this is not talking about the world, the gross darkness covers the so-called Christian believers who profess faith in Jesus but are living under the gross deceptions of the false doctrines of the wine of Babylon. Let me digress for a minute and turn to Revelation 18:3. “For all nations have drunk of the wine (false doctrines) of the wrath (passion) of her fornication, (unfaithfulness to Christ).” First of all it’s not talking about those who could care less about Jesus Christ. It’s talking about Christians the world over who have swallowed all the false doctrines that had their origin in Paganism, then embraced by the church of Rome and bequeathed to the harlot churches that came out of her, the Protestant denominations who continue to uphold the pagan day of worshipping the sun, Sun-day and all the other false doctrines like the immortality of the soul or in other words going to heaven or hell at death, or infant baptism, or the suffering of the lost in the eternally burning flames of hell fire, the secret rapture, or Christ reigning on the earth during the millennium, or the second chance after Jesus comes, or sinning until Jesus comes and then made perfect. All these and more constitute the wine of Babylon that the churches of the Christian world have been drinking for over 5 centuries now, and they are spiritually drunk and cannot discern the real truth so plainly written in God’s Word.  
In closing, I want us to see a fit description of this spiritual drunkenness of the Christian world today given in Isaiah chapter 29. Turn there if you please and we will be starting in verse 9. Isaiah 29:9, the Scripture reads “Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.” They are not staggering from fermented beverages, rather they are staggering from the fermented doctrines kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. Continuing, 29:10 “For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.” Brethren, Here is the condition of the Christian church today. It is in a deep sleep. God has closed their eyes to the true understanding of the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. They have no true prophet, in this verse called a seer, that God hath covered. 
Verse 11, “And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which [men] deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it [is] sealed:” So many people have gone to their pastors with questions on the book of Revelation and have been told it is a sealed book. There have been other pastors who have ventured into Revelation, but because of their lack of understanding on the prophecies of Daniel, they are left with only speculation and conjecture. They guess at what the mark of the beast is and don’t even know who the beast is; therefore they will never understand the mark until they actually have it along with their deceived congregations. 
Verse 12, “And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.” They have been to seminary and Daniel and Revelation are not part of their studies so they are left to plead ignorance. 
Verse 13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near [me] with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:” They go to church every weekend, I say weekend because the majority of SDA’s are described here along with Sunday keepers. They pray, they sing and they return God’s tithe. Jesus said it through the prophet Isaiah and spoke it again in Matthew 15:7-9.  “[Ye] hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with [their] lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching [for] doctrines the commandments of men.” In verse 6 Jesus said “Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.” Sunday keeping is a tradition which is obedience to a commandment of men and Sabbath-keeping is obedience to a commandment of God. One is vain worship, while the other is honoring the Creator.
What did Jesus say about His professed followers when He comes? Jesus Himself said in Luke 18:8 “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” Who will we OBEY?
Listen, God’s people are in all churches and in all religions. Some deceived souls say that all religions lead to heaven. But that is not so. Wikpedia reports that there are reported to be over 38,000 Christian denominations throughout the world. God started the Christian faith with a single church of 12 men and when He comes He will have but one church, united in the truth of His Word, keeping all Ten Commandments and possessing the faith of Jesus. 
In Revelation 18:4, we read God’s final call for His people to come out of the confused churches of Babylon. It says, “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
There is so much more I have to share on the parable of the ten virgins. We covered 9 of 17 points; so next Sabbath we will conclude our study and we will look at its application to end time issues and what is at stake.

Shall we pray,
1

