Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout – September 8, 2007
The Seven Trumpets – Part 2 - Revelation chapter 11

and the Angel and the Little Book Revelation chapter 10.

Revelation 8, 9, 11 (This study chapters 10, 11)
Last week we studied Revelation 8 & 9 - The Seven Trumpets part 1, and we covered five trumpets and part of the sixth trumpet. We also covered one of the three woes and part of the second woe.
This week we will study the parenthetical chapter 10, which lies between the trumpet chapters 9 & 11. Then we will pick up with Revelation chapter 11 and continue our study of the sixth trumpet and the remainder of the second woe. 
Chapter 10 is a relatively short chapter but an important chapter in the flow of Christian history. 

Verse 1, “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:” 
Now John sees in his vision an angel that is apparently different from all the previous angels who had earlier appeared. He is distinct from the angels who hold the four winds (7:1); from those with the seven trumpets (8:2); from the angel at the altar (8:3); and from those in the river Euphrates (9:14). This angel may be correctly identified as Christ Himself as He is the Lord of history. 

“…clothed with a cloud …” The Greek word for clothes is “periballo” which means “to envelop.” Jesus is frequently associated with clouds in scripture. (Dan. 7:13; Acts 1:9; Rev 1:7; 14:14; I Thess. 4:17)
“…rainbow was upon his head …” The angel’s face “…as it were the sun…” shining through the cloud which He is enveloped may be thought of as the occasion for the rainbow. Revelation 1:16 in the description of Christ says, “…his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.” 
“…his feet as pillars of fire …” Revelation 1:15 in the description of Christ says, “…his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace…”
Verse 2, “And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,” The little book herein described is none other then the book that Daniel was instructed to seal until the time of the end. Daniel 12:4. “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end:” John sees the little book open which means that the prophecies dealing with the time of the end, which began around 1798, the great prophecies of Daniel with the understanding pertaining to the 2300 years and the beginning of the judgment, as it relates to the first, second and third angel’s messages is to be made clear.  

“…upon the sea, …on the earth,” The fact that the angel stands upon both the sea and the earth implies that the proclamation of His message will be proclaimed worldwide and suggests that His power and authority is over the entire world.
Verse 3, “And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.” Jesus is the Lion of Judah.
Verse 4, “And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. The sealing up pertains to the understanding and therefore such as what John wrote would not be understood until the time of the end when enlightened man would be shown the understanding of the prophecies around the time they would be fulfilled.

Verse 5, “And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,” 
“…lifted up his hand…” A gesture characteristic of the utterance of an oath in ancient times, just as it still is today.
Verse 6, “And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:” Here the Angel who is Christ is, is swearing by the Creator who is Christ, thereby He swears by Himself. 
“…there should be time no longer:” Jesus is stating that the prophecy regarding the 2300 days in Daniel 8:14 is the final time prophecy and that after 1844 there would be no other Bible prophecies related to time, which means any people setting dates after 1844 are false prophets and should not be paid any regard.
Verse 7, “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” Jesus is saying at the time of the seventh angel, the seventh trumpet, which we will study in Revelation 11:15-19, a climatic point will have been reached in the great controversy between Christ and Satan, as revealed by the proclamation of the voices in heaven at that time.
“…the mystery of God…” is that which He reveals to His people coupled with His purpose for them in the plan of redemption.
Verse 8, “And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.” Jesus bids John now to act a part in the vision.
Verse 9, “And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.  John in vision is placed here in the position of expressing his desire for the book. He acts the part of those who in reality proclaimed the advent message from 1840 – 1844.

“…eat it up;” To eat up the little book is a symbolic meaning for comprehending the meaning of the message. It is a description of those advent believers of all denominations as they came to more fully understand the meaning of the three angels’ messages in Revelation 14:6-12 in relation to the true fulfillment of the 2300 day prophecy.
“…make thy belly bitter…” “…in thy mouth sweet as honey…” The order of the elements in verses 9 & 10 although are in reverse, is an example of Hebrew parallelism. The explanation is in verse 10 next.

Verse 10, “And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.” As in Ezekiel’s experience, Ezekiel 3:3, God’s messages to His servants has often been a mixture of sweetness and bitterness, for they reveal both His love and His judgments. When the Advent believers in the years 1840 - 1844 first heard the message of the imminent second coming of Jesus in 1844, it was to them “sweet as honey.” But when Christ did not come, their experience was indeed bitter. Their computation of the time element of the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 were correct, but they were mistaken as to the nature of the event that was to take place at the end of the 2300 years. “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  The sanctuary being cleansed was not the second coming of Jesus, rather it was the beginning of the investigative judgment and on October 22, 1844, Jesus moved from the Holy part of the heavenly sanctuary, into the Most Holy part and thus began the anti-typical Day of Atonement.
Verse 10, “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Though the Advent believers suffered a bitter disappointment, a deeper study revealed the error to the remnant that remained, and God opened up greater understanding to them. They realized that they were under strong obligation to deliver a further message, that being the third angel’s message “…before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Their conviction has resulted in one of the most widespread programs of world evangelization that Christian history has seen, as Seventh-day Adventists have gone forth to proclaim “…to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people” Rev. 14:6, the message that has been committed to them. 
Now we will pick up with Revelation chapter 11 which first picks up where chapter 10 leaves off and then moves back to the continuation of events which take place under the sixth trumpet and the remainder of the second woe.
Revelation 11:1 “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.”
Following the great disappointment of October 22, 1844, the attention of the Advent believers is now drawn to the heavenly sanctuary and to the work of Christ as high priest in that sanctuary. The measurement of them that worship suggests a work of judgment of the true spiritual Israel as opposed to the “Gentiles.”
Revelation 11:2 “But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”
In the temple of Herod, there was an inner court divided into the “Court of the Women,” and the “Court of the Priests.” Beyond these was a great outer court, the “Court of the Gentiles.” A barrier divided the outer and inner courts, and no Gentile was allowed to pass the barrier on pain of death. John had this court in mind and it represents the earth in contrast with the “temple of God’ in heaven. Here, 

“…given unto the Gentiles:” may be understood as those who are not worshippers, who have not given themselves as belonging to the Israel of God.
“…the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” Used here the “holy city” represents the people of God. This passage is parallel with the description in Daniel 7:7, 23 which delineates a treading down by the fourth beast (Dan 7:7, 8, 25) and the beasts activities are directed against the saints of the most High. This period of 42 months is the 1,260 years of Papal rule.  
Revelation 11:3, 4 “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.” 
“…my two witnesses” There is a lot of speculation as to who are the two witnesses. Some have said Moses and Elijah, but the significance of the two witnesses goes beyond this. In verse 4 the two witnesses are identified as the “two olive trees” and “two candlesticks,” symbols drawn from Zechariah 4:1-6, 11-14. There they are said to represent “the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” As the olive branches are portrayed furnishing oil for the lamps of the sanctuary (vs. 12), so from these holy ones before the throne of God the Holy Spirit is imparted to men. Inasmuch as the fullest expression of the Holy Spirit is contained in the Scriptures of the Old Testament and the New Testament, they would be the two witnesses. Concerning the Word of God, the Psalmist declares, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  Psalm 119:105, and in verse 130. “The entrance of thy words giveth light;” 
“…they shall prophesy…” In spite of the dominance of evil during the period of 1260 years, the Spirit of God as manifested in the scriptures, (the two witnesses), to those men who would receive Him.
 “…clothed in sackcloth…” Wearing sackcloth was a common sign of mourning and here it is symbolizing the time when human traditions were in the ascendancy while possession of the Scriptures was not allowed.

Revelation 11:5 “And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.”
Ultimately those who persist in resisting the witness of the Holy Spirit will be destroyed in the lake of fire. 
Revelation 11:6 “These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.” 

“…power…” The Greek word is “exousia” which means authority and is used twice in this verse. Power to shut heaven is an allusion to Elijah (1 Kings 7:1) who predicted there would be no rain in Israel for a certain time that would be connected to his word. (1 Kings 17:1). Power over waters to turn them to blood is an allusion to Moses and the first plague of Egypt. (Exodus 7:19-21). The two witnesses have the authority to call down any of the plagues.
Revelation 11:7 “And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.”

“…when they shall have finished…” That is the two witnesses at the end of the 1260 years.

“…the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit…” The beast in this verse would be a power that would attempt to destroy the Scriptures around the close of the period of Papal supremacy. Inasmuch as atheism was particularly popular in France at this time, and the anti-religious spirit of the day naturally militated against the use of and belief in Scripture, the beast in this verse would be the First French Republic from 1792 – 1804. The bottomless pit was a new form of satanic power manifesting itself as an atheistical power. 

Revelation 11:8 “And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.”

Sodom is symbolic of moral degradation and Egypt was known for its denial of the existence of the true God. Such was the condition of France during the revolution and the attitudes are characteristic of the leaders of the Revolution in France. 
“…where also our Lord was crucified.” This is not talking about Jerusalem nor is it talking about Jesus, rather it is referring to the large number of the followers of Jesus who perished in the persecutions of France.

Revelation 11:9 “And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.”
The first part of this verse is speaking about the other nations observing the war on the Bible in France.

“…dead bodies three days and an half…” These prophetic 3-1/2 days would be a literal 3-1/2 year period that religion would be outlawed. On November 10, 1793, a decree was issued in Paris that abolished religion.
Revelation 11:10 “And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.”
There are few greater tortures than that of a guilty conscience. When truth and righteousness are constantly presented before the willful sinner, they often become intolerable to him. Now relieved from the torment, that is the convicting testimony of the two witnesses, the wicked quiet their consciences by losing themselves in merriment. 

Revelation 11:11 “And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.”

“…after three days and an half…” That is at the end of the period that the witnesses’ (O.T. & N.T.) bodies lie unburied and exposed to public view. June 17, 1797, the French government removed restrictions against the practice of religion. During that period anarchy had prevailed and the blood flowed through the streets as no one seemed liable to follow law. One group being killing by another for certain reasons, was themselves the victims of another group for other reasons. Reason to a certain extent somewhat returned when the government’s anti-religious bias was no longer the problem in France. 

“…the Spirit of life from God entered into them,…” God, the giver of life, raises His faithful witnesses
“…great fear fell…” A guilty conscience once more asserts itself, and those who had rejoiced over the death of the two witnesses now stand aghast as they witness the resurrection of the Bible.
Revelation 11:12 “And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.”
The voice is that of God and as Jesus has a glorious ascension in a cloud after His resurrection, so this verse symbolically represents the resurrection of the two witnesses and the glorious ascendancy into remarkable popularity following the French Revolution. Bible societies were established and particularly notable among them were the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1804 and the American Bible Society in 1816. So in the last two centuries the Bible and portions of the Scriptures have been circulated around the world in around 2,000 languages.    
Revelation 11:13 “And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.
“…same hour …” This is speaking about the time the two witnesses have ascended to popularity. “…great earthquake…” This is a symbolic portrayal of the upheaval that shook the nation of France toward the close of the 18th century. “…tenth part…” This is not the final earthquake for only a fraction of France falls at this time. The earthquake actually signifies a temporary judgment that frightened into submission some of those who have gloried in the death of the two witnesses. “…seven thousand …” Comparatively a small number of persons are meant, but enough to bring the survivors of the nation to recognize the sovereignty of God, whose witnesses they had despised.
Revelation 11:14 “The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.” That is the judgments under the sixth trumpet, which ended in 1840. The third woe is the judgments under the seventh trumpet.
Revelation 11:15 “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”
“…seventh angel…” This marks the beginning of the third woe in 1844. Textual evidence attests to “kingdoms” reading “kingdom”. Christ receives the kingdom a short time before His return to earth to receive His redeemed ones. At the time of His coming, all opposition is crushed. “…his Christ” That is “His (God the Father) Anointed” referring to the second person of the Godhead, the One anointed for the work of redemption. 

Revelation 11:16 “And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,”
“four and twenty elders” Referring back to the 4th verse of Revelation 4, “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.” The 24 elders are portrayed in white garments which is symbolic of righteousness (Revelation 3:4, 5), and have on their heads crowns, which are emblems of victory (Revelation 2:10). The 24 elders are human beings that were in heaven in John’s day and were those saints who arose from their graves at the time of Christ’s resurrection (Matthew 27:52, 53). Of course the main resurrection of the redeemed is future (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
Revelation 11:17 “Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.” 
Revelation 11:18 “And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”
“…nations were angry…” Such is the condition of the nations prior to Christ’s coming. They will band together to oppose the work and people of Christ.

“…thy wrath is come…” The work of the opposition to Christ is brought to a halt by the seven last plagues.
“…time…” This is a particular time with a definite purpose. It is the time of judgment, both of reward and destruction (Revelation 22:12). The living lost at this time will be destroyed by the brightness of His coming, while the righteous are taken to a millennium of peace in heaven. The ultimate reward and penalty will come after the thousand years when all of the lost will receive the executive judgment and be destroyed in the hell-fire, while the redeemed will see the earth restored to its Edenic beauty and continue their eternal existence in the new earth.  
Revelation 11:18 “And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.
“…temple of God…” There is opened before John in vision a view of God’s heavenly temple, with the “ark of the testament” the focal point of the vision. The ark is in the most holy place, which has been since October 22nd, 1844, and is still today, the center of service in the anti-typical Day of Atonement.

“…ark of the testament…” The ark in the typical sanctuary was the depository of the Ten Commandments, God’s immutable moral law for all men in all ages. John’s vision of the ark in God’s temple argues eloquently that in earth’s last hours God’s great moral law is to be central in the thinking and in the lives of all who seek to serve God in spirit and in truth. (Revelation 12:17; 14:12)
“…lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.” All this takes place under the seventh plague.
Today we are living near the end of the seventh trumpet which began in 1844. Next Sabbath September 15th – We will study The Four Beasts Around the Throne – Revelation 4:6-9; 5:6, 8, 14; 6:1, 3, 5-7; 7:11, 15:7, 19:4; Isaiah 6:2, 3 & 6; Ezekiel 1:5-28.
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