Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout - August 25, 2007
The Seven Seals and the Four Horsemen 

Revelation 5, 6, 8 
The thing about prophecy is that God uses the principle of repeat and enlarge. We’ve seen it in the book of Daniel. Daniel 2 and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great metal image revealed the 4 successive ruling world empires, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome; and then the division of the Roman Empire into the 10 nations of Western Europe. Daniel 7 repeated this information in Daniel’s dream of the four great beasts that rose out of the water, the lion with eagle’s wings; the bear raised up on one side with three ribs in its mouth; the leopard with four wings and four heads; and the fourth indescribable beast with ten horns. Once again, this dream was representing the 4 successive ruling world empires, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. This time the split up of the 4th terrible and indescribable beast into ten nations was represented by the ten horns on its head. Now was added the little horn power that uproots three previous horns. Of course study proved the little horn power to be the Papacy and the three previous horns the Heruli, the Vandals and the Ostrogoths. 

Then there was a repeating of the prophecy of three of the world empires in the vision Daniel had in chapter 8. Babylon was gone and the Mede and Persians ruled the world. Daniel saw in this vision a ram with two horns, one higher than the other, representing the Medes and the Persians; followed by the he-goat with the notable horn, which represent Greece and its first king Alexander the Great.  

So in the book of Revelation is the same principle of repeat and enlarge. The first three chapters of Revelation, reveals the seven churches that represents the seven successive time periods of the Christian Church. The seven seals represents those same seven successive time periods with the introduction of the four horsemen. We now begin with the fifth chapter of Revelation - “5:1   And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.  The setting is the same as in chapter 4 which describes a scene centering on God’s throne. Chapter 5 focuses on the Lamb and the sealed scroll.
5:2   And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? The ability to open the book is not a question of strength or dignity, but of victory and moral worth. See chapter 4:11. 

5:3   And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. No man in God’s universe was worthy to open, read and reveal its contents. 

5:4   And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. This verse reveals John’s intense emotional reaction to the drama that was passing before his eyes. What he saw and heard were very real to him. 

5:5   And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. One of the elders is a reference to the 24 elders in chapter 4:4, who are men that were in heaven in John’s day. Adventists have often identified them with the saints who arose from their graves at the time of Christ’s resurrection, Matthew 27:52, 53. The title, “Lion of the tribe of Juda” would of course be speaking of Jesus and is based on Genesis 49:9, 10. Jesus was born of the tribe of Judah, Matthew 1:2. In the role of the “Lion of the tribe of Juda,” Christ appears as the One that prevailed in the great controversy with evil. “… the Root of David,” is drawn from Isaiah 11:1, 10.
5:6   And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. Jesus, now described as the Lamb, becomes the focal point of the vision. Seven is God’s number for perfect and complete. Horns are a symbol of strength, Lamentations 2:3. Thus seven horns of the Lamb would indicate that He is perfect in strength. The seven eyes are a symbol of perfect wisdom and intelligence. The eyes are identified as the seven Spirits of God, an expression used for the Holy Spirit in chapter 1:4. In chapter4:5 a different symbol, “seven lamps” is used.
  5:7   And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. Jesus takes the book from the hand of God the Father.

5:8   And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. Their possession of harps and of incense dishes representing the prayers of the saints suggests that the elders represent Christ’s triumphant church on earth, lifting its voice in song and prayer.
  5:9   And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;  

5:10   And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. Textual evidence favors the reading “a kingdom.” Christ has constituted His church a “kingdom” and its individual members “priests.” Compare the “royal priesthood” of 1 Peter 2:9. A priest is represented as one who presents offerings to God, and in this sense every Christian has the privilege of making “spiritual sacrifices” – prayer, intercession, thanksgiving, and glory – to God. The time that His church shall reign according to chapters 20 and 21 would be the post-millennial period.

  5:11   And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;  

  5:12   Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.  

  5:13   And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.  

5:14   And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.”
Revelation chapter 6, “6:1   And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.  

  6:2   And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.  The symbol of the white horse and its rider represent the church in the apostolic age (Ephesus) (A.D. 31-100), when its purity of faith (suggested by the color white) and its zeal led it forth to make the greatest spiritual conquests in Christian history. The bow in the rider’s hand would symbolize conquest and the crown (Revelation 2:10), victory. Paul preached that the good news had been “preached to every creature which is under heaven.” Colossians 1:23.
  6:3   And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.  

  6:4   And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.  The symbolism of the second horseman well portrays conditions under which the church found itself from A.D. 100 – 313 (Smyrna). The violent persecutions it suffered at the hands of the Roman Caesars are well characterized by a horseman who carries a “great sword” and has power “to take peace from the earth.” If white represents purity of faith then red may be regarded as a corruption of faith through the introduction of various heresies.
  6:5   And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  

  6:6   And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. If the white horse implied victory and purity, then the black horse represents defeat and further corruption of the faith. The period of Christian history represented here would be A.D. 313 – 538 (Pergamos). This was the period when Christianity was legalized and church and state were united. A famine for God’s Word ensued. A measure (about a quart) of wheat was a day’s ration of food for a working man. The Roman “penny” was a day’s wages for and ordinary laborer. Barley was a cheaper food, as indicated by the fact that the penny can buy three times as much, and was eaten by the poor, also was fed to the animals. The oil and the wine was also part of the diet and were not to be wasted. 
  6:7   And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.  

  6:8   And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. The Thyatira period of church history represented by the pale horse was from A.D. 538 – 1517 when the reformation began. The pale horse was the color of fear and death and represented the times where distress reached a fearful climax. Death and Hell (grave) are here personified as one, the rider on the horse and the other following along. The series – sword, hunger, death, and beasts portrays the progressive deterioration of civilization that follows warfare. The ravages of the sword killing men and destroying crops produce hunger; hunger results in the breakdown of health bringing pestilence; and when pestilence has taken its toll, human society is so weakened that it cannot protect itself against the inroads of wild beasts.
  6:9   And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:  

  6:10   And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  

  6:11   And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.  The opening of the fifth seal was the Sardis period of church history from A.D. 1517 – A.D. 1755, the period of the reformation and the terrible persecutions suffered by God’s people. There were no disembodied spirits of departed martyrs crying out from under the altar. The whole scene John witnessed in heaven was a pictorial and symbolic representation to teach a spiritual lesson to encourage those who would face martyrdom and death, with the assurance that despite the seeming triumph of the enemy, vindication would ultimately come. Such an encouragement would be particularly heartening to those living in the time of the later Middle Ages, during the Reformation and to those who will pass through the last great conflict. The martyrs do not want vengeance for themselves, rather vindication of God’s name.
In vision John observes the “souls” being clothed, each one in a white robe. In spite of their ignominious deaths and the fact that their martyrdoms have not yet been avenged by God, the martyrs are already recognized by God as conquerors. They are in fact in the sleep of death and will not receive their reward until the resurrection, as will those yet to be martyred.    
  6:12   And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;  

  6:13   And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.
The period of the sixth seal represents the history of the church through the Philadelphia and Laodicean periods. That would be from A.D. 1755 to the second coming. The great earthquake mentioned in verse 12 was the earthquake at Lisbon, Portugal on November 1, 1755. The earthquake was so severe that it was felt over an area of more than 4 million square miles, extending to the greater part of Europe, Africa and America. It was felt in Greenland, the West Indies, Norway, Sweden, Great Britain and Ireland. In Africa the shack was almost as great as in Europe. A great part of Algiers was destroyed and a short distance from Morocco, a village of about ten thousand residents was swallowed up. It was in Spain and Portugal that the shock manifested its extreme violence. At Cadiz the incoming Tsunami wave was estimated to be 60 feet high. 
“… the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, …” Jesus mentioned this same prediction in Matthew 24:29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:” Jesus was talking about a time when the persecutions during the dark ages would have pretty well ended. And so it was that on May 19, 1780 there was a spectacular fulfillment of these prophecies as across eastern New York and southern New England there was an unusual darkness that started around 10:00 AM. Cows went to their barns and chickens went to roost. One could not see their hand in front of their face at mid-day. The intense darkness lasted the rest of the day. Even though the moon rose at 9:00 pm that night, it was not visible to the eye. After mid-night the darkness disappeared and the moon, when first visible, had the appearance and color of blood. 
This was also prophesied in Joel 2:30, 31. “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.  

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.”  
Revelation 6:13 “And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.” Matthew 24:29 “… and the stars shall fall from heaven,” These prophecies were fulfilled on November 13, 1833 when there was a meteor shower that lasted the whole night and there were so many that the night was as though it were as light of the day. Many thought the world was about to end.  It was the greatest meteor shower in recorded history.
  6:14   And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  

  6:15   And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;  

  6:16   And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:  

  6:17   For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” 
The events in verses 14 – 16 are future and are closely connected with the actual appearance of the Son of man in the heavens.

Chapter 6 portrays the opening of the six seals and ends with the question “who shall be able to stand?” 

 Chapter 7 is parenthetical in that it interrupts the opening of seals to show that God has a true people who will be able to stand through the terrors that have been portrayed. 

 Chapter 8 resumes the opening of the seventh seal. Revelation 8:1-5 (The Seventh Seal) “8:1   And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.  Silence in heaven would indicate that all are with Jesus as He returns to earth. The space of half an hour prophetic time would be 7-1/2 days of literal time.
  8:2   And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.  

  8:3   And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.  

  8:4   And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 
“As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy-seat while the fragrant cloud of incense ascended before God, so, while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood, our prayers are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour's character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are to remember that there is One who can take away sin, and who is willing and anxious to save the sinner. With his own blood he paid the penalty for all wrong-doers. Every sin acknowledged before God with a contrite heart, he will remove.” Review and Herald September 29, 1896  

  8:5   And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.” The cessation of the angels’ ministry at the altar of incense is symbolic of the end of the ministration of Christ for mankind – the close of probation.

Next Sabbath September 1st – We will study the Seven Trumpets - Revelation 8, 9, 11.
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