Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout – September 15, 2007
The Four Beasts - Around the Throne

Revelation 4:6-9; 5:6, 8, 14; 6:1, 3, 5-7; 7:11, 15:7, 19:4; Isaiah 6:2, 3 &6; Ezekiel 1:5-28.

Our focus today is on the four beasts around the throne as we first read about them in the fourth chapter of Revelation. To set the stage we will read the first five verses of John’s vision.
Revelation 4:1-5 “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”

In Revelation 4 verses 1-5, John had been called up into heaven in vision a second time after the vision of Rev. 1:10 – 3:22, when he was taken in vision on the Sabbath day. We do not know how much time had elapsed between the first and second vision.

The “door” is to the very throne room of God in the holy place of the heavenly sanctuary and the “voice” of a “trumpet” would be the same voice as in chapter 1 verse 10, Jesus Himself. John speaks briefly about the “One” who “sat on the throne”, referencing the Father, who stands in striking contrast to the detailed description of Jesus given in chapter 1:13-16; but the Son is human as well as divine and can therefore be described appropriately in human terms. 

John has recourse repeatedly to precious stones for describing brilliant colors, for sunlight shining on such stones produced some of the most brilliant colors known to man in his day. He used the “jasper” probably describing a bright, flashing light, more notable for its brilliance than its color. The “sardine stone” was of a reddish color and John was describing a brilliant red light. He then goes on to describe a “…rainbow round about the throne.” (Compare Ezekiel’s vision of the throne of God in Ezekiel 1:26-28).  “…like unto an emerald,” that is of a green color. The brilliance of the light flashing forth from the presence on the throne is tempered by the soft green light of an encircling rainbow. 
The rainbow represents the combination of justice and mercy that characterizes God. The Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, recorded the following in the book titled “Christ’s Object Lessons.” “The rainbow round about the throne is an assurance that God is true, that in Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. We have sinned against Him, and are undeserving of His favor; yet He Himself has put into our lips that most wonderful of pleas, "Do not abhor us, for Thy name's sake; do not disgrace the throne of Thy glory; remember, break not Thy covenant with us." Jer. 14:21. When we come to him confessing our unworthiness and sin, He has pledged Himself to give heed to our cry. The honor of His throne is staked for the fulfillment of His word unto us.”  {COL 148.1}
John goes on to make note of the 24 elders around God’s throne that are clothed in white raiment and have gold crowns on their heads. The “white raiment” signifies “righteousness,” Rev. 3:4 and the “crowns of gold” signify victory, Rev. 2:10. These 24 elders were in heaven in John’s day and are believed to be human beings already in heaven. They would be identified as those saints who arose from their graves at the time of Christ’s resurrection, Matthew 27:52, 53; Ephesians 4:8; since that is a group known to have already been resurrected, and the only other humans in the Bible in heaven outside of Enoch, Elijah and Moses.
“…lightnings and thunderings and voices” is a favorite expression of John (see 8:5; 11:19; 16:18) and no doubt refers to the power and majesty. (See Job 37:4, 5; Psalm 29:3, 4)

“…seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.” Seven lamps of fire or seven fiery lamps. Although these bear a superficial resemblance to the seven golden candlesticks in Revelation 1:12, these are called “lamps” (Gr. lampades) rather than “candlesticks” or “lampstands” (Gr. luchnia). Furthermore these seven lamps are clearly said to represent the “seven Spirits of God.” Elsewhere in Revelation, ch. 1:4 “the seven spirits before the throne” (the Father), and in Revelation 5:6 “the seven eyes, (of the Lamb) which are the seven Spirits of God” (the Lamb is Jesus). The association with the Father and Jesus would imply the “seven Spirits” to be the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.  
Now we will focus on today’s subject “the four beasts.”

Revelation 4:6 “And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.” 
John’s description of the “sea of glass like unto crystal:” has much in common with Ezekiel’s vision of the throne of God which rested upon a firmament, (Ezekiel 1:26). In ancient times glass was much more valuable, and not as available as it is today. Crystal is a colorless, transparent mineral. Therefore John is describing what his eyes behold, a vast shimmering expanse, gloriously reflecting the red and green radiance about the throne. (Compare Ezekiel 1:22). Now we are introduced to the “four beasts” in the midst and round about the throne. The Greek word for “beasts” is “zoa,” which means “living things.” They closely resemble those of Ezekiel’s vision (See Ezekiel 1:5-26) which Ezekiel calls cherubim. (Ezekiel 10:20-22)
“…full of eyes before and behind.” This may be understood as a symbol of the intelligence and ceaseless vigilance of these heavenly beings and that their appearance was one of shining brilliance. 

Revelation 4:7 “And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 
“Lion, …calf, …man, …eagle” Here each of the four living creatures (beasts) appears with one of the four faces that were characteristic of each of the cherubim in Ezekiel’s vision (1:10; 10:14). In Ezekiel’s vision each creature had one body and four faces, each creature being identical. Ezekiel 1:10 “As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.” Ezekiel 10:14 “And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.”
Revelation 4:8 “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
“… six wings…” The cherubim of Ezekiel’s vision each had four wings (Ezekiel 1:6; 10:21) 
Right here it is important to understand that when an attempt is made to interpret these four living creatures, it is well to keep in mind that in symbolic prophecy the prophet sees representations of the actual and not the actual itself. The living creatures represent heavenly beings. It is not necessary to imagine that in the service of God are four headed, four-winged or six-winged beings. Inspiration nowheres requires such a conclusion. The forms chosen for this prophetic presentation were doubtless designed to symbolize heavenly messengers in their plentitude of offices, capabilities and adaptabilities. 

“…full of eyes within…” As in verse six, this is a symbol of the intelligence and ceaseless vigilance of these heavenly beings.
“…they rest not day and night …” Men customarily work by day and rest by night, but “he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” Psalm 121:4. Where night brings an intermission to most human activities, there is no effect on the ceaseless stream of praise to God that issues from all the beings in heaven.
“…Holy, holy, holy …” This is also the cry of the seraphim in Isaiah’s vision. Isaiah 6:3 “And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts:” This three fold praise is directed towards the presence on the throne, the Father, and is not implying the three persons of the Godhead, and the rest of the verse “…which was, and is, and is to come,” is as in Revelation 1:4, directed toward the Father. God the Father has existed from eternity past, is in eternity present and will always exist in eternity future.  
Revelation 4:9 “And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,”  Heavenly beings as well as human beings, owe God thanks for He has given them life. They exist by His pleasure. In the ultimate sense God owes His creatures nothing; they owe everything to Him.
We are now covering all the scriptures wherein the four beasts are mentioned. Revelation 5:6, 8, 14 are the next verses following chapter 4:6-9.

Revelation 5:6 “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.”
Revelation 5:8 “And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.” 

Revelation 5:14 “And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.”  
We studied Revelation 6, the seven seals and the four horsemen in a previous study. The four beasts are mentioned in verses 1, 3 and 5-7.

Revelation 6:1 “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.”  

Revelation 6:3 “And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.”  
Revelation 6:5-7 “And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.”

Revelation 7 is the interlude chapter between the sixth and seventh seal with one mention of the four beasts in verse 11.

Revelation 7:11 “And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,”
Revelation 15 is the seven angels with the seven vials containing the seven last plagues with one mention of the four beasts in verse 7.
Revelation 15:7 “And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever.”
The last mention of the four beasts (living creatures) is in Revelation 19:4.
Revelation 19:4 “And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.”
As a side note, the praise word “Alleluia” is the Greek word “Allelouia,” which is a transliteration of the Hebrew word “halelu-yah” which means “Praise ye Yahweh.” The word “Alleluia” is found in only 4 places in the New Testament. Revelation 19:1, 3, 4, 6. 
We will continue our study of the four beasts (living creatures) in the Old Testament. It is interesting to note that Isaiah refers to them as seraphims while Ezekiel calls them cherubim.

A little background on the 6th chapter of Isaiah – The year is 740/739 B.C. and King Uzziah died having concluded his 52nd year of reign. The young Isaiah had been called to prophetic office with a strong message of reproof to Israel. He was taken into vision and there saw these living creatures he called seraphims. Strongs Concordance defines seraphim as “burning ones,” “shinning ones,” “fiery serpents.”
Isaiah 6:2, 3, & 6 “Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:”
It’s interesting to note that both John in Revelation 4:8 and Isaiah in verse 2 above, both see the creatures with six wings, whereas Ezekiel sees the creatures with four wings, Ezekiel 1:6.
In verse 2 Isaiah sees the seraphim with two wings covering the face, in an attitude of homage and reverence before God, two wings covering the feet and two wings used for flight. In verse 3 Isaiah hears the cry, “Holy, holy, holy,” just as John heard the living creatures around the throne cry “Holy, holy, holy.” Verse 1 states that Isaiah was in vision before the throne of God and he was greatly impressed with the outstanding characteristic of the holiness of the Lord. A realization of the glory and holiness of God will lead men to stand always in humility before Him.

 It would be good to read verse 5, as Isaiah had been pronouncing woes upon the sinners among God’s people. Now, finding himself in the awesome presence of a holy God, he becomes profoundly aware of his own imperfection of character. The same experience will happen to us as we draw nigh to God.
Isaiah 6:5 “Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”
Continuing our study of the four living creatures we turn now to Ezekiel 1:5-28, 

1:5 “Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.” Ezekiel uses the word “likeness” 10 times in chapter 1 as he tries to describe creatures he has never seen before. The chief attribute of the creatures was that they stood and moved upright like men.
1:6 “And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings.” Each creature had four distinct faces, those of a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle. Ezekiel’s vision sees four wings on each creature whereas the seraphim of Isaiah 6:2 and the creatures of Rev. 4 had six wings.

1:7 “And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass.” The word “feet” refers to their legs and the structure of their legs was such that they could go in any direction without turning.

1:8, 9 “And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings. Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward.” The “hands of a man under their wings” is explained in the Spirit of Prophecy as: “In Ezekiel's vision God had His hand beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is to teach His servants that it is divine power that gives them success. He will work with them if they will put away iniquity and become pure in heart and life.  {5T 754.1}”
The words “turned not” imply that since they had four faces they had no need to turn as any direction they moved in was a forward straight movement.  

1:10 “As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.” There is a lot of conjecture regarding the four faces, however it is important to remember that in symbolic prophecy the prophet sees representations of the actual and not the actual itself. Frequently the actors in a prophetic drama have an appearance vastly different from the beings or movements they represent. For example: caricatured beasts and dragons are used to dramatize the parts of nations and supernatural powers. Care must be exercised not to take a Bible prophet literally when literalness is not intended. Many try in vain to interpret the “two witnesses” in Revelation 11 as two men in the past or two men in the future, when it was speaking about the Old and New Testaments at specific times in history. Likewise in parables, we are not to attach literalness when literalness is not intended; rather we are to learn what the overall objective of the vision presented is. So many Christians today take Peter’s vision as license to eat anything God said not to eat; when the objective was that Peter was to call no man unclean.

The vision of Ezekiel was given at a time when the Jews had been victims to much plundering and the nation lay in ruins after successive invasions and many of the inhabitants were now captive in foreign lands, all a result of their continuous apostasy. It was believed that God no longer cared. The vision was given to show that a divine overruling Power had much to do with the affairs of earthly rulers and that God was still in control. The four living creatures represent heavenly beings in their plentitude of offices, capabilities and adaptabilities.
1:11, 12 “Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their bodies. And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went.” The words “whither the spirit” shows that there is no independent action of these creatures, rather that their movements are in harmony with the directions of the Spirit.

1:13 “As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning.” Ezekiel tries to describe in human language and at close range the interesting spectacle of vibrating lamps and emanating flashes that were continuously active among the creatures.

1:14   And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.  The flash of lightning is described in the Spirit of Prophecy as follows: “The bright light going among the living creatures with the swiftness of lightning represents the speed with which this work will finally go forward to completion. He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, can carry forward His great work harmoniously. That which appears to finite minds entangled and complicated, the Lord's hand can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways and means to thwart the purposes of wicked men, and He will bring to confusion the counsels of them that plot mischief against His people.”  {5T 754.2}
1:15-19 “Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went. As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them four. And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.”  
Ezekiel saw “one wheel upon the earth,” “four had one likeness,” “wheel in the middle of a wheel.” He saw four wheels which touched the earth, whereas the cherubim had appeared in a cloud (vs. 4, 5). The wheels were so complicated in arrangement that at first sight they appeared to be in confusion; yet they moved in perfect harmony.
The “rings were full of eyes” signifies that the vision was not dealing with mere physical forces, but with forces embodying intelligence.
“Heavenly beings, sustained and guided by the hand beneath the wings of the cherubim, were impelling those wheels; above them, upon the sapphire throne, was the Eternal One; and round about the throne was a rainbow, the emblem of divine mercy.”  {PK 535.3}

“As the wheellike complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is under divine control. Amidst the strife and tumult of nations He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of this earth.” {PK 536.1}”

1:20-22 “Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.  And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above.”

  Ezekiel is describing what he saw in the best human language he could. The “firmament upon the heads of the living creature” was talking about the great expanse above them and “colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above” was a gorgeous display of something faintly resembling the morning sun falling upon the eternal snows of some lofty mountain peak. The word “crystal” here used is translated either “ice” or “frost.”
1:23, 24 “And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies. And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings.”

The prophet is trying to represent each part of the vision in its proper relationship to the other parts. Two of the wings of each creature were straight, that is outstretched toward the firmament above and the other two were folded reverently over the bodies of the living creatures. The “noise of their wings” is more frequently translated “sound of their wings,” and the sound of the wings in motion that Ezekiel hears is different than the ordinary sounds he is accustomed to. He searches his thoughts for something that he can compare this melodious sound that thrills his soul. He finds a partial parallel in the sound of great waters, perhaps a rushing stream. The sound is complex and in addition to the voice of God he also detects the voice of a great host.

1:25, 26 “And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings. And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.  
The “voice from the firmament that was over their heads” is from the throne and is distinguished from sound previously heard. The creatures “let down their wings” which means when the voice was heard the cherubim stood still , the mighty sounds of their going were hushed, and their wings fell motionless in the attitude of reverential attention.
1:27, 28 “And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about.  As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.  
Pertaining to “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about.” I present the following from the Spirit of Prophecy:

“In the rainbow above the throne is an everlasting testimony that "God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Whenever the law is presented before the people, let the teacher of the truth point to the throne arched with the rainbow of promise, the righteousness of Christ. The glory of the law is Christ; he came to magnify the law, and to make it honorable. Make it appear distinct that mercy and peace have met together in Christ, and righteousness and truth have embraced each other. When you look to his throne, offering up your penitence, praise, and thanksgiving that you may perfect Christian character, and represent Christ to the world, you abide in Christ, and Christ abides in you; you have the peace that passes all understanding. We need continually to meditate upon Christ's attractive loveliness. We must direct minds to Jesus, fasten them upon him. In every discourse dwell upon the divine attributes.  {RH, December 13, 1892 par. 6}

     As the bow in the cloud is formed by the union of the sunlight and the shower, so the rainbow encircling the throne represents the combined power of mercy and justice. It is not justice alone that is to be maintained; for this would eclipse the glory of the rainbow of promise above the throne; men could see only the penalty of the law. Were there no justice, no penalty, there would be no stability to the government of God. It is the mingling of judgment and mercy that makes salvation complete. It is the blending of the two that leads us, as we view the world's Redeemer, and the law of Jehovah, to exclaim, "Thy gentleness hath made me great." We know that the gospel is a perfect and complete system, revealing the immutability of the law of God. It inspires the heart with hope, and with love to God. Mercy invites us to enter through the gates into the city of God, and justice is satisfied to accord to every obedient soul full privileges as a member of the royal family, a child of the heavenly King. If we were defective in character, we could not pass the gates that mercy has opened to the obedient; for justice stands at the entrance, and demands holiness in all who would see God. Were justice extinct, and were it possible for divine mercy to open the gates to the whole race, irrespective of character, there would be a worse condition of disaffection and rebellion in heaven than before Satan was expelled. The peace, happiness, and harmony of heaven would be broken. The change from earth to heaven will not change men's character; the happiness of the redeemed in heaven results from the character formed in this life after the image of Christ. The saints in heaven will first have been saints on earth.  {RH, December 13, 1892 par. 7}

Next Sabbath September 22nd – Daniel Chapter 8
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