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In this series called, “Stand for What We Stand For”, we are examining many of our historic biblical beliefs, unique to Seventh-day Adventism.  Last week in part 3 we examined in detail about the Sabbath; while today we will look at the change in the Sabbath. Again, a large portion of this sermon was from the deceased Australian Seventh-day Adventist pastor, George Burnside.

Before we begin, Shall we seek God’s guidance….

I believe what Jesus said, as recorded in Matthew 5:17,18 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Jesus had brushed aside man-made traditions, so much so that some had feared He was laying aside all of the commandments. 

So in the strongest possible way, Jesus in His very first sermon reassured those who loved the commandments of God. Note the clear statement of our Lord, “Think not.” In other words Jesus is saying, “Don’t even think that I am come to destroy the law.” There are some who teach that Jesus came to abolish the law, but in this they are putting their own thoughts above the clear teaching of Jesus for Jesus is telling us, “Don’t even think such a thing.” “Perish the thought that I have in any way come to destroy, change or do away with the law.” “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” Fulfill means to live and fully preach the law.

In Matthew 3:15 Jesus told John that His purpose was to “…fulfill all righteousness…” Think about it, if fulfill means to do away with, did Jesus do away with righteousness? No He fulfilled it so that we would have the example of living righteous lives. “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” And He fulfilled the law so that we would have the example that we too can keep the commandments as well.
Now to make it more emphatic, Jesus continued in Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” In other words, there would be no changes until everything is accomplished. Jesus pointed down to the farthest extremity of man’s thoughts, to the very passing away of heaven and earth. He was assuring us that as long as there is an earth beneath our feet and a heaven above, the holy law of God would remain. It is as immovable as the very throne of God.

    
Then, unless any one should still doubt the eternal nature of God’s law, Jesus plainly stated the consequences of disregarding its sacred claims in verse 19. “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: …” Or in other words, he shall be shut out of the courts of glory. But those who obey the law and lead others to do the same shall reap a wonderful reward. For note the statement here of Jesus, “…but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” My brothers and sisters, to be called great in the kingdom of heaven is well worth striving for.

It is very evident from what we have just read; that Jesus did not change the commandments of God. There is no record in scripture that Jesus after He arose from the dead, spoke of any change in the commandments, including the seventh day Sabbath. There is no record that He observed Sunday as the Sabbath. If Saturday is not the Sabbath for Christians, Jesus would have told us. 


The apostles of Christ did not change the commandments. Listen now, if Jesus didn’t change them, then the apostles or any other man certainly could not change them. No man could do it; what’s more they wouldn’t even have attempted to do it without leaving us a record of having done it. And there is no record anywhere in the New Testament of the apostles attempting to change the Sabbath or any one of the Ten Commandments.

Since the Bible closes with Saturday as the only Sabbath, who shall step up and tear the Sabbath out and put Sunday in its place? Listen to this solemn warning on the last page in the Bible, Revelation 22:18,19 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” In other words dear friend, we better not take away from this book and we dare not add to it.

Yet there is a power since Bible times that has attempted to tear out the holy Sabbath of God and bring in Sunday and that power has left a record of having done so. 

Now if Sunday observance is not in the Bible, how is it that so many keep it today? I will read to you out of prophecy the power that would attempt to change the law of our God. Daniel 7:25, “And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: …” 


The fact that this is a prophecy of the Papacy is beyond all doubt. The reformers to a man proved that this prophecy applied to the Roman Papacy. God said that nobody on earth can change the commandments. Dear friends, even if every person on earth broke the commandments, that wouldn’t change them because they are forever settled in heaven. But this power would actually think that she could do it, and think that she has done it. She has abbreviated the commandments down until they mean nothing at all, as their catechisms clearly reveal.  

But they didn’t even stop there, for the prophecy states that they would think themselves able to change the times and the laws. Now when you read through the Ten Commandments, you will find that only one deals with time. That commandment is, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy…” “…the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” That deals with time.

Here is a power that God said would not only change the laws of God, but would change the very times in the law of God. God said the Papacy would attempt to change the Sabbath of God. Alright so we ask, “Did you do it?” Listen, I am reading to you from the Converts Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, page 49, 
Question: What is the third Commandment?
Answer: The third commandment is, “Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.”
We know that the Sabbath commandment is the 4th, however since the Catholic church got rid of the 2nd commandment forbidding worship of idols, they moved the remaining 8 up one position and broke the last commandment in two, thereby preserving the number 10.
Question: What is the third Commandment?
Answer: The third commandment is, “Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.”
Question: Which is the Sabbath day?
Answer: Saturday is the Sabbath day.
Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?
Answer: We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church in the Council of Laodicea, transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.

Now notice friends, the prophecy told us about a power that would think it self able to change the times and the laws of God. The Sabbath is the only commandment dealing with time. So we ask, “Rome, did you change the Sabbath?” “YES, sure we did.” 


My dear brothers and sisters, Rome makes no secret about it whatsoever. In fact she is very proud of it. Listen again while I read to you from a Doctrinal Catechism written by Stephen Keenan:
Question: Have you any way of proving that the church has power to institute festivals of precept?

Answer: Had she no such power, she could not have done that which all modern religionists agree with her, she could not have substituted the observance of Sunday, the first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday the seventh day, a change for which there is no scriptural authority.

Listen to Pastor Enright, president of the Redemptive Fathers College. “There is but one church on the face of the earth which has power to make laws binding under pain of hell fire, for instance, the institution of Sunday. What right has any other church to keep that day? You answer, by virtue of the third commandment which says, “Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.” But, Sunday is not the Sabbath. Any school boy knows that Sunday is the first day of the week. I have repeatedly offered a thousand dollars to anyone, who can prove to me from the Bible alone that I am bound to keep Sunday holy. There is no such law in the Bible. It is the law of the Holy Catholic Church alone. The Bible says Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.” By the way no one has ever called for the money. And to God’s command, Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day, Pastor Enright continues, “The Catholic Church says NO, by my divine power I abolish the Sabbath day, and command you to keep holy the first day of the week. And lo, the entire civilized world bows down in reverent obedience to the command of the holy Catholic Church.”

Chancellor C.F. Thomas, chancellor to Cardinal Gibbons has stated for the record, “Of course the Catholic Church claims it was her act. And the act is a mark of her ecclesiastical power and authority in religious matters.” 
 

I read this from the Catholic Record, September 1, 1923, “The church is above the Bible, and this transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that fact.” 


But, my dear friends, the Papacy went even further. In the Bible, the day is from sunset to sunset. In Leviticus 23:32 we read, “…from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.” 
         The first chapter of Genesis reveals that each day of creation was an evening and a morning. The days began at sunset with the evening; the dark part and then the light part. 

That is the reason when they took Jesus down from the cross on that fateful Friday afternoon, Luke 23 states that the Sabbath was drawing on, for the sun was setting. From sunset to sunset, or from evening to evening is the reckoning that runs all through the Bible. 


Now those folks who go to church on Sunday night are not going on the first day of the week. According to Bible reckoning, they are actually going on the 2nd day of the week, Monday. If you wanted to keep the first day of the week according to the Bible, you would need to keep it from sunset on Saturday to sunset on Sunday. For when the sun sets on Sunday evening, according to Bible reckoning, the first day of the week is finished. The Sabbath of God comes in at sunset on Friday and ends at sunset on Saturday. 


You will notice the prophecy foretold of a power that would think it self able to change the times (plural). The Papacy didn’t merely change the Sabbath from the seventh day to the first; it altered the whole reckoning of days.


From the Catholic Encyclopedia, volume 14, page 333, under the article Sunday we read, “As with the Sabbath, the observance of the Christian Sunday began with the sundown on Saturday and lasted until the same time on Sunday. The method of reckoning Sunday from sunset to sunset continued in some places down until the 17th century. But in general since the middle ages the reckoning from midnight to midnight has been followed.”

Now the middle ages were the reign of the Papacy. It has also been commonly referred to as the dark ages. In those dark ages, the reckoning from sunset to sunset was changed to midnight to midnight. But today, when trying to keep Sunday, people don’t keep any day. They keep a small part of two days. Actually, I don’t know of any people who really keep the first day of the week. They’re keeping a part of two days. Again, in order for them to really keep the first day of the week, they would need to keep it from sunset on Saturday to sunset on Sunday.

When we come to this dear old book of God, you will find that every single good person in the Bible was a seventh day Sabbath keeper. The scriptures are proof that further reveals that way down in the last days, that God will have a message going around the world to call the people back to the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. That does not say faith in Jesus, it says the faith of Jesus. When we examine the faith of Jesus, we find that He was in the house of worship on the seventh day Sabbath. Let us always examine the faith of Jesus so that we may live according to our perfect example

This message today has exposed the great commandment changing power, that great whore of Revelation 17, that first beast of Revelation 13, that little horn power of Daniel 7 that thinks she changed the times and laws. But God’s word says in Psalm 119:89 “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.” This old world needs that message from God. It needs the light of God.  Thank God for the fact that that light is now being revealed to this dying world in crystal clearness and praise His name that thousands are accepting it.


Let us be determined to follow closely in the footsteps of Jesus keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
Shall we pray…
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