“The Three Angels Messages” Part 1

Sabbath September 10, 2005

Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is “The Three Angels Messages Part 1”. Today and the next two Sabbaths, we will be looking at all three of the three angels messages, their meaning and their relevance today.

Before opening the Testimony of Jesus, shall we invite God’s Spirit for the blessing of understanding.

I read this from the Testimony of Jesus {2SM 104.3} “The first and second messages were given in 1843 and 1844, and we are now under the proclamation of the third; but all three of the messages are still 

to be proclaimed. It is just as essential now as ever before that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking for the truth.  {2SM 104.3}
The Spirit of Prophecy instructs us in GC 312.1 “This message is declared to be a part of "the everlasting gospel." The work of preaching the gospel has not been committed to angels, but has been entrusted to men. Holy angels have been employed in directing this work, they have in charge the great movements for the salvation of men; but the actual proclamation of the gospel is performed by the servants of Christ upon the earth.”  {GC 312.1}

We will now look closely at the first angel’s message found in Revelation 14:6,7.

"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having  the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth," . . .  This is a saving, Christ centered message. It goes "to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people."   This is not a message for any particular denomination, sect, or creed.  It leaps across geographical boundaries and spans the oceans and speaks to men and women of every religious persuasion.  Verse 7 It continues, “Saying with a LOUD voice"  Why a loud voice?  Because the loud voice you hear.  "Saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to him: for the hour of his judgment is come:" 

This from the Testimony of Jesus {GC 436} “By the first angel, men are called upon to "fear God, and give glory to Him" and to worship Him as the Creator of the heavens and the earth. In order to do this, they must obey His law. Says the wise man: "Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man." Ecclesiastes 12:13. Without obedience to His commandments no worship can be pleasing to God. "This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments." 1 John 5:3. "He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”” Proverbs 28:9.  

“Fear God," (That's obey, reverence and respect Him), “Fear God and give glory to him: for the hour of his judgment is come:"  Here it announces a special time in Earth's history, a time when judgment of the people has already begun. Notice the special call, "and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters."   Revelation 14:7 is a call to true worship. 
And Revelation 14:9 is a warning against false worship, because it says, "And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast". In the last days of Earth's history, every human being, will either be in the remnant church that worship the Creator, or they will be everyone else that either directly or indirectly worship the Beast. The central issue is allegiance, loyalty, and obedience to God or the beast power. 

From the Testimony of Jesus – Great Controversy Page 453.1  “These truths, as presented in Revelation 14 in connection with "the everlasting gospel," will distinguish the church of Christ at the time of His appearing. For as the result of the threefold message it is announced: "Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." And this message is the last to be given before the coming of the Lord. Immediately following its proclamation the Son of man is seen by the prophet, coming in glory to reap the harvest of the earth.”  That was Great Controversy 453.3  

And this Gospel Workers page 27.1 “O, how little do we comprehend the breadth of our mission! We need a faith that is earnest and determined, and a courage that is unshaken. Our time for work is short, and we are to labor with unflagging zeal.”  

Note – the dictionary definition for “zeal” is an intense desire or devotion. We (that’s all of us) are to labor (it’s not talking about our secular employment) with unflagging zeal, with a faith that is determined and a courage that is unshaken. Measure yourself by these words, because this is the characteristics of the people God will use. Slothfulness and the spirit of complaining have no place in our God-given mission.

Back to Revelation 14:7  " . . .worship him who made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.“  What do we call the One who made heaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters?  The Creator!  In an age of evolution, God calls men and women back to Him as the Creator. God will have us show the world that we are not here by evolutionary chance; that we are not a cosmic mistake, but rather the result of a Creator's handiwork. 

The three angels messages are part of the everlasting gospel message to go to the world, here in the time of the end. It is the first angel’s message that is the focus of our study today. It is important to focus in on the fulfillment of the part of Revelation 14:7 shown here in yellow, “…for the hour of his judgment is come:"  Everyone here needs to not only understand where the three angel’s messages are found, and what they say, but also how to prove them with scripture. 

May the Holy Spirit of God give us understanding of this message today, is my prayer in Jesus name, Amen.

We have recorded in the book of Acts 17:31, “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;…”

We know who that man is that is carrying on the work of judgment according to Hebrews 8:1,2 “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; Verse 2  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”  Of course we know that to be Jesus Christ as Paul identifies Him by name in Hebrews 9:24... “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:” 

Based on what we just read in the combined scriptures of Hebrews 9:24, and Hebrews 8:1,2, we can safely conclude that Jesus is our High Priest, carrying on the work of judgment, in the sanctuary in heaven. We will not cover the sanctuary today, as we will be studying that in detail in future Sabbaths. Today we are studying the first angel’s message so I want to return to Acts 17:31. “Because he hath appointed a day,…” We know today that the day appointed for the beginning of the judgment was October 22, 1844. Using God’s word, we will study how we arrived at that date.

To do this of course we will be studying the book of Daniel. We will turn to Daniel chapter 8. Daniel 8:14 reads, “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” 

What did the cleansing of the Sanctuary mean? Our pioneers thought it was the second coming of Jesus and the cleansing of the earth by fire. Later, after their great disappointment, they were to discover that they had the time of the event correct; they incorrectly identified the nature of the event. The cleansing of the sanctuary was the beginning of the final judgment.  

As we have just read in Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” We will correctly show when this 2300 days began and when it ended.
We know that the Bible interprets itself, and that anytime a prophecy deals with a timeline, one prophetic day equals one literal year, according to Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34. We need to lock these two scripture references into our memory.

That said we know that Daniel 8:14, being a prophecy, the “… two thousand and three hundred days…”

2,300 prophetic days would in fact be 2300 literal years. 

So, according to the angel who spoke with Daniel, what would happen at the end of 2,300 years?

The cleansing of the sanctuary, which we now know to be the beginning of the final judgment.  To pinpoint the starting point of the 2,300 years we need more information, so now we must turn to the Bible for the answers.
Daniel 8:17-19 “So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.  Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.” 
Daniel 8:26,27 “And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.” 

We will now turn to the next chapter, Daniel 9 where we see this great Patriarch Daniel acting as an intercessor for the people as he began his prayer in verse 4. At the start of his prayer, Gabriel was at the throne of God receiving his instructions. Verses 4 – 19 are a beautiful prayer and we need to pray such a prayer for God’s people today. We will jump now to verses 21 and 22.

Daniel 9:21 “Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. Verse 22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.” 
Now Gabriel begins to explain this vision that had Daniel sick.

Daniel 9:23  “At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. 

Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy,…”

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people…”  So here we have the word determined which means “CUT OFF” or separated from.

We really have a two fold meaning here. The time is determined upon the “People” which would be the Jews. Long have they been the “chosen people,” but after this 70 weeks if they have not complied with the conditions, they would be “cut off” from that privilege. 

Also the 70 weeks was a period of time that would be cut off from the 2300 days originally given in Daniel 8:14. Now we must let the Bible explain itself, as God’s Word must give us the starting point of the 2300 day and 70 week time prophecies.

Daniel 9:25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem…”  Since we are only studying the First angel’s message today with the goal of nailing down the date the judgment began, and not all that occurred within the 70 weeks period, we will only concentrate on the starting point, which is the same for both. We know for a fact that it would be when the commandment is given to restore and to build Jerusalem. Tunr to the book of Ezra. 
Ezra 6:14   “And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.” 

There were three decrees involved in the rebuilding of Jerusalem.  There was the 1st decree by King Cyrus in 537 BC.   See Ezra 1:1-4.

Then the 2nd decree given by Darius in 520 BC.   See Ezra 6:1,8,11,12

The first two decrees were to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.  But the 3rd decree was given by King Artaxerxes in the fall of 457 BC and that was to rebuild Jerusalem. See Ezra 6:14; 7:7,11-13, 16, 21, 23, 27.

So, we have our starting point, 457 BC. The decree that was to rebuild Jerusalem was given by King Artaxerxes in the fall of 457 BC. Is that clear??

Now the first part of the prophetic 2300 days, literally 2300 years was the 70 weeks was a period allotted to the Jews. 70 weeks, 490 prophetic days would be 490 literal years. To find the period of time involved in the last part, We would subtract 490 from 2300 and that would leave us 1810 remaining years to the beginning of the judgment. With NO Zero year, 490 years from 457 BC would take us to 34 AD. Adding 1810 years to 34 AD, we arrive at 1844, the beginning of the Investigative Judgment period in the Heavenly Sanctuary.

Therefore we have been living in what the scriptures call, “God’s Judgment Hour” since 1844. The hour of His Judgment IS come! Not will come, not may come, not had come, but is come, right on schedule at the close of the longest time prophecy in the Bible

When Jesus the sacrifice ascended into heaven, He entered the Holy part of the heavenly Sanctuary. And then on the day appointed, October 22, 1844, the anti-typical Day of Atonement, Jesus entered the Most Holy part of the Heavenly Sanctuary and there commenced the beginning of the cleansing of the Sanctuary. Every case that has ever lived would be decided for eternity.

David wrote in Psalm 77:13, “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?” 

I read the following from God’s prophet, DA 436.2 “The messages of this chapter constitute a threefold warning which is to prepare the inhabitants of the earth for the Lord's second coming. The announcement, "The hour of His judgment is come," points to the closing work of Christ's ministration for the salvation of men. It heralds a truth which must be proclaimed until the Saviour's intercession shall cease and He shall return to the earth to take His people to Himself. The work of judgment which began in 1844 must continue until the cases of all are decided, both of the living and the dead; hence it will extend to the close of human probation.” 

Revelation 14:7 “Fear God and give glory to him: for the hour of his judgment is come:" 

Each of us need to increase our study of the sword, His word, as soon all the scriptures that you will have access to are those in your head. 
Shall we pray…
Next Sabbath, the Lord willing, we will study “The Three Angels Messages Part 2”. 
Shall we stand and sing our closing hymn “O Brother, Be Faithful” Page 602
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