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In this series called, “Stand for What We Stand For”, we are examining many of our historic biblical beliefs, unique to Seventh-day Adventism.  Two Sabbaths ago in part 3 we examined in detail about the Sabbath; and last week we looked at the change in the Sabbath. Today we are looking at our historic position on the soul and the state of the dead. Again, a large portion of this sermon was from the deceased Australian Seventh-day Adventist pastor, George Burnside.

Before we begin, Shall we seek God’s guidance….

I believe exactly what is stated in the Bible. In 1 John 5:11,12. “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” You see, eternal life can only be found in Jesus. There is nothing about man that is eternal. Man is a mortal creature. There is nothing immortal about him. The Bible says man is mortal. Romans 6:12, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.”  

Of ourselves we are absolutely hopeless beyond death and the grave, except as we find hope in Jesus. He is the only source of eternal life.  In 1 Timothy 6: 15,16 we read, “…the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, …”  No where in the scriptures do we read of a man having an immortal soul or a never dying spirit.

The record of the creation of man is very simple and clear. Genesis 2:7, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Notice carefully, that this text simply says, that the breath of life entered the form of clay, the man made of lifeless dust, and man became a living soul. 


Note – It did not say that man received a living soul, but that man became a living soul. Man is a soul. In Exodus 16:16 in regarding the giving of manna, the command was, “Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons…” In some Bibles the margin says “souls.” Persons are souls. In Joshua 11:11 we read, “And they smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them…” Note that carefully, not only are persons referred to as souls, but that the souls are destroyed; utterly destroyed. It is very apparent, souls are not immortal; but can be killed.


While some will try to discredit the account of the creation of man, it is really a very beautiful conception of how man was brought into existence. God Himself formed man with His own hands of love. In a very personal way; then, with His own breath He breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life and man became a living being or soul. Thus man, creation’s masterpiece, was made by the Creator Himself, for God made man in His own image.

But, and mark this point, when God created man He did not make him immortal, for in Genesis 2:17 we read, “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” If God had made man immortal, it would have been useless to threaten him with death for disobedience. For once a man is immortal, he’s not subject to death.

Now man has not taken kindly to the idea that he’s not immortal. But the scriptures are clear and definite on this fact. The scriptures are clear on this fact as we had previously read in 1 Timothy 6: 15,16, “…the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, …”  Yes, God alone has immortality. 


Romans 5:12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”  Death comes as a result of sin. 

Even Lucifer, later called the devil and Satan, was cast out and awaits his destruction, because he sinned. Ezekiel 28:18, “…therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.”  Listen, if the mightiest of the angelic hosts is subject to death, it is clear, that God only has immortality.


While man doesn’t by nature have immortality, he’s urged to seek it through Christ, as we read in Romans 2:7, “To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:…” Think about it, why seek for immortality if we already possess it?


This marvelous gift of immortality, will be given by God, only to those who are fit to use it properly; to those who love God with all their hearts, will be given the amazing gift of living as long as God Himself.


In the beginning, man may have gained immortality through obedience to his Creator. But, when he sinned, he lost this privilege. Now man’s only way to obtain immortality and live as long as God lives, is through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What man lost through sin, can be restored to him through Christ; as we read in 2 Timothy 1:10, “But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:…” 

Note – It is only through the gospel that light and immortality has been revealed. Without Christ there is no immortality. But, any person who refuses Christ will not see life. Oh what tremendous importance the Lord Jesus Christ assumes in the life of everyone. 


Through Christ, immortality is assured but, without Christ, immortality will NEVER be given to anyone.

When a person dies, their spirit, or breath of life, returns to God. Ecclesiastes 12:7, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”

When a person dies, they are in the power of death; and death is an enemy. 1 Corinthians 15:26, “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” However, remember, Jesus has the keys of death and the grave. Revelation 1:18, Jesus says, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  

Oh with Christ as a friend you have nothing to fear. This friend has the key to the grave, and while you sleep in the dust, Jesus takes charge of your life or spirit, and He gives it back to you at that great day, as we read in Colossians 3:3, 4, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” What could be more wonderful or sure, than to have your life hidden with Christ or the Father God? Your life is cared for by the two mightiest Beings of the universe.


When life is restored to the saint of God, it will not be a weak mortal life; but a strong, immortal, eternal life; a life akin to the life of God. Notice this great statement in 1 Corinthians 15:51-55, “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”  When Jesus Christ returns, His people will be made immortal. Death will continue to hold sway until the coming of the life-giver. Not until then can it be said that death is finally conquered. Not until this event will this mortal put on immortality.

How wonderful, clear and logical are the scriptures. It is the resurrection that assures mankind that they will live again. If there was no resurrection of the dead, says the Bible, “…then they which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” 1 Corinthians 15:18.


The saints are not in heaven, they are asleep. In 1 Thessalonians 4:14 Paul writes, “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” The saints are sleeping in Jesus, waiting for the advent of Christ. Jesus Himself makes this very clear. In John 6:44 we read, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” And again in verse 39 we read, “And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.” It is clear therefore, that our Lord based all of a future life upon His raising the redeeemed at the last day.

Jesus considers the resurrection of paramount importance. In John 11:25 He says, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:” Note that carefully, Christ is pleased to call Himself the Resurrection, for it is only through Him that the dead can live. This is quoted in the chapter that records the raising of Lazarus from the dead. Christ said concerning Lazarus, John 11:11, “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.” He was talking about the sleep of death for He said in verse 14, “Lazarus is dead.”

Thus Jesus shows that the most appropriate word to describe man’s condition in death is sleep. In fact, 55 times in the Bible death is referred to as a sleep. And just as Jesus called Lazarus forth from the tomb, so will be the resurrection of us all who sleep in Jesus on that great and final day. The raising of Lazarus is a miniature representation of that glorious day. Jesus says in John 5:28,29, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 


Take note friends, it does not say that they will hear His voice and the good will come down from heaven and into their bodies and the wicked will come up from hell and into their bodies. But it does say that in the grave they will hear His voice. Jesus does say that both the good and the evil will be in their graves on that resurrection day. And it is there that they will hear His voice and come forth unto the resurrection of life, or the other resurrection of damnation, according as they have lived their lives in this world.


Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:” Jesus is the life and without Him there is no life. And there is no prospect of life. Oh how important Jesus becomes to mankind when we consider that there is only life in Him. And it is no wonder that the Apostle Paul writes, in Colossians 3:11, “…Christ is all, and in all.” Christ is the life. He is the way to life and immortality. He is the resurrection.

Thus we have everything to gain and nothing to lose in welcoming Him into our hearts and lives, this wonderful Savior. If you have not made Jesus your Lord and Savior, this is a most opportune moment to accept Him. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:2, “…now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 


Waiting for a more acceptable time is dangerous. The most favorable time to accept His is now.  Oh do not put off the day of salvation, but accept the Lord Jesus Christ now and be assured of immortality and life for evermore in the wonderful world to come.
Shall we pray…
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