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The title of today’s sermon is “Living on Borrowed Time”. I am convinced that had God’s people been faithful to their call, Jesus would have already come. As we view the conditions on planet earth today, surely we can see that we truly are… living on borrowed time.

Let us pray - “Dear Heavenly Father…

Forty-five years ago I was a disillusioned 21 year old that truly believed that there had to be something better in life than what I was experiencing. Sin is a heavy load for anyone at any age to carry. 

As a disappointed Methodist, religion didn’t seem to satisfy the deep soul needs and I had stopped going to church years before.

It was between floors of an apartment building in Jersey City, NJ that I knelt and pleaded with the Lord to lead me home to His true church on earth. I didn’t want to have to explore the 200 plus denominations to find God’s true people.

The Lord heard that prayer and within a few weeks I was introduced to a Jewish Seventh-day Adventist who arranged to give me a series of studies on many Bible doctrines. 

I especially found the studies on Daniel and Revelation extremely interesting. He then directed me to attend an evangelistic series at the Plainfield, NJ SDA Church. 
It was there that I learned the good news of God’s wonderful plan of salvation and that Jesus was coming again to receive His redeemed people.
How that God Himself loved me so much that if I were the only person that had ever sinned, He would have died just for me, just so that I would not have to die that second death for the sins that I had committed.

When the altar call was given I sprang to my feet and there at the foot of the cross I laid my heavy burden down and began a new life in Jesus.

I was accepted into the family of God.

I wanted to tell and share with everyone all the light that I was learning. Surely they would see that Jesus was coming soon and they would, like my-self, embrace these precious truths. Didn’t you also want to tell the world, when you first discovered these amazing revelations? But for some reason the hearers did not respond with the same joy that I felt. In fact… it was as if I had leprosy. Can anyone hear identify?
Moving the clock ahead to 2005 we now find this planet in a time Jesus referred to in Luke 21:25 as, “…upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity…” Never before in the history of the world have we seen so much turmoil. And never in the 6,000 year history of God’s church has their ever been a deeper apostasy in every area of our denominational work.

I read the following from Great Controversy, page 465, “The nature and the importance of the law of God have been, to a great extent, lost sight of. A wrong conception of the character, the perpetuity, and the obligation of the divine law has led to errors in relation to conversion and sanctification, and has resulted in lowering the standard of piety in the church. Here is to be found the secret of the lack of the Spirit and power of God in the revivals of our time.  {GC 465.1} 
Revelation 12:17   “And the dragon (that’s Satan and those working under his control) was wroth (that is extreme anger because he knows is time is limited) with the woman (that’s God’s church), and went to make WAR (Make no mistake brothers and sisters, we are in a raging battle for our eternal lives) with the remnant (God’s people of the time of the end) of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, (why? Because they love Jesus supremely – and I’m not talking about a half-hearted feeble attempt at Sabbath-keeping) and have the testimony of Jesus Christ (which is the Spirit of Prophecy – and let me say this that God’s prophet and the messages God has been pleased to give His church have been under a fierce attack). Revelation 12:17 

In the area of education at all levels, the seminaries, the medical work, the publishing houses, evangelism, health reform, the ABC Stores, the change in our church logo from the three angels to the ecumenical logo, especially in the area of music where today we have so much performing done to the honor of self, rather than to the glory of God, then the de-emphasizing of the spirit of prophecy along with the multitude of doctrinal errors that have infiltrated our church, all these things brought about caused by the creeping compromise and conformity to the worldly ways and the Babylonian institutional errors.

The church is under attack in the family and in the home as it fairs no better than the world in the area of divorce which affects half the church families. Many children in the church today, come from broken homes. And we wonder why are young people are leaving the church in droves? What kind of Jesus do young people see in you at church…and at home? (Example of godly man at church – opposite at home)

This is no time for the church to be celebrating, we will do that at the marriage supper of the Lamb. What is happening in the majority of the nominal SDA churches today is the outpouring of the UNHOLY spirit, where there are rock bands and ear tingling love sermons with no longer a call to obedience!  AND THEY CALL THIS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

From Maranatha page 234, “The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. . . . A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The powers of Satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working. . . . Those participating in the supposed revival receive impressions which lead them adrift. They cannot tell what they formerly knew regarding Bible principles.” {Maranatha 234.2 (2 of 2)}

Great Controversy page 464 “The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God's special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working marvelously for them, when the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence over the Christian world. There is an emotional excitement, a mingling of the true with the false, that is well adapted to mislead.” {GC 464.1}

Brothers and sisters, God’s church is under attack especially in the area of so called Christian music, and when we lower the standards in an attempt to attract young people, it is not Christ that they are drawn to. 

 If we are a people who are anxiously awaiting the coming of Jesus then we need to be weeping between the porch and the altar for the sins and the Omega of apostasy that has come into God’s church, for we are living on borrowed time! Let us look once more at the words of Jesus and see where we are on God’s clock.

     In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are three accounts of Christ teaching His disciples what to watch for before He returns. We read in Matthew 24:3 “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 

In Matthew 24:6,7 Jesus went on to say  “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: …For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”

“…wars and rumours of wars…”    Satan delights in war, for it excites the worst passions of the soul and then sweeps into eternity its victims steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite the nations to war against one another, for he can thus divert the minds of the people from the work of preparation to stand in the day of God.  {GC 589.1}

There are so many countries at war with their neighbors or they are fighting a civil war within their nation. And so many countries are on the brink of war. For 7 years there has been a war, raging in the Congo that has claimed 3.8 million lives. Do we hear much about it.

Most of the world goes to bed hungry as famines rage in many countries. Here is a 12 month old boy in Niger that weighs only 7 pounds. So many millions are struggling to survive just one more day. Jesus said there would be famines.

And He said there would be pestilences. Here is a picture of HIV AIDS women with TB in a Thailand hospital ward. In some areas of Africa half the adult population has perished from this killer disease. 180,000 children are being orphaned each month because of HIV AIDS. Here are a group of such orphans in Ethiopia.

“While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation.” {GC 589.3}

“…and earthquakes, in divers places.”

Hundreds of earthquakes of a lower magnitude occur daily around the world, but the frequency of the destructive variety have been rapidly increasing since the end of the 19th century, which had no reported earthquakes involving the loss of 1,000 lives or more. But in the 20th century there was 123 earthquakes worldwide that had a total loss of  1,893,253 lives.

We have seen a marked increase in weather disturbances that are causing massive property damage and loss of life.

They still haven’t come to a final death toll on the Tsunami disaster of December 26th 2004. But a report I read on February 1, 2005 stated that the toll of dead or missing had reached 289,000. 

We have all witnessed on TV or in the media, the terrible devastation caused by this killer hurricane. It may take weeks to assess all the property damage. 

And it may take many weeks to discover how many people died as a result of hurricane Katrina. 

The toll will be staggering for this great natural disaster event.

My wife Tina is from the Pensacola, Florida area and growing up she doesn’t remember any hurricanes hitting that area, but her mother has gone through two very destructive hurricanes in the past year. Florida has been pounded by 5 killer hurricanes within one year.

Another scourge that plagues the country are the killer tornadoes. In Great Controversy the servant of the Lord has written the following: “In accidents and calamities by sea and by land, in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to become more and more frequent and disastrous. Destruction will be upon both man and beast.” {GC 589.3 (2 of 2)}

9/11/01 – I read this from the chapter titled “The Last Crisis” found in the book Testimonies 9 Page 11 – That is not a coincidence brothers and sisters, with God there are no coincidences. “On one occasion, when in New York City, I was in the night season called upon to behold buildings rising story after story toward heaven. These buildings were warranted to be fireproof, and they were erected to glorify the owners and builders. Higher and still higher these buildings rose, and in them the most costly material was used.” (At the time she was in New York and had this vision, the tallest building was 10 stories.) The scene that next passed before me was an alarm of fire. Men looked at the lofty and supposedly fire-proof buildings and said: "They are perfectly safe." But these buildings were consumed as if made of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the destruction. The firemen were unable to operate the engines. {9T 13.1}

We have learned on World News.net that Osama Bin Laden has given the green light to his sleeper cells in the U.S. to  destroy American cities in what he has termed an American Hiroshima. Several months ago, Vice President Cheney was talking about a possible terrorist attack with nuclear suitcases or biological warfare. A nuclear suitcase weighs about 170 pounds and has a far greater destructive force than either of the two bombs dropped on Hiroshima or Nagasaki. Bin Laden stated that he wants the world to see pictures of mushroom clouds over American cities. He further stated that he wants 9 American cities targeted and four million dead.

It’s nearly midnight and the bridegroom is coming for His church. In this late hour intelligent men and women, who can think for themselves, are forsaking the world and have begun their preparation for the final crisis.

Jesus said in Luke 21:26 regarding the time of trouble before his coming, “Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth:” God’s people will be both studying the word and preparing for the soon coming King in glory.

In Luke 21 verse 28 He said, “And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 

John 14:29  Jesus said, “And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.” 

Praise God, Jesus is in control. Satan lost at Calvary. But you can be sure of this, if we are not sober and vigilant, Satan has a thousand ways to cause us to share his fate. We must sever those connections that are within our control that would break the connection with the true vine Jesus.

Soon Jesus will lay down those priestly robes and make the announcement that forever ends the probation of our present world. Revelation 22:11   “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”  Soon it will be eternally too late to warn our relatives and friends and the world. What we must do now, we must do quickly.

Jesus said in Matthew 24:33 “So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.” I thank God that Jesus gave us words of comfort for the times which lie immediately ahead of us.

John 14:1  Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions.  If it were not so I would have told you.  I go and prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive you unto myself that where I am there ye may be also."

He's going to receive us and take us to heaven where He is and this is the blessed hope we have as Christians today. All through the Bible we learn that when Jesus comes, there will only be two groups of people on this earth.  The righteous, and the wicked, the wheat and the tares, the sheep and the goats, there is the narrow road and the broad road, good and evil, truth and error, the saved and the lost! Only two sides and we find them represented in our next two texts. 

Isaiah 25:9 Here is the group that is thrilled to see Jesus come, "And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: “  Then there is the other group:

1 Thessalonians 5:3 “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” Our nominal churches are preaching a peace and safety message today. Love without obedience. Just believe! They say we will go on sinning until Jesus comes and then we’ll be saved and made perfect. 

No such message is preached here at Victory. Do you really know which group you are in? Indeed we are living on borrowed time. There is little time left to make preparation. It is time to urge those we love to a greater awareness of the late hour and the desperate situation they are in.  In closing I wish to quote this from 1 SM page 56: “Are our people reviewing the past and the present and the future, as it is unfolding before the world? Are they heeding the messages of warning given them? Is it our greatest concern today that our lives shall be refined and purified, and that we shall reflect the similitude of the divine? This must be the experience of all who join that company who are washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. They must be arrayed in the righteousness of Christ. His name must be written in their foreheads. They must rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Christ has engraved the names of His people on the palms of His hands. He will never lose His interest in any dependent soul.”  {1SM 56.2}

Jesus says in Rev. 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”  The redeemed are those who have conquered the beast and the sins in their life. Jesus prayed daily, seeking His Father’s strength.  He lived by faith and so must we. 
If it is your desire to commit or recommit your life with a dedication to Jesus and the spread of the gospel in the short time that remains, please stand for prayer.
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