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August 21, 2010

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Lost in Church”

Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
The story is told of a young lad who went to church with his aunt. It was the largest church that little Johnny had ever seen. The bell tower nearly touched heaven. The massive doors were held open by the deacons as a torrent of people came from all sides and funneled through the doors. Johnny pressed closer to his aunt as he thought of the little country church that he and his family attended. Johnny thought those massive doors looked as if they belonged to a castle and not a church. Inside he began to feel more at ease. His aunt seemed to know just where to go. "How could she remember which steps to take and which way to turn?" They stopped in front of his Sabbath School class and once inside the classroom his aunt hurried away to her own class. 

       Johnny didn't know any of the people here, but they seemed nice to him. There were many more here than were in his SS class at home, and they were all his age! Not even at Johnny's school were there this many boys and girls his own age. Eager to take advantage of all of the new friends that he could have, he started playing with those around him. In just a few minutes he had lost all fear of his mammoth surroundings. He listened intently as the teacher taught the lesson. It didn't seem that much different from his little white church in the country after all. 

       At the end of the class period the mothers came and would take their child to sit with them during the church service, but where was his aunt? He dare not venture into those halls without his aunt, but it seemed like all of the other children were leaving. Finally the mother of the little boy who was sitting next to him came to get him. His new found friend wanted him to come and sit with him, and since his aunt hadn't come yet, Johnny decided to go. 

       As soon as they entered those halls again, though, fear surged through Johnny's little body. He froze with fear as he could hardly see through the maze of people, and where was his friend? All he saw now was a forest of legs going this way and that. Not knowing what to do, Johnny started pressing through in the direction that he thought his friend had gone, but they had vanished. He went this way and then that. He peered upward, trying to detect a familiar face, but there was none. He pressed through the crowd and came into another hall. It seemed to him as if he was in a gigantic maze. It was all halls and doors and his knees began to quiver and big tears began to roll down his cheeks and splatter upon the tile floor. Here he was--lost in church. He had been lost in the woods at home, but never before had he thought it possible to be lost in church.

It would not seem strange to us to hear of a child, or even an adult, getting lost in the mountains or in the wilderness, but lost in church? Maybe when we were little, we had felt the terrors of being separated from our parents and we realized that we were lost; perhaps in the grocery store or a mall; but we don't usually think of becoming lost in church. Yet even in the enormous churches of our land we can imagine a child getting lost, as in the preceding parable, but have you ever stopped to think that when Jesus returns there will be millions eternally lost in church? 

We can imagine that many will be lost in the taverns and at race tracks and gambling halls of the land, but lost in church? It hardly seems possible, yet this is exactly what the Bible says will happen. Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 7:21-23 and let us see how Jesus Himself verifies this condition of souls who will be lost in church. Jesus says, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Verse 22 “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? Now we know that Jesus is addressing Christians for they are the ones who call Him Lord. So they recite a list of deeds they have done, thinking surely it was adequate to get a place in heaven. But look what Jesus said in verse 23 “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Iniquity is lawlessness or commandment breaking. You may have been the greatest evangelist that the world has ever known and given evangelistic meetings in every country on every continent on this planet, but when it comes to the only standard in the judgment, the Ten Commandments, how did you measure up. God is no respecter of persons, have you been a commandment keeper or a commandment breaker? The world’s greatest man pleaser will stand in the judgment without the wedding garment if they have lived in disobedience to one or more of the commandments, and if they taught others so.
Jesus is saying to a group of people I never knew you when they may have been church goers their entire lives. They may have prophesied in Christ name or even cast out demons or many other wonderful works like giving Bible studies. 

How can you say you don’t know me Lord? The answer may be why did you reject my Sabbath and honor the counterfeit thereby giving your worship to Satan. Of if a Sabbath keeper He may say why was the Sabbath not a delight to you? Why did you not find Sabbath School to be a priority? Why were you so anxious for Sabbath to be over, so that you can get back to your world loving addictions? Or why did you choose to steal from Me by withholding My tithe for your own use, or rejecting My explicit directions to return tithe to the storehouse. You were never to be the arbiter as to what constitutes the storehouse. Or He may say why did you learn My precious truths and fail to teach these things to those you claim to love and to strangers. No witness is a false witness. No more chilling words can be heard than those that would come from the Savior, “I never knew you, depart from me you that work iniquity.
A pastor was having a conversation with an unfortunate man who had fallen into sin and was not living according to God's Word. The man made it very clear that he did not see anything wrong with what he was doing. Yet he was living in open violation of the Word of God, and it was clear from God's Word that while persisting in rebellion against God, he could not enter the kingdom of heaven. He angrily said that he knew he was going to heaven because he had his passport hanging on the wall, and he pointed to his baptismal certificate. This thinking is not uncommon. It’s easy to think that if our names are in the church books, if we have been baptized, then everything is fine and we are heaven bound. Nothing could be further from the truth. Simply because our names are on the church books or because we go to church every week, does not mean that we are on the right track. We need to make a profession, but profession alone is not enough.
Judas - Lost in Church
       Perhaps there is no better example of a man who was lost in church than the most infamous man in history--Judas Iscariot. In John 17:12. Jesus said, " While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled." Judas had been with Jesus for over three years. He had been one of the most privileged men in the history of this world. He had been in constant association with the Lord of Lord and King of Kings, the One to whom all the angels bowed in worship. He walked with Him along the way. He talked with Him as we talk with our friends. He ate with Him. He slept in the company of where He slept. Judas saw the mighty miracles that our Lord, the Life giver performed. Judas actually performed miracles himself. The Lord's hands had been placed upon him in ordination. Judas was not just a church member, he was not just a disciple, Judas was a leader in Jesus' true church. In fact, Judas may have been the most high-ranking officer in the church, for he was the treasurer. (See John 13:29.) Even though Judas had all of these tremendous advantages, Judas was lost. Lost in church. Matthew 26:24.  “The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.” The most fearful condemnation is here given against Judas. Jesus says that it would have been better if Judas had never been born, and the saddest part of all is that he was in the church, but he was lost.

       Why was Judas lost while being an important leader in the church? He was lost in church because he never came to the point of full surrender to Jesus. If we are to be victorious in Jesus at last, we must learn the lesson of full surrender and submission to Jesus. I Peter 5:6. "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:" Those who receive the grace of humility and learn to submit to the Lord will indeed be exalted, but not until they have fully submitted. The Desire of Ages, page 717 says this, "But Judas did not come to the point of surrendering himself fully to Christ. He did not give up his worldly ambition or his love of money. While he accepted the position of a minister of Christ, he did not bring himself under the divine molding. He felt that he could retain his own judgment and opinions, and he cultivated a disposition to criticize and accuse." 

       All those who refuse to submit and surrender to Jesus, will eventually, like Judas, find themselves lost in church. Luke 14:33. "So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple."

There are many parables that describe this lost condition such as the parable of the prodigal son, where the young man became a backslider, but eventually was restored to a right relationship with the Father, but his own brother became lost in church. Or consider the parable of the ten virgins of which five were wise and five were foolish. They were all in the church and had access to the same pure doctrines and high standards. But it is illustrated that in the tarrying time all were sleeping or in a sleep like condition. The fact is that the wise were studying and sharing their faith and in a condition of preparation while the foolish were complacent and indolent, best described as nominal Seventh-day Adventists. Criticizing and fault-finding comes easy to this class and the cares of this life were a much higher priority. So, many Seventh-day Adventists will be lost in church. There is wheat and there are tares, there is sheep and there are goats. To the wheat and the sheep Jesus says, “Well done good and faithful servant, but to the tares and the goats He says, “I never knew you.”
Identifying the problem is not difficult, so now I want to spend time on the solution, as we all want to hear Jesus tell us, “Well done.”

Let’s go back now to the parable found in Matthew 13:45, 46 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:  Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.”
The blessings of redeeming love our Savior compared to a precious pearl. He illustrated His lesson by the parable of the merchantman seeking goodly pearls "who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it." Christ Himself is the pearl of great price. In Him is gathered all the glory of the Father, the fullness of the Godhead. He is the brightness of the Father's glory and the express image of His person. The glory of the attributes of God is expressed in His character. Every page of the Holy Scriptures shines with His light. The righteousness of Christ, as a pure, white pearl, has no defect, no stain. No work of man can improve the great and precious gift of God. It is without a flaw. In Christ are "hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." Col. 2:3. He is "made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 1 Cor. 1:30. All that can satisfy the needs and longings of the human soul, for this world and for the world to come, is found in Christ. Our Redeemer is the pearl so precious that in comparison all things else may be accounted loss.  {COL 115.1}
Christ "came unto His own, and His own received Him not." John 1:11. The light of God shone into the darkness of the world, and "the darkness comprehended it not." John 1:5. But not all were found indifferent to the gift of heaven. The merchantman in the parable represents a class who were sincerely desiring truth. In different nations there were earnest and thoughtful men who had sought in literature and science and the religions of the heathen world for that which they could receive as the soul's treasure. Among the Jews there were those who were seeking for that which they had not. Dissatisfied with a formal religion, they longed for that which was spiritual and uplifting. Christ's chosen disciples belonged to the latter class, Cornelius and the Ethiopian eunuch to the former. They had been longing and praying for light from heaven; and when Christ was revealed to them, they received Him with gladness.  {COL 116.1}

In the parable the pearl is not represented as a gift. The merchantman bought it at the price of all that he had. Many question the meaning of this, since Christ is represented in the Scriptures as a gift. He is a gift, but only to those who give themselves, soul, body, and spirit, to Him without reserve. We are to give ourselves to Christ, to live a life of willing obedience to all His requirements. All that we are, all the talents and capabilities we possess, are the Lord's, to be consecrated to His service. When we thus give ourselves wholly to Him, Christ, with all the treasures of heaven, gives Himself to us. We obtain the pearl of great price.  {COL 116.2}

Salvation is a free gift, and yet it is to be bought and sold. In the market of which divine mercy has the management, the precious pearl is represented as being bought without money and without price. In this market all may obtain the goods of heaven. The treasury of the jewels of truth is open to all. "Behold, I have set before thee an open door," the Lord declares, "and no man can shut it." No sword guards the way through this door. Voices from within and at the door say, Come. The Saviour's voice earnestly and lovingly invites us: "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich." Rev. 3:8, 18.  {COL 116.3}

The gospel of Christ is a blessing that all may possess. The poorest are as well able as the richest to purchase salvation; for no amount of worldly wealth can secure it. It is obtained by willing obedience, by giving ourselves to Christ as His own purchased possession. Education, even of the highest class, cannot of itself bring a man nearer to God. The Pharisees were favored with every temporal and every spiritual advantage, and they said with boastful pride, We are "rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing"; yet they were "wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Rev. 3:17. Christ offered them the pearl of great price; but they disdained to accept it, and He said to them, "The publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you." Matt. 21:31.  {COL 117.1}

     We cannot earn salvation, but we are to seek for it with as much interest and perseverance as though we would abandon everything in the world for it.  {COL 117.2}

We are to seek for the pearl of great price, but not in worldly marts or in worldly ways. The price we are required to pay is not gold or silver, for this belongs to God. Abandon the idea that temporal or spiritual advantages will win for you salvation. God calls for your willing obedience. He asks you to give up your sins. "To him that overcometh," Christ declares, "will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne." Rev. 3:21.  {COL 117.3}

There are some who seem to be always seeking for the heavenly pearl. But they do not make an entire surrender of their wrong habits. They do not die to self that Christ may live in them. Therefore they do not find the precious pearl. They have not overcome unholy ambition and their love for worldly attractions. They do not take up the cross and follow Christ in the path of self-denial and sacrifice. Almost Christians, yet not fully Christians, they seem near the kingdom of heaven, but they cannot enter there. Almost but not wholly saved, means to be not almost but wholly lost.  {COL 118.1}

Lost in Church!
The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our title to heaven and our fitness for it are found in the righteousness of Christ. The Lord can do nothing toward the recovery of man until, convinced of his own weakness, and stripped of all self-sufficiency, he yields himself to the control of God. Then he can receive the gift that God is waiting to bestow. From the soul that feels his need, nothing is withheld. He has unrestricted access to Him in whom all fullness dwells. "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." Isa. 57:15.  {DA 300.1}

In closing, two final quotes: “We are to do all that we can do on our part to fight the good fight of faith. We are to wrestle, to labor, to strive, to agonize to enter in at the strait gate. We are to set the Lord ever before us. With clean hands, with pure hearts, we are to seek to honor God in all our ways. Help has been provided for us in Him who is mighty to save. The spirit of truth and light will quicken and renew us by its mysterious workings; for all our spiritual improvement comes from God, not from ourselves. The true worker will have divine power to aid him, but the idler will not be sustained by the Spirit of God.”  {FW 48.1}

“We are living in an important and interesting period of this earth's history. We need more faith than we have yet had; we need a firmer hold from above. Satan is working with all power to obtain the victory over us, for he knows that he has but a short time in which to work. Paul had fear and trembling in working out his salvation; and should not we fear lest a promise being left us, we should any of us seem to come short of it, and prove ourselves unworthy of eternal life? We should watch unto prayer, strive with agonizing effort to enter in at the strait gate.”  {FW 49.3}

So that we may not be found, Lost in Church!
Shall we pray…

