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Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church

Today’s sermon, “A Prophet for the End Time – Part 3” Conclusion

Over the past two Sabbaths, we established a foundation for this week’s sermon. That being that God’s end-time church would be guided by a true prophet of God, as it is so clearly stated in the scripture previously read in Revelation 12:17 and 19:10. Last week we looked closely at the end-time prophet that God had raised up for His remnant church, through a biographical sketch. This week, we will complete this 3 part series by applying all the Biblical tests to determine if God had indeed sent this prophet.

Shall we pray….
In both of the last two weeks, we clearly stated that Jesus pointed out in His description of the last days, that there would be false prophets. It stands to reason that if there would be false, there would also be a true.

There are certain types of false prophets that are specifically named and condemned in the Bible. 

Turn to Deuteronomy 18:10-12. “There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination (that is a fortune teller), or an observer of times (that is an astrologer), or an enchanter (that is one who casts spells), or a witch (that is a female psychic), Or a charmer (that is one who uses charms and casts spells), or a consulter with familiar spirits (that is one who is a medium or a channeler), or a wizard (that is a male psychic), or a necromancer (that is one who claims to contact the spirits of the dead). For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.”  

Now turn to Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable (which includes all those mentioned in Deuteronomy 18 that we just read), “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” A sorcerer is one who claims to contact the spirits of the dead; he would be the same as a necromancer. 

If anyone here consults an astrologer or reads the astrology reports, or goes to a fortuneteller or uses the services of a psychic, you would be participating in the very practice God has termed an abomination unto the LORD. That includes crystal balls, palm reading, leaf deciphering, ouija boards and tarot cards. Brothers and sisters this is serious business. It seems so harmless, but those involved will share the fate of all who will experience the second death. Every one of these occultist practices has found its origin in the author of all evil. Don’t be fascinated by it or even curious about it. Eternity hangs in the balance.

Most of those listed false prophets claim to have contact with spirits of the dead. But we know that the Bible clearly teaches that the dead know nothing. The supposed spirits of the dead are actually evil angels, or devils. Revelation 16:14 states “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles.”

In Matthew 24:24 Jesus warned, “that if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

Who were some of the more famous false prophets and psychics that would fit in the category of false prophets? There was Joseph Smith of Mormonism, Mary Baker Eddy of Christian Science, Jeane Dixon, Edgar Cayce, Daniel Logan, David Bubar, Gerard Croiset, Peter Hurkos, Arthur Ford and others, just to name a few. Predictions of such false prophets have a very low accuracy quotient. Their predictions are wrong, far more than they have been right. A study of these people concludes that not only do they violate many Biblical principles, but also these occultists act in stark contradiction to the Biblical norms for a true prophet. 

By the mid 1980’s there were 10,000 astronomers controlling the lives of over 40 million people in the U.S. through 1,200 daily astrology columns and 2,350 horoscope computers. It was estimated at that time there were roughly 140,000 fortune-tellers, mediums, clairvoyants and psychic seers that had at that time turned it into a 42 million dollar a year business. There were three major universities offering credit courses in witchcraft, magic, astrology and sorcery. But that was 20 years ago. There has been an explosion in growth in all those areas and we even see the ads of psychics on television today. Dabble in these things and you will put your eternal welfare at great risk. Today the need for a foolproof method to separate the false from the true prophets of God, is essential for those who are serious about understanding what God has labeled an abomination, and what is from God that we can know to be true.

Every prophecy given by a true prophet of God will always come true, unless of course the prophecy involved destruction of a people if they did not repent. So was the case with Jonah at Ninevah. God would have destroyed that wicked city, but they did repent and God withdrew the intended punishment.

So there are true prophets and there are psychics. We can clearly know the origin of the message of both. One follows the blueprint given in scripture; the other finds its origin and messages in spiritualism.

We will now examine the SIXTEEN TESTS OF A TRUE PROPHET

1. A true prophet does not lie, their word will come to pass - Deuteronomy 18:21,22 “And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.”

Jeremiah 28:9 “The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him.


Ellen White meets test #1.

2. Leads people back in harmony with scripture - Deuteronomy 13:1-3 “If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” Ellen White meets test #2.

3. Recognizes incarnation and divinity of Jesus - 1 John 4:1-3 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.” Ellen White meets test #3.

4. Upholds God’s will as it relates to scripture, the Ten Commandments and the Sabbath - Deuteronomy 18:18,19 “I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.“

2 Kings 17:13 “Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. Ellen White meets test #4.

5. Lives a righteous life and has a Godly influence on the church - Matthew 7:15-20 “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Ellen White meets test #5.  

6. Does not prophecy for fees or payments - 2 Kings 5:15,16 “And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. But he said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused. 

Daniel 5:17 “Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.” Ellen White meets test #6.

7. Never gives own private interpretation on prophecies - 2 Peter 1:20 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.”  Ellen White meets test #7.

8. Does not prophesy in their own name, always in the Name of the Lord - 2 Peter 1:21 “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  Ellen White meets test #8.
9. Points out the sins, transgressions and iniquities of the people against God as well as warns God’s people of coming judgments - Isaiah 58:1 “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”

Isaiah 24:19-21 “The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth.  Ellen White meets test #9.

10. Edifies the church - 1 Corinthians 12:28 “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”

1 Corinthians 14:3,4 “But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. Ellen White meets test #10.

11. In absolute harmony with Bible prophets - 1 Corinthians 14:32 “And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.”

Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.“ Ellen White meets test #11.

12. Does not breathe while in vision - Daniel 10:15,17 “And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb.” “For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.” Ellen White meets test #12.

13. No strength left in the prophet - Daniel 10:8,17,18 “Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength.” “For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me.” Ellen White meets test #13.

14. Has dreams and visions – Numbers 12:6 “And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.” Ellen White meets test #14.

15. Eyes Open in Vision – Numbers 24:4,16 “He hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:” “He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:”  Ellen White meets test #15. And finally…

16. A true prophet acts in accordance with the will and approval of God – Deuteronomy 18:9-12 “When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. Ellen White meets test #16 and was fully within the will of God throughout the 70 years she served as His prophet.

I have only time to relate two predictions that dramatically came true. One in the early 1900’s, the other we ourselves witnessed the fulfillment. I read this from Prophet of the End, a book I will give to each of you at the conclusion of the sermon. (Read pages 4-8)

Finally I want to read a few paragraphs from the chapter titled “The Last Crisis” found in Testimonies volume 9, beginning on page 11. 9-11. Do you think God was trying to tell us something? I read:

The Last Crisis 

We are living in the time of the end. The fast-fulfilling signs of the times declare that the coming of Christ is near at hand. The days in which we live are solemn and important. The Spirit of God is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the earth. Plagues and judgments are already falling upon the despisers of the grace of God. The calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war, are portentous. They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude.  {9T 11.1}

     The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements will be rapid ones.  {9T 11.2}

On one occasion, when in New York City, I was in the night season called upon to behold buildings rising story after story toward heaven. These buildings were warranted to be fireproof, and they were erected to glorify the owners and builders. Higher and still higher these buildings rose, and in them the most costly material was used. Those to whom these buildings belonged were not asking themselves: "How can we best glorify God?" The Lord was not in their thoughts.  {9T 12.1}

The scene that next passed before me was an alarm of fire. Men looked at the lofty and supposedly fire-proof buildings and said: "They are perfectly safe." But these buildings were consumed as if made of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the destruction. The firemen were unable to operate the engines.  {9T 13.1}

     I am instructed that when the Lord's time comes, should no change have taken place in the hearts of proud, ambitious human beings, men will find that the hand that had been strong to save will be strong to destroy. No earthly power can stay the hand of God. No material can be used in the erection of buildings that will preserve them from destruction when God's appointed time comes to send retribution on men for their disregard of His law and for their selfish ambition.  {9T 13.2}

In summary, during the lifetime of Ellen White, she wrote more than 25 million words, in 5,000 periodical articles and 40 books, including compilations from her 50,000 pages of manuscript. From the time she was 17 years old until she died 70 years later, God gave her approximately 2,000 visions and dreams. The visions varied in length from less than a minute to nearly four hours. All the tests regarding her faithfulness to the call of God, her eyes open and no breath in her body while in vision were verified. As you read this account of Ellen White in this book, you will see that indeed, this was a prophet God had raised up to lead His remnant people through the turbulent times of the end.
Shall we pray…. 

(Pass out the books)
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