Sabbath September 27, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

“Lackest These Things?”

Shall we invite God’s presence to our worship hour? “Heavenly Father…”

Elder Waller just read the account recorded by the Gentile physician Luke. Let us all now turn in our Bibles to the account as recorded by Mark. Mark 10:17-21. “And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.” (By the way, there are many New Testament Christians who say Jesus taught only two commandments, but as we see  in this chapter, and in the chapter of Luke, Jesus quoted 5 commandments.) Going on, “And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.” 

     The young man who asked this question was a ruler. He had great possessions, and occupied a position of responsibility. He saw the love that Christ manifested toward the children brought to Him; he saw how tenderly He received them, and took them up in His arms, and his heart kindled with love for the Saviour. He felt a desire to be His disciple. He was so deeply moved that as Christ was going on His way, he ran after Him, and kneeling at His feet, asked with sincerity and earnestness the question so important to his soul and to the soul of every human being, "Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" 
     Jesus answered, "Why callest thou Me good? there is none good but One, that is, God." Jesus desired to test the ruler's sincerity, and to draw from him the way in which he regarded Him as good. Did the ruler realize that the One to whom he was speaking was the Son of God?  

In reply to this question Jesus told him that obedience to the commandments of God was necessary if he would obtain eternal life; and He quoted several of the commandments which show man's duty to his fellow men. The ruler's answer was positive: "All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?"
     "One thing thou lackest," He said; "go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." 
     Christ was drawn to this young man. He knew him to be sincere when he said, "All these things have I kept from my youth." Jesus longed to have him see the necessity of heart devotion and Christian goodness. He longed to see in him a humble and contrite heart, conscious of the supreme love to be given to God, and hiding its lack in the perfection of Christ.  

     Christ looked into the face of the young man, as if reading his life and searching his character. He loved him, and He hungered to give him that peace and grace and joy that would change his character. . . .  

     The ruler was quick to discern all that Christ's words involved, and he became sad. . . . To give up his earthly treasure that was seen, for the heavenly treasure that was unseen, was too great a risk. And sadly, he refused the offer of eternal life, and went away, and ever after the world was to receive his worship. 
     Multiplied millions today are passing through this same ordeal, weighing Christ against the world; and most choose the world. . . .Like the young ruler, they turn from the Savior, saying in their hearts, I will not have this Man as my leader. . . . Everyone should consider what it means to desire heaven, and yet to turn away because of the conditions laid down. . . .Think of what it means to say "No" to Christ. The young ruler said, No, I cannot give You all. Do we say the same? . . . 
     The ruler's possessions were entrusted to him that he might prove himself a faithful steward; he was to dispense these goods for the blessing of those in need. So God now entrusts men and women with means, with talents and opportunities, that they may be His agents in helping the poor and the suffering. He who uses his entrusted gifts as God designs becomes a co-worker with the Savior. . . .
     To those who, like the young ruler, are in high positions of trust and have great possessions, it may seem too great a sacrifice to give up all in order to follow Christ. But this is the rule of conduct for all who would become His disciples. Nothing short of obedience can be accepted. Self-surrender is the substance of the teachings of Christ.  
     The problem with the ruler was that he had a high estimate of his own righteousness. He did not believe that he was defective in anything, yet he was not altogether satisfied. He felt the want of something that he did not possess. Could not Jesus bless him as He blessed the little children, and satisfy his soul want? Could Jesus not confirm that the man was righteous? 

     Jesus saw in this ruler just the help He needed if the young man would become a co-laborer with Him in the work of salvation. If he would place himself under Christ's guidance, he would be a power for good. He possessed qualifications, which, if he were united with the Savior, would enable him to become a divine force among men. Christ, seeing into his character, loved him. Love for Christ was awakening in the ruler's heart; for love begets love. Jesus longed to make him like Himself, a mirror in which the likeness of God would be reflected and to develop the excellence of his character, and sanctify it to the Master's use. If the ruler had then given himself to Christ, he would have grown in the atmosphere of His presence. If he had made this choice, how different would have been his future! 
     "One thing thou lackest," Jesus said. He needed the love of God in the soul. This lack, unless supplied, would prove fatal to him; his whole nature would become corrupted. His supreme love of self must be surrendered. He called upon him to choose between the heavenly treasure and worldly greatness. The heavenly treasure was assured him if he would follow Christ. But self must yield; his will must be given into Christ's control. The very holiness of God was offered to the young ruler. But he must take up the cross, and follow the Savior in the path of self-denial.  

     Christ's words were verily to the ruler the invitation, "Choose you this day whom ye will serve." Joshua 24:15. The choice was left with him. Christ made the only terms which could place the ruler where he would perfect a Christian character. To keep back little or much from God was to retain that which would lessen his moral strength and efficiency; for if the things of this world are cherished, however uncertain and unworthy they may be, they will become all-absorbing.  

     The ruler understood all that Christ's words involved, and he became sad. He was a member of the honored council of the Jews, and Satan was tempting him with flattering prospects of the future. He wanted the heavenly treasure, but he wanted also the temporal advantages his riches would bring him. He was sorry that such conditions existed; he desired eternal life, but he was not willing to make the sacrifice. The cost of eternal life seemed too great, and he went away sorrowful; "for he had great possessions."  

     His claim that he had kept the law of God was a deception. He showed that riches were his idol. He could not keep the commandments of God while the world was first in his affections. To give up his earthly treasure, that was seen, for the heavenly treasure, that was unseen, was too great a risk. He refused the offer of eternal life, and went away, and ever after the world was to receive his worship. 

     Christ's dealing with the young man is presented as an object lesson to us. God has given us the rule of conduct which every one of His servants must follow. It is a willful obedience to His law, which enters into the life, and is exemplified in the character. Only those who will become co-workers with Christ, only those who will say, Lord, all I have and all I am is Thine, will be acknowledged as sons and daughters of God. Think of what it means to say "No" to Christ. The ruler said, No, I cannot give You all. Do we say the same? The Savior offers to share with us the work God has given us to do. He offers to use the means God has given us, to carry forward His work in the world. Only in this way can He save us.  

     When Christ's followers give back to the Lord His own, they are accumulating treasure which will be given to them when they shall hear the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant; . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." Matt. 25:23; "Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:2. The joy of seeing souls redeemed, souls eternally saved, is the reward of all that put their feet in the footprints of Him who said, "Follow Me."  

Our Elder Brother knows by experience what are the weaknesses of humanity, what exactly are our wants, and where lies the strength of our temptations; for He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
He is watching over you, trembling child of God. Are you tempted? He will deliver. Are you weak? He will strengthen. Are you ignorant? He will enlighten. Are you wounded? He will heal. "He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds." Ps. 147: 3. "Come unto Me," is His invitation. Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread out your case before the Lord. The way will be opened for you to disentangle yourself from embarrassment and difficulty. The weaker and more helpless you know yourself to be, the stronger will you become in His strength. The heavier your burdens, the more blessed the rest in casting them upon the Burden Bearer. 

     "Take My yoke upon you." Jesus says. The yoke is an instrument of service. Cattle are yoked for labor, and the yoke is essential that they may labor effectually. By this illustration Christ teaches us that we are called to service as long as life shall last. We are to take upon us His yoke, that we may be co-workers with Him.  

There are many whose hearts are aching under a load of care because they seek to reach the world's standard. They choose to bear the world’s burdens of service, accepted its perplexities and adopted its customs; making their character marred, and their life is a constant weariness. 
In order to gratify ambition and worldly desires, they wound the conscience, and bring upon themselves an additional burden of remorse. The continual worry is wearing out their life forces. Our Lord desires them to lay aside this yoke of bondage. He invites them to accept His yoke; He says, "My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." He bids them seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and His promise is that all things needful to them for this life shall be added. As was in last weeks Sabbath School lesson, “Worry is blind, and cannot discern the future”; but Jesus sees the end from the beginning. In every difficulty He has His way prepared to bring relief. Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to provide for us, of which we know nothing. Those who accept the one principle of making the service and honor of God supreme will find perplexities vanish, and a plain path before their feet.  

     "Learn of Me," says Jesus; "for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest." We are to enter the school of Christ, to learn from Him meekness and lowliness. Redemption is that process by which the soul is trained for heaven. This training means a knowledge of Christ. It means emancipation from ideas, habits, and practices that have been gained in the school of the prince of darkness. The soul must be delivered from all that is opposed to loyalty to God.

The yoke is placed upon the oxen to aid them in drawing the load, to lighten the burden. So with the yoke of Christ. When our will is swallowed up in the will of God, and we use His gifts to bless others, we shall find life's burden light. He who walks in the way of God's commandments is walking in company with Christ, and in His love, the heart is at rest.

In closing we address the question, Lackest These Things? Those who take Christ at His word, and surrender their souls to His keeping, their lives to His ordering, will lack nothing and they will find peace and quietude. Nothing of the world can make them sad, when Jesus makes them glad by His presence. In perfect acquiescence there is perfect rest. The Lord says, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee." Isaiah 26:3.

As through Jesus we enter into rest, heaven begins here. We respond to His invitation, “Come, learn of Me,” and in thus coming we begin the life eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to God through Christ. The longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more and still more of glory will be opened to us; and the more we know of God, the more intense will be our happiness. As we walk with Jesus in this life, we may be filled with His love and satisfied with His presence. All that human nature can bear, we may receive here. 

Most of the world lacks Jesus. But just as long as all that we are, and all that we have is His, we will always lack nothing. 

Shall we pray…

And now we will separate for the ordnance of humility. The women in the fellowship hall, the men in the library. 
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