VICTORY EVERLASTING GOSPEL MINISTRIES

“DUMB DOGS AND DEAD DOCTRINES OR 

WHEN PREACHERS LIE”

September 1, 2007
Opening Hymn: P. 248 O, How I Love Jesus
Isaiah 56:8-12 The Lord God which gathered the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.
9 All ye beasts of the field come to devour, yea, all ye beasts of the forest.

10 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all DUMB DOGS, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.

12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.

Introduction: Several weeks ago Pastor Richard Vaughn preached a sermon on “The Arm of Flesh”. In this sermon he covered a lot of scripture. When I saw the above description of Dumb Dogs and what shepherds have done and continue to do, I was inspired to write Dumb Dogs and Dead Doctrines. 
I informed Pastor Vaughn at the end of the sermon that I was actually given two sermons outlines while he covered “The Arm of Flesh”. The other sermon topic is “Additions-Subtractions = Multiplications of Errors Therefore Divisions and 9000 Denominations”. When I listen to a sermon, I always try to rewrite it in my own words or outline it in such a way that I can go back to the text later. By the grace of God, I present to you today…. ”Dumb Dogs and Dead Doctrines OR WHEN PREACHERS LIE.”  Please pray with me.

Opening prayer:

Today’s message is an indictment against preachers. Preachers, pastors, ministers, evangelists, elders, deacons, deaconess are the highest calling in the Christian church today.

In November of 1988 I was called to preach while traveling through the state of Virginia. I retired from IBM after sixteen years on December 31, 1988 to enter the ministry full time. I was licensed in Maryland on March 12, 1989 and moved to Florida. In September 1989 I was accepted into the Masters of Theology program at United Bible College and Theological Seminary and was required to first complete an equivalency in Bachelor of Theology.

I completed all the requirements and was awarded a Bachelor in Theology in May 1990 as Salutatorian; highest average in undergraduate academia and Summa Cum Laude. In 1991 I was ordained as a Baptist Preacher and served as Associate Pastor at two churches in Florida.

I became the secretary and treasurer of the Orlando & Vicinity Baptist Ministers Conference and serviced 50 pastors and 50 ministers in that area until 1999 when I experienced a personal tragedy and left the area.

For the past five years I have visited many churches, held seminars on Overcoming TV Addiction, The Eight Laws of Divine Health, attended Bible Study, revivals and heard more sermons than I can count. I typically will visit 3 to 7 churches on any given Sunday.

I have met a great number of the Pastors, Bishops, Elders, Deacons, Deaconess and lay members in this area. I share this information with you to let you know that I am not talking about any particular person today but I am addressing the profession as a whole.

Please turn in your bibles to: 2 Peter 2:1-3 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingered not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

Please turn in your bibles to: Ezekiel 34:2-10; Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock?
3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.
4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound ye that which was broken, neither have ye bought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.
5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered.

6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them.

7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord;

8 As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock;

9 Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord;

10 Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the shepherds; {This is an indictment against preachers!} and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

Have you read this in S.O.P. the 4th volume of Bible Commentaries, page 1164 as it pertains to Ezekiel 34:2? 

Upon the ministers of God rests a solemn, serious charge. They will be called to a strict account for the manner in which they have discharged their responsibility. If they do not tell the people of the binding claims of God's law, if they do not preach the Word with clearness, but confuse the minds of the people by their own interpretations, they are shepherds who feed themselves, but neglect to feed the flock. They make of none effect the law of Jehovah, and souls perish because of their unfaithfulness. 
The blood of these souls will be upon their heads. God will call them to account for their unfaithfulness. But this will in no wise excuse those who listened to the sophistry of men, discarding the Word of God. God's law is a transcript of His character. And His word is not Yea and Nay, but Yea and Amen (Letter 162, 1900). {4BC 1164.7}

Please turn in your bibles to: Ezekiel 3:17-21 Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die: and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

21 Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

Please turn in your bibles to: Jeremiah 23:1-4 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! Saith the Lord. {This is an indictment against preachers!}
2  Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel against the pastor that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord.

3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.

4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.

A woe is a fearful thing and in Jeremiah 23:1 a woe is pronounced upon the pastors that destroy the flock. Creat Controversy 655 describes the result of that woe:


The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. "We are lost!" they cry, "and you are the cause of our ruin;" and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God's people are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed. {GC 655.4}
Please turn in your bibles to: Jeremiah 50:6, 7 My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their resting-place. {This is an indictment against preachers!}
7 All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, We offend not, because they have sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice, even the Lord, the hope of their fathers. 

These are scriptures that serve as a backdrop for today’s message. I encourage you to re-read them and as you meet ministers and pastors or listen to them on the radio, test their fruits by the words written in the Holy writ.

Let’s go back to our text for today and point out some characteristics of “Dumb Dogs” so that you will know them for their fruits.

Isaiah 56: 1 Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepteth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree.
4 For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;

5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;

7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

8 The Lord God which gathered the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

9 All ye beasts of the field come to devour, yea, all ye beasts of the forest.

10 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all DUMB DOGS, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.

12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.

I. His watchmen are blind: BLIND…Being without sight; sightless; unable or unwilling to perceive or understand; difficult to comprehend or see.
II. They are ignorant: IGNORANT… Without education or knowledge; unaware or uninformed.
III. They are all Dumb Dogs: DUMB… Lacking the power of speech; unwilling to speak; not producing or accompanied by speech or sound.
IV. They cannot bark: BARK GONE … The harsh, abrupt sound uttered by a dog; a sound, such as a cough, that is similar to a bark; to speak sharply; snap; to utter in a loud, harsh voice. They cannot do any of these things.
V. Sleeping: lying down, loving to slumber: SLEEPING … A natural, periodically recurring physiological state of rest, characterized by relative physical and nervous inactivity, unconsciousness, and lessened responsiveness to external stimuli; to be in the state of sleep or to fall asleep; to be in a condition resembling sleep, such as hibernation, dormancy, or death.
VI. They are greedy dogs: GREEDY… Excessively desirous of acquiring or possessing something, especially in quantity; wanting to eat or drink more than one can reasonably consume; gluttonous.
VII. They are shepherds that cannot understand: VOID OF UNDERSTANDING …to perceive and comprehend the nature and significance of; know; to know thoroughly by close contact with or long experience of; to grasp or comprehend the meaning intended or expressed by another; to know and be tolerant or sympathetic towards; to conclude, infer; the quality or condition of one who understands; comprehension; the faculty by which one understands; intelligence. 
VIII. They all look to their own way: SELFISH …Concerned chiefly or only with oneself without regard for the well-being of others; egotistic; arising from, characterized by, or showing selfishness.
IX. Everyone for his gain: PROSPERITY PREACHERS … Having success; flourishing; well-to-do; well-off; favorable.
X. Fill ourselves with strong drink: DRUNK…Intoxicated with alcoholic liquor to the point of impairment of physical and mental faculties; overcome by strong feeling or emotion.
Before I conclude let me share with you a special quote given to Ellen G. White in 2t p608: 

"Your success is in your simplicity. As soon as you depart from this, and fashion your testimony to meet the minds of any, your power is gone. Almost everything in this age is glossed and unreal. The world abounds in testimonies given to please and charm for the moment, and to exalt self. Your testimony is of a different character. It is to come down to the minutiae of life, keeping the feeble faith from dying, and pressing home upon believers the necessity of shining as lights in the world.  {2T 608.1}

     "God has given you your testimony, to set before the backslider and the sinner his true condition and the immense loss he is sustaining by continuing a life of sin. God has impressed this upon you by opening it before your vision as He has to no other one now living, and according to the light He has given you will He hold you responsible. 'Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.' Lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show My people their transgressions, and the house of Israel their sins."  {2T 608.2}

In conclusion, we have the description of “Preachers that Lie”; that cause God’s flock to be scattered, they are unable to speak the truth of God; they are selfish, greedy; blind; their preaching makes the church sleep in service and outside the church; they lack understanding of the everlasting gospel message, prophesy, the second advent, state of the dead and the three angels messages; they cannot bark or utter the truth; they are ignorant; drunk and preach for personal gain. 
S.O.P. the 5th volume of Testimonies to the church, page 211? 
The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others, will be left without the seal of God. The Lord commissions His messengers, the men with slaughtering weapons in their hands: "Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house." {5T 211.1} 


Here we see that the church--the Lord's sanctuary--was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the position that we need not look for miracles and the marked manifestation of God's power as in former days. Times have changed. These words strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil. He is too merciful to visit His people in judgment. 

Thus "Peace and safety" is the cry from men who will never again lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God's people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb dogs that would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. Men, maidens, and little children all perish together. {5T 211.2} Beware!

CLOSING PRAYER:

Closing Hymn: P. 216 When the Roll is Called Up Yonder
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