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Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church

Today’s subject, “Beautiful Attitudes – from the Sermon on the Mount”

I first came into this message about 44 years ago. I have seen so much through the years. But do you know what I have witnessed, much to my dismay, over those many years? It seems that when people come into the knowledge of the truth that God has blessed this remnant church with, they catch fire. They want to go out and share what they have learned, with the whole world. They actually believe that everyone will be thrilled with this marvelous light. Oh and how Satan lays in wait for this inexperienced disseminator of truth.

But nobody seems to prepare them for the rejection and persecution they are about to face. Instead of being treated as a bearer of great news, they are scorned and treated almost like a diseased leper. Their family and friends turn on them and to a great degree, ridicule and persecute them. 

Some become discouraged, some even ashamed. And rather than lose the love and friendship of the family and the world, they choose to abandon Jesus and reestablish their former connections. 

Others choose to stay with the message and suffer reproach for Christ’s sake, however they take a lower profile. They will continue in the message, but not in the persecution. So they abandon the spreading of the gospel. Nominal Christianity, which means that one is a Christian in name only, seems to be a safer choice. But therein lies the danger. Satan has that person exactly where he wants them. Silent!

Many such SDA Christians, thinking they are maintaining a level path, have no idea that they are on the slippery slope down. Compromise and conformity to the world plays a larger role in this person’s life, then does Jesus. Criticizing this and that without taking an active role in the welfare of the church becomes commonplace and fault finding become almost a duty. The nominal Christian actually works hard at being lost.

Attitude does affect altitude. Today we are going to talk about the attitudes that Jesus would have us embrace, as we go back 1970 plus years to the sermon on the mount, and review the beautiful attitude. Shall we pray…

The Sermon on the Mount, though given especially to the disciples, was spoken in the hearing of the multitude. After the ordination of the apostles, Jesus went with them to the seaside. Here in the early morning the people had begun to assemble. The narrow beach did not afford even standing room within reach of His voice for all who desired to hear Him, and Jesus led the way back to the mountainside. Reaching a level space that offered a pleasant gathering place for the vast assembly, He seated Himself on the grass, and the disciples and the multitude followed His example.  

      With a feeling that something more than usual might be expected, they now pressed about their Master. They believed that the kingdom was soon to be established, and from the events of the morning they gathered assurance that some announcement concerning it was about to be made. 

A feeling of expectancy pervaded the multitude also, and eager faces gave evidence of the deep interest. As the people sat upon the green hillside, awaiting the words of the divine Teacher, their hearts were filled with thoughts of future glory. There were scribes and Pharisees who looked forward to the day when they should have dominion over the hated Romans, and possess the riches and splendor of the world's great empire. 

The poor peasants and fishermen hoped to hear the assurance that their wretched hovels, the scanty food, the life of toil, and fear of want were to be exchanged for mansions of plenty and days of ease. In place of the one coarse garment, which was their covering by day, and their blanket at night, they hoped that Christ would give them the rich and costly robes of their conquerors. All hearts thrilled with the proud hope that Israel was soon to be honored before the nations as the chosen of the Lord, and Jerusalem exalted as the head of a universal kingdom

Christ disappointed the hope of worldly greatness. In the Sermon on the Mount He sought to undo the work that had been wrought by false education, and to give His hearers a right conception of His kingdom and of His own character. Without combating their ideas of the kingdom of God, He told them the conditions of entrance therein, leaving them to draw their own conclusions as to its nature. The truths He taught are no less important to us than to the multitude that followed Him. We no less than they, need to learn the foundation principles of the kingdom of God.

     Christ's first words to the people on the mount were words of blessing. 

In Matthew 5:3 Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” What He was saying was, “Happy are they who recognize their spiritual poverty, and feel their need of redemption.” Brothers and sisters the gospel is to be preached to the poor. Not to the spiritually proud is it revealed, but to those who are humble and contrite. One fountain only has been opened for sin, a fountain for the poor in spirit.

     The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our title to heaven and our fitness for it are found in the righteousness of Christ. The Lord can do nothing toward the recovery of man until, convinced of his own weakness, and stripped of all self-sufficiency, he yields himself to the control of God. Then he can receive the gift that God is waiting to bestow. 

From the soul that feels his need, nothing is withheld. He has unrestricted access to Him in whom all fullness dwells. Isaiah 57:15,  "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones."  Yes, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

Matthew 5:4 "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted." By these words Christ does not teach that mourning in itself has power to remove the guilt of sin. The mourning of which He speaks does not consist in melancholy and lamentation. While we sorrow on account of sin, we are to rejoice in the precious privilege of being children of God.       

We often sorrow because our evil deeds bring unpleasant consequences to ourselves; but this is not repentance. Real sorrow for sin is the result of the working of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit reveals the ingratitude of the heart that has slighted and grieved the Savior, and brings us in contrition to the foot of the cross. By every sin Jesus is wounded afresh; and as we look upon Him whom we have pierced, we mourn for the sins that have brought anguish upon Him. Such mourning will lead to the renunciation of sin.  

     The worldling may pronounce this sorrow a weakness; but it is the strength, which binds the penitent to the Infinite One, with links that cannot be broken. It shows that the angels of God are bringing back to the soul the graces that were lost through hardness of heart and transgression. The tears of the penitent are only the raindrops that precede the sunshine of holiness. This sorrow heralds a joy, which will be a living fountain in the soul. Jeremiah 3:13,12. "Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God;" "and I will not cause Mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the Lord." 

Isaiah 61:3, "Unto them that mourn in Zion," He has appointed to give "beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."     

And for those also who mourn in trial and sorrow there is comfort. The bitterness of grief and humiliation is better than the indulgences of sin. Through affliction God reveals to us the plague spots in our characters, that by His grace we may overcome our faults. Unknown chapters in regard to ourselves are opened to us, and the test comes, whether we will accept the reproof and the counsel of God. When brought into trial, we are not to fret and complain. We should not rebel, or worry ourselves out of the hand of Christ. We are to humble the soul before God. The ways of the Lord are obscure to him who desires to see things in a light pleasing to himself. They appear dark and joyless to our human nature. But God's ways are ways of mercy and the end is salvation. 

Elijah had no idea what he was doing when in the desert he said that he had had enough of life, and prayed that he might die. The Lord in His mercy did not take him at his word. There was yet a great work for Elijah to do; and when his work was done, he was not to perish in discouragement and solitude in the wilderness. Not for him the descent into the dust of death, but the ascent in glory, with the convoy of celestial chariots, to the throne on high.  

     God's word for the sorrowing is, Isaiah 57:18 "I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners." 

Jeremiah 31:13 "I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow."

Yes, "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted."

Matthew 5:5   "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. " The difficulties we have to encounter may be very much lessened by that meekness which hides itself in Christ. If we possess the humility of our Master, we shall rise above the slights, the rebuffs, and the annoyances, to which we are daily exposed, and they will cease to cast a gloom over the spirit. The highest evidence of nobility in a Christian is self-control. He who under abuse or cruelty fails to maintain a calm and trustful spirit robs God of His right to reveal in him His own perfection of character. Lowliness of heart is the strength that gives victory to the followers of Christ; it is the token of their connection with the courts above. So you see my brothers and sisters, meekness is not weakness, it is strength under control.

 Psalm 138:6.  "Though the Lord be high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly." God tenderly regards those who reveal the meek and lowly spirit of Christ. They may be looked upon with scorn by the world, but they are of great value in His sight. Yes, "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth."

They will be among that number who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7:15. "Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them."

Matthew 5:6 "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness." The sense of unworthiness will lead the heart to hunger and thirst for righteousness, and this desire will not be disappointed. Those who make room in their hearts for Jesus will realize His love. All who long to bear the likeness of the character of God shall be satisfied. The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the work of the Spirit does not cease until the soul is conformed to His image. The pure element of love will expand the soul, giving it a capacity for higher attainments, for increased knowledge of heavenly things, so that it will not rest short of the fullness. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled."  

Matthew 5:7,8 “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” And, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” The merciful shall find mercy, and the pure in heart shall see God. Every impure thought defiles the soul, impairs the moral sense, and tends to obliterate the impressions of the Holy Spirit. It dims the spiritual vision, so that men cannot behold God. Do you see why Satan loves Adventists who love their televisions? Again, “Every impure thought defiles the soul, impairs the moral sense, and tends to obliterate the impressions of the Holy Spirit. It dims the spiritual vision, so that men cannot behold God.” DA 302.

The Lord may and does forgive the repenting sinner; but though forgiven, the soul is marred. That person who would have clear discernment of spiritual truth must shun all impurity of speech or of thought.  

Only the unselfish heart, the humble and trustful spirit, shall see God as He is described in Exodus 34:6. "merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth."      

Matthew 5:9 "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God." The peace of Christ is born of truth. It is harmony with God. The world is at enmity with the law of God; sinners are at enmity with their Maker; and as a result they are at enmity with one another. But the psalmist declares, Ps. 119:165, "Great peace have they which love Thy law: and nothing shall offend them." 

Mankind cannot manufacture peace. Human plans for the purification and uplifting of individuals or of society, will fail of producing peace, because they do not reach the heart. The only power that can create or perpetuate true peace is the grace of Christ. When this is implanted in the heart, it will cast out the evil passions that cause strife and dissension.

     After explaining what constitutes true happiness, and how it may be obtained, Jesus more definitely pointed out the duty of His disciples, as teachers chosen of God to lead others into the path of righteousness and eternal life. He knew that they would often suffer from disappointment and discouragement, that they would meet with decided opposition, that they would be insulted, and their testimony rejected. Well He knew that in the fulfillment of their mission, the humble men who listened so attentively to His words were to endure slander, torture, imprisonment, and death. He continued:  

Matthew 5:9-12 "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you."  

     The world loves sin, and hates righteousness, and this was the cause of its hostility to Jesus. All who refuse His infinite love will find Christianity a disturbing element. The light of Christ sweeps away the darkness that covers their sins, and the need of reform is made manifest. While those who yield to the influence of the Holy Spirit begin war with themselves, those who cling to sin war against the truth and its representatives.  

     That is how strife is created, and Christ's followers are accused as troublers of the people. But it is fellowship with God that brings them the world's enmity. They are bearing the reproach of Christ. They are treading the path that has been trodden by the noblest of the earth. Not with sorrow, but with rejoicing, should they meet persecution. Each fiery trial is God's agent for their refining. Each is fitting them for their work as co-laborers with Him. Each conflict has its place in the great battle for righteousness, and each will add to the joy of their final triumph. Having this in view, the test of their faith and patience will be cheerfully accepted, rather than dreaded and avoided. Anxious to fulfill their obligation to the world, fixing their desire upon the approval of God, His servants are to fulfill every duty, irrespective of the fear or the favor of men.  

     "Ye are the salt of the earth," Jesus said. Do not withdraw yourselves from the world in order to escape persecution.     

Hearts that respond to the influence of the Holy Spirit are the channels through which God's blessing flows. Were those who serve God removed from the earth, and His Spirit withdrawn from among men, this world would be left to desolation and destruction, the fruit of Satan's dominion. Though the wicked know it not, they owe even the blessings of this life to the presence, in the world, of God's people whom they despise and oppress. But if Christians are such in name only, compromising standards and conforming to the world so as not to appear peculiar and failing to uphold the pillars of our faith, they are like the salt that has lost its savor. They have no influence for good in the world. Through their misrepresentation of God they are worse than unbelievers.  

     "Ye are the light of the world." The Jews thought to confine the benefits of salvation to their own nation; but Christ showed them that salvation is like the sunshine. It belongs to the whole world. The religion of the Bible is not to be confined between the covers of a book, nor within the walls of a church. It is not to be brought out occasionally for our own benefit, and then to be carefully laid aside again. It is to sanctify the daily life, to manifest itself in every business transaction and in all our social relations.  

     True character is not shaped from without, and put on; it radiates from within. If we wish to direct others in the path of righteousness, the principles of righteousness must be enshrined in our own hearts. Our profession of faith may proclaim the theory of religion, but it is our practical piety that holds forth the word of truth. The consistent life, the holy conversation, the unswerving integrity, the active, benevolent spirit, the godly example, --these are the mediums through which light is conveyed to the world.

I make this appeal to you my brothers and sisters. In a little while we’re going home. We have but this lifetime to get it right. The enemy of souls wants his loss to be yours. He needs your cooperation. When probation ends soon, you cannot reverse the place you have chosen to be. To be almost saved…is to be totally lost. Your probation, my probation could end with the heart failing to produce its next scheduled beat. Eternity is nearer than we can imagine. Saved or lost is not God’s decision, it is ours. Be sober. Be ever vigilant. Study daily, pray constantly and embrace salvation. It is offered freely, but it wasn’t cheap. Start each day on your knees pleading for the divine power to meet that day’s trials and temptations. Victory is the reward of God’s faithful. Shall we pray….
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