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“The Faith of Jesus”
In Revelation 14:12, The Bible describes God’s last day church as “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” So not only would God’s people of the last days be commandment-keepers, but they would possess the faith of Jesus?Well what is this ‘faith of Jesus” I must possess? What is involved? We will get to that but first there are a few things in the S.O.P. that God would have us understand. 

In C.O.L. 69 “When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.”  {COL 69.1}
Then in {DA 671.3} “The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people.”  {DA 671.3}The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved; that is a solemn statement.

And this “Through the plan of redemption, God has provided means for subduing every sinful trait, and resisting every temptation, however strong.”-The Review and Herald, Dec. 22, 1885. AMEN?Every Temptation… however strong… God has provided means for subduing every sinful trait, and resisting every temptation!! What an awesome God we serve, we can be overcomers.
OHC76 “Divine grace has been abundantly provided for every soul, so that each one may engage in the conflict and come off victorious. Do not become sluggish; do not flatter yourselves that you may be saved in walking in accordance with the natural traits of your character--that you may drift with the current of the world, and indulge and please self, and yet be able to withstand the forces of evil in a time of crisis, and come off victorious when the battle waxes hot. . . . Do not settle down in Satan's easy chair, and say that there is no use, you cannot cease to sin, that there is no power in you to overcome. There is no power in you apart from Christ, but it is your privilege to have Christ abiding in your heart by faith, and He can overcome sin in you, when you cooperate with His efforts. . . . You may be living epistles, known and read of all men. You are not to be a dead letter, but a living one, testifying to the world that Jesus is able to save.”  {Our High Calling 76.5}

“Everyone…” Who? Who is everyone? Everyone is me! Say that, ‘Everyone is me!’ Now, “Everyone who believes on Christ, everyone who relies on the keeping power of a risen Saviour that has suffered the penalty pronounced upon the transgressor, everyone who resists temptation and in the midst of evil copies the pattern given in the Christ life, will through faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ become a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. Everyone who by faith obeys God's commandments will reach the condition of sinlessness in which Adam lived before his transgression.”  {In Heavenly Places 146.5}
How will they will reach the condition of sinlessness in which Adam lived before his transgression? By faith! Everyone who by faith obeys God's commandments.
Faith is the key to your heart that allows Jesus to reproduce His character in you. Faith!

Now reading some of these statements makes us want to know more. But first we should know the basic steps and answer some questions about faith, for example: 

#1. What is faith? We talk about faith all the time, but what is it? 

#2. Where does it come from?

#3. How do I get it? That’s an important question.

Alright, question 1. What is faith? Strong’s Concordance says 4102.  pistivpistis,  pis'-tis 

Search for 4102 in KJV - from 3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:--assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.

So now how does the Bible define faith? Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
Well what does that mean? What does it really mean?Where does it come from? And more importantly, how do I get it?Well I’ll give a couple examples. 

#1.We are all hoping for heaven, aren’t we? Even though we do not have the evidence of it; we rely on the description and promises that scriptures give us, and we believe in the assurance given in those scriptures that one day we will live in the fulfillment and be in heaven. That belief is faith, without a particle of doubt.

#2. I would like to give a demonstration of faith in an experiential level, as I relate an example given by the late General Conference president Robert Pierson in his book 501 illustrations. I don‘t know about you, but when I experience things, whether in my own events of a day or through a true story that has occurred, it helps me to get a better understanding of those things. Well brother Pierson’s illustration goes like this. A father and daughter were swimming in the ocean and they were separated by a certain distance and quickly the rip currents started separating them by an even greater distance and was carrying the girl further out from sure. Realizing it was useless for the father to try to swim out to her as the tide was strong and both would have been swept out to sea, he had to get help fast. So the father yelled to his little girl. He instructed her to lie on her back and float, don’t swim,and he would come and get her. The father assured her that he would be back to get her and he added the additional instruction to remain calm. 
With that he hurried to shore in the direction of a boat to get assistance. Well by the time he was able to get the owner to take him in the boat, the tide had swept her way out into the ocean. They searched for a long time before they were able to locate that little girl, but when they did she was calmly floating on her back. They brought her into the boat and when they reached land there was quite a crowd gathered and even the local news reporters were there. They swarmed around her and asked her how she was able to float on her back and remain so calm while the tide had carried her so far out to sea? The little girl said my father said he would come back for me and I wasn’t afraid. And I did what my daddy told me to do so I knew I was going to be all right.
Here is the point in this story. The little girl’s confidence in the father’s promise, and obedience to his word, saved that little girl’s life.

And brothers and sisters, confidence in our Father’s promise, and obedience to His word, will save our eternal lives.

How does God’s prophet describe faith? In GW 262 it says, “Faith looks beyond the difficulties,…” I like that and I want to stop right there because if you’re like me, oftentimes, we get bogged down with the difficulties. But what does this say? “Faith looks beyond the difficulties, and lays hold of the unseen, even Omnipotence, therefore it cannot be baffled. Faith is the clasping of the hand of Christ in every emergency.”  {GW 262.1} Isn’t that beautiful? “Faith is the clasping of the hand of Christ in every emergency.” Let me repeat, “Faith is the clasping of the hand of Christ in every emergency.”  
This is a favorite Bible verse found in Isaiah 41:13 Listen,“For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.”

In 1T 620 the Servant of the Lord wrote, “Said the angel: "Feeling is not faith. Faith is simply to take God at His word." {1T 620.1}  

In Faith I Live By page 90 “Faith is trusting in God--believing that He loves us, and knows what is for our best good.” {FLB 90.3}  

Now let’s put it all together,“Faith is the clasping of the hand of Christ in every emergency.” “Faith is simply to take God at His word." “Faith is trusting in God--believing that He loves us, and knows what is for our best good.” That’s faith! It cannot be put any clearer. And now that we know what faith is, we need to know the answer to the question, ‘Where does it come from?’

Turn in you Bibles to Luke 17:1-5Let’s examine where faith comes from,“Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe [unto him], through whom they come! It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” Now at this point it is obvious that the disciples were perplexed because of the next statement they said in verse 5.“And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.”

We make the same request. “Lord, Increase our faith.” So where does come from? It comes from God.

In God’s Amazing Grace page 191, “Let every church member kneel before God, and pray earnestly for the impartation of the Spirit. Cry, "Lord, increase my faith. Make me to understand Thy word; for the entrance of Thy word giveth light. Refresh me by Thy presence. Fill my heart with Thy Spirit."  {AG 191.5}  Brothers and sisters that should be our most earnest prayer, ‘Lord increase my faith!’
It was during the Second World War that the England was taking a beating from Germany and their morale was down. British soldiers were gathered to hear a motivating speech to be given by Winston Churchill. When it was his turn he came to the lectern and addressed the large group of young men and said three words, “Never give up.” He then sat down. The soldiers were disappointed and talked to one another. Then Churchill returned to the lectern and repeated those same three words with a little more force. “Never give up.” He then sat down again. The soldiers were again disappointed and mumbled to one another. Then Churchill returned to the lectern a third time and roared those same three words, “Never give up.” To that the men sprang to their feet and a thunderous applause was given to one of Winston Churchill’s most famous speeches of just three words. Three little words and their faith had been renewed and they went off to do their duty and fight the enemy. 
Brothers and sisters I tell you today with 4 words your faith can be renewed, “Lord, increase my faith.” 

Faith and Works Page 78 “Now, brethren, you have educated yourselves so much in doubts and questionings that you have to educate your souls in the line of faith. You have to talk faith, you have to live faith, you have to act faith, that you may have an increase of faith. Exercisingthat living faith, you will grow to strong men and women in Christ Jesus.” {FW 78.2} 

What a great statement. Brothers and sisters what about you today?Are you talking faith, are you living faith, are you acting your faith, that you may have an increase of faith? Are you crying to God, “Lord, increase my faith.” Faith comes from God.
And now the third question. How do I get it? How do I get it? Listen, as 
the Scripture tell you how to get faith. First,
Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it shall be given you;…” 
Romans 10:17
“So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

John 5:39 Jesus said “Search the scriptures; …”

Since we learned that faith comes from God, in order to acquire this faith we must spend time with God. Amen? And in order to spend time with God we must open this book.
Now if you are not spending time every day in God’s Word, please, please, please start. But Pastor Vaughn, you don’t know my schedule. I get up early. Fine, get up 15 minutes earlier. Start there, just 15 minutes. I guarantee that if you spend 15 minutes each day you will find it to be an awesome experience and you will begin increasing to 20 minutes, a half-hour or more. Look, tomorrow, commit yourself to get up early and spend time with God.
Brothers and sisters how can you increase your faith if you don’t know the Source of that faith?
In the book “Faith I Live By” page  249, the statement reads, “We are to live only one day at a time. We do not have to do the work of a lifetime in a few hours. We need not look into the future with anxiety; for God has made it possible for us to be overcomers every day.”  {FLB 249.4}
Acquiring faith is something that does not happen suddenly. It happens over time as the next quote indicates:
Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God's power to save do not come in a moment. These heavenly graces are acquired by the experience of years. {5T 213.1}
So day by day we acquire a little bit more, month by month and in time we will be able to say those things that used to tempt me, tempt me no longer. We will be able to say,“Get thee behind me Satan,” and mean it and he will have to back off. Faith will continue to increase over years.
Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]:”

Romans 1:17 “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”

There are many who have a head knowledge of the truth and feel they have arrived, that they are full of faith and that they are good people. What a dangerous place to be as we read the following from Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing page 7.
“He who feels whole, who thinks that he is reasonably good, and is contented with his condition, does not seek to become a partaker of the grace and righteousness of Christ.”Brothers and sisters, if you think you are there, if you think you have made it to the plateau… think again, think again. She goes on to say, “Pride feels no need, and so it closes the heart against Christ and the infinite blessings He came to give. There is no room for Jesus in the heart of such a person. Those who are rich and honorable in their own eyes do not ask in faith, and receive the blessing of God. They feel that they are full, therefore they go away empty.”{MB 7.1}

Faith. Faith… the grasping of God’s hand in every emergency… taking Him at His word, trusting God and believing that He loves you… that’s faith. Where do we get it? Spending time with God.
Let us now cover a very important related topic and that is salvation by works. I know that no one here believes that you are saved by your works, Amen? Amen.

In the 1st Volume of Selected Messages page 392 it says, “It is God that circumcises the heart. The whole work is the Lord's from the beginning to the end."  {1SM 392.1} It is God’s work and there is no room for me in there. Amen?Amen.
Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” Do we understand that? No one will be saved by their works.    

That being said let us turn to James 2:14. “What [doth it] profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be [ye] warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what [doth it] profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?  Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent [them] out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

So here we had just learned from Paul that no one will be saved by their works and James clearly states several times that a faith without works is dead. There seems to be a contradiction; sowhere do we go from here?
 Let us go to Ephesians 2:8, 9. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Now Paul is making it clear that we are saved by faith and not by works. James said without works our faith is dead. But it would be tragic for the reader here if he does not read verse 10. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”
Now we can bring it all together in Steps to Christ 60, 61. “Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.”Do you see? It is circular; faith, works obedience. I want to read this again, “Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.” Do you see brothers and sisters, if you have faith, works will flow spontaneously from you. She goes on “We do not earn salvation by our obedience; for salvation is the free gift of God, to be received by faith. But obedience is the fruit of faith.” {SC 61.1} Therefore our works will be the evidence of our faith. That’s clear!
In Heavenly Places page 104“Remember that the exercise of faith is the one means of preserving it. . . . Faith will perfect itself in exercise and activity.”  {HP 104.4} You can’t hide your faith under a pillow or stick it in a safe deposit box for later use. If you do not exercise your faith you will lose it.
Now the sermon title is the “Faith of Jesus,” so let’s talk about the faith of Jesus since that is what God’s people of the last days must have. We have a definition of faith, we know where faith comes from and we know how to get faith; but what about the faith of Christ. 

Desire of Ages page 389 “As the Son of God lived by faith in the Father, so are we to live by faith in Christ. So fully was Jesus surrendered to the will of God that the Father alone appeared in His life. Although tempted in all points like as we are, He stood before the world untainted by the evil that surrounded Him. Thus we also are to overcome as Christ overcame.”  {DA 389.4} How did Jesus overcome? By Faith in the Father. How are we to overcome? By faith in Christ.
Some say that Jesus had an advantage over us because He is God. But listen to this quote from Desire of Ages page 664. “Jesus revealed no qualities, and exercised no powers, that men may not have through faith in Him. His perfect humanity is that which all His followers may possess, if they will be in subjection to God as He was.”  {DA 664.4}

This is a powerful statement because if we have faith in Christ, we may have the same power to overcome that was available to Jesus. Jesus is able!

In Bible Commentaries volume 5 page 1108 “He overcame in human nature, relying upon God for power. This is the privilege of all. In proportion to our faith will be our victory.” {5BC 1108.6} Oh we serve an awesome God.
In Patriarchs and Prophets page 657 “Every failure on the part of the children of God is due to their lack of faith.” {PP 657.2} Every failure is due to a lack of faith!

Review and Herald March 10, 1904 “He who has not sufficient faith in Christ to believe that he can keep him from sinning, has not the faith that will give him an entrance into the kingdom of God.”  {RH, March 10, 1904 par. 26} Oh brothers and sisters, the faith of Jesus is the faith that is available to every one of us.

1st Selected Messages page 375 says, “Man needs a power out of and above himself to restore him to the likeness of God; but because he needs divine aid, it does not make human activity unessential. Faith on the part of man is required; for faith works by love and purifies the soul.” {1SM 375.2} Faith that works by love. Now we have introduced love into the equation. Just as faith without works is dead, faith without love is dead also. If you search the scriptures you find that faith and love are together.
Philemon 1:5 “Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;”
Ephesians 1:15 “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,”
Colossians 1:4 “Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love [which ye have] to all the saints,”
Ephesians 3:17 “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,”
Faith and love go together!
Revelation 3:18 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” We know that the eyesalve is the Holy Spirit and the white raiment is the righteousness of Christ, but what about the gold tried in the fire? 
In Christ Object Lessons page 158, the servant of the Lord said, “The gold tried in the fire is faith that works by love. Only this can bring us into harmony with God. We may be active, we may do much work; but without love, such love as dwelt in the heart of Christ, we can never be numbered with the family of heaven.” {COL 158.2}  Faith that works by love.

2nd Selected Messages page 20 “Now genuine faith always works by love.”

Signs of the Times November 24, 1887 “If we have not the faith that works by love, and purifies the soul from every stain of sin, then we have a spurious faith.”Listen to that statement again, “If we have not the faith that works by love, and purifies the soul from every stain of sin, then we have a spurious faith.” A spurious faith, a counterfeit faith, a useless, worthless faith.
Christ Object Lessons page 384 “Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God unless he has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into possession of this spirit by trying to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. When self is merged in Christ, love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within--when the sunshine of heaven fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance.”  {COL 384.2}

As previously stated, in the 1st Volume of Selected Messages page 392 it says, “It is God that circumcises the heart. The whole work is the Lord's from the beginning to the end."  {1SM 392.1}

In Revelation 14:12, The Bible describes God’s last day church as “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”

God’s last day people will have a pure faith because they will have the faith of Jesus.

Shall we pray…

