Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout – September 1, 2007
The Seven Trumpets – Part 1
Revelation 8, 9, 11 (This study chapters 8 & 9)
Last week we studied Revelation 5, 6, and 8, The Seven Seals and the Four Horsemen and left off with 8:5 “And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.” The cessation of the angels’ ministry at the altar of incense is symbolic of the end of the ministration of Christ for mankind – the close of probation.
This week we will pick up with verse 6 and study the seven trumpets. Again in prophecy, as we move from chapter to chapter, we find that God uses this principle of repeat and enlarge, as we explained in last week’s handout.

In the study of the seven trumpets we will again be moving through the periods of Christian history with a focus on military events as a trumpet in prophecy is a symbol of war. Interestingly the first mention of seven trumpets is in Joshua chapter 6. It is not a prophecy; however it is a literal even and makes for interesting reading as the seven trumpets played a part in bringing down the walls of Jericho.

In a prophetic sense, the seven trumpets are first mentioned in Revelation 8 verse 2. “And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.” In the present vision the seven angels blow their trumpets to announce forthcoming Divine judgments.
Now we move on to Revelation 8 verse 6. “And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.” Although there is much speculation and conjecture on the meaning of the seven trumpets, some believing it parallels the seven last plagues in chapter 16 and others believing something with little scriptural support and a theory that fizzles, Seventh-day Adventists believe that the seven trumpets retrace the period of Christian history already covered by the seven churches in Revelation 2 & 3, and the seven seals in Revelation 6 & 8, and that they emphasize outstanding political and military events during these periods. 

Revelation 8 verse 7. “The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.” 
“… hail and fire …” The symbolic picture here is of a great storm of hail mixed with lightning, reminiscent of the seventh plague in Egypt (Exodus 9:22-25).
“… they were cast upon the earth:” The earth, with its vegetation is shown as the target of this scourge. The scourge is singularly descriptive of the invasion of the Roman Empire by the Visigoths under Alaric. Alaric was king of the Visigoths from A.D. 395–410 and the first Germanic leader to take the city of Rome, playing an important part in its downfall. Beginning about A.D. 396, the Visigoths overran Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece in the eastern part of the empire. Later they crossed the Alps and pillaged the city of Rome in A.D. 410. They also ravaged much of what is now France and ultimately settled in Spain. 
“… third part …” This fraction occurs repeatedly in Revelation. (See verses 8, 9, 11, 12: 9:15, 18; 12:4 and Zechariah 13:8, 9). It implies a substantial part, but not the major part.
“… trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.” The severity of this military storm is dramatized by showing it as destroying much of the vegetation of the earth.
Revelation 8 verse 8. “And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;” A.D. 428 – 476, Western Rome was first invaded by the Vandals under Genseric in 428 A.D.
“… as it were a great mountain burning with fire …” John apparently finds in a burning mountain the closest representation of the scene that is taking place before his eyes. 
“… cast into the sea …” The catastrophe announced by the second trumpet is describing the depredations (the act of plundering, ravaging, and destroying) of the Vandals. Driven from their settlements in Thrace by the incursions of the Huns from Central Asia, the Vandals migrated through Gaul (now France) and Spain into Roman North Africa and established a kingdom centering around Carthage. From there they dominated the western Mediterranean with 1,113 ships and a navy of pirates, pillaging the coasts of Spain, Italy and even Greece and preying upon Roman shipping. The high point of their depredations came in A.D. 455 when for two weeks they looted and pillaged the city of Rome and over 100,000 were slain.
“… third part of the sea became blood:” This judgment is reminiscent of the first plague in Egypt (Exodus 7:20). In the future second plague (Revelation16:3) the sea “became as the blood of a dead man.” “Blood” here indicates wholesale human slaughter. 
Revelation 8 verse 9 “And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.” Again the third part fraction indicates substantial losses were suffered in the environment and in human toll by the raids and battles.

Revelation 8 verse 10, 11 “And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.”
 The third trumpet has been interpreted as portraying the invasion and ravages of the Huns under the leadership of their King Attila, in the 5th century. “… there fell a great star …” Entering Europe from Central Asia about A.D. 372, the Huns first settled along the lower Danube. Around A.D. 397 they were on the move again, and for a brief period raised havoc in various regions of the tottering Roman Empire. Crossing the Rhine in A.D. 451, they were stopped by combined Roman and German troops in Chalons in northern Gaul (France).
After a short period of marauding in Italy, from A.D. 451 – 453, where 300,000 were slain, Attila died in A.D. 453 and almost immediately the Huns disappeared from history. In spite of the short period of their ascendancy, so rapacious (greedy, plundering, taking by force) were the Huns in their devastations that their name has come down through history as synonymous with the worst slaughter and destruction.
“… name of the star is called Wormwood:” As the “name” often denotes a characteristic of that to which it is attached, the name of this star may be taken as descriptive of the judgment that falls under this trumpet. “Wormwood’ is a notoriously bitter herb, (Artemisia absinthium). In the present passage the waters themselves become wormwood. 
Revelation 8 verse 12 “And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.” The sun, moon and stars represent the great luminaries of the Western Roman Empire – its emperors, senators and consuls. The rest of the verse applies to the successive extinction of the emperors, senators and consuls. The fourth trumpet represents the invasion of Western Rome by the Heruli under Odoacer in 476. With the removal of its last emperor in 476, the extinction of Western Rome began and the rule as an empire was completed.

Revelation 8 verse 13 “And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!” This temporary break in the sequence of the trumpets calls special attention to the last three, the 5th, 6th, and 7th trumpets which are specially designated as woes. The woe is repeated three times because of the three judgments yet to come at the blowing of the three remaining trumpets. The “inhabiters” are the unrighteous.
Revelation 9 verse 1 “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.” The fifth trumpet is the first “woe.” The star seen here is already fallen upon the earth. “… to him was given …” implies that the power represented by the key was not intrinsically his, but was allowed to him by a higher power. “… the key …” possession of the key implies power to open and close.
The fifth and sixth trumpets have been identified with the ravages of the Saracens and the Turks. They point to the wars between the Persians under Khosrau II (A.D. 590-628) and the Romans under Heraclius I (610-641) as weakening the two empires, thus preparing the way for the Moslem conquest. The key is the fall of Khosrau whose overthrow and murder in 628 marked the end of the Persian Empire as an effective power and opened the way for the advance of the Arabian forces.
“… bottomless pit …” (Gr. Abussos) With respect to the Arabs, the bottomless pit represents the vast wastes of the Arabian deserts from where these followers of Mohammed issued forth, to spread their conquests over vast areas.
Revelation 9 verse 2 “And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.” 
“… darkened …” With respect to the Moslems, the darkening of the sun is the obscuration of the sun of Christianity. Such was the effect of the spread of the religion of Islam.

Revelation 9 verse 3 “And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.” 
“… locusts …” As early as the 8th century A.D., Beatus, a Spanish monk is said to have identified the symbol of the locusts with the Moslem Arabs, who in his day had just overrun North Africa, the Near East, and Spain. Locusts do not attack human beings but a plague of locusts would be a numberless number.  “… scorpions …” The locusts in this verse are portrayed as having the venom of scorpions and scorpions are hostile to man. The sting of a scorpion is exceedingly painful, but is seldom fatal to man.
Revelation 9 verse 4 “And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.” 

“… they should not hurt …” Locusts destroy vegetation, not men. But these locusts are commanded not to harm any growing plant. Their attacks are to be directed only against unrighteous men. The Arab conquerors were not to destroy property wantonly or to kill Christians or Jews so long as they submitted to the payment of tribute. Abu-bakr, Mohammed’s successor, is recorded to have said to his soldiers, “You will find another sort of people that belong to the synagogue of Satan, who have shaven crowns; be sure to cleave their skulls.”    

“… have not the seal of God …” Inasmuch as the keeping of the Sabbath is ultimately to be the outward sign of the inner work of the sealing by the Holy Spirit, the ones attacked by the “locusts” here are those who do not keep the true Sabbath.

Revelation 9 verse 5 “And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.  

“… they should not kill …” The punishment inflicted by the “locusts” is pain, not death. “… five months …”  Five prophetic months would be 150 days or 150 literal years. The time given to this fifth trumpet was 150 years, with a starting point of July 27, 1299 for the battle of Bapheum, near Nicomedia, which was the first attack of the Ottoman Turks on the Byzantine Empire. The Turks tormented the Byzantine Empire for 150 years and their collapse came in 1449. 
Revelation 9 verse 6, 7 “And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.”

“… horses prepared unto battle …” The prominent feature of the Arabian military forces was their cavalry. “… crowns like gold …”  The turban was long the national headdress of the Arabians.
Revelation 9 verse 8 “And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.”

“… hair of women …”  The Arabian troops were known for their long hair. “… teeth of lions …” This figure was the symbol of strength and rapacity (given to taking by force, plundering).
Revelation 9 verse 9 “And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.”

“… breastplates of iron …” The scales of the locusts may have suggested this description as the figure represents the impregnability of the agents of this judgment.

“… sound of chariots …” Compare Joel 2:5

Revelation 9 verse 10, 11 “And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months. And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.

“… king over them …” This is a reference to Osman (Othman) (1299-1326), the traditional founder of the Ottoman Empire.
“… Abaddon …” A Greek word which is a transliteration of the Hebrew word Abbadon which means “destruction, ruin.”

“… Apollyon …” A Greek word meaning “one who destroys” “a destroyer.”
Revelation 9 verse 12, 13 “One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,”

“… sixth angel sounded …” This is the blowing of the sixth trumpet and the start of the second woe.
“… four horns of the golden altar …” Textual evidence would favor horns rather than four horns and refers to the same altar as the one where the angel had ministered the prayers of the saints in Revelation 8:3-5. 
Revelation 9 verse 14 “Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.”
“… four angels …” Whereas the fifth trumpet applied to the Saracens, the sixth applies to the Turks. The four angels are the four great provinces or sultanies of the Ottoman Empire, Aleppo, Iconium, Damascus and Baghdad, which were restrained until the sixth trumpet 
Revelation 9 verse 15 “And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.” This is an amazing time prophecy as the hour, day, month and year would equal 391 years and 15 days. (1 hour = 15 days; 1 day = 1 year; 1 month = 30 years and 1 year = 360 years) 
William Miller was the Baptist preacher to whom God had revealed the understanding of the 2300 year prophecy in Daniel 8:14 and was calling for the return of Jesus in 1843, later changed to 1844 when it was discovered that there was no zero year. He had an associate, Josiah Litch, who in 1838, had computed the time of the fifth trumpet 150 days to be 150 years, and the hour, and a day, and a month, and a year of the sixth trumpet to be 391 years and 15 days. As stated before, the beginning of the fifth trumpet was July 27, 1299 and adding 150 years brought it to July 27, 1449. Adding the time of the sixth trumpet, 391 years and 15 days would bring it to August 11, 1840. He predicted back in 1838, that the Turkish Empire would be broken on August 11, 1840. 

In June 1839, Mohammed Ali, pasha of Egypt and nominally a vassal of the sultan had rebelled against his overlord. He defeated the Turks and captured their navy. At this juncture Mahmud II, the sultan died, and the ministers of his successor, Abdul Mejid, proposed a settlement to Mohammed Ali by which he would receive the hereditary pashalik of Egypt, and his son Ibrahim, the rulership of Syria. However, Britain, France, Austria, Prussia and Russia, all had interests in the Near East and intervened at this point and insisted that no agreement between the Turks and Mohammed Ali be made without their consultation. Negotiations were protracted until the summer of 1840, when on July 15, Britain, Austria, Prussia and Russia signed the treaty of London, proposing to back with force the terms suggested by the Turks the previous year. On August 11, 1840, the Turkish emissary, Rifat Bey, arrived at London with the terms of the London convention. The Turkish government’s independent power was gone. 
Revelation 9 verse 16 “And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.
“… army of the horsemen …” In ancient times the cavalry was the swiftest, most mobile branch of an army. 

“… two hundred thousand thousand …” That is 200 million and is doubtless symbolic of a vast innumerable host. 
Revelation 9 verse 17 “And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.”
“… having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone …” The Turkish uniform had three colors, red (fire), blue (jacinth) and yellow (brimstone). 
“… heads of lions …” This comparison of the “horsemen” to the king of beasts suggests ferocity and majesty.
“… fire and smoke and brimstone.” Some suggest that the term smoke here refers to the fact that gunpowder and firearms were being introduced about this time. The discharge of a musket by a mounted cavalryman could make it appear from a distance that fire and smoke is coming from the horse’s nostrils.

Revelation 9 verse 18-21 “By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.”
Again the fraction a third part would indicate that although the number killed was staggering, the majority of men were not destroyed by this horrible judgment, but in spite of what their fellowmen had suffered, they did not take the lesson to heart as they should have done, and repented. They continued with their idolatry, murder, sorcery and every imaginable kind of unlawful sexual acts.
Next Sabbath September 8th – We will study Revelation chapter 10 and conclude the study on the seven trumpets in Revelation chapter 11.
PAGE  
1

