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Prison Ministry – August 25, 2012

Sermon preached at Victory Everlasting Gospel Church – August 4, 2012

The title of today’s sermon is: “The Faith of Jesus” Part 5  (Part 6 starts page 3)
Let us pray…

Once again, let us read the Scripture which is the basis of our study, Revelation 14:12: Let’s read it together, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

In the last 4 sermons on the “Faith of Jesus,” we recognize the fact that the remnant will attain to a faith, greater than any other person described in the Old and New Testaments; that being the faith of Jesus.

In Colossians 3:5-10, Paul describes the negative traits of character including attitudes, habits and practices that must be eliminated from the Christian’s life:

Mortify (means deaden or put to death) therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, (vile passion) evil concupiscence, (means lustful desire) and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:”

Let me ask you this, if we are retaining any one or more of these character faults that Paul has listed, how could we believe that we are truly converted? You may say, “Well the Lord’s not done with me yet.” And I ask, why do Christians state such nonsense? Listen, all that statement does, is, it puts off what needs to be done now, and foolishly makes us believe that somehow the Lord is going to remove that which requires our cooperation. 


Going on, Verses 12-17, then Paul portrays in positive terms the lifestyle of the genuine Christian, where we need to be. “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

So in Colossians 3, Paul depicts the life of faith in terms of the works of faith. 

The nominal, world loving Christian is not willing to make a complete surrender to give God control of their thoughts and actions, nor are they willing to give up the worldly things that he or she enjoys. They play church. Their faith is as ropes of sand. 

Without a changed life, without a new creation, without a lifestyle that reflects increasingly the character of Jesus, the professed Christian is not a genuine Christian; they are living a fire escape religion.

Far too many professed Christians today find it easier to believe that God will forgive (justify) them unconditionally, and that Jesus has done all the obedience necessary for their salvation. So they embrace once saved, always saved. But that is not the message of the New Testament. 

Faith is not merely an acknowledgement that God has saved a person, but also a grateful submission of the total person. God appeals not only to his or her intellect and emotion, but also to the will and the heart.

In the book, “God’s Amazing Grace,” page 100, we read the following: “When Jesus speaks of the new heart, He means the mind, the life, the whole being. To have a change of heart is to withdraw the affections from the world, and fasten them upon Christ. To have a new heart is to have a new mind, new purposes, new motives. What is the sign of a new heart?--a changed life. There is a daily, hourly dying to selfishness and pride.”  {AG 100.2}

God does not extend an unconditional pardon. That is truly Satan’s deception. God pardons only the penitent and justifies only those who have come to Him in faith, daily, moment by moment.

 Romans 3:26 “To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” This belief in Jesus is a living, connected, ongoing genuine faith.

We read this in 1SM 377:

“There are conditions to our receiving justification and sanctification, and the righteousness of Christ.” Same book 393, 394: “Christ pardons none but the penitent, but whom He pardons He first makes penitent.”

There is a noticeable change in attitude toward God and His law. Selfishness becomes selflessness as the needs of others becomes paramount, providing evidence that a life of faith exists. 

God does not justify any person who remains spiritually dead in sin, for he or she is still in rebellion.

The truly penitent is not perfect, however when God declares a person “justified,” He recognizes the penitent response of faith, the beginning of a new growth relationship. Justification (pardon) starts a life program that will increasingly change the actual condition or state of the Christian’s character.

       Here are four things that occur when God justifies a penitent person: 

1. 1. He recognizes faith in the change of heart. Romans 3:26 “To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”

2. 2. He sends peace to the penitent. Romans 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”
3. 3. He implants in the heart of faith, a new life principle. Hebrews 10:16, 17. “This [is] the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”     Also Ezekiel 36:26, 27. “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do [them].”

4. 4. He begins the work of cleansing that will eventually fit the man or woman of faith for heaven. 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

  
God does not pardon as we pardon those who have violated us. When someone apologizes for some careless act against us, we may forgive them, but things are never the same. Trust is gone and our guard is up. We are of the mindset that this person needs to earn our trust, which may happen over time. We tend to hold a little grudge, and then try to justify such unwarranted behavior. Why do we do it? What is there about “Forgive us as we forgive them,” that we fail to understand? Were God to hold a grudge against us for every time we disappointed Him, what chance would we really have to see the New Jerusalem? The first four commandments prove whether we love God with all our heart, mind and soul. But the last 6 prove whether we love our neighbor as our selves. Our neighbor is not just the person living next door. Our neighbor is anyone Jesus died for. Now who does that exclude?

Aren’t you glad that we have a God who doesn’t have the character traits of supposedly converted Christians? God doesn’t wait for men and women to develop a righteous character before He will pardon them. He knows that no man or woman on their own can become righteous before Him. No unaided human effort, no matter how sincere, can appear in God’s presence with a perfect life and a record of merit. 
“Christ the Restorer plants a new principle of life in the soul, and that plant grows and produces fruit. The grace of Christ purifies while it pardons, and fits men for a holy heaven. We are to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ until we reach the full stature of men and women in Christ. O that we might all reach the high standard which God has set before us, and no longer remain dwarfs in the religious life! What beams of light would be reflected to the world in good works if we should become light bearers such as God would have us!”  {TMK 336.5}


God does not pardon halfway by trading some righteousness for some good works of man. Neither does God pardon unconditionally. No there is something God expects from the penitent. What does He expect? FAITH. Not faith plus something else like ritual law-keeping. No He wants just faith from this penitent who wants no more of the rebellious life. He clings to the Father who now calls him a son, and he wants to disgrace the family name no more. He pleads to Jesus for the power to obey and flee from the sinful habits. He wants power to be a Father-pleaser; power to live the life of faith.

“There are conscientious souls that trust partly to God, and partly to themselves. They do not look to God, to be kept by His power, but depend upon watchfulness against temptation, and the performance of certain duties for acceptance with Him. There are no victories in this kind of faith. Such persons toil to no purpose; their souls are in continual bondage, and they find no rest until their burdens are laid at the feet of Jesus.”  {1SM 353.3}

     “There is need of constant watchfulness, and of earnest, loving devotion; but these will come naturally when the soul is kept by the power of God through faith. We can do nothing, absolutely nothing, to commend ourselves to divine favor. We must not trust at all to ourselves nor to our good works; but when as erring, sinful beings we come to Christ, we may find rest in His love. God will accept every one that comes to Him trusting wholly in the merits of a crucified Saviour. Love springs up in the heart. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there is an abiding, peaceful trust. Every burden is light; for the yoke which Christ imposes is easy. Duty becomes a delight, and sacrifice a pleasure. The path that before seemed shrouded in darkness becomes bright with beams from the Sun of Righteousness. This is walking in the light as Christ is in the light.”  {1SM 353.4}   

“To be pardoned in the way that Christ pardons, is not only to be forgiven, but to be renewed in the spirit of our mind. The Lord says, "A new heart will I give unto thee." The image of Christ is to be stamped upon the very mind, heart, and soul. The apostle says, "And we have the mind of Christ." Without the transforming process which can come alone through divine power, the original propensities to sin are left in the heart in all their strength, to forge new chains, to impose a slavery that can never be broken by human power. But men can never enter heaven with their old tastes, inclinations, idols, ideas, and theories. Heaven would be no place of joy to them; for everything would be in collision with their tastes, appetites, and inclinations, and painfully opposed to their natural and cultivated traits of character.” {RH, August 19, 1890 par. 7}

God does not play word games with His children. The issue has always been and continues to be faith or rebellion, obedience or disobedience, love or self-centeredness. God wants an end to sin as soon as possible and He has promised the resources of heaven to assist those who are serious in their desire to end sin in their lives. They have developed a hatred for sin and God freely pardons (justifies) them who come to Him in faith.

“Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth fruit in obedience. Presumption also claims the promises, but uses them as Satan did, to excuse transgression. Faith would have led our first parents to trust the love of God, and to obey His commands. Presumption led them to transgress His law, believing that His great love would save them from the consequence of their sin. It is not faith that claims the favor of Heaven without complying with the conditions on which mercy is to be granted. Genuine faith has its foundation in the promises and provisions of the Scriptures.”  {DA 126.1}  

It is true that most Protestants and Catholics find it difficult to grasp the larger picture of the plan of salvation. 

“But forgiveness has a broader meaning than many suppose. When God gives the promise that He "will abundantly pardon," He adds, as if the meaning of that promise exceeded all that we could comprehend: "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." Isaiah 55:7-9. God's forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not only forgiveness for sin, but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Psalm 51:10. And again he says, "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us." Psalm 103:12.  {MB 114.1}

In order for justification (pardon) to be genuine, it must lead to a transformation experience. Such people have a new face towards God (trust, obedience and loyalty), a new face towards mankind (love), and a new face towards themselves which leads to selflessness, spiritual growth and self-development for service, rather than selfishness and self-indulgence. 

“But while God can be just, and yet justify the sinner through the merits of Christ, no man can cover his soul with the garments of Christ's righteousness while practicing known sins, or neglecting known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul.  {1SM 366.1}

     James writes of Abraham and says, "Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only" (James 2:21-24). In order for man to be justified by faith, faith must reach a point where it will control the affections and impulses of the heart; and it is by obedience that faith itself is made perfect.”  {1SM 366.2}

In these 5 sermons on the “Faith of Jesus,” we are seeing that it is only by faith that we can become like Jesus, that we can have the mind of Jesus and that we in the last generation can attain to the faith of Jesus.

Prison Ministry – August 25, 2012
Sermon preached at Victory Everlasting Gospel Church – August 18,, 2012

The title “The Faith of Jesus” Part 6
Let us pray…

Once again, let us read the Scripture which is the basis of our study, Revelation 14:12: Let’s read it together, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

In the last 5 sermons on this very topic, “The Faith of Jesus,” we know as fact that the remnant will attain to a faith, greater than any other person described in the Old and New Testaments; that being the faith of Jesus.

But before I do go any further, I want to cover a subject that is best described as “hitting the wall.” Now I don’t mean driving into a wall or walking into a wall in the dark when looking for the switch. “Hitting the wall” is an experience of long distance runners, and many Christians experience it as well. Marathoners who run a 26 mile race experience it when they are well into the race, maybe with only 5 or 6 miles to the finish line. They are fatigued and disillusioned with strange thoughts that come into their head, asking themselves, “What am I doing this for?” and “I’ve gone farther than others, so I think I’ll quit now.” Those who have “hit the wall” describe that experience as a loss of their normal disciplined control. Deep depression, despair and loneliness crowd out the good thoughts. The feeling of checking out and never running again is a common experience.

Many times a marathoner of experience will detect in an inexperienced runner who is “hitting the wall” and will run alongside of them and encourage them to finish. They will tell them that it is common and what they should expect. Very often that is exactly what the sufferer needs to finish what he or she started.

“Hitting the wall” is experienced by Christians as well. Many of us have more than likely been there.       

We started out well and we were going to witness to the world. We wanted to complete what we believed was a great reason to be running. Sadly when things aren’t going the way we thought they would,     routine and rejection causes us to give way to disillusionment and discouragement, which could bring on a deep depression and feelings of wanting to check out. 

What do you do when you “hit the wall?” You do not give up as that would compound the problem; rather you listen to experienced runners that have been there. 

In Mark 11:22 Jesus said, “Have faith in God.” For someone that has “hit the wall,” they may say “I know how I should feel and I want to have more faith, but somehow I don’t seem to have enough.” The text we just read does not say that your answer lies in the quantity of faith you have or how much faith you can get into your mind and heart. When we look at this verse in the original Greek, what it really says is, “Hold fast to the faithfulness of God.” That’s a completely different direction to look for faith, not into your faltering heart as it stands at the wall – but at the faithfulness of God who has never failed.

Eve failed to trust God’s faithfulness and she “hit the wall” because she doubted God. The root cause of every sin is because we trust our own feelings and judgment to be more right, more satisfactory for the moment, than the plain, simple wisdom of the Lord.

Others may lie to you and even try to get you to go in a direction you don’t want to go. The solution is simpler than we realize. We need to disassociate our self from those who do not share our belief and associate with those who do; all the while putting our total trust in the One who has run the race and finished it, giving us the example in all things. We need to experience Jesus at every place in the race,     as He will see us through to the finish line.

Now we need to explore today’s subject of faith in depth. Let’s look at    

Ephesians 2:8 again to establish two very important points. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” It is only by the amazing grace of God that we have our being, that we draw the next breath and that the electrical impulse is sent to cause the involuntary next beat of the heart. It is only by the grace of God that the three Hebrew worthies were not consumed in the furnace heated to seven times the usual temperature. It is only by the grace of God that the starving lion’s mouths were shut the entire time Daniel was in their den. It was only by the grace of God that the boiling oil had no affect on John when his body should have been consumed.


Such people have permitted grace to do its work, why? Because they learned through experience the meaning of faith.

1 John 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, [even] our faith.” 
As Jesus stated, the new birth experience is necessary, John 3:7 

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” So when the new believer is born again, they have been justified (pardoned), and by faith, continue to be justified by faith; they now are experiencing sanctification by faith. As soon as they were first justified, the seed  of a holy life (sanctification), began to grow. 


It is the same grace that awakens the sense of need in a sinner’s heart, and then leads the sinner to repentance, then to confession, bringing about justification or pardon. This same grace brings peace as it validates God’s forgiveness through the Holy Spirit. 


It was the marvelous love of God through the Holy Spirit that drew the sinner to ask in faith for God’s power to put away sin and to live a holy life. As the new born-again believer cooperates in the process, the continuing transformation of the heart is the work of the Holy Spirit. None would be possible without the grace of God combined with the faith of the believer.

Becoming like Jesus is the goal of faith. What do I mean by becoming like Jesus? It means that we can no longer retain any part of the old nature. When we study the life of Jesus we do not find a single instance where Jesus did not love and long for the salvation of every person He met. Even when He drove the moneychangers from the temple, He did not love them any less than He loves you or I. His righteous anger was directed at their misdeeds and their pretense of holiness.

We therefore must learn to love as Jesus loved. It’s so easy to love those who are loveable, but He said, in Matthew 5:44, 45 “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:” 
To love as Jesus loved is to have a behavior so foreign to the nature we were first born with; to love our enemies? The natural man cannot do it. Then we are told to do good to a person that hates us? The natural man has a vengeful spirit and would rather do evil to such a one. Pray for those who persecute you.? The natural man would prefer to retaliate. Was Jesus persecuted? Could He not have called legions of angels and destroyed His persecutors who had even the smallest part in His execution? Yes He could have; but what did He do? He sought forgiveness for His persecutors as He prayed for them, 

“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34

What about us?
In Matthew 6:14, 15 Jesus taught us this, “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  

Just as there is no such thing as a square circle, so there is no such thing as a carnal Christian. It is either a square or a circle. A person is either carnal or they are a Christian. If we have truly been born again, we either love as Jesus loved, or we treat others as those who are of the world. We are either a wheat or we are a tare. Why doesn’t God separate the wheat from the tares before the harvest? For the same reason He bore long with Judas. He longed for that betrayer’s salvation. He wants the tares to become wheat.

We are not only to love like Jesus loved, but our words and our thoughts and our actions are to be as Jesus would speak, think and do. It is only then that we will be reaching the goal of faith, and that is the condition of being Christ-like in every particular in our humanity, as a partaker of the Divine nature. We are to have or posses the faith of Jesus.

The Spirit of Prophecy tells us this: “The followers of Christ are to become like him,--by the grace of God, to form characters in harmony with the principles of his holy law. This is Bible sanctification. This work can be accomplished only through faith in Christ, by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God.” {GC88 469.1}

Just as faith is the opposite of rebellion, so becoming like Jesus is the antithesis of sinful living, because Jesus “…condemned sin in the flesh,” Romans 8:3 chiefly because He did not sin in the flesh. Jesus proved that sin was not inevitable or necessary. He demonstrated that men and women, when connected with divine power can live without sinning.

Paul wrote in Romans 8:4, what Christ showed us, “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
The rest of the Christian world, as well as many in our own denomination, may buy into the lie of Satan that we cannot keep from sinning and that we will keep sinning until Jesus comes, but there will be a faithful few who will not yield or compromise their belief that an unyielding total victory over sin is not only possible, but completely obtainable through their connection with the Infinite One.

Jesus was not here 2000 years ago, only to live an exemplary life and to die a substitutionary death, but also to convince men and women that sin could be overcome and that God was not asking too much from the human family when He asked for total obedience and that the power that kept Jesus from sinning would also be supplied to those whose faith cannot be shaken.

In 1SM 223.4 we read “God loved the world so dearly that He gave His only-begotten Son that whosoever would accept Him might have power to live His righteous life. Christ proved that it is possible for man to lay hold by faith on the power of God.”  

Most Christians think that commandment-keepers are in bondage, when the facts are that commandment-keepers are the ones who experience the freedom of spirit that comes when the Spirit of God cooperates with faith, providing the power to overcome sin however it is manifested. It is the commandment-breaking Christians who are the actual ones who are in bondage, for only sinners are chained to the consequences of their poor choices.

“He did not consent to sin. Not even by a thought did He yield to temptation. So it may be with us. Christ's humanity was united with divinity; He was fitted for the conflict by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. And He came to make us partakers of the divine nature. So long as we are united to Him by faith, sin has no more dominion over us. God reaches for the hand of faith in us to direct it to lay fast hold upon the divinity of Christ, that we may attain to perfection of character.” {DA 123.3}

To know all this and to believe all this is far more than an intellectual exercise. It is a heart experience. It is the transaction of faith. Faith is the shield against all temptation, whether from without or from within. In Ephesians 6:16 Paul instructs us to take “the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” 

How many fiery darts? Paul means ALL. Condemning sin is no haphazard work. Either sin is destroyed completely; or sin will triumph absolutely.

His power today, given through the Holy Spirit, “… is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” Jude 24

“The Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening for centuries, and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church.”  {DA 671.2}

How many times have you heard people say that all you have to do is believe? The Testimony of Jesus says otherwise:

“There are many who profess Christ, but who never become mature Christians. They admit that man is fallen, that his faculties are weakened, that he is unfitted for moral achievement, but they say that Christ has borne all the burden, all the suffering, all the self-denial, and they are willing to let him bear it. They say that there is nothing for them to do but to believe; but Christ said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." Jesus kept the commandments of God."  {RH, June 17, 1890 par. 6}”

There is indeed something tragic about the professed Christian who nods in assent to all the teachings of his church, who believes that God loves him, and promises to forgive him for his sins, and yet he knows so little of God’s power in his life.

“The pleasing fable that all there is to do is to believe, has destroyed thousands and tens of thousands, because many have called that faith which is not faith, but simply a dogma. Man is an intelligent, accountable being; he is not to be carried as a passive burden by the Lord, but is to work in harmony with Christ. Man is to take up his appointed work in striving for glory, honor, and immortality. God calls upon men for the use of every talent he has lent them, the exercise of every power he has given; for man can never be saved in disobedience and indolence.” {RH, April 1, 1890 par. 6}

Unchanged traits of character dilute their declaration of faith, thus denying the saving virtue of Christ’s power. The gospel is not for them 

“… the power of God unto salvation …” Romans 1:16.

What kind of faith is needed to be an overcomer? The Spirit of Prophecy tells us:

“What kind of faith is it that overcomes the world?--It is that faith which makes Christ your own personal Saviour,--that faith which, recognizing your helplessness, your utter inability to save yourself, takes hold of the Helper who is mighty to save, as your only hope. It is faith that will not be discouraged, that hears the voice of Christ saying, "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world, and my divine strength is yours." It is the faith that hears him say, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."  {RH, August 26, 1890 par. 9}

Faith believes, trusts, and lives on the promise that Jesus indeed shall, “… save His people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21.

We will continue the Sabbath September 1st  with the conclusion of this series, “The Faith of Jesus” Part 7 The conclusion.

Next Sabbath August 25, 2012 on DVD – 

Dennis Priebe of Amazing Facts - “Inspiration in the Spirit of Prophecy” We will have part one in the worship hour and the second part will be right after your lunch.
The concluding sermon, “Faith of Jesus” part 7 will be preached at Victory on September 1st and will be sent in a future handout.
 Shall we pray
Next Week - Great Controversy – 1911 edition - Chapter 32
Snares of Satan

Pastor Richard Vaughn

