Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s Subject: The Beast, the Dragon, and the Woman – Part 8

Last week we were discussing additional references which verified the fact, that the  Catholic Church changed God’s Sabbath to Sunday, subsequently admitting to that fact and boasted having done so. We then listed references from leading Protestant denominations concurring to that fact. Having identified the beast as the Papacy, and based on the Bible texts and history, we can therefore safely conclude that the mark of the beast then, is the counterfeit Sunday Sabbath by which the beast power is trying to be recognized as an authority greater than the Creator Himself. We started discussing the second beast of Revelation 13.

We will now continue with “The Beast, the Dragon, and the Woman - part 8” 

Let's get the picture now from the pages of prophecy in God's Word. The first ten verses of Revelation 13 describe the papacy in its rise to power. We have already studied this prophecy in detail. Verse 10 closes with the description of the Pope's capture in 1798: "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints." Then immediately John saw a second beast in vision which he describes in the next verse. "And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon." Revelation 13:11. Let us be very careful in identifying this second beast. There are several points which will reveal the identity of this power. 

First of all, it is seen "coming up" as the first beast received his deadly wound. Since the first beast (papacy) received its wound in 1798 when General Berthier took the Pope captive, we should look for the second beast to be coming up at that time. This means that around 1798 this power would be rising in the world. Secondly, this second beast would come up "out of the earth." This is in contrast to the first which rose out of the water. We found in Revelation 17:15 that water symbolizes peoples and nations. The second beast, coming out of the earth, would depict a nation rising in some area of the world where there were no previous civilizations and multitudes. The absence of water denotes a dearth of people. 

Thirdly, this nation had two horns like a lamb, and they had no crowns on them, as did the first beast. It came up peacefully, like a lamb, and the absence of crowns reveals that there were no kings at the head. It was not a monarchy, or dictatorship. Everything about this beast indicates a peaceful democracy.

Second Beast Identified
We are now ready to identify this second beast. There can be no doubt as to its identity. There is only one nation in history which meets the description. The United States of America was the only nation "coming up" to power in 1798, as ths first beast received its deadly wound. The Constitution had been voted in 1787, and the Bill of Rights adopted in 1791. Also, it was in 1798 that America was first recognized by a world power. Historians record that there was something wonderful and providential about the rise of this country. 

In exact fulfillment of the prophecy this nation arose in the New World, where no former civilizations had existed. It came up peacefully, democratically, and established itself upon the two great principles of Protestantism and republicanism. Church and state were to be kept separate. Our forefathers had seen enough of the evils of a church-state government. 

Let us read a statement by John Wesley, a marvelous student of the Bible, and the architect of the Methodist Church. Writing in 1754 in his New Testament with Explanatory Notes after applying the first beast of Revelation 13 to the papacy, he said, "Another ... beast ... But he is not yet come, though he can not be far off; for he is to appear at the end of the forty-two months of the first beast." Page 427. Please note that Wesley was looking for a nation to be rising within a very short time which would meet the description of the prophecy. Only the United States could have fulfilled his expectation. 

It would be good if we could stop right here in our study, but we would not be true to the Scripture if we did not read the rest of the prophecy. Verses 11 and 12 continue: "He had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed." In other words, the time would come when the United States would change its peaceful, democratic tone. Under some influence it would begin to compel worship, "saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." Revelation 13:14-17. 

A nation speaks through its laws. It may seem incredible to us as we read these things today that the United States would ever be persuaded to enact religious laws, and try to force people to worship a certain way, but prophecy has never failed. She will make an image to the papacy, or develop a system which resembles that power. Church and state will be united enough to enforce religious laws and will thus closely resemble the papal system. 

According to the prophecy, America will finally enforce the mark of the beast. What does this mean? What is the mark? On the basis of God's Word we have shown it to be the counterfeit Sabbath set up by the beast power. The keeping of Sunday instead of the Bible Sabbath is claimed as a mark of allegiance to the Catholic Church by her own priests and leaders. Will the United States, then, seek to enforce the keeping of Sunday? That is exactly what is predicted, and it is also exactly what is shaping up right now in American politics. 

No matter how much we might prefer to believe otherwise, our own beloved country will begin to use its influence to compel the keeping of Sunday. Already the groundwork has been laid. Right now, most of the states have such Sunday laws on the books. In some places these religious laws have created economic hardships on Sabbathkeepers. A few large cities have been urged to boycott those who refuse to keep Sunday. The prophecy in Revelation 13:17 indicates that economic sanctions will be applied, "and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark." 

National Sunday Law Near
The United States Supreme Court has ruled that Sunday laws are not unconstitutional or discriminitory. This opens the way for all the present confused, contradictory local state laws to be replaced by a national law which will standardize the enforcement of Sunday all over America. With the incredible strides being taken toward federal control of individual freedoms, this step to regulate the day of worship will not seem so drastic when it actually does take place. 

Mark this well: These developments are already on the horizon. Those who refuse to accept the false day of worship will face fines, boycott, prison and finally, the threat of death. When the Sabbath question is thus made a national issue, people will be forced to accept one side or the other. Every single person will have to make a decision. The mark of the beast will then be placed upon all who choose to disobey the commandment of God to keep the Sabbath day holy. By accepting the mark of allegiance to the papacy (Sunday), they reject the mark which God claims as His sign of authority - the seventh-day Sabbath. 

Decision
One might well raise the question, "What does all this have to do with me?" That is an important question, and the answer is even more important. Your eternal salvation hinges upon your decision now. You cannot shrug off the implications of this revelation concerning obedience to the Sabbath commandment. There is no question of convenience or inconvenience. We are dealing with the Ten-Commandment law which was written by God Himself. To break one of those commandments is to commit sin, and no willful sinner will be saved. The keeping of the seventh-day Sabbath has been made the test of loyalty and love to God. "To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." James 4:17. 

Rapidly, the world is confederating under the two banners. Time is running out. The great controversy is entering its final stages. While ecumenism draws one block of denominations into a liberal camp, based largely upon disobedience to the Sabbath of God's holy law, another group is distinguished as those who "keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. As the test becomes more severe, every individual must choose to obey God or man, to follow the commandments of God or tradition, to keep the true Sabbath or the counterfeit, to receive the seal of God, or the mark of the beast.

Friends, eight weeks ago I started this series by stating that we are living in the very last days of this earth’s history. Soon probation for mankind will once again end as it did in Noah’s time. But this time it will be final with every case decided for eternity. The topic, “The Beast, the Dragon, and the Woman” is one that is a matter of life and death. It will be either your eternal life, or your second death. Every man and woman that has ever lived on the face of this planet, must die the second death for the sins they have committed in the flesh. You can choose however, to have Jesus’ death on the cross be your substitution second death, or you can die that second death yourself, that is described in Revelation 2:11; Revelation 20: 6, 14; Revelation 21:8. 

I further stated that God is giving a final call to this generation and most Christians are missing the call entirely. Most who think they are serving Jesus today will be in that vast throng to whom Jesus will say, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.” He will accuse them of being lawbreakers. Matthew 7:21-23 reads “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Jesus was speaking about last day Christians who were breaking God’s law. Which one? His fourth commandment regarding the 7th day Sabbath. 

Every Christian within the sound of my voice that rejects God’s 7th Day Sabbath and continues to honor the counterfeit Sabbath of the papacy, indirectly gives their worship to Satan who hates God, His law and His Sabbath. He has worked hard to get the adoration of almost the whole of the Christian world. But not the small remnant who honor God and keep His day holy. Revelation 12:17 recognizes this small group this way, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

God is calling His people to come out of the Babylon Protestant churches who follow the beast by honoring Sunday. What about you friend? Don’t use the devil’s excuse that it doesn’t matter which day we keep holy. God says it most certainly does.
Well time is up for this week, so be tuned next week as we begin a new study in God’s Word.

Friends, if you have enjoyed listening to Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts, I want you to expand on your learning from God’s Word. Therefore I am going to make available to you free of charge, a set of 27 Bible studies that deal in depth with these amazing topics. All you have to do is write to: Revelation Promises ~ P.O. Box 970 ~ South Hill, VA ~ 23970. 

If you would like to worship with seventh day Sabbath-keepers, come to the Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church in South Hill at 117 W. Danville Street, in the old Citizens Bank building, just a couple doors from the library.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come lord Jesus. 
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