August 14, 2010
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
The title of today’s sermon is: “Outrageous, Overworked Organ”
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
At the recent Hartland camp meeting, one of the speakers suggested that we sing many hymns, but do we really understand the words? For example, we sing, ‘Sweet Hour of Prayer,” But how long do we really pray? Another son, ‘Onward Christian Soldiers,’ but who really is? Still another, “I Love to Tell the Story,’ but who really is? 

Listen carefully to this quote: “When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.”  {COL 69.1}
What does the character of Christ consist of?

For one thing we know is that He lived without sinning – Listen to this interesting quote found in Our High Calling, “Do not settle down in Satan's easy chair, and say that there is no use, you cannot cease to sin, that there is no power in you to overcome. There is no power in you apart from Christ, but it is your privilege to have Christ abiding in your heart by faith, and He can overcome sin in you, when you cooperate with His efforts. . . . You may be living epistles, known and read of all men. You are not to be a dead letter, but a living one, testifying to the world that Jesus is able to save.”  {OHC 76.5}
1 Peter 2:21, 22 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:”
So Christ was our example in all things but notice that there was no guile in His mouth. As our example, in His entire life, He never said anything deceitful, nor did He ever say a word to anyone that He wished he hadn’t said. How about you? I can think of numerous times, I wished I had said nothing. Once the words leave the mouth, they can’t be retracted.
The enemy of souls works at cross purposes with Christ. From 2T 287 we read the following, “If professed Christians were all sincere and earnest in their efforts to promote the glory of God, what a stir would be made in the enemy's ranks. Satan is earnest and sincere in his work. He does not want souls saved. He does not want his power upon them broken. Satan does not merely pretend. He is in earnest.”

The scriptures warn us in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”

I want to talk about the things the devil uses to prevent us from doing what God wants us to be doing, and prevents us from having the character of Christ. He has many weapons in his arsenal. The S.O.P. says this,
“The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fire and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science seeks to explain all these. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels restraining the four winds that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture.” 6T 408
Revelation 12:12 warns us this way, “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

So Satan uses weapons of natural disasters, he also gets nations to war against each other with huge loss of life, much to his pleasure; he has been causing death and destruction for almost 6,000 years, but I want to talk about a weapon that is most destructive and affects each of us. It’s that Outrageous, Overworked Organ that each of us have behind our lips and between our cheeks, situated between the upper and lower jaw.
Here’s how James describes it in James 3:1-8

“My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same [is] a perfect man, [and] able also to bridle the whole body.  Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body.  Behold also the ships, which though [they be] so great, and [are] driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!  And the tongue [is] a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:  But the tongue can no man tame; [it is] an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  ”

Did you get that? Man can tame a horse, put a bridle in his mouth and make him obedient to the will of his trainer. In a big ship, it is a tiny little rudder that turns the ship. But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Our tongues have the attributes of a black widow spider, a scorpion or a coral snake. Full of deadly poison, have mercy Jesus.
All that said look what else James said in James 1:26, “If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion [is] vain.” Wait a minute; we need to read this again. If any man, and that’s all inclusive ladies, if any man among us seems to be religious. What do we call a person that seems to be religious? Well maybe we should bridle our tongue and not say. But if any man among us seems to be religious, what does he do? He deceives his own heart and what does that make his religion?  It’s all in vain and it’s worth nothing. Wow!
We know the Bible tells us in Matthew 6:24 that "No man can serve two masters." We cannot serve God with a divided heart. Bible religion is not one influence among many others; its influence is to be supreme, pervading and controlling every other.
DA 313, the Testimony of Jesus is, “The likeness of Christ stands out as distinct from that of Satan as midday in contrast with midnight. And only those who live the life of Christ are His co-workers. If one sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being is contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness.”  {DA 313.1} 
The definition of a Christian is one who is Christ-like. By that definition, most who call themselves Christian are not Christians and based on what we just read, by retaining one cherished sin or one wrong practice, the whole being is contaminated. That man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness and is therefore an agent of Satan.
Well how do we know if we are in that category? We go back to the Great Exemplar and ask did Jesus ever give us an example of complaining? No. Did He ever give us an example of fault finding? No. And who do we think we are anyway if we tell another brother or sister in the church about the faults of another member. What do we need to do? Bridle our tongues and ask God to remove such thoughts. If we are not going to say something uplifting about a brother or sister, we should say nothing at all.

If we have aught against a brother or sister we are to go to that brother or sister according to Matthew 18, and not report the problem to the pastor. 

I want to relate a story that I heard from a speaker at Hartland that portrays the deadly poison that is hidden in the power of the tongue.  It’s about an SDA family, years ago, that were trying to witness to a family that were unchurched and apparently were not religious. They thought it would be a nice gesture to take their little boy to Sabbath School if the family were okay with the idea.  They said okay and the boy was ecstatic with his first experience. He asked to go every Sabbath and was overjoyed with what he was learning about Jesus and the Bible. Some of the other little boys wore neck ties and he decided that he was going to save his money and buy one to wear to church. He finally had enough, bought a tie and wore it to church. It was very loud and not such a nice choice, but he was so proud of his new tie. Once in church, one of the church busybodies saw the boy and went over to him, grabbed the end of the tie and held it over his head and said this tie is inappropriate for church and should never be worn in God’s house. The boy was devastated and you can guess the results. The boy never went back to church and the SDA family was never able to witness to that family again. That child will remember that moment his entire life.

Turn to Proverbs 6:16-19, and will be reading what are known as the seven deadly sins. See which ones can involve an unbridled tongue. The scriptures say “These six [things] doth the LORD hate: yea, seven [are] an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness [that] speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.” I would say 4. 1. A lying tongue; 2. A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations; (rarely would such be quiet) 3. A false witness [that] speaketh lies; and 4. Which is the seventh God calls an abomination, he that soweth discord among brethren. That would include talebearers and gossipers who assassinate a brother or sister’s character. Why is it an abomination to God? It was because Satan as Lucifer did such in heaven regarding the character of God. God has been on trial these 6,000 plus years.
Ephesians 4:26 says, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:” Here is a case where there is a punctuation error. It appears that the whole verse is a statement, when it is actually a question followed by a statement. It should read, “Be ye angry, and sin not? Do not let the sun go down upon your wrath.” It is saying if you are angry do you think it is not sin? Now let us go further and show that anger is sin. 
Ecclesiastes 7:9 “Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.” Now a S.O.P. quote to tie it together, OHC pg. 235 “Christ treats anger as murder. . . . Passionate words are a savor of death unto death. … While hatred is cherished in the soul there is not one iota of the love of God there.”  {OHC 235.4}

     When you feel an angry spirit arising, take firm hold of Jesus Christ by faith. Utter no word. Danger lies in the utterance of a single word when you are angry, for a volley of passionate utterances will follow. . . . The man who gives way to folly in speaking passionate words, bears false witness; for he is never just. He exaggerates every defect he thinks he sees; he is too blind and unreasonable to be convinced of his madness. He transgresses the commandments of God, and his imagination is perverted by the inspiration of Satan. He knows not what he is doing. Blind and deaf, he permits Satan to take the helm and guide him wherever he pleases.”  {OHC 235.5}

So anger breaks two commandments, murder and false witness when the tongue is on fire.

Proverbs 13:3 “He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: [but] he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.” Did you ever notice how people are drawn to gossip like metal to a magnet? Many Christians love to watch the Hollywood gossip shows. Listen, if we are going to listen to the gossip, we are as guilty before God as the gossiper. It’s a Satanic characteristic and definitely not Christ-like. Oftentimes gossip is not true as many people add their own fabricated details to make the story juicier.

Jesus said in Matthew 12:36, 37 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”

If we are to talk about anyone, let us follow the counsel in Romans 15:2 “Let every one of us please [his] neighbour for [his] good to edification.”  If the story does not lift up or edify, it is gossip.

From the man God gave much wisdom we read in Proverbs 26:20,   “Where no wood is, [there] the fire goeth out: so where [there is] no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.”
Here is a beautiful quote from the messenger of the Lord, “It is the duty of every one to cultivate cheerfulness instead of brooding over sorrow and troubles. Many not only make themselves wretched in this way, but they sacrifice health and happiness to a morbid imagination. There are things in their surroundings that are not agreeable, and their countenances wear a continual frown that, more plainly than words, expresses discontent. These depressing emotions are a great injury to them healthwise, for by hindering the process of digestion they interfere with nutrition. While grief and anxiety cannot remedy a single evil, they can do great harm; but cheerfulness and hope, while they brighten the pathway of others, "are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh."” {ML 153.3}

4T 603 “Those who have sharp, rough traits of character are guilty before God if they do not, by training, repress and root out all the bitterness of their nature. The man who yields to impatience is serving Satan. "To whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey." A good character is more precious in God's sight than the gold of Ophir. The Lord would have men act for time and for eternity. We have received good and bad as a legacy, and by cultivation we may make the bad worse or the good better. Shall the bad gain the ascendancy, as with Judas, or shall the evil be purged from our souls and the good predominate?”  {4T 606.3}

Same book page 607, “Satan is working to crowd himself in everywhere. He would put asunder very friends. There are men who are ever talking and gossiping and bearing false witness, who sow the seeds of discord and engender strife. Heaven looks upon this class as Satan's most efficient servants.”  {4T 607.2}

In closing, the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy both encourage us to study God’s Word with due diligence. John 5:39 says, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”
The final word in the Testimony of Jesus is from the book, That I May Know Him page 198 “The Word is to be our study. Here is a mine of precious ore. Much of it has been glimpsed at, but there is the digging to be done to secure much more precious treasures. There have been many who have just rummaged over the surface in a most careless, slovenly manner, when others are searching more carefully and prayerfully and perseveringly, and hidden, inestimable treasures are found. . . .  {TMK 198.3}

     Let it be seen that your life is hid with Christ in God. Let there be no hasty speech, no cheap words, no slang phrases. Let it be demonstrated that you are conscious of a Companion whom you honor, and that you will not make Him ashamed of you. Only think, we are representatives of Jesus Christ! Then represent His character in words, in deportment. . . . The converting power of God is needed every day to sanctify and fit vessels for the Master's use. O there are precious lessons in the Holy Book that we are yet to find and practice! Our conscience must recognize and revere a higher standard of Christianity . . . . You may be all light in the Lord. You may be increasing in efficiency, in purity, in the knowledge of God, if you keep meek and lowly of heart.” {TMK 198.4}
And this quote, “God saw that it was impossible for man to overcome in his own strength, with his own feeble moral power; yet man is required to exercise all the capabilities and powers that God has given him in order to overcome, and then he needs a higher power, and help has been laid upon One who is mighty to save. Divine power may combine with human effort, that through Jesus man may stand free, a conqueror. Man may conquer perverted appetite. Though the moral image of God was almost obliterated by the sin of Adam, through the merits and power of Jesus it may be renewed. Man may stand with the moral image of God in his character; for Jesus will give it to him. Unless the moral image of God is seen in man, he can never enter the city of God as a conqueror.”  {RH, June 10, 1890 par. 6}

Once again, “When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.”  {COL 69.1}

Shall we pray…

Closing hymn “Faith is the Victory”
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