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2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:

Notice the scripture does not say, “Whereby are given unto us promises.” It doesn’t even say, “Whereby are given unto us great promises.” Which would have been sufficient. No, God wants us to know that the promises that He has made to us are exceeding great, which goes far beyond great! And these promises are precious because they give us HOPE, and they build our FAITH, and since they are backed by the authority and power of God Himself, you may deposit every promise in your account in the bank of heaven, making withdrawals as needed.

There is one promise given to us by Jesus Himself when He walked amongst us that thrills the heart of every Christian. Let’s read it in John 14:1-3. 

  14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  

  14:2   In my Father's house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  

  14:3   And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there] ye may be also.  

“Let not your heart be troubled”. Jesus is telling us not to worry, not to be anxious, and not to be caught up in fear. He’s calling us to relax and trust. To worry and to be anxious is where Satan wants you to be. Then he can ask God, “Where is their faith?” How many situations have you ever fixed by worry? Jesus says, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me”. That entire God has said and promised, is as much as Jesus has said and promised, for Jesus said, “I and My Father are One”. “Believe also in Me” is preparing our hearts to hear an exceeding great and precious promise. He goes on, “In my Father's house are many mansions”

You have to love the KJV for mansion is a fit word for what God wants to give His loyal children. The open Bible says, “In my Father's house are many dwelling places”. No! That description is unacceptable for me. The poorest section in town has dwelling places. The NIV and the Revised Standard both say, “In my Father's house are many rooms”. I don’t know about you, but that’s worse yet! It sounds so small. If you’re faithful, you’ll get a room.

No, my God is far bigger than rooms and dwelling places. He’s a mansion God. It’s your eternal city home and it will be far above your desires and expectations. As the scripture says in 1 Cor. 2:9 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” Paul was referring to Isaiah 64:4 “For since the beginning of the world [men] have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, [what] he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.  

Feeble human language can’t describe it, but you better believe God is a mansion God. He loves you and for your faithful service and self-denial in this life, you will have a heavenly mansion that would make Bill Gates envy with earnest.

“In my Father's house are many mansions:” Jesus is telling us to believe and put our faith in what He says, because he adds  “if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.”

Now in verse 3, He states three exceeding great and precious promises that every Christian clings to with the fondest hope, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”.

Precious Promise #1- He assures us of His second coming. Not in humility, not in disgrace, not in naked shame and weary sorrow. No, No, He will come in MAJESTY, HONOR, POWER AND GREAT GLORY!!!!  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again!!!!!!  And with Him will be the Father and all the angels of heaven. What a day. 

Precious Promise #2- “and receive you unto myself” What a savior. He told us in the testimony of Jesus, if you were the only sinner that ever sinned, His infinite love for you is so strong that He would not have changed the plan of salvation one iota. He would still have died to redeem you. You are the object of His love and so He gives the promise that He will receive you unto Himself.

Precious Promise #3- “that where I am, there ye may be also.”  Eternally we will have the high and holy privilege to be in the presence of Jesus. Every Sabbath as we gather around God’s throne for worship, or once a month as we come to the city to enjoy the precious fruit we pluck and eat from the tree of life. We will be in His loving presence and no man and no circumstance will ever deprive you of that joy.

There are many cities today on planet earth, whose architects and builders have long ago departed from this life. Some who now live, plan and dream of bigger buildings and cities with greater splendor. But it is for naught. One day they will all crumble into the dust, when the whole earth shakes during the 7th plague.

But there is an architect and a builder of the city wherein is a mansion being prepared for you. Turn to Hebrews 11:6 “But now they desire a better [country], that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.”

This city has a name. Find a text and raise your hand and give me the scripture that gives me this city’s name. (Rev. 21:2) New Jerusalem

The scriptures give us amazing detail on the size of this city. I want a scripture that tells me if this city is round, square or rectangular, plus I want to know the physical measurements. (Rev 21:16)

City lies 4 square (perfectly square) and is 12,000 furlongs. Some Bibles say a furlong is 1/10 of a mile, some say 1/9 of a mile.  But it is generally accepted today that a furlong is 1/8 of a mile, 220 yards. Therefore 12,000 furlongs is 1,500 miles. 4 Square would be 375 miles on each side. That’s 140,625 square miles. Hoboken, NJ is one square mile. That means you can fit 140,625 Hobokens inside the land area of the New Jerusalem.

To give you and even better idea of how immense the land area of New Jerusalem is, I checked the land areas of 9 states in the Rand McNally road atlas. You can fit inside the walls of this city, the land area of Virginia (39,598 sq. mi.); West Virginia (24,087 sq. mi.); Pennsylvania (44,820 sq. mi.); Maryland (9,775 sq. mi.) and Delaware (1,955 sq. mi.). But that’s not all. There’s still enough room for the land area of New Jersey (7,419 sq. mi.); Connecticut (4,485 sq. mi.); Massachusetts (7,838 sq. mi.); Rhode Island (1,045 sq. mi.) and still have a land area of 6,662 sq miles left over. That means you can still put in another Connecticut and another Delaware plus 222 Hobokens. When God makes a city He doesn’t think small.

Here’s another view at the size of the city. Now let’s say your city mansion sat on a 10,000 square foot property. There could be another 390,297,600 such mansion properties, and that’s ranch level, we’re not even talking high-rise.

God talks about the walls that completely surround the city. Tell me what they are made of and how high are they? Give me your hand when you find a text. (Rev 21:17,18) 

The walls are made of clear jasper with radiance and brilliance beyond description. These walls are 144 cubits high. A cubit is 18”. Imagine 216’ high walls, that’s close to 20 stories high of clear jasper. 

And in these walls are gates. Tell me how many and what they’re made of. Give me your hand when you find a text. (Rev 21:12,13, 21) The city has 12 gates, three on each side, each one a single pearl. Surely the gate must be as wide as it is high. There are ladies here on earth who like to show off their cultured pearls, but our God will show us 12 pearl gates, each about 47,000 square feet in size.

You can’t build a house without a foundation. Here we make foundations with concrete blocks or concrete walls, but our God has made a city with dazzling foundations. Tell me how many foundations and what are they made of? Give me your hand when you find a text. (Rev 21:14,20) The city has 12 full complete foundations, each one made of a precious stone, with every color of the rainbow. No doubt from a distance, the city will appear to be resting on a rainbow.

Listen, God doesn’t want His people decorating their bodies with jewels and gold and silver.  He wants us to be so filled with Jesus, that people will see something in our countenance far more precious than jewels. They are to see the meek and quiet spirit of Jesus coming through, and that’s what they’ll want. The peace and joy of a Christ filled life is of far greater value than all the trinkets in today’s world. Yes God made jewels to be looked at and admired, not to be worn to call attention to self. And He tells us in scripture that heaven will be filled with jewels.

How about the streets of the New Jerusalem? What are they made of? Give me your hand when you find a text. (Rev 21:21) The streets of the city are pure gold and transparent as glass.

Talk about appearance. Can you imagine the divine light from the glory of God’s presence, as it fills the whole city? And then the precious stone foundations reflecting back the light in all the colors of the rainbow through the clear golden streets, and shimmering colors dancing on those beautiful jasper walls. Can you picture it? It’s a breathtaking majesty and purity that John compares to a bride adorned for her husband. That’s not all. 

What phenomenal feature of this city assures every citizen eternal vigor and youth?  Give me your hand when you find a text. (Rev 22:2) So here we have the river of life which proceeds from the throne of God. On each side of the river is a single tree which is joined at the top. Spreading its branches in all directions, laden with a different life sustaining fruit every month, and its leaves will contain a marvelous quality that carries the healing power that requires no doctor’s prescription. Not that there would be a pain requiring a remedy. Just additional provisions from God’s bountiful storehouse.

We have exceeding great and precious promises regarding God’s people who enter His kingdom:

1. God and Jesus will be there. Rev 21:3

2. We’ll never be bored. Ps. 16:11

3. No more death, pain, tears, sorrow, sickness, hospitals, operations, tragedies,  disappointments, troubles, hunger, thirst, funeral parlors or cemeteries. Rev 21:3; 22:3; 7:16.

4.  Never get tired. Isa. 40:31

5. Every saved person will be physically whole in every way. Isa. 35:5,6

6. All evil will forever be shut out of God’s kingdom and universe. Rev. 21:8,27; 22:15.

The vast oceans that cover ¾ of the earth’s surface will be no more, as the whole world will be one huge garden of unsurpassed beauty interspersed with lakes, rivers, rolling hills and smooth surfaced mountains. Today’s deserts will blossom as a rose. The animals will all be tame and there will not be any more flesh eaters. Little children will play with and lead the lions. 

We’ll be able to build our own country homes. There certainly will be no rush. We’ll plant vineyards and orchards and gardens filled with never fading flowers and trees.

Often we’ll be treated to the rapturous music of choirs singing and yes we’ll even hear God sing. Zeph. 3:17.

And there we will meet the patriarchs and the prophets. Yes you will meet your favorite Bible character. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Samuel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John the Baptist and John the Revelator, James his brother, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Jesus and Peter. How about Paul and Barnabas, and the pioneers of the Seventh Day Adventist church and James and Ellen G. White.

But you know one treat I long to see? When the wicked have been destroyed and the fire has gone out and the New Jerusalem has settled into its permanent position, I long to stand near Adam. Just to see his face as earth is recreated by Jesus into the edenic paradise it once was before that one careless act of disobedience that plunged this world into the 6,000 plus years of a miserable nightmare. 930 years he watched as death struck both the human family and nature. Surely his heart will race when Jesus puts His arms around Adam and lovingly smiles as He invites Him to enjoy eternity anew where sorrow is forever gone.

There is a lot to imagine about how beautiful each moment of eternity will be. But what will compare with the moment that Jesus shares an embrace with you and thanks you personally for keeping a strong faith in the face of severe trials. Thanking you for vindicating the character of God before the universe, by showing as a partaker of the divine nature, you could keep the commandments of God, and that you could do all things through Christ who strengthened you. 

Down Victory Lane He leads you as you eye one beautiful mansion after another, no two alike. Each one indescribably beautiful and then as you approach Hallelujah Boulevard, there on the corner is a mansion that takes your breath away. As Jesus leads you up the golden stairs He turns to you and says, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, enter thou into the joy of thy lord as My Father knew this would be the mansion that would be above your hearts desire. 

No mortgage. No locks. Every room tastefully furnished to your heart’s delight. What more could God have done? All of God’s treasures are yours to share for eternity as you are a rightful heir in the family of God.

You didn’t give up. You trusted in the promises. The exceeding great and precious promises. Let us pray. 
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