Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Teacher Lesson – September 22, 2007
Study of Daniel Chapter 8
In many of the prophecies we find that God follows a pattern of repeat and enlarge. We have seen this in Daniel chapter 2 and King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, then in chapter 7, Daniel’s dream and the four beasts.
Around the age of 18, Daniel was taken into captivity in the early summer of 605 BC during Nebuchadnezzar’s first Syrian campaign, and was the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar’s father Nabopolassar was the king of Babylon and he had ordered Nebuchadnezzar to quench a rebellion in Egypt, Phoenicia and Coele-Syria. It was during this campaign that Nebuchadnezzar’s father died and that started his accession to the throne about September 7th 605 BC.
The events of Daniel 2 occurred in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, 603 BC. The king had his dream where the future of the world was represented by this image with the head of gold, chest and arms of silver, thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet part iron and part clay. (Previous study of Daniel 2 – 12-09-06)
In the previous study of Daniel 2, we learned that that vision represented the four world ruling kingdoms, and then there would never be another kingdom that ruled the world. Babylon was the head of gold and it ruled from 606 – 539 BC. The Medes and the Persians were represented by the chest and arms of silver. They defeated Babylon October 11, 539 BC, Daniel chapter 5, during the drunken feast of King Belshazzar, the step-grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel was about 84 years old at the time.
We discovered that the Grecian kingdom, represented by the thighs of brass, defeated the Persians in the battle of Arbela in 331 BC and they ruled the world until their defeat by the Roman Empire, represented by the legs of iron, in 168 BC. The iron monarchy of Rome remained in power from 168 BC until their collapse in AD 476. 
In 476 AD the kingdom divided into the ten divisions which formed the foundations of the nations in Europe today. These barbaric tribes are listed as follows: the Alemanni, (today Germany); the Franks, (today France); the Anglo-Saxons, (today England); the Lombards, (today Italy); the Suevi, (today Portugal); the Visigoths, (today Spain); the Bergundians (today Swiss); and the last three which did exist in 476 A.D. when Rome fell, but no longer existing today were the Heruli, the Vandals and the Ostrogoths. These ten nations are represented by the feet and ten toes of the image. 

Next a stone hits the image on the feet and sets up a kingdom that would never be broken. We know that to be the second coming of Jesus and after the millennium and the final destruction of the lost, the earth is restored to the Eden like paradise it was before, with major improvements.

The chapters of Daniel are not in chronological sequence as the dream of Daniel in chapter 7, took place around 553/552 BC, when Daniel was about 70 or 71. In his dream he saw four beasts and they perfectly paralleled the parts of the image of Daniel 2. The lion with eagle’s wings represented Babylon (the head of gold), while the bear which was raised up on one side with three ribs in his mouth represented the Medes and Persians (chest and arms of silver). The third beast, the leopard with four heads and four wings we understood to be Greece (thighs of brass). The fourth dreadful beast with iron teeth and ten horns was the iron monarchy of Rome (legs of iron). The ten horns became the ten divisions of Europe.
It was in that dream of Daniel 7 that we were introduced to the little horn power that plucks up three of the ten horns by the roots. With further study we learned that this little horn power was the same anti-Christ beast power of Revelation 13 and the great whore of Revelation 17, that being the governing body of the Roman Catholic Church, the Papacy. (Daniel 7 studies parts 1 & 2 – 12-23-06 & 12-30-06).
Now we will look further at the parallelism as we explore Daniel chapter 8.

8:1 “In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.” 
The third year of the reign of Belshazzar would be around 551/550 BC. Daniel was about 72 or 73 at this time. The word vision is used many times in chapter 8 and some times he is speaking about the whole vision (Hebrew – chazown) and other times he is referring to a portion of the vision. (Hebrew – mar’eh) It will be so noted as we continue through the chapter.
8:2 “And I saw in a vision (chazown); and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.” 
 The Hebrew word for palace is birah and means citadel. A citadel is a fortress built to overlook a city. Elam was a province of Babylon at this time so Daniel was in the citadel at Shushan in Elam. It might be noted that Cyrus took Elam before he overthrew Babylon. Ulai is an unidentified river and some believe it was a canal between the Choaspes and Corprates Rivers.
8:3 “Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.”  

“…a ram which had two horns …” The angel later identifies this symbol as the kings of Media and Persia. Babylon is not mentioned in this vision as it was nearing its end. “…one was higher than the other …” Persia was the dominant power and although the Medes were defeated by the Persians in 553 BC, they were not treated as inferiors or a subjugated people, but rather as confederates.

8:4 “I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.”  

Cyrus conquered Egypt, then Lydia in 547 BC and Babylon in 539 BC. It was a ruling and conquering kingdom until 331 BC. 

8:5 “And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.” 

“…he goat …” The he goat was identified by the angel to be Greece, the Macedonian Empire of Alexander which lay west of the Persian Empire.
“…touched not the ground …” This is a description of the swiftness, the astonishing speed of Alexander’s conquests.  “…notable horn …” represents the first Grecian king, Alexander the Great.

8:6 “And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.” 
Verse 6 is the description of Greece attacking the Persian Empire.

8:7 “And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.”  

“…moved with choler …” Choler is from the Hebrew word “marar” which means “to be enraged,” “anger.” The language used in this verse depicts the completeness of the subjection of Persia to Alexander. The country was ravished, its armies cut in pieces and scattered, its cities plundered. Success was final in the battle of Arbela in 331 BC. 
8:8 “Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.”

“…when he was strong, the great horn was broken …” Prophecy predicted that Alexander would fall while his empire was at the height of its power. In 323 AD, at the age of 32 Alexander died of acute alcohol poisoning after a drunken debauchery.  

“…came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven …” The four notable ones were the four generals to which the kingdom was divided after the death of the young Alexander. They were Cassander to the west, Lysimachus to the north, Seleucus to the east, and Ptolemy to the south and the Grecian empire ruled from 331 to 168 BC.
8:9 “And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.”

“And out of one of them …” Out of the four winds which would be one of the four points of the compass, came another power.  
“…a little horn …” This little horn represents Rome in both its pagan and papal phases. Daniel saw Rome first in its pagan, imperial phase, first warring against the Jews and Christians, then in its papal phase warring against the true church right down to our day.  

“…toward the south (Egypt and the Ptolemaic regions, already a pawn of Rome in 168 BC), and toward the east (The Seleucid Empire which lost most of its westernmost lands to Rome as early as 190 BC), and toward the pleasant land (The area of Palestine and Jerusalem).” Palestine was incorporated into the Roman Empire in 63 BC. The word “pleasant” (Hebrew “sebi” is interpreted “glorious in Daniel 11:16, 41).
8:10 “And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.” 
“…host and of the stars …” The “host” and “stars” represent the “mighty” and the “holy” saints, God’s people.  
“…stamped upon them.”  Rome has persecuted God’s people so often throughout the centuries, first by the emperors like Nero, Decius, and Diocletian, and then again in papal times.

8:11 “Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily [sacrifice] was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.” 
The “prince of the host” refers to Christ who was crucified under the authority of Rome and upon ascension into the heavenly sanctuary in 31 AD, became our High Priest. “…by him …” “by him” would be more correctly stated, “from him;” that is from the “prince of the host.” In other words, from Christ the daily was taken away.  
“…daily [sacrifice] was taken away …” Note the word “sacrifice” which is a supplied word, that means it was not in the original Hebrew and was added by the translators, believing it applied and added meaning. Correctly understood, the word (sacrifice) does not belong here. The interpreters believed it meant the daily sacrificial services in the earthly sanctuary. What the “daily” does mean is the true voluntary worship of Christ in the gospel age, and the continual daily priestly ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary on behalf of God’s people. 
But that was “taken away” by the papacy and in its place they substituted the compulsory priestly hierarchy instead of direct access to Christ by all believers. A system of salvation by works was ordained by Rome in place of salvation by faith in Christ, and most particularly, the confessional and the sacrifice of the mass in place of the mediatorial work of Christ as our great High Priest in the courts of heaven. This system diverted the attention from Christ and thus deprived them from the benefits of His ministry, thus “…the place of his sanctuary was cast down.” 
8:12 “And an host was given him against the daily [sacrifice (does not belong)] by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered.” 
The “host” represents the multitudes that fell under the influence of this. “Cast down the truth” means that the papacy loaded the truth with error and tradition and obscured it by superstition.
8:13 “Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily [sacrifice (does not belong)], and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 
The “saint” addressing another “saint” would be one angel asking another. The word “saint’ is the Hebrew word “Qadosh” meaning “angel.” This verse is asking how long the vision would be to give both the sanctuary and the host to trampling. The period covers both the pagan and papal systems of false worship.
8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”

The two thousand three hundred days we know to be the 2,300 year period stretching from 457 BC to 1844 AD, the time that Jesus moved His high priestly ministry into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary. This topic was covered thoroughly in our February 17, 2007 meeting and subsequent handout.

8:15, 16 “And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision (chazown), and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision (mar’eh).” 
“Gabriel” is the angel that occupies the position that Satan as Lucifer once held. He is mentioned by name here and once in chapter 9:11. In the New Testament he was the heavenly messenger sent to announce the birth of John the Baptist, Luke 1:11-20 and again to announce to Mary the birth of the Messiah, Luke 1:26-33. In Luke 1:19 the angel announced of himself, “…I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God …”   

8:17 “So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision (mar’eh).”

“…time of the end …” is speaking of course about the time near the end of this world’s history, when the vision would be understood. Of course today we know that that time arrived in the 1830’s. The fulfillment of the prophetic vision (mar’eh) occurring in 1844.

8:18-22 “Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.”
8:23 “And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.”  

“…latter time of their kingdom …” This is speaking about the rising of the Roman Empire after the Grecian Empire was coming to conclusion. The prophecy applies to Rome both in its pagan and papal forms, the line of popes succeeding the Caesars.
8:24 “And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.”  

“…not by his own power …” The power of the papacy had no armies of their own, but reduced the civil power of subservient nations and caused the sword of the state to be used in its religious objectives.

“…destroy wonderfully …” This papal power persecuted unto death those who opposed its blasphemous claims, and would have extinguished “the holy people” had not the Lord intervened on their behalf.

8:25 “And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.”
“…craft …” The Hebrew word is “mirmah” and it means “deceit” “guile” “treachery”

“…magnify himself …” A mere man, the pope, considers himself God on earth.

“…stand up against the Prince of princes …” The Prince of princes of course is Jesus and it was a Roman governor who sentenced Christ to death; Roman hands nailed him to the cross; a Roman spear pierced His side; a Roman pontiff claims to be God and has the power to forgive sins. Multiplied millions of the faithful were put to death for not worshipping as this false religion dictated.

“…broken without hand …” The Lord Himself will eventually destroy this power.
8:26, 27 “And the vision (mar’eh) of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision (chazown); for it shall be for many days. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.”  

It was about 12-13 years later in 538 BC that Daniel was shown more understanding of the vision by Gabriel starting in Daniel 9:23, a study we did February 24th, 2007.
Next Sabbath September 22nd – Signs of the Second Coming and the End of Satan’s Reign 6,000 year reign of Terror
If you are transferred out from MCC and wish to receive future handouts, write to me at the address below.

Richard C. Vaughn
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PAGE  
1

