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Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church

Today’s sermon, “A Prophet for the End Time – Part 1” When asked by the disciples as to His second coming and the end of the world, four times Jesus warned of great deception and twice He said the time of the end would be marked by false prophets. And why give a warning about false prophets? Because where you would have the false prophets, there would also be a true. On this issue God’s remnant have got to get it right, or they will fall prey to Satan’s sophistries and be deceived.
Shall we pray….

Today I will be giving you many Bible texts. In the interest of saving time, I would suggest that you take and copy the scriptural references on the back of your bulletin announcements, then study them at home later. But give this subject matter your undivided attention.

Now as I have just mentioned, Jesus warned us that there would be false prophets. And where there is false, there would be a true. To state that God’s remnant church would have a prophet of God, who has been given special direction and counsel from God to guide His end time church, is not idle speculation or conjecture. It is Biblical fact as it is so clearly stated in Revelation 12:17 and 19:10. Turn there if you will, first Revelation 12:17.

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Who is the dragon? Who is the woman? Okay, so Satan was angry with God’s church and went to make war with the remnant. What is the remnant? Yes, the end time church. How are they specifically identified? Two points of identity, they keep the Ten Commandments of God including the 4th, which of course is worshipping God on His seventh day Sabbath, but they possess something. What is it? The testimony of Jesus Christ. And since the Bible explains itself we must have the Bible interpretation of just what the testimony of Jesus Christ is. Turn to Revelation 19:10. “And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” The angel of God is talking to John. First let’s see what he meant by “…and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus…” Turn to Revelation 22:8,9. “And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.” 

Now this is the second time that John falls at the feet of the angel and wants to worship him. In both cases the angel reproves him by saying, “See thou do it not” And in both cases he goes on to say “I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren,” but in the second instance he adds the words “the prophets”. So it is the true prophets of God that have the testimony of Jesus and the Bible says the testimony of Jesus is what? It is the spirit of prophecy. So in addition to Ten Commandment keepers God’s remnant church would have a true prophet of God. That immediately dismisses every Sunday keeping church as the remnant church of God. Revelation calls them the daughters of the great whore. Why? Because they are still preaching old error and calling it new truth.

Let me ask you a fair question. Why is it that today, there is no prophets found in, say the Methodist Church? Or for that matter the Presbyterian Church or even the Baptist church? In fact, why is there no prophets found in any of the other 200 plus denominations of Christianity? Why did the Gift of Prophecy disappear out of the Christian church?

For the answer to that question we will now turn to the Bible, which explains itself. Turn to Jeremiah 26:4-6 “And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened; Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.” Do you see? God had two requirements, keep the law and obey the prophets.

Now look at Lamentations 2:9 “Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD.” So again, do you see that when the law was no longer obeyed, God removed the prophets?

Turn to Ezekiel 7:26 “Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumor shall be upon rumor; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients.” God does not leave us in ignorant on this point. Again it is so clear, no law, no prophets.

Ezekiel 20:3 “Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye come to inquire of me? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be inquired of by you.”

Why would God not be inquired of? God gives the answer in verses 11-13 “And I gave them my statutes, and showed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them. Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them.”

Do you understand now why there had been a great void in the gift of prophecy in the church of Christ, since John the revelator? The church tampered with God’s law, removing the second commandment and changing the 4th to a pagan day of worship. And all the churches born in the reformation, and nearly all of the movements since, continued to attempt to worship God outside of keeping His 4th commandment. God could not restore the gift of prophecy until His people called by His name, repaired the breach made in His law.

I think at this point it’s important to establish exactly what a prophet is. Before the fall God, communicated directly with Adam. Since the fall, God established a special means of communication.

In Hebrews 1:1,2 which my brother read earlier, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,” So God spoke to His people at different times and in various manners, by way of His prophets.

Hosea 12:10 “I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.” 

Numbers 12:6 “And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.” So messages came to the prophets through visions and dreams.

2 Peter 1:21 “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” So you see the prophet was under the direct influence of the Holy Spirit. This is verified in 2 Samuel 23:2 “The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.”

It is interesting to note, the line of communication as we read in Revelation 1:1 It says “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (that’s the Father) gave unto him (Jesus), to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel (that’s Gabriel) unto his servant John:” The origin of the message was from the Father, given to Jesus, signified by the angel and passed on to John.

This was true with Daniel. Daniel 9:21,22 “Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.” When Daniel began His prayer, Gabriel was at the side of Jesus getting his instructions, and before Daniel was finished with his prayer, Gabriel was at Daniel’s side ready to enlighten him.

Now let’s understand this, a prophet of God is God’s divine messenger. 
The prophet is always selected by God. We read this in Amos 7:14,15 “Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit: And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.”

A prophet foretells or predicts as we see in Deuteronomy 18:21 “When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.” In fact, that is the quickest way to tell that that person is a false prophet.  

But we read of the true prophet in Jeremiah 28:9 “The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him.”  

So it would be fair to summarize that a prophet is God’s mouthpiece.

Now we need to establish from scripture the purposes of the prophet and of prophecy. I want to look first at Hosea 12:13 “And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.”

Now Proverbs 29; verses 18 &1 “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.”  So we can see that one purpose of the prophet is for the preservation and the prosperity of God’s people. 

Let’s go on. 1 Samuel 9:6,19,20 “And he said unto him, Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honourable man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he can show us our way that we should go.” “And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with me to day, and to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine heart. And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house?”  So another purpose of the prophet is for Guidance.

What else? Matthew 14:1-10 “At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do show forth themselves in him. For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife. For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her. And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.” John the Baptist, whom Jesus called the greatest prophet, reproved the wicked Herod for taking his brother’s wife. Another purpose of a prophet is to reprove sin and wrongdoing.

They are also to instruct in the things of God. Moses was a prophet of God and he instructed the people on how to build the sanctuary according to the plan that God had showed him.

The prophet’s role also includes giving warning. There are many such instances found in the Old Testament, one in particular would be that of Jonah the prophet who was sent to warn Ninevah of the impending destruction. John in Revelation 14:9-11, has given the strongest warning in all of the Bible, and that against receiving the mark of the beast.

Finally a prophet of God will reveal God’s secret purposes. Amos 3:7 “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.”  

Because Jesus warned us in Matthew 24, that there would be great deception in the last days and false prophets, it is important for every serious student of the Bible, to know the rules for proving a prophet.

Rule #1- The prediction must come to pass.

Deuteronomy 18:22 “When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.” 

Rule #2- A true prophet will teach obedience to the truth of God.

Deuteronomy 13:1-4 “If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.”

Rule #3- Their teachings will produce good fruit. 

Matthew 7:20 “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”

Rule #4- They will be in harmony with the Ten Commandments and the rest of the Bible. 

Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”

Rule #5- They will call for a return to commandment keeping.

2 Kings 17:13 “Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets.”  

Rule #6- They will believe in the incarnation

1 John 4:1-3 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.”  

As we read earlier in Revelation 12:17 and 19:10, God’s remnant group of believers will be commandment keepers and they will have the testimony of Jesus, which is the Spirit of Prophecy. Next week, we will see how God selected and raised up a prophet for the last days, for the preservation and the prosperity of God’s people, to guide His people, to reprove sin and wrongdoing, to instruct in the things of God, to give warnings and to reveal God’s secret purposes, as we study further “A Prophet for the End Time – Part 2”

Also, there are 15 Bible tests of a true prophet and we will put this prophet to the test in all areas. Brothers and sisters let me say this. We are indeed a blessed people. For the Remnant church is a prophesied church in Revelation. Under the guidance and direction of the Holy Spirit, the Seventh Day Adventist Church has grown from a small handful of people in New England, just 160 years ago, to a worldwide church of close to 14 million, that has been entrusted with the present truth of the last days.

This is the only church in all the world, that is preaching the truth of the three angels messages of Revelation 14:6-12; the truth about the seal of God and the mark of the beast; the truth about God’s Sabbath, His law and the law of Moses; the truth about the sanctuary and its relevance to the plan of salvation, the truth about the state of the dead, the truth about the investigative judgment and Christ’s role as our mediator and High Priest, and the real truth regarding His second coming. 

And because of the great deceptions and false doctrines that abound throughout Christendom, God gave this church a true prophet, who faithfully bore the role that God had placed upon her, so that God’s faithful remnant people need not be deceived.

It is extremely important how each of us individually stand in regards to God’s end time prophet, because the Bible makes it crystal clear, the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. If you choose to reject a true prophet of God, you would in fact reject Jesus. Is that clear?

God called you into this church to be an active witness for him. You are indeed blessed as you have opportunity to lead souls into the ark of safety, before probation ends for this world. And listen to me dear people, witness to everyone and don’t worry about what they think of you, or what they may say about you. Be concerned that God knows you are trying to reach souls whose eternal lives are at stake. And He will be able to say to you one day, “well done”. Remember Noah preached his heart out for 120 years, and only 8 people were saved, and that only his immediate family. 

Just know there are people who are searching for truth. How do I know? Because you’re here. There are others like yourself who want to know the truth. Ask God to lead you to them. We are running out of time. Soon, when probation ends every case will be decided for eternity. For the living lost, there will be no second chance, no further probation.

Shall we pray…. 
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