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September 15, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 
“The Sanctuary Revisited”  

Let us pray…
One of the most important foundational doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, is the doctrine of the sanctuary. It should be preached at least once a year in every SDA church the world over. But sadly there are some people who admit that they haven’t heard a sermon on the sanctuary in decades. Why? For the same reasons that celebrations services are held in a majority of churches where Satan’s music is hailed as praise and Spiritual Formation is believed to be a better way to commune with God and even the Sabbath is lightly regarded today.
We have had clear warning in the Spirit of Prophecy. I read this from 1SM 204.2 “The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the structure.”  

Why is this happening? If we are studying daily it should not come as a surprise for Revelation 12:17 reads as follows: “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

We are in a war for our very soul survival. Satan will be destroyed and he wants you to share his fate. As long as he can keep you so preoccupied with the cares of this life, that you neglect your daily worship, he will be successful.
That said, let’s begin today’s study with Daniel 8:13 & 14.  
 “Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain [saint] which spake, How long [shall be] the vision [concerning] the daily [sacrifice], and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”


So Daniel hears one angel talking to another, asking how long is this prophecy (vision) of the daily (which is Rome in its Pagan form), [by the way, sacrifice is a supplied word and does not belong] and the transgression of desolation (which is Rome in its Papal form for 1,260 years) to down trod God’s sanctuary and His people (host). Blasphemous claims of forgiveness, drawing people's attention to an earthly system of intercession for sin, instead of looking by faith toward heaven to our great High Priest in the heavenly temple or sanctuary, people's attention is being misdirected from the all-important work of Christ.   

 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”

The answer is 2,300 days until the cleansing of the sanctuary. Some like to believe that this is completed history from long ago and that the 2,300 days were literal. 

However this is clearly a prophecy and we know that in prophecy a day equals a year.     Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34.  
Therefore 2300 prophetic days = 2300 literal years.
In past studies we found that Daniel 9:25 gave us the starting point of reference for the 2300 years. “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ...”

It has been clearly established that this decree was given by King Artaxerxes in 457 BC. It was further determined that the 2300 years would conclude October 22, 1844.
God gave William Miller the understanding. He had the time right but the event wrong, causing great disappointment among the Adventists; such disappointment prophesied in Revelation 10.

William Miller believed the Earth was the sanctuary and the cleansing would occur October 22nd 1844 as the Christ’s second coming, when Jesus would redeem the faithful and destroy the earth by fire.

The day after the disappointment, October 23rd,  1844, while walking through a cornfield, God gave Hiram Edson a vision of the heavenly sanctuary as the place where Jesus had entered the Most Holy Place on October 22nd. Hiram Edson along with two area Adventists, O.R.L.  Crosier and Franklin B. Hahn studied this new revelation from the Lord. Crosier, a schoolteacher, wrote an article about their new insights while staying at the Edson and Hahn homes. 
A small remnant group began to investigate the scriptures to find out where they went wrong. Armed with this new information they began to study the earthly sanctuary and the connection with the heavenly.
In Exodus 25:8 they read where God said, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.” This began an in depth study of the earthly sanctuary, one of which is the meat of our study today. We want to understand the details which will show the whole plan of salvation in miniature, while seeing Jesus in every part of the sanctuary.

Exodus 25:9 “According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle …” So the sanctuary in verse 8 is to be made after the pattern; that being the pattern of the heavenly sanctuary for which Moses would then build the earthly sanctuary.
We will learn three very important points about the Sanctuary and this is why this Biblical doctrine has been under attack by Satan. Very few churches preach it anymore.

Number one, we want to see Jesus revealed in the sanctuary and it’s services.  Number two, we want to see how the plan of salvation is revealed in the sanctuary as it is the plan of salvation in miniature. And Number 3, we want to see that the atonement did not end at the cross, but that the sanctuary services are a continuation of the atonement process.

The sanctuary service was illustrating Jesus' death and His High Priestly ministry.  He became the perfect Lamb sacrifice, killed in the courtyard of planet earth. God used the earthly sanctuary and its services as a visual aid to help us understand how God has chosen to deal with the sin problem that has entered planet Earth. So today we will reveal Jesus in the Sanctuary; while looking for Jesus in every part of the service.
There was only one entrance to the courtyard and that was the East Gate.  The veil or door represents Jesus who said “I am the Door.” John 10:9.
The Courtyard had an area of 11,250 square feet.

The Court Fence measured 100 cubits long (150’) and 50 cubits wide (75’) and 5 cubits high (7-1/2’).

The Altar of Burnt Offerings was in the courtyard and was where all the animal sacrifices were performed. It was also called The Brass or Bronze Altar. The measurements of the bronze altar: 5 cubits long (7.5 ft.); 5 cubits wide (7.5 ft.); 3 cubits high (4.5 ft.)

 The first phase of the Atonement process begins with the sacrifice and in this view you see the sacrifice was led by the sinner alongside the Bronze Altar.

The sinner would hold his hands over the lamb's head, and he'd confess his sin, then he would take a knife and cut the animal’s throat. So the innocent victim would pay the penalty; the blood would be shed and the lamb would die.  
So when we confess our sins, Jesus, the Lamb of God became our sinless substitute.
 The blood was caught in a basin and would be taken by the priest into the sanctuary, 38  while the animal’s body is burned on the brazen altar.

The remaining blood of the offering was poured out round the base of the altar, foreshadowing the Lord Jesus, whose precious blood flowed out when His side was pierced on the cross by a Roman spear (John 19:34). 

As previously mentioned, Jesus became the perfect Lamb sacrifice, killed in the courtyard of planet earth, suffering the second death for all who trust Him with their salvation.  

Our next item in the courtyard is the Bronze Laver. God warned Moses that if the priests did not wash their hands and feet before entering the sanctuary, they would die (Exodus 30:20-21). It is therefore a serious requirement that we be "washed" of our uncleaness, as we come to handle any of the matters of the Lord, because those who believe in the Lord Jesus are considered priests in the New Testament sense according to I Peter 2:9 and Revelation 1:6.

Moving on we come to the Sanctuary or Tabernacle where we want to find Jesus. There are two apartments which are the Holy Place, where the priest ministers daily and the Most Holy Place, where the High Priest ministers once a year on the Day of Atonement.

The measurements of the Sanctuary are: 30 cubits long (45 ft.); 10 cubits wide  (15 ft.); 10 cubits high (15 ft.). The measurements of the Holy Place are: 20 cubits long (30 ft.); 10 cubits wide (15 ft.); the measurements of the Most Holy Place are: 10 cubits long (15 ft.) x 10 cubits wide (15 ft.).
Looking at the Sanctuary tent we have a length of 30 Cubits (45 ft.); The full width of 10 Cubits (15 ft.). The length of the Holy Place is 20 Cubits (30 ft.) The Most Holy Place is 10 Cubits (15 ft.) 
There was just one entrance into the sanctuary as shown here on the east side. Again Jesus said, “I am the door.” John 10:9; He also said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” John 14:6. Psalm 77:13 “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary:” The way into the Sanctuary is through the Door who is Christ.
Notice in the Holy Place we see three furnishings. The first is on the North side, and is called the Table of Shewbread or showbread with 2 stacks of six loaves.
In John 6:35, 51 “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life.” “I am the living bread which came down from heaven…” So we find Jesus in this first piece of furniture.
On the South side of the Holy Place we see the Golden Candlesticks.  How do we see Jesus in the Golden Candlesticks? John 8:12 “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world.”
The third piece of furniture is the Altar of Incense, located on the west side  before the veil. 

The High Priest burned incense upon it every morning and evening. The incense rising with smoke is a picture of our prayers rising to heaven. 

In the heavenly sanctuary, it is the prayers and intercession of Jesus that make our prayers acceptable before God. Psalm 141:2 “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.” Are you seeing Jesus in the earthly Sanctuary?”

The Most Holy Place was separated from the Holy Place by a heavy veil or curtain made of animal skins about four inches thick.  It had beautiful golden angels woven in it. Do we see Jesus in this veil?
Hebrews 10:19, 20 “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,  By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;” 
In the Most Holy Place, there was only one article of furniture, the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat was where the presence of God would be, between the cherubim.

Here are the measurements of the Ark: 2.5 cubits long (45 in.); 1.5 cubits wide (27 in.); and 1.5 cubits high (27 in.)
The Mercy Seat measured 2.5 cubits long (45 in.); 1.5 cubits wide (27 in.) The two angels faced each other and were looking downward.
The perfection of our Redeemer was evidenced in the glory that surrounded the Ark of the Covenant. His character is transcribed in the law. And the mercy seat exemplified the love and longsuffering of God. 

Under the mercy seat and in the ark were three items. The pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded and the two tables of the law contained in the Ten Commandments. Jesus was primary in all three items.
Now that we have seen Jesus illustrated in the sanctuary, let us now understand how the sanctuary represents the plan of salvation in miniature.

The sacrificial service started with the awareness of sin in the individual person's life.  So when an Israelite recognized that he had sinned and that this separated him from his God, if he wanted to be forgiven he made his way to the God appointed place, the tabernacle, bringing an innocent spotless lamb without defect  or blemish, which was representing the Lamb of God to come. 
The first phase of the Atonement begins in the courtyard, alongside the brass altar, with the sacrifice.

The Bible says, [click] "The wages of sin is death." Romans 6:23. The sinner held his hands over the lamb's head, and confessed his sin.  He then would take a knife and cut the throat and the lamb would die.  So the sinner would take the life of an innocent animal; because “…without shedding of blood is no remission.” Hebrews 9:22. God wanted us to understand that we are to take no pleasure in sin. Before the cross, the lamb represented the Lamb of God that would come and take away the sin of the world.
Who's our Lamb?  Jesus.  Before we confess our sin, who deserves to die?  We do. After we confess it, who has died in our place? Jesus has. Who bears our guilt? Jesus does, the Lamb of God. So we don't need to carry around a heavy weight of guilt.
There are only 2 ways in which our sins can be atoned for:   1) Jesus taking our place and dying for our sins, or 2) we refuse the Father’s redemptive offer of Jesus, and therefore we will have chosen to die the second death. No other options available.
Now let us expose a very dangerous doctrine proclaimed all over Christendom that is gaining much ground within Adventism; [click]  that being that the atonement was completed at the cross. But was it?
If you believe that the atonement was completed at the cross, then the Biblical Sanctuary doctrine becomes irrelevant and  you can throw it out. But if you throw out the Biblical doctrine of the sanctuary, then the Biblical 2300 Year Prophecy can also be thrown out. Then the three angel’s messages which are also Biblical,  [click]  you might as well throw them out too. Therefore the Bible, well you might as well throw out the Bible in favor of these man-made doctrines, and the Holy Spirit who inspired the Sacred Writings. He must go to. Then all you are left with is HERESY.
It is only in understanding the earthly sanctuary and its services, that you will be able to understand the way of salvation and that the atonement is a continuing process. Many Christians can't really understand the earthly sanctuary, because they don't like to read Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Hebrews, therefore they do not really understand the heavenly sanctuary, which is and was the pattern for the earthly.  
Psalm 77:13 says,
“Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary:” As it was in the earthly, so it went in the heavenly.
The animal sacrifice was not the completion of the atonement in the earthly and Jesus’ death did not complete the atonement either, as it only started the process. 

The outer court symbolized the earth where Jesus came to be slain.  Jesus died in the court of this world, far outside the temple of heaven. 
After the sinner slew the lamb, the blood was transferred by the priest into the first apartment,  the Holy Place, which symbolized the sins being transferred into the sanctuary and thereby defiling it. He put blood on the horns of the altar of incense and sprinkled the blood before the veil. Behind that veil was the Law of God, which tells us what we ought to do and shows us true obedience. With the sanctuary defiled, it would one day need to be cleansed.
In 31 AD when Jesus ascended into heaven, He had completed His work as the Sacrifice and began His work of ministration in the Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary.
Paul makes a most important statement in Hebrews 8:1, 2 "Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum:  We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens: 
A minister of the (what?) sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man." Here we are told that we have a high priest, Jesus Christ.  He's a minister in the true sanctuary in heaven.
Revelation chapter 1 shows Jesus walking among the seven golden candlesticks, which is symbolic of the seven churches.  Where are the seven candlesticks, in the Holy or Most Holy Place?  Holy Place.  Now that backs up what Paul said in Hebrews 9:12, 
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
So in the atonement process, we see the typical in the earthly sanctuary fulfilled in the anti-typical heavenly sanctuary. As the priest daily, carried the blood shed by the innocent lamb for the sinner, into the Holy Place,  so Jesus as our High Priest, carried His innocent blood shed for the sinner, into the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary where He mediated for His people for over eighteen centuries.
The Law condemns us when we break it.  The priest coming into the sanctuary daily and sprinkling the blood before the Law indicates that Christ's blood atones for our breaking God's Law. The blood of that lamb contained the record of sin. And as the priest sprinkled some of this sin-stained blood in the sanctuary, in the Holy Place, this symbolically transferred that person's sin into the sanctuary, staining or polluting the sanctuary. 
Now let us look at the next phase of the atonement process in the plan of salvation.  As the sins of ancient Israel were accumulating in the sanctuary all year,  there was a day in the Jewish calendar when the sanctuary must be cleansed.
It was at the end of the Jewish year, that a final service was held called the “Day of Atonement” which in fact was the cleansing of the sanctuary.  Only once a year, would the high priest enter the Most Holy Place.  (Heb.9:6, 7). 

Just as the lamb in the outer court represented the death of Christ on Calvary, with the priest going daily into the Holy Place of the sanctuary with the blood offering; so he represented Jesus entering the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary in 31 AD. 
Just as the high priest entering into the Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary at the end of the Jewish year,   93  represents Jesus our High Priest, doing the final work of judgment in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary since 1844. The parallel is exact.  
It was Yom Kippur, the day of Judgment;  a day when God blotted out the record of sin. The people were to gather around the sanctuary and search their hearts, and examine their life to be sure they were pure and right with God. [click]  It was a solemn and serious time. Any Jew who didn't repent of his sins was judged, cut off, and separated from Israel. 

The Day of Atonement services are recorded in 95 Leviticus 16:30 "For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.” Sins were forgiven in the daily service.  But at the end of the year, the sanctuary was to be cleansed so the record of sin was blotted out.  Before Jesus comes again, there will be also a work of cleansing of the record of sin which have accumulated in the heavenly sanctuary. —

Hebrews 9:11,12 “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves,  98  but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”  Notice now, another text that speaks about the necessity to cleanse or purify the sanctuary in heaven.

Hebrews 9:23 "It was therefore necessary that the patterns (Ex. 25:9) of things in the (where?) heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these." There was a record of sin in the Old Testament sanctuary, there's a record of sin in the heavenly sanctuary.  It was in the blood down here, it's in the books up there. Both sanctuaries would be cleansed, but this earthly was only to serve us as an illustration of that in heaven. Hebrews tells us that Jesus would perform a "better' ministry.  What ministry is that?

Verse 24 "For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true... ."  In other words, Christ is not back in the old earthly sanctuary, but it says, 

"but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." And so we see clearly that Jesus has ascended into the heavenly sanctuary, and he's there, today ministering for us. 
Acts 17:31 tells us "Because he hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world." So the Bible is clear that there is a specific time period appointed by God when this judgment takes place. 
And just as the high priest entered into the Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary at the end of the Jewish year, called the Day of Atonement, it represents Jesus our High Priest, entering the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary on October 22, 1844, beginning the investigative judgment and the anti-typical Day of Atonement.
Revelation 14:7 says "Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come."
Daniel 12:4 calls it, “The time of the end” a time which takes place before Jesus returns to “give every man according as his work shall be." Revelation 22:12. So, if when He comes, rewards are given out, then there must be a judgment before He comes, to determine who receives what reward. 
That is clear. Do you see it? I want you to think about.  That's why, since the year 1844 we've had an incredible increase in war and World Wars I & II, Korea, Viet Nam, Iraq and Afghanistan. That's why we've had widespread famine, crime, violence, terrorism and upheavals in nature.

We have looked at the atonement from the sacrifice to the Day of Atonement, but when is the atonement completed? We must look again to the ancient Day of Atonement for the answer.
The cleansing of the sanctuary was a day of judgment for Israel and it also symbolized the final judgment. 
At the end of the Jewish year, there was held a final service called the cleansing of the sanctuary.  Only once each year, the high priest would enter the Most Holy Place. This was the day that the sins of Israel were symbolically removed from the sanctuary and the people.
Leviticus 16:30 "For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.“  Sins were forgiven in the daily service.  But at the end of the year, the sanctuary was to be cleansed so the record of sin was blotted out. Before Jesus comes, there is also a work of cleansing of the record of sin to be done in the sanctuary in heaven.
Leviticus 16:7, 8 “And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.” The blood of the Lord’s goat was used in the cleansing of the sanctuary, while the sins from the sanctuary would be put on the head of the scapegoat.
Leviticus 16:9 “And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.” So the blood of the Lord’s goat was used in the cleansing of the sanctuary.
Leviticus 16:15   “Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, … and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:” When the High Priest has finished making atonement, he then leaves and symbolically transfers the sins from the sanctuary.
Leviticus 16:21, 22 “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.”  

This, brothers and sisters, is where the atonement process ends. When the priest leaves the sanctuary, all the accumulated sins are symbolically carried out by the High Priest and transferred to the scapegoat which symbolically represents Satan. The sanctuary is cleansed.

And so Jesus, who has been ministering in the Most Holy Place since 1844, will bring the atonement process to conclusion, when the Father tells Him, and in Revelation 22:11 He will make the declaration, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 
Probation on the human race is CLOSED and the sins in the Sanctuary are then transferred to the head of Satan. 
The heavenly sanctuary has been cleansed and God’s mercy and grace is fully withdrawn from the earth as the seven last plagues begin to fall.

Then Revelation 22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
Shall we pray…?










