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September 1, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 
“The Faith of Jesus – The Last Generation” Part 7  

The Conclusion
Let us pray…
Once again, let us read the Scripture which is the basis of our study, Revelation 14:12: Let’s read it together, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
As I have stated in the last 6 sermons on this very topic, “The Faith of Jesus,” we know as fact that the remnant will attain to a faith, greater than any other person described in the Old and New Testaments; that being the faith of Jesus.
No one can ever receive a greater commendation than to be a part of that group of which God says,    

“…here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” This group is in the “last generation” of God’s church on planet Earth. Comfortable with God’s way of life, they delight to do His will.

Those who know them, are aware that they are firm and disciplined and will not compromise for convenience. They know them to stand for unselfishness, integrity, reliability and fairness.

They have the name of Jesus and “… his Father's name written in their foreheads.” Revelation 14:1. “And in their mouth was found no guile:” Revelation 14:5.

A car manufacturer once said “The quality goes in before the name goes on.” God is satisfied with those who reflect the image of Christ fully as He will put His name in their foreheads. 

This will not be automatic on all Seventh-day Adventists, in fact it will only be a few in comparison to the many within its ranks. For it will be but a small remnant who have had the faith that brought them to the point that God, without embarrassment, can introduce them as His trophies of grace, appealing through them, to all men and women, to take a good look at what His way of life is all about.

Eph. 1:4, 5, 6, 10 “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.”
“From the beginning it has been God's plan that through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show forth His glory. The church is the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and through the church will eventually be made manifest, even to "… the principalities and powers in heavenly places," Ephesians 3:10.  the final and full display of the love of God.” {AA 9.1}

They are the last generation for which God has waited, His living witnesses of what happens to people who appropriate by faith, the righteousness of Christ.
“Genuine faith appropriates the righteousness of Christ, and the sinner is made an overcomer with Christ; for he is made a partaker of the divine nature, and thus divinity and humanity are combined.”  {RH, July 1, 1890 par. 10}
Only when His people reveal the truth about His power and the worthiness of His way of life, will the church effectively preach the “… gospel of the kingdom … in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” Matthew 24:14.
“The only way the truth can be presented to the world, in its pure and holy character, is for those who claim to believe it, to be exponents of its power.” {RH, February 25, 1890 par. 7}

“Character is power. The silent witness of a true, unselfish, godly life carries an almost irresistible influence. By revealing in our own life the character of Christ we co-operate with Him in the work of saving souls. It is only by revealing in our life His character that we can co-operate with Him. And the wider the sphere of our influence, the more good we may do. When those who profess to serve God follow Christ's example, practicing the principles of the law in their daily life; when every act bears witness that they love God supremely and their neighbor as themselves, then will the church have power to move the world.  {COL 340.2}”
Someday brothers and sisters, the last generation of God’s remnant people will demonstrate that Biblical faith is more than a passive acceptance of God’s forgiveness, more than a high sounding, emotionally packed word. They will declare in a clear, undeniable life-style that faith is not only an important factor in the Christian character but the all embracing element that separates the nominal Christian church members from genuine Christians.
Listen, faith is such a deciding factor because 1) the correct understanding of righteousness by faith depends on a correct grasp of faith, and 2) understanding and experiencing righteousness by faith (that is the right way for man to relate to God) determine the eternal destiny of everyone.
Those who have the “faith of Jesus” in this last generation respond to the messages symbolized by the three angels of Revelation 14. When they hear the truth on the Sabbath, or the state of the dead, or the sanctuary or even health reform, they embrace it and quickly settle into the truth for they recognize that it is the Word of God.

Gideon’s army of 32,000 was to go up against 120,000 well equipped, well trained Midianites.  But God said that 32,000 were too many in Gideon’s army. So there are today 17 million Seventh-day Adventists around the world. There are 7 billion people in the world with 250,000 babies born every day. 50,000 people die daily leaving a net world population gain of 200,000 daily! That means 73 million more people every year and iin just 13.69 years there will be another billion people. For every 73 newly born in the world, there is only one newly baptized Seventh-day Adventist.
God told Gideon that that those who are fearful and afraid, to go home, and 22,000 left, leaving 10,000. When persecution comes, the vast majority of Seventh-day Adventists will leave the church. 
God told Gideon that 10,000 was still too many and that they were to come to the water and He will try them.
Those that bowed down on their knees to drink were disqualified as they were lingering and not found worthy. There were 9,700 men who proved unworthy. 
Only 300 men were left proving themselves trustworthy, lapping by putting their hand to their mouth; not slowing in their march.

So there are those today that hear the truth as it applies to tithing. Some delay with many excuses while the faithful without further question return to God what is His. When the truth is learned in regards to the eating of flesh, many delay and continue to eat the clean animals, while the faithful without further question turn to the healthful diet of fruits, vegetables, nuts and grains. They recognize that The Spirit of Prophecy is the Testimony of Jesus and they hear the Shepherd’s voice and they follow immediately. God is no respecter of persons and He will know who He can and cannot trust. 
With 300 men holding torches and blowing trumpets, Gideon’s men defeated the 120,000 Midianites.

Who will be comparable to Gideon’s 300 today?
God’s last day remnant army of 144,000 are ready to “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” lsaiah 58:1 

With the torch of truth they will give the three angel’s messages worldwide and uniting with the 4th angel’s message of Revelation 18, they will call God’s people out of all the religions of Babylon.

 They are ready for probation to close because they have allowed God to cleanse their hearts from all sin. Their life pattern is that of a commandment-keeper.

“This experience every one who is saved must have. In the day of judgment the course of the man who has retained the frailty and imperfection of humanity will not be vindicated. For him there will be no place in heaven; he could not enjoy the perfection of the saints in light. He who has not sufficient faith in Christ to believe that he can keep him from sinning, has not the faith that will give him an entrance into the kingdom of God.”  {RH, March 10, 1904 par. 26}
“Obedience to the laws of God develops in man a beautiful character that is in harmony with all that is pure and holy and undefiled. In the life of such a man the message of the gospel of Christ is made clear.“  {SD 42.2}
“For … as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; … In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. … the doers of the law shall be justified.” Romans 2:12, 16, 13.

A living faith is essential for keeping the law of God for “…without faith it is impossible to please him:” Hebrews 11:6 And “… whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Romans 14:23.
“Christ is seeking to reproduce Himself in the hearts of men; and He does this through those who believe in Him. The object of the Christian life is fruit bearing--the reproduction of Christ's character in the believer, that it may be reproduced in others.”  {COL 67.1}
To be like Jesus is to be a commandment-keeper and to be a commandment-keeper is to have the “faith of Jesus.” Therefore the remnant of this last generation reveals the aim of redemption, the purpose of justification and sanctification. Yes at last, there is a group of people that demonstrate the nature of the gospel seed implanted in their heart by grace through faith.

Now listen, the gospel of Christ is the LAW exemplified in the character. Did you hear that? Look, the Law of God is a transcript of the character of God, therefore the gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in the character of the faithful.
The end of the world, the completion of the gospel commission and the return of Jesus, all depend on the ripening of the harvest.
“The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people.”  {DA 671.3}
It will be the harvest that reveals the two sides; the fruits of faith and the bitter unfolding of rebellion. God has long waited for men and women of faith. They are His channels through whom He gives the last invitations of mercy to a world facing judgment.

But God will not wait forever. He will have His people through whom He can work without embarrassment.

“Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, the church is to enter upon her final conflict. "Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners" (Song of Solomon 6:10), she is to go forth into all the world, conquering and to conquer.”  {PK 725.1} 

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.”  {COL 69.1}
God reminds us that Enoch and Elijah, men of “…like passions as we are, …” James 5:17, did not see death. They are correct representatives of what the race may be through the proper faith in Christ if they chose to be. These noble, holy men stood untainted amid the moral pollution surrounding them. They perfected righteous characters and were accounted worthy for translation to heaven.
“Enoch's case is before us. Hundreds of years he walked with God. He lived in a corrupt age, when moral pollution was teeming all around him; yet he trained his mind to devotion, to love purity. His conversation was upon heavenly things. He educated his mind to run in this channel, and he bore the impress of the divine. . . .  {Mar 65.1}

     Enoch had temptations as well as we. He was surrounded with society no more friendly to righteousness than is that which surrounds us. The atmosphere he breathed was tainted with sin and corruption, the same as ours; yet he lived a life of holiness. He was unsullied with the prevailing sins of the age in which he lived. So may we remain pure and uncorrupted. He was a representative of the saints who live amid the perils and corruptions of the last days. For his faithful obedience to God he was translated. So, also, the faithful, who are alive and remain, will be translated.”  {Mar 65.2}

Only such lives of faith will finally prove Satan’s accusations wrong and God just in all His ways.    God will be vindicated before the universe by those with the faith of Jesus in this final generation.
Honest, weary, struggling humanity represented by many in the Sunday-keeping churches have heard so many messages of love and obedience, but have failed to see living demonstrations of the words proclaimed by world loving pastors who tell them the Ten Commandments were nailed to the cross, and that they will keep on sinning until Jesus comes.
Freedom from anxiety, and the physical and emotional consequences of guilt, from enslaving, self-destroying habits; freedom to rejoice in the present and to hope for the future-such lifestyle is what yearning hearts the world over need.
The living demonstrators of “…faith which worketh by love,” Galatians 5:6,  will silence the mouths of all the naysayers who depreciate God’s law, His mercy and His justice. Such lives of faith will be the glory that completes the Gospel Commission, the light of truth that gives credibility to the word of truth. 
“At this time the church is to put on her beautiful garments--"Christ our righteousness." There are clear, decided distinctions to be restored and exemplified to the world in holding aloft the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. The beauty of holiness is to appear in its native luster in contrast with the deformity and darkness of the disloyal, those who have revolted from the law of God. …  The church is firmly and decidedly to hold her principles before the whole heavenly universe and the kingdoms of the world; steadfast fidelity in maintaining the honor    and sacredness of the law of God will attract the notice and admiration of even the world, and many will, by the good works which they shall behold, be led to glorify our Father in heaven. The loyal and true bear the credentials of heaven, not of earthly potentates. … The Lord has  

provided His church with capabilities and blessings, that they may present to the world an image of His own sufficiency, and that His church may be complete in Him, a continual representation of another, even the eternal world, … The church, being endowed with the 
righteousness of Christ, is His depository, in which the wealth of His mercy, His love, His grace, is to appear in full and final display. … In their untainted purity and spotless perfection, Christ looks upon His people as the reward of all His suffering, His humiliation, and His love, and the supplement of His glory.” {TM 16-19}
“The world today is in crying need of a revelation of Christ Jesus in the person of His saints. God desires that His people shall stand before the world a holy people. Why?--because there is a world to be saved by the light of gospel truth; 
and as the message of truth that is to call men out of darkness into God's marvelous light is given by the church, the lives of its members, sanctified by the Spirit of truth, are to bear witness to the verity of the messages proclaimed.”  {TM 458.2} 

Here at last are the people for whom God has waited – people who do not only truly say “YES” to everything He says, but also demonstrate the distinctive quality of what happens to people who do say “YES” to God. 
“It is God's purpose to manifest through His people the principles of His kingdom. … A great work is to be accomplished in setting before men the saving truths of the gospel. This is the means ordained by God to stem the tide of moral corruption. This is His means of restoring His moral image in man. …  To present these truths is the work of the      third angel's message. …  The glory of this light, which is the very glory of the character of Christ, is to be manifested in the individual Christian, in the family, in the church, in the ministry of the word, and in every institution established by God's people. All these the Lord designs shall be symbols of what can be done for the world. They are to be types of the saving power of the truths of the gospel. …  By beholding the goodness, the mercy, the justice, and the love of God revealed in the church, the world is to have a representation of His character. And when the law of God is thus exemplified in the life, even the world will recognize the superiority of those who love and fear and serve God above every other people on the earth.”  Testimonies Vol. 6 pp. 9-12
 “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness,  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.” 2 Peter 3:11-14   
Not a rebel exists among them for they are the men and women that have the faith of Jesus.

Shall we pray…?
