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Not many in the world, care to be living within the will of God. But everyone here today does not want to be living outside the will of God.
Shall we invite God’s presence? “Heavenly Father…

To our 4 candidates for baptism, I direct this message specifically and to every one else, it applies to you as well. Jesus said in Mark 3:35 ”For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.”  Jesus says that doing the will of God makes us members of His immediate family.

Paul wrote in Heb 10:36 “For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.” 

I was doing my daily exercises one morning and a Doctor Lutzer was giving a sermon on “The Will of God”. Not far into the sermon he stated that, “I don’t know what the will of God is, but everyone must discover that for themselves. He almost knocked me off the rowing machine with that one. He gave scriptures and encouraged everyone to study and pray so that God can reveal His will. But if He, with his doctorate of divinity, doesn’t know what the will of God is, how is his congregation supposed to know? Unless they search the scriptures where God’s will is revealed.


I am going to break this sermon into 4 parts.

First- Understanding what God’s will is and what it is not, as clearly defined in scripture.

Second- Identifying what we approach the will of God with.

Third - What it entails or requires from us, and

Fourth - The results of living within God’s will.

Eph. 5:15-17 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
We lack wisdom, we are unwise IF we are not making every attempt to know what the will of God is.

  The apostle Paul wrote in Col. 1:9,10  For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
The Spirit of Prophecy tells us:

Whenever men choose their own way, they place themselves in controversy with God. (We’re talking about Christians here)
 They will have no place in the kingdom of heaven, for they are at war with the very principles of heaven. In disregarding the will of God, they are placing themselves on the side of Satan, the enemy of God and man. Not by one word, not by many words, but by every word that God has spoken, shall man live. We cannot disregard one word, however trifling it may seem to us, and be safe. There is not a commandment of the law that is not for the good and happiness of man, both in this life and in the life to come. In obedience to God's law, man is surrounded as with a hedge and kept from the evil. He who breaks down this divinely erected barrier at one point has destroyed its power to protect him; for he has opened a way by which the enemy can enter to waste and ruin. 

     By venturing to disregard the will of God upon one point, our first parents opened the floodgates of woe upon the world. And every individual who follows their example will reap a similar result. The love of God underlies every precept of His law, and he who departs from the commandment is working his own unhappiness and ruin. (Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing - MB52)

This is the first point and I have already given you God’s will. 

Did you get it? 

Simply put. What ever we glean from scripture that is given to us by God, or the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the testimony of Jesus, we are to do. Because God has revealed what He wants for us, ...then you are privy to His will. Any command. Any instruction in righteousness, which is right living, we are to apply to our lives. Everything given by God is for our best possible welfare. Be it the Ten Commandments, or any other command in scripture that applies to us, any instructions in regard to civil obedience, or any command in regards to diet. This is 

God’s will. And followed...we naturally have a better life. 


And we are okay, unless we choose to remove ourselves from God’s will, so that we may have our own way. For example: When God in His word says don’t touch, He meant leave the pig alone and when He said don’t eat, He meant lobster, shellfish and foods that will harm us. When He says don’t watch and don’t hear, He wants us separate from the world, so that we will not fall prey to Satan’s allurements. And that especially means soaps and sports, which have a most intoxicating affect on our psyche. And when He says don’t speak, He means there is a time to keep silent. It is not punishment. It is because He loves us and wants us to live quality lives. He knows what’s best for us. It is for our joy here, in this veil of tears, while we watch and wait for His return. Best of all, He does not force us... to do His will.


The Psalmist wrote in Ps. 40:8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.


Then in Ps. 119:10,11 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  So, keeping the 10 commandments is a very important part of God’s will. Jesus made that very clear in Mat. 5:17-19 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  


Jesus first claims that He did not come to do away with the law, but to fulfil it’s righteous requirements, and this, to leave us a perfect example. But in verse 19 He clearly states that condemnation is upon a single commandment breaker and anyone who teaches that the commandment is of none effect. That brothers and sisters, clearly is what God’s will is not.


Now look at Psalm 1:1,2 as God’s will is revealed in verse 2, and the opposite is in verse 1. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.    1:2   But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  

Look closely at verse 1. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly. This could be addressing the counsel of especially religious people. You’ve heard their counsel haven’t you?

It doesn’t matter what day you keep holy.

I keep Sunday in honor of the resurrection.

The 10 commandment law was nailed to the cross.

We’re not under law, we’re under grace.


The will of God is not emotional religion. Tears ago, I was in a Mormon visitor center in Maryland and a young woman said to me, “I just know this has to be the true church.” I said “why?” She said, “Because it feels right”.

When I first learned of the Sabbath 45 years ago, it took a while for me to adjust to the fact that Sunday was not a sacred day. But it felt sacred. Feelings have no place in following the will of God. It does matter which day you keep holy and what you teach others in those regards. 

What could be sadder then to hear Jesus say, I never knew you. Look at 

Mat 7: 21-23 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  

Jesus is talking about religious Christians. People who are trying to explain all that they did for Him and in His name. They did evangelistic crusades. They healed the sick and cast out demons. But Jesus said depart from Me. Why? Because they work iniquity. He charges them with lawlessness. They have trampled God’s Sabbath and made light of it. They have walked outside of the will of God. They have condemned themselves. 


1 John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

My second point- What do we approach the will of God with?

Listen to David’s counsel to his son Solomon

1 Chron28:9

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.

Isa. 1:19

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  

Listen to the Spirit of Prophecy - Counsels on Stewardship - Pg. 128


God does not compel anyone to love Him and obey His law. He has manifested unutterable love toward man in the plan of redemption. He has poured out the treasures of His wisdom, and has given the most precious gift of heaven that we might be constrained to love Him, and come into harmony with His will. If we refuse such love, and will not have Him to rule over us, we are working our own ruin, and we shall sustain an eternal loss at last. God desires the willing service of our hearts. 


He forces no one. He only asks what He gives. Our choice, from a heart of love for his God. We approach the will of God with a willing mind and an obedient heart. 

My third point is what it entails, and what is required of us to live within the will of God?

The basis of salvation is what Jesus did for us. We can do nothing to save ourselves. Jesus did it all. He paid the price in full. 

But there are 5 conditions to salvation. So long as Satan exists, we have a work in maintaining our salvation. 

We must believe, John 3:16. 

We must repent - Luke 13:3,5. 

We must confess 1 John 1:9. 

We must be baptized. John 3:3,5,6.

We must keep God’s commandments. John 14:15. “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 
The fruits of the Spirit must be evident in our lives. Good works will be the result.

1 Peter 2:15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:
The will of God may also require suffering and even a martyr’s death, especially as we near the close of earth’s history. 

Luke 9:23,24 Jesus said:

And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.  
Peter added to this in 1 Peter 3:13-17 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?  But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.   And in:

1 Peter 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.
My fourth point is the results of living within God’s will.

Ps. 119:165  Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them. 
Rev 22:14   Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.  
There are times when we don’t feel very saved. We’ve all experienced it. And Satan presses us when we are in these low points. We need to examine ourselves and see wherein we may have stepped outside the boundaries of the will of God. We need to eliminate what we know to be wrong. Identify the problem. Repent for that transgression. Confess it. Accept God’s forgiveness, for brothers and sisters, His forgiveness is a precious promise. 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
God’s word says. Believe it. That settles it. Thank Him for a clean record.

In fact, follow Paul’s words:

1 Thes 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
Let us pray….
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