Sabbath September 20, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

Today Is Yesterday’s Tomorrow

By Deacon Leroy Penn

My sermon today is entitled “Today Is Yesterday’s Tomorrow.”

Brothers and sisters, things that we heard about in the past that would happen in the future are right here, right now.
The Bible made predictions on things that will happen just before Jesus returns. In my sermon I will mention several signs that were predicted in the bible that proves that Christ will return in our generation and our time. Some of you might not take this event as being a serious one. Some of you might even laugh……..

Laugh now but remember you might have to cry later. Please join me in prayer………

Heavenly Father, you have been so good to us. You have given us food to eat, places to stay, clothes to wear, and all types of transportation. All you asked for in return was for us to believe and trust in you and follow your commandments. But many of us have rebelled against you and gone our own way. Father, forgive me and others for our transgressions. 
Give us the armor to fight off all the devil’s temptations. We as Adventists realize that we are living in the final days. We also realize that you have allowed all the floods, fire, earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes and other disasters to happen to wake us up. 

Please wake up the world father from this deep sleep that the devil has put us in. Jesus, we will be ready to go back with you when you return to destroy this wicked world…
Please continue to bless and protect us, in Jesus name we pray…….Amen.

Jesus is on his way back to this earth. Now some of you are saying “People been talking about Jesus coming back for over a 100 years and He isn’t back yet. Man I got a $200,000 house…..I got 5 cars, a wife, kids and two girlfriends. I go to church every Sunday and the preacher did not say anything about the world ending. This is the life. There is no way this world will ever end. My brother please gets your life together. Our time on this earth is running out.
In a few moments I will tell you about some things that are going to happen in the future that the bible has predicted. Now some of you might say, “I don’t want to know what will happen in the future.” But when it comes to a TV soap opera that goes off on Friday you will say, “I can’t wait for the story to come on Monday so I can see what happens.”

Then there are some of you that will believe things you heard in the past from TV and newspapers but will not believe what the bible says. Let me read some headlines from history, See if you remember any of these events:

1978, A miracle drug was discovered which doubled the human life span…
1981, Montana became the first penal state in the country which meant all criminals given sentences would do their time there………

Between Feb. and May of 1983 all the women in St. Louis lost their hair….
2008, President Bush has been chosen by the American public as being the greatest President ever…

If any of you never heard those news events, it’s a good reason for that. They never happened.  They were all things predicted by well known 

Psychics... 

Brothers and sisters, the words in the Bible, inspired by God, are the only words that can predict the future. 

The Bible tells us of things that are happening right now and things that will happen very soon, and then the greatest event…..The return of Jesus.

So when will he return? The Bible gave us several predictions of things that would happen just before the return of Jesus. Here are just a few.
Sign number one: Anguish

We are living in an age that has all the technology to expand human happiness and yet we are still plagued by disintegrating families and neighborhoods. Over 1900 years ago Jesus told us in the bible that this would happen….Turn in your bibles to Luke 21:25-28…..
 (Pause)  That’s Luke 21:25-28…
(Pause)
“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”
What is one of our main fears today? Nations are angry with other nations. The world now has a stockpile of weapons capable of destroying the whole world. What would happen if terrorist got a hold on some of these weapons?
But worse than that, what would happen if some idiot leader who worked for the devil and the United States would “Push the button”. ……People of today often say, “I wonder what the world is coming to.” But if you read your bible you would say, “Look Who’s coming to this world.”

Sign Number 2: World Calamities

How do natural disasters and calamities fit into last day events?
Turn to Luke 21:11, 31…
That’s Luke 21:11, 31...
“And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.” “So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”
Skeptics might say “So what, there have always been earthquakes and there will always be a shortage of food in the world.
In the past few years there has been a great increase of natural disasters such as earthquakes, fires, floods, tornadoes and killer storms…
The world almanac reported only 6 major earthquakes in the 18th century; only 7 in the 19th. But as man made this world wicked in the 20th and 21st centuries, there have been over 100. God is not trying to destroy life on this earth. He is giving us a wakeup call…. 
This next statement is from the Desire of Ages, pages 479 and 480.
“Jesus knows us individually, and is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He knows us all by name. He knows the very house in which we live, the name of each occupant.” … “Every soul is as fully known to Jesus as if he were the only one for whom the Saviour died. The distress of every one touches His heart. The cry for aid reaches His ear.” “He cares for each one as if there were not another on the face of the earth.”
As for famines, in the beginning the Lord gave us plenty to eat.  But as time went on, man decided to take this matter into his own hands. Remember, whatever man touches, he destroys. The food that we are eating now is not fit to eat. Sure, we grow extra beans and corn, but it is not used for food. Does it amaze you that we can send a man to the moon but we cannot or will not feed everybody in the world?
Will the famine epidemic continue? Yes…
Will there be more major earthquakes? Yes…

Will the King of kings come in our generation? Yes!!!!!!!

Sign number 3: Accumulating Wealth
James 5:3 tells us that in the last days men will horde wealth.  
I will give you an example. There are sports figures right now that make 25 million dollars a year. Once their contract expires they ask for more money. But most of these people have forgotten where they came from and how they got to be where they are now.

Money is just another trick of the devil, if you fall in love with it. You are living in the days foretold in James 5:3. In other words, the rich are getting richer and poor get poorer.

Sign number 4: Moral Decay
2nd Timothy tells us of terrible times during the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, and children disobedient to their parents. All of these things predicted in the bible many years ago are happening right now. If you point a camera in any direction, you will capture a glimpse of child abuse. You will capture youth out of control as they rebel against their parents. You will get countless scenes of teenagers killing others at random. But some in our society might say “This is normal behavior”. I don’t think so.

During the last days, the Bible says that we will have to live in terrible times. These are our last days. Year by year our standards are getting lower and lower. Things that use to be a “shame” in the past now seem normal to many of us. Men and women are living together without being married. There is an increase of unwed mothers. We have men marrying men and women marrying women. Because we see this on TV, we think it’s OK. Television has become DEVILVISION.
Sign Number 5: “The Spread of the Occult
Turn to Matthew 24:24. “For false Christ and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive the elect.”  Toward the end of time, the work of the anti-Christ will feature all kinds of miracles and signs; all will be counterfeit in order to fool you. The world today has well educated human beings that are more superstitious than ever. The occult is here in full force and does not try to hide it as they did in the old days. Paganism is an alternate lifestyle. 
Witches and warlocks have programs on the TV, radio, and internet. Witches, warlocks and wizards are now teaching your children in the schools. Maybe this is why there is so much violence in the schools. Maybe all the schools should conduct a massive prayer vigil. But oh that’s right; prayer in schools is illegal.
Isn’t it clear to you yet that history is moving to a climax just as Jesus prophesied. Communicating with the dead has long been forbidden by the scriptures, but this practice is widely becoming acceptable by some churches. TV programs and movies that deal with witchcraft and the occult have become extremely popular especially with young people. Just to name a few; Buffy the vampire slayer; Harry Potter; Bewitched; I Dream of Jeannie; Sabrina the Teenage Witch; and Charmed. Remember, I only named a handful.

Sign number 6: Peace Plans, Wars, and Rumors of Wars
Matthew 24;6, 7 tells us that there will be wars as nations rise against other nations….Everyone is this world will agree that we all need to live in a peaceful world. Yet we will fall into armed conflicts. Terrorist raids turn into “surgical air strikes” which bring on more terrorist raids. Whenever there is a raid in the world, the terrorist always say, their battle has just begun.

The world is full of border disputes which lead to artillery exchanges. Political and natural forces have made the modern world a dangerous place to live. Many years ago man had to shoot flaming arrows or cannon balls at their enemies but now nations are packing enough power to kill every living thing on this earth many times over. This is not the world of tomorrow, this is happening right now.

The prophets Micah and Joel predicted that during the last days, at the very time that nations talk and agree on peace, distrust will compel them to prepare for war. Ask the devil if he could give you peace, he would probably say “peace….no peace.” If one of his demons would ask, “Devil what do you want the people who follow you to do?” The devil would probably say “I want them to….die.” 

There is only one way that you can live and have peace and that way is to keep Jesus in your heart. Forget about the things this world has to offer you because Jesus has promised that He will make a new heaven and a new earth; a perfect world. If you are not living the right way now and have not changed by the time He comes, you will never see the insides of that new world.
Sign Number 7: Modern Progress

Daniel 12:4 tells us that in the time of the end, many will go here and there as knowledge increases. Before 1850 people traveled on horse and buggy. Now we can travel faster than the speed of sound. We have cars, planes, jets and trains just to mention a few modes of transportation. We even have a space shuttle that can take you into space and soon to other planets. But we must remember; all of the knowledge and new inventions can not take you to heaven.
Increased travel and the recent flood of inventions suggest a fulfillment of Daniel 12:4 and gives further evidence that we are living in the last days.

Sign Number 8: The Gospel Will be Preached to the Entire World
Turn to Matthew 24:14….(Pause) 
That’s Matthew 24:14. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  Jesus made this statement to his disciples and his prediction is upon us right now. By use of the radio; T.V.; internet and personal contact, the gospel has now reached the entire world.
Number 9: The sun will turn into darkness, the moon, the color of blood, and the stars will fall from heaven
The sun and the moon events have already taken place. May 19, 1780. The sun did not come out. There was pitch darkness at mid day. That night when the moon came out it was the color of blood. Matthew 24:29 predicts that stars would fall from heaven. On Nov. 13th 1833 this took place as for hours countless numbers of stars fell from the sky and continued through the night.
Some may ask “When will be the exact time that Jesus returns so I can be ready?” Turn to Matthew 24:34… (Pause) That’s Matthew 24:34. “Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”
Now look at Matthew 24:36…(Pause)…That’s Matthew 24:36 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”
Skip down to verse 44 “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”
Brothers and sisters, we have seen the signs. We are living in the end times right now. It’s time to get right. Please remember that every time some one invites you to attend a true church and each time you say you have something to do like work or entertainment, you have proven that you do not know the Lord. At the judgment when your record stands in front of Jesus and your desire is to be found acceptable to get into heaven, He is going to say, “I never knew you.”
Number 10: Fear Will Increase
Luke 21:26 tells us that in the last days men’s hearts will fail them for fear and their end will be eternal death. Add up some of the people in 9-11 and some during hurricane Katrina and you will find that hundreds died not from the crash or the storm but because of heart attacks. We never know when our time on this earth will be up so we should remember John 3:16, “For god so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

The signs are here right now. Never was there a time in history when men were more averse to all authority. We may ask, “Is not this lack of vision a result of the spiritual decay existing everywhere?” Man has put his trust in institutions of human origin rather than in God.

Never, in the history of the world, have the results of man’s rejection of Christ been so manifested. Marriage is even being outdated; immorality is condoned; thus the necessary fiber of the home is shattered. Government with its corruption continues its breakdown. Some of our churches have done away with true religion and have made its grounds fertile for doctrines of demons. 
All the signs prophesized by Scripture are being fulfilled right before our eyes. Remember that every sign seen now, in the increasing darkness, will only quicken your expectation of seeing Jesus at his return.
John 3:36 says, “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:” Then it goes on to say, “…and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”  
This is the vision needed today. Have you obeyed this gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ?  He came to this world to save sinners and now having died for our sins and been risen again, sends forth a wonderful invitation and warning to all men everywhere.

Brothers and sisters, I stand on God’s Word when I say to you that the end time prophecies given in Daniel and Revelation and all throughout the Bible are here already upon us and we are on the threshold; even at the very door of Christ’s second coming.

Today is the first day of the rest of our Lives. And today is truly yesterday’s prophesied tomorrow….
Shall we pray….”Our heavenly Father. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Lord when You do come with Your kingdom, I pray that You will take us home with You. We have seen all the signs and we know that Your return will be soon. Forgive us Father if time to time we might stray away. The devil is a liar and will do anything to keep us out of Your kingdom. Father, give us the armor not to fall for his tricks. We love You Father and now we praise Your Name and wait for your return. in Jesus Name we pray……
Amen
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