August 25, 2007

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“The Three Angel’s Messages of Revelation 14”

The Everlasting Gospel Message for the Final Generation

The title of today’s sermon is “The Three Angel’s Messages of Revelation 14” The Everlasting Gospel Message for the Final Generation

Let us seek God’s guidance…
Let us read together Revelation 14:6-12 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”

God has commissioned His “Last Day” church on planet earth to preach the three angel’s messages and all that these messages entail, to the final generation before Jesus comes. It is important that every TRUE Seventh-day Adventist learn these messages in full detail and to be able to teach and explain them.

Every generation has had an everlasting gospel message and this generation is no exception. Noah had an everlasting gospel message for his generation, but few paid heed, when probation ended, only 8 survived. 

Soon probation will end for this present generation, but will many pay heed? Here is what Jesus said in Luke 18:8, “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” He also said in Matthew 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  

What kind of faith will Jesus find when He comes? He will find countless millions who are as recorded in Isaiah 29:13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:” 

I want to look at this word “fear” as it is the first word of the first angel’s message. Revelation 14:7 “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come.” What does this mean, Fear God? Some say that it means to have a reverential awe and respect for the Almighty God and that is true. But I believe that it goes much deeper than that. In fact I believe it is the very heart of the “Righteousness by Faith” message. 

Abraham was a man who in his later years learned to trust God implicitly. Let’s turn to Genesis 22:2. “And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” When God told him to sacrifice his son on Mt. Moriah, Abraham did not question God; he did as God instructed with unwavering obedience.  When Abraham raised his knife to slay his son we read in verse 12, “And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.” 

Continuing with this word “fear” God, turn to Deuteronomy 6:2. “That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged.” 
Deuteronomy 8:6 “Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him.” 
Deuteronomy 10:12, 13 “And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?”

Once again, the common thread in all these verses is that to fear God implies unquestioning and unwavering obedience to all God’s commands.

Job 1:1 “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.” (eschewed means avoided, to keep away from) Job was a man who had a righteous character and God said he was perfect. Not perfect flesh but perfect character, something we can all attain to. He was a commandment keeper.

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”
Proverbs 3:7 “Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.”
Proverbs 14:16 “A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident.”
Hebrews 12:28 “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:”

So in Revelation 14:7 “Fear God, …” means to reach a state where we would rather die then break a single commandment of God. We are to have the righteousness of Christ by faith.

Let’s continue with this first angel’s message, “Fear God, and give glory to him; ...” This Part of the first angel’s message pertains to a health message.  Many think that to give God glory is to swing and sway in some kind of emotional state; but is that what God’s Word tells us how we should give glory to Him? 1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” And here is where most Christians come up woefully short. So many in their eating are not giving glory to God, rather they give glory to their stomachs and unsanctified appetites. God has strictly forbid the eating of certain unclean animals, creeping things and shell fish. God’s prescribed diet has been ridiculed and man sanctifies his own lustful desires. But Jesus says through the prophet Isaiah in chapter 66 verse 17 that at His coming, “They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.” How do people sanctify themselves? By going contrary to God’s specific commands and stating that God’s Word has been changed.  
Then there are those who believe that somehow the drinking of the alcoholic wine and hard liquor will not jeopardize their eternal life, but God is very clear in this area as well. Proverbs 20:1 “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” Proverbs 23:20, 21, 29, 30 “Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.” “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.” 

These so called Christians who like to justify their lust for alcoholic wine will say that Jesus changed the water to wine at the wedding feast. The juice of the grape, whether in the pure state or the fermented, is called wine in the Bible. We need to understand which is referred to in the context. Isaiah 65:8 makes it clear which is the wine God approves. “Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it:” Fresh grape juice is healthy and possesses healing qualities, that is why Paul said in 2 Timothy 5:23 “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.” But to insinuate that somehow God would flip flop and say it is okay for his followers to drink the beverages that destroy the organs of the body, cause untold numbers of death on the highways throughout the world and destroys families, is to charge God’s Word with contradiction. But the contradiction is only in the mind of the confused. Science has clearly proven that alcohol is toxic to all of the body. 

This goes for any noxious plant such as tobacco or marijuana or any mind altering drug. “…whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” If you smoke it, inhale it, inject it or ingest it, and have the false notion that God will still save you, you labor under a major deception. So long as we take any substance into our bodies that destroys health, we sin against the temple of God. The Bible is very clear on this. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” God can give the victory over any health destroying habit. But understand this, that cigarette smoking is burning incense to Satan. Who deserves your worship and sacrifice? Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Matthew 16:24.

Let’s continue, “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come.” The judgment hour message was first preached by a Baptist farmer turned teacher and preacher back in the early 1830’s. In Daniel 12:4, 9 God said, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” Well the time of the end began after 1798. As God unsealed the prophecies of Daniel and gave the light of understanding to certain individuals around the world, the judgment hour message was partly understood. Daniel 8:14, “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Acts 17:31 states, “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;” This 2300 year prophecy met its fulfillment on October 22, 1844, when Jesus left the Holy part of the heavenly sanctuary, and entered the Most Holy Place to begin the investigative judgment. And so He has been carrying on that work for the last 163 years. The first angel’s message does not say the hour of His judgment will come, it says the hour of his judgment is come. 2 Corinthians 5:10   says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” What comes into judgment? Ecclesiastes 12:14 “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” Matthew 12:36 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.”
Revelation 14:7 goes on to say, “… and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” And so the first angel’s message is a call for God’s true people to come back to His Sabbath. It’s a call to repair the breech made in God’s law centuries ago by the antichrist Papacy, and to restore the correct paths to walk in. Isaiah 58 calls God’s people to declare the sin of transgression with a loud voice, not sparing the feelings of transgressors. We read this in verse 1. “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” God continues in verse 12, “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” In the two verses immediately following we are told what the transgression is, what breach has been made, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD;” 

This is God’s call for His people to stop trampling on His blessed and sanctified Holy Sabbath day and to reinstate it to its lawful position in the heart of His Ten Commandments. If God’s people had faithfully kept His true seventh day Sabbath and rejected anything to the contrary, the pagan counterfeit first day Sabbath of Satan would never have taken the Christian world captive and evolution would not have gained such a strong foothold in the minds of men.

So in the first angel’s message we have the message on “righteousness by faith,” the “health message,” the “2300 year prophecy,” the “judgment hour message” and the call to return to “Sabbath-keeping.” 

“In this fearful time, just before Christ is to come the second time, God's faithful preachers will have to bear a still more pointed testimony than was borne by John the Baptist. A responsible, important work is before them; and those who speak smooth things, God will not acknowledge as his shepherds. A fearful woe is upon them.” -- T1, p. 321.

Now we will move on to the second angel’s message in Revelation 14:8. “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”

As we have studied before, the ancient city Babylon was in ruins in John’s day. Whereas the name Babylon meant “gate of the gods” in Nebuchadnezzar’s time, in John’s time the Hebrews derogatorily associated it with “babal,” a word in their language meaning “to confuse.” In the spiritual sense, Babylon represents confusion and all false religion in general and Papal Rome in particular. 

Twice it states it is fallen, the second time for emphasis. As this is the everlasting gospel message for the last days, this prophecy finds its fulfillment in the departure of Protestantism at large from the purity and simplicity of the gospel. Whereas the first angel’s message was preached by the Adventists known as Millerites prior to 1844, they began preaching the second angel’s message in the summer of 1844, and was applied to the churches that rejected the first angel’s message.

The message of the fourth angel of Revelation 18:2-4 is an end-time message and represents the complete downfall of Babylon and calls upon God’s people who are scattered throughout the various religious bodies comprising Babylon, to separate from them.

“… she made all nations drink…” All nations show the universal nature of the apostasy here described. Coercion is suggested in the phrase “made all nations drink.” The substitution of human laws for the laws of God and the enforcement of religious decrees by the state will become worldwide. 

“… drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” The normal powers of reason and judgment have been stupefied and the spiritual powers benumbed by drinking the “wine” which is Satan’s deceptive policy of uniting the entire world under his control, together with all the false teachings, doctrines, traditions and miracles by which he advances his policy. The wine of course is the false doctrines that stand in direct opposition to the truth found in the Word of God. The short list would be Sunday sacredness and the trampling underfoot of God’s Holy Sabbath day, the immortality of the soul, infant baptism, purgatory, the suffering of the lost in a hell fire that never goes out, the worship of idols, Mary and others called saints acting as a mediator between the sinner and God, penance, etc., etc. The long list would fill many pages.

“Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the former lays the foundation of Spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome. Protestantism will yet stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of Spiritualism; she will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, our country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.  {4SP 405.1}

Spiritualism is now changing its form, veiling some of its more objectionable and immoral features, and assuming a Christian guise. Formerly it denounced Christ and the Bible; now it professes to accept both. The Bible is interpreted in a manner that is attractive to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of no effect. A God of love is presented; but his justice, his denunciations of sin, the requirements of his holy law, are all kept out of sight. Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate the senses of those who do not make God's word the foundation of their faith. Christ is as verily rejected as before; but Satan has so blinded the eyes of the people that the deception is not discerned.”  {4SP 405.2} 

“…drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication,” which is her prostitution, (or unfaithfulness to God); it is the alliance between apostate Christianity and the political powers of the earth which is the means by which Satan proposes to unite the world under his leadership.

The third angel’s message gives the most solemn warning in the entire Bible. Revelation 14:9-11 “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”  

We have studied the “Mark of the Beast” before and it will be the subject of our powerpoint presentation this Tuesday night the 28th. We know that the Papacy (is the beast) and he has a mark (Sunday sacredness), and that it is in direct opposition to God’s mark, (the seventh day Sabbath). Nobody has the mark of the beast yet and nobody will have it until the National Sunday law is in force in the United States.

Either mark is received in the forehead, in the frontal lobes of the brain where ones belief system is established. God is giving this final warning through His surrendered and consecrated servants, to the last generation living on planet earth, and all will make their decision to follow God and receive His seal, exposing himself or herself to the wrath of man, OR receiving the mark of the beast and having to face the wrath of God, poured out without mixture, which means no longer mingled with mercy, in the seven last plagues.

It’s all about who receives your worship. Once the National Sunday law has been passed, any person who stubbornly clings to the Pagan antichrist counterfeit Sabbath Sunday, regardless of what they have done in the past in service to Christ, will be lost. Not having thoroughly investigated the matter in God’s Word, their choice of disobedience to God’s fourth commandment puts them in open rebellion against heaven and the God they profess to serve. No matter how saved they may think or feel they are, with the mark of the beast they will be hopelessly lost.
Any person who has died, willfully breaking any one of God’s commandments, and any person who is living and still sinning when probation ends, will hear the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:23 “… I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  

In closing I read this from the Testimony of Jesus, “Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.”  {5T 214.2}
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