Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout – September 29, 2007
Signs of the Second Coming and 

the End of Satan’s Reign 6,000 year reign of Terror
How soon is the second coming of Christ? There is no doubt that we are now in the last generation living on planet earth. You see 1,976 years ago, in 31 A.D., Jesus ascended into heaven, having left his followers with the promise, “I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” in John 14 verse 3. 

Christians have been saying, “Jesus is coming soon,” since the apostle Paul’s time, and especially for the last 170+ years since the Baptist preacher William Miller’s teaching and preaching of Jesus coming in 1844 that stirred the world from 1833 to 1844.

But life goes on as usual, with wars, famine, poverty, violence, deadly diseases, natural disasters and terrorism taking the headlines of our daily news. How can we know when His promised coming will happen?

We look at Matthew 26:63, 64 As Jesus stood before the high priest He testified under oath He would come back to this earth again. It reads, “But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” In that declaration Jesus pronounced a sentence of a third death on His hearers, as you see those who conspired to kill Him, will be specially resurrected to witness His second coming. They will die a second death then, and they will die a third death after the millennium. They trifled with God’s mercy when God was in their very presence. In our Christian walk today we dare not trifle with God’s mercy and grace.

In Matthew 24:3 the disciples asked Jesus, “…what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 

There are many signs that have been given both by Jesus and many authors of the Old and New Testaments. We will now examine 13 of them that have either been fulfilled or are being fulfilled.

1. The destruction of Jerusalem - Matthew 24:2, 16 “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:” This prophecy was fulfilled 39 years after the cross when the Roman warrior Titus destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

2. A great persecution or tribulation - Matthew 24:21 “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” This prophecy was fulfilled during the period of the dark ages that lasted more than 1,200 years. The apostate church put to death more than 50 million Christians, which were slain for their pure faith. They would not bow their knees to the Papacy. And yet, there will still be another great persecution of God’s people that is in the very near future. 

3. Signs in the sun, moon and stars - Matthew 24:29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken” Fulfilled May 19, 1780 when a supernatural darkness lasted from morning into the night after which the moon appeared as red as blood. It was mid day and the cows were in their barns and the chickens were roosting. At noon you could not see your hand in front of your face. Then November 13, 1833 the great star shower that set the sky ablaze with falling stars that lasted through the night. In every part of the sky, stars were shooting in every direction. Many with trembling hearts thought it was the end of the world.

4. Wars, rumors of wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes. Matthew 24:6 “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” There are many reported and unreported wars; famines that plague the earth as 1/3 of its occupants go to bed hungry every night with thousands of them dying daily. Also pestilences like aids, dysentery and malaria seem to come with increased variety and frequency, as do the catastrophic earthquakes. Especially as we have seen on December 26th 2004, with the Tsunamis that killed 150,000 or more without warning. In the last 50 years there has been a considerable increase in destructive earthquakes and high loss of life.

5. Capital-Labor troubles – James 5:4, 8 “Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” For fulfillment of this prophecy, we need only check the news reports for all the fraud that the mega-rich perpetrate on the poor, robbing them of their savings and their pensions.

6. Unrest, fear and upheaval. Luke 21:25, 26 “…upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth.” Nations are facing the most perplexing problems today for which there seems to be no solutions, and fear is gripping the world as they witness current events. On September 11, 2001 we sat stunned in front of our TV’s as we witnessed an event that just could not be happening. There was the story of the priest who went to many of the fires with the fire departments. But this day when one of the firefighters was crushed by a body that fell from the burning tower, the priest gripped with fear knelt to give the man last rights when his own heart failed him.

7. Much travel and an increase of knowledge – Daniel 12:4 “…the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” The airlines and the cruise ships carry many vacationers and business people to every part of the globe as they run to and fro. We are in the information age where 90% of the world’s total knowledge has been brought forth in the last decade, with knowledge now doubling every several years. 90% of all the scientists that have ever lived are living today. Daniel 12:4 fulfilled in that respect and yet another way as many run to and fro in God’s word and their knowledge is increased with the understanding of prophecies and the everlasting gospel to give to a dying world.

8. Scoffers and religious skeptics who turn from Bible truth – 2 Peter 3:3, 4 “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” And in 2 Tim. 4:3, 4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” There are many scoffers today, even in the religious world. Many religious leaders are denying the plain Bible teachings of Creation, the Flood, the divinity of Christ, the seventh day Sabbath, the second coming of Jesus and many other vital Bible truths. Psychiatry and the traditions of pseudo-intellectuals have replaced the Bible in many religious circles.

9. Moral degeneracy, craze for pleasure and a decline of spirituality – In 2 Timothy 3:1-5 “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous (lovers of money), boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents (we see everywhere how many children have no respect for their parents), unthankful, unholy, without natural affection (mothers disposing of their newborns in plastic bags left in dumpsters, others resorting to abortion, and still others shaking their infants to death), trucebreakers, false accusers (slanderers), incontinent (without self-control), fierce (brutal), despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady (head strong), high-minded (haughty or conceited), lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God (the sports stadiums and the empty churches attest to that fact); having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof (nominal Christians playing church or as Jesus says through the Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 29:13 “Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me”) America is in the midst of a tremendous crisis as divorce affects one marriage in two and suicides have become a popular solution to problems. The current immoral generation with its obsession with sex and filth, the churches with their increasing membership but decreasing true spirituality, and the pleasure-mad Americans are spending billions of dollars on entertainment while wasting billions of hours that could never be retrieved for the purpose of establishing a saving relationship with God. The Bible points to the strong possibility that this immoral generation and its fulfillment of God’s Word will be the last.
10. Increasing lawlessness, bloody crimes and violence – Matthew 24:12 “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” 2 Timothy 3:13 “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” Ezekiel 7:23 “Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence.” Many cities across America deal with multiple murders every single day.

11. Automobiles predicted when Jesus was preparing to return - An Old Testament prophet named Nahum was allowed to see the very day in which we live, as he saw modern warfare and automobiles at night with headlights racing on the highways, hitting telephone poles and having head-on crashes. He saw them and he described them in the language he was familiar with. We look at Nahum 2:3, 4 “The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in scarlet” (that’s soldiers in battle) it goes on,  “the chariots shall be with flaming torches (cars with headlights) in the day of his preparation (that means when Jesus is ready to come), and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken (cars crashing into telephone poles). The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the broad ways (head-on crashes): they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.” (Speeding vehicles- remember now, Nahum was used to the horse and carriage).

12. Then there is a turning to Spiritism – 1 Timothy 4:1 – “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” – So called Christians today, including a large number of the heads of nations, seek counsel from psychics, channelers, astrologers and spiritualists. Spiritism has invaded the church as well. There are plenty of warnings in Scripture to have nothing to do with these works of Satan. Let’s look them up. Leviticus 19:26, 31 “Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment (magic spells), nor observe times (astrology). Regard not them that have familiar spirits (that is a medium with a spirit guide), neither seek after wizards (psychics or clairvoyants), to be defiled by them.” Next Leviticus 20:6, 27 “And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.” Deuteronomy 18:9-12 “When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination (fortune telling), or an observer of times, or an enchanter (magician), or a witch (today would be called a psychic), Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer (a medium who supposedly consults with the dead). For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.” The battle is for the mind and no true Christian will have anything to do with any of these abominable practices, which include magic, astrology, fortune telling, psychics and séances. Christian parents should particularly guard their children’s minds from such abominable  things as the Harry Potter craze.

13. A special message to the world in the last days – Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” The last, great, solemn warning messages of Christ’s’ second coming and the three angels messages of Revelation 14:6-12, called the everlasting gospel, is being given to more than 95% of the world’s population in over 900 languages and dialects. Before Jesus comes, every person in the world will have been warned.

Just how near is the Lord’s second coming? Matthew 24:32-34 “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” The Bible is very specific and plain on this point.

The signs have almost all been fulfilled. We cannot know the day and the hour of Christ’s return as Jesus clearly stated in Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only,” but we can be confident that we are the people who will live to see Jesus return as He stated in verses 32-34 above.
Are you ready? You may ask, “How can I be certain to be ready when Jesus comes back?” John 6:37 “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” And in John 1:12, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name”, Hebrews 8:12, “I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people” 1 Corinthians 15:57, “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Jesus does not force Himself into any person’s life, but He stands at the door seeking an invitation. Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” The door represents the human mind or heart. If invited, He will come in and change the life, as He will erase all of your repented and confessed sins. Then He wants to give you the power to live both a godly and a victorious life. John 1:12, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” Jude 1:24 “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy” 

So as a free gift, Jesus bestows on us His righteous character, so that we can stand unafraid before a Holy God with our lives changed by Jesus. Keeping the commandments and doing His will becomes our pleasure. Our part is simply to give our lives to Christ and we let Him live His life through us. His part is to work the mighty miracle within us that changes our lives and prepares us for the second coming. It is a free gift. We need only to accept it.

Jesus gave us a solemn warning that we must heed. In Matthew 24:44 He said, “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” And in Luke 21:34, “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting (overeating, gluttony), and drunkenness (two fold meaning – drunken with alcoholic beverage or drunken with the wine of Babylon – her false doctrines), and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” There is great danger in becoming so busy with the cares of this life, or so entranced by the pleasures of sin, that the coming of the Lord may slip upon us as the Flood did on the world in Noah’s day, and we will be surprised, unprepared and lost. This will be the experience of multiplied millions, how is it with you?   

The second part of this study is the end of Satan’s allotted six thousand year reign of terror. Let’s get a little background on this subject. It was in six literal 24 hour days back in 4004 B.C. that the hand of the creator brought the earth and the fullness thereof into existence. 4004 B.C. is the undisputed date of creation amongst the majority of Bible scholars who have used the scriptures themselves to arrive at that date. 

And then it was 1,656 years after creation, that the people living on planet earth were about to close out their probation in the final generation before the flood. During the creation week, God pronounced everything good, in fact after the sixth day, God said it was very good, Genesis 1:31. 

Sadly however, only 1,536 years after creation, in Genesis 6:3, God pronounced a probationary period of 120 years on the human race. “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” Verse 5 and 6 gives us an idea of the frustration that God endured with His rebellious creatures. “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.” For those who think that God does not have emotion, take not of that verse. We who were created in the image of God, were endowed with the very emotions of our Creator.

The last generation on planet Earth in the 1656th year following the creation, was hearing the final messages of this 600 year old servant of God. It was the everlasting gospel message to the antediluvian world. Many were moved by these stirring messages from this tearful, talented preacher, but as believable as his warnings seemed, they were contrary to the logic presented by the scientists and the pastors. Surely the majority must be right. And right on schedule, except for 8, all of the world’s men, women and children paid the ultimate price of rebellion against God.

Exactly 4,000 years after the dawn of Creation, in 4 B.C. the promised Hope of humanity was born at a time when spiritual darkness covered the world and a false, legal system of worship had the so called Israel of God far out of bounds from the blueprint given to the people who were living in open rebellion before God in a religious guise.

Bypassing the learned doctors and rabbis, the educated cripples of Christ’s day, he went to the poor and humble yet teachable amongst humanity and selected 11 to follow, a 12th not of his choosing, together formed the first denomination of true Christian followers, the apostolic church.

Almost 20 centuries and 9,000 Christian denominations later, little has changed in those who believe they are God’s only true followers. Having started one church, Jesus will finish the controversy between Himself and Satan with only one church. 

As in the days of Noah, so also in this final generation, almost all the Christian world along with the other religions of the world are under Satan’s control, yes almost all, all except that ridiculous remnant. “Why,” he wonders to himself “Why can I conquer everyone but those few stubborn individuals that search the Scriptures and are privy to my secrets and are always praying to God, putting barriers around themselves that we cannot penetrate.” 

Not willing to blame themselves for their own spiritual declension, those who call themselves Christians prefer to put their trust in their seminary trained leaders who they believed knew all there was to know in leading the flock to safety. Had they paid heed to the counsel to the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:18 which says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, (that gold being faith, love and truth) that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, (which is the robe of Christ’s righteousness) that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness (that is the self-righteousness that is so detestable to God) do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see;” the eyesalve of course being the Holy Spirit that gives wisdom, knowledge and understanding to the sincere seeker of truth.

But no their trust is in the pastor who says don’t read Revelation for it is a closed book, when it is the pastor who has a closed mind since it was Jesus who pronounced a blessing upon all who and hear the words of that prophetic book in Revelation 1:3. Yes they confided in that so-called shepherd who believes that evolution has merit and believes that creation was a process that took millions of years when God Himself said in the first 9 words of the first book of the Bible that, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” And through David He said of Himself in Psalm 33:6 “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.” And then for clarification He said in verse 6, “For he spake, (BANG!) and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.” There is the Big Bang Fact, and all they have is a big bang theory. None of those who claim to be His followers would ever accept a Creation beginning of only a little more than six millenniums ago.

The God of heaven has always used the number seven to show completeness and perfection. From that first week of creation, it was the seventh day that made the first week complete. Six millenniums later the true followers of God are still holding fast to the seven day week, and the seventh day, the true Sabbath of God.

Let’s look closely at that number seven that is God’s number for completeness. We find it often in Scripture, especially in the book of Revelation. Chapter 1 verse 4 we find the “seven churches” and the “seven Spirits,” while in verse 20 are the “seven stars,” and “the seven golden candlesticks.” In chapter 4:5 are the “seven lamps of fire,” “seven eyes,” and the “seven Spirits of God.” We find in Revelation 5:6 “seven horns,” “seven eyes,” and the “seven Spirits of God” repeated. In Revelation 8:2 are the “seven angels” and the “seven trumpets,” while in chapter 10 and verse 4 we find the “seven thunders.” Revelation 12:3 speaks of “seven heads” and “seven crowns.” In Revelation 15:1 we pick up the “seven angels again, but this time with the “seven last plagues” and in verse 7, the seven golden vials. In chapter 17:9 the “seven heads” are defined as the “seven mountains.” Revelation 21:9 says, “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, …” 

When Satan was cast out of heaven, and came to planet Earth, his only access to the holy pair was the tree of knowledge of good and evil. He spent much time devising a plan to trip up these two happy humans and take the title of “Prince of this world” away from Adam. At a given time, so many years after creation in 4004 B.C., Satan, knowing he would probably have only one opportunity at deceiving, devised a fool-proof trap and instituted it without a hitch. The rest is a matter of Biblical and secular history.

In the corridors of heaven Satan put forth the lie that God was unfair, unjust, overbearing and demanding; and that His laws were unfair restrictions. The lie was before the universe to decide. Half the angels of heaven were swayed by the possibility but only 1/3 joined in the rebellion. After the fall of man, God would employ the number seven as the period that Satan would have to prove his case. Seven millenniums in which the first six would be for his tempting those who would be open to his leading, and one final millennium for him to consider his record and achievements so as to see if he was right.

Today, almost 6,000 years after the fall of Adam, we are at a similar place that the antediluvians once were, and that is at the limit of God’s patience. We are able to calculate 6,000 years from the dawn of Creation and we arrive at the year 1997 A.D. 

We know that Satan’s 6,000 year period of deception could not begin any sooner than the date that Adam and Eve forfeited their dominion. If we can determine the year that Adam and Eve fell, then we can know when the 6,000 year reign of terror will have concluded, for Satan will not be allowed to tempt or lead a single human being in the first minute of the seventh millennium. He will not be allowed any more time to lead the lost, except for a short interval after the seventh millennium has concluded.

Can we determine the year that Adam and Eve fell? With the help of the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus that is entirely possible. 
FACT # 1 – Jesus was born exactly 4,000 years from the date of creation, therefore Creation may be, in time reckoning by season, what would have been the fall of 4004 B.C., based on the sentence after the following. I must point out however that very day was a perfect day before Adam sinned and the institution of seasons came after.

We can be sure that Jesus was born in 4 B.C., and it is believed by most Bible scholars to have been in the fall, possibly October, as the year has been proven with scriptural records, secular historical records, and astronomical dating; what remains a mystery however, is the actual month and day. But as Deuteronomy 29:29 states, The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, …”

So therefore, the birth of Jesus, although most important to Christians, is not relevant to his/her salvation, as was His victory over all sin and temptation, His death on the cross and His resurrection which completed the sacrifice part of the atonement process, and assured His true followers that they have been redeemed.

God is a God who deals in exact time and the Scriptures are replete with examples. We have the 490 year probationary period left to the Jews, which started in 457 B.C. and concluded in 34 A.D. Even the year of Christ’s anointing by way of Baptism to start His ministry, was prophesied to be in the fall of A.D. 27 and His death was prophesied to be in the Spring of A.D. 31. We have the 2300 year prophecy that would go to the time that the investigative judgment began in heaven; having its start also in the fall of 457 B.C. and concluding in 1844 A.D. There is also the 1260 year period of the reign of terror of the Roman Papacy; with seven separate scriptures verifying the number of 1260 years. And so in 538 A.D., the bishop at Rome ascended unopposed, to the pinnacle of power in the Roman Catholic Church, and 1260 years later, in 1798 he received his prophesied deadly wound. There are many other time prophesies that were accurately fulfilled on time, but the point is, it is the accuracy of God without error that should capture our attention.

If we are able to determine the year of Adam’s fall, we can pinpoint the year of the end of Satan’s 6,000 years of terror. Now notice, this is not talking about the date of the second coming of Jesus, rather when the period of transgression has ended. The starting point is the year of the first transgression of the formerly holy pair. 

The following statements are from the Spirit of Prophecy:

“Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. (That would be the communion service). The national festival of the Jews (That would be Passover) was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.”  {DA 652.2}

FACT # 2 – Based on the Spirit of Prophecy quote, the system of sacrifice was instituted immediately after the fall of our first parents, and four thousand years later culminated in the perfect sacrifice of Jesus. We know for a fact that Jesus died in the spring of 31 A.D. at the age of 33-1/2 years of age. God is exact in His calculating, therefore dating back 4,000 years from the spring of 31 A.D., we come to the spring of 3970 B.C. Adam and Eve were in the middle of their 34th year of life when they succumbed to Satan’s sophistry.

Now back up this conclusion with additional Spirit of Prophecy quotes:

"And in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." In A. D. 31, three and a half years after his baptism, our Lord was crucified. With the great sacrifice offered upon Calvary, ended that system of offerings which for four thousand years had pointed forward to the Lamb of God. Type had met antitype, and all the sacrifices and oblations of the ceremonial system were there to cease.  {GC88 327.3}

And this quote:

“While the disciples were contending for the highest place, in the promised kingdom, Christ girded Himself, and performed the office of a servant by washing the feet of those who called Him Lord. He, the pure, spotless Lamb of God, was presenting Himself as a sin-offering; and as He now ate the Passover with His disciples, He put an end to the sacrifices which for four thousand years had been offered. In the place of the national festival which the Jewish people had observed, He instituted a memorial service, in the ceremony of feet washing, and the sacramental supper, to be observed by His followers through all time and in every country. These should ever repeat Christ's act, that all may see that true service called for unselfish ministry.” (MS 43, 1897)  {5BC 1139.1}
God is exact in time. There is a scripture that says, in 2 Peter 3:8 “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” Although this scripture makes the point that we inhabit time and God inhabits eternity, therefore time is irrelevant to God. However the point can be made that this scripture can back up the teaching of J.N. Andrews, a Seventh-day Adventist pioneer, that the six millenniums of Satan’s rule and the 1,000 year period following represents the “Great Week of time, 7,000 years.”

The conclusion would be that if Jesus’ death on the cross, in the spring of 31 A.D., finished the first 4,000 years, then the remaining 2,000 years would conclude in the spring of 2031 A.D.  Satan’s 6,000 year case before the universe will at last be at an end.

Understand that this is not date setting as to the return of Jesus. Jesus made it clear in Matthew 24:36 regarding His second coming, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”

I personally believe that Jesus will come a good time before 2031 A.D. because in Romans 9:28 Paul tells us under inspiration, “For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.”

It does not mean that we have 23-1/2 years left; it means Satan has 23-1/2 years left. I do not believe that any child that has been born into this world today; will ever see a 24th birthday on planet earth.
Our immediate task is to be in a constant state of readiness as our probation can end at any time. 

There is nothing in Scripture or the Spirit of Prophecy that says we cannot calculate the year that Satan can tempt no longer. But there are many scriptures calling us to be ready, for soon probation will end and there are no second chances.

Next Sabbath October 6th – Study of Daniel Chapter 11 – Part 1
Study to show thyself approved and pray without ceasing, as He who said He would come, will come again and soon, even so, come Lord Jesus.  
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