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You know it’s very possible for a born again, blood washed, repentant sinner, who has been imputed with the righteousness of Christ and thereby justified, living a sanctified life by the impartation of the power from on high through the agency of the Holy Spirit, yes all of this they can be and are, yet still, they can be an agent of Satan.

How is that possible you say? It is possible because of a failure to be vigilant. A careless second when the guard is down and one gets caught up in the current event and yields their character to the enemy’s attack. It could be a moment of rage on the highway or reacting to a hostile, verbal assault. Or possibly in a phone conversation with a friend, when the reputation of another is brought into the valley of evil surmising, then gossip ensues. Or it could be an evil thought that is allowed to fester in the mind’s workshop and the evil thought germinates into unhealthy thoughts of evil. It is not the evil thought that is the sin, rather when we allow those thoughts to deepen and broaden that we give life to the sin, then that betrays our profession. Understand, Satan will always put the evil thoughts into the mind, it is our Christian duty to immediately dismiss them with a thus saith the Lord.

Yes even the most sincere and dedicated Christian among us can at any time allow himself or herself to aid Satan in his cause of rebellion.

I think back when I was a child, I used to hurry home from school so that I could watch Art Linkletter’s program, “Kids say the darndest things”. And sometimes children will say things that are mind boggling classics and you wonder where they did they come up with such a thing? This true story was related in an article called, “Stories You Can Tell In Church.” It kind of fits what we will be talking about today. Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to her mother, "Why is the bride dressed in white?" Her mother answered, “Because white is the color of happiness, and today is the happiest day of her life." Well the child thought about this for a moment, then she said, "So why is the groom wearing black?" From her mother’s answer, her little mind saw a problem at the altar.

Today’s sermon, “John or Judas – Which Are You?” We are going to look at these two men and hopefully we can see where our Christian walk is leading us, Shall we pray….

The confiding love and unselfish devotion manifested in the life and character of John present lessons of untold value to the Christian church. John did not naturally possess the loveliness of character that his later experience revealed. By nature he had serious defects. He was not only proud, self-assertive, and ambitious for honor, but also impetuous, and resentful under injury. He and his brother were called "sons of thunder." Evil temper, the desire for revenge, the spirit of criticism, was all in the beloved disciple. But beneath all this the divine Teacher discerned the ardent, sincere, loving heart. Jesus rebuked this self-seeking, disappointed his ambitions and tested his faith. But He revealed to him that for which his soul longed--the beauty of holiness, the transforming power of love.  

     The defects in John's character came strongly to the front on several occasions during his personal association with the Savior. At one time Christ sent messengers before Him into a village of the Samaritans, requesting the people to prepare refreshments for Him and His disciples. But when the Savior approached the town, He appeared to be desirous of passing on toward Jerusalem. This aroused the envy of the Samaritans, and instead of inviting Him to tarry with them; they withheld the courtesies, which they would have given to a common wayfarer. Jesus never urges His presence upon any, and the Samaritans lost the blessing, which would have been, granted them had they solicited Him to be their guest.  

     The disciples knew that it was the purpose of Christ to bless the Samaritans by His presence; and the coldness, jealousy, and disrespect shown to their Master filled them with surprise and indignation. James and John especially were aroused. That He whom they so highly reverenced should be thus treated seemed to them a wrong too great to be passed over without immediate punishment. In their zeal they said, "Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?" referring to the destruction of the Samaritan captains and their companies sent out to take the prophet Elijah. They were surprised to see that Jesus was pained by their words, and still more surprised as His rebuke fell upon their ears. Jesus said in Luke 9:54-56, "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." 

It is no part of Christ's mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and men actuated by his spirit, who seek to compel the conscience. Yes if we so much as attempt to require another soul, friend, relative or stranger to obeying God’s law, we become agents of Satan, as God never requires anyone to serve Him. Instead of drawing that person to Christ by love, we may cause a permanent injury to their souls and thereby frustrate the working of the Holy Spirit. Love and love alone is the force that touches the heart. Under a pretense of zeal for righteousness, men who are confederated with evil angels sometimes bring suffering upon their fellow men in order to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is ever showing mercy, ever seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no rival in the soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desires only voluntary service, the willing surrender of the heart under the constraint of love.  

     On another occasion James and John presented through their mother a petition requesting that they might be permitted to occupy the highest positions of honor in Christ's kingdom. Notwithstanding Christ's repeated instruction concerning the nature of His kingdom, these young disciples still cherished the hope for a Messiah who would take His throne and kingly power in accordance with the desires of men. Turn to Matthew 20:21-23. The mother, coveting with them the place of honor in this kingdom for her sons, asked, "Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on Thy right hand, and the other on the left, in Thy kingdom."  

     But the Savior answered, "Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" They recalled His mysterious words pointing to trial and suffering, yet answered confidently, "We are able." They would count it highest honor to prove their loyalty by sharing all that was to befall their Lord.  

     "Ye shall drink indeed of My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with," Christ declared, before Him a cross instead of a throne, two malefactors His companions at His right hand and at His left. James and John were to be sharers with their Master in suffering, James, destined to swift-coming death by the sword as the first of the martyred apostles; the other, John, longest of all the disciples to follow his Master in labor and reproach and persecution. "But to sit on My right hand, and on My left," He continued, "is not Mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of My Father." 

Jesus understood the motive that prompted the request and thus reproved the pride and ambition of the two disciples, as He continued in verses 25-28: "The princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

     In the kingdom of God, position is not gained through favoritism. It is not earned, nor is it received through an arbitrary bestowal. It is the result of character. The crown and the throne are the tokens of a condition attained--tokens of self-conquest through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

     Long afterward, when John had been brought into sympathy with Christ through the fellowship of His sufferings, the Lord Jesus revealed to him what is the condition of nearness to His kingdom. Revelation 3:21. "To him that overcometh," Christ said, "will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne." 

The one who stands nearest to Christ will be he who has drunk most deeply of His spirit of self-sacrificing love, love that "vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, . . . seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil" (1 Corinthians 13:4, 5), love that moves the disciple, as it moved our Lord, to give all, to live and labor and sacrifice even unto death, for the saving of humanity.  

     At another time during their early evangelistic labors, James and John met one who, while not an acknowledged follower of Christ, was casting out devils in His name. The disciples forbade the man to work and thought they were right in doing this. But when they laid the matter before Christ, He reproved them, saying in Mark 9:39, "Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name, that can lightly speak evil of Me." None who showed themselves in any way friendly to Christ were to be repulsed. The disciples must not indulge a narrow, exclusive spirit, but must manifest the same far-reaching sympathy, which they had seen in their Master. James and John had thought that in checking this man they had in view the Lord's honor; but they began to see that they were jealous for their own. They acknowledged their error and accepted the reproof. John became fully aware of what he was, but he saw in Jesus what he wanted to be.

     The lessons of Christ, setting forth meekness and humility and love as essential to growth in grace and a fitness for His work, were of the highest value to John. He treasured every lesson and constantly sought to bring his life into harmony with the divine pattern. John had begun to discern the glory of Christ--not the worldly pomp and power for which he had been taught to hope, but "the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." John 1:14.

     The depth and fervor of John's affection for his Master was not the cause of Christ's love for him, but the effect of that love. John desired to become like Jesus, and under the transforming influence of the love of Christ he did become meek and lowly. Self was hid in Jesus. Above all his companions, John yielded himself to the power of that wondrous life. He says in 1 John 1:2, "The life was manifested, and we have seen it." And in  John 1:16.  "And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for grace." John knew the Savior by an experimental knowledge. His Master's lessons were graven on his soul. When he testified of the Savior’s grace, his simple language was eloquent with the love that pervaded his whole being.  

     It was John's deep love for Christ, which led him always to desire to be close by His side. The Savior loved all the Twelve, but John's was the most receptive spirit. He was younger than the others, and with more of the child's confiding trust he opened his heart to Jesus. Thus he came more into sympathy with Christ, and through him the Savior’s deepest spiritual teaching was communicated to the people.  

     Jesus loves those who represent the Father, and John could talk of the Father's love as no other of the disciples could. He revealed to his fellow men that which he felt in his own soul, representing in his character the attributes of God. The glory of the Lord was expressed in his face. The beauty of holiness, which had transformed him, shone with a Christ-like radiance from his countenance. In adoration and love he beheld the Savior until likeness to Christ and fellowship with Him became his one desire, and in his character was reflected the character of his Master

John's was a nature that longed for love, for sympathy and companionship. He pressed close to Jesus, sat by His side, leaned upon His breast. As a flower drinks the sun and dew, so did he drink in the divine light and life. In adoration and love he beheld the Savior, until likeness to Christ and fellowship with Him became his one desire, and in his character was reflected the character of his Master.  

John later wrote in 1 John 3:1-3. "Behold," he said, "what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure." 

On the other hand, there was Judas. While Jesus was preparing the disciples for their ordination, one who had not been summoned urged his presence among them. It was Judas Iscariot in Matt. 8:19, a man who professed to be a follower of Christ, who now came forward, soliciting a place in this inner circle of disciples. With great earnestness and apparent sincerity he declared, "Master, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest." Jesus neither repulsed nor welcomed him, but uttered only the mournful words in verse 20, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." Judas believed Jesus to be the Messiah; and by joining the apostles, he hoped to secure a high position in the new kingdom. This hope Jesus designed to cut off by the statement of His poverty. Can you imagine the Creator of the universe did not so much as own a pillow for His head, only the clothes on His back. 

     The disciples were anxious that Judas should become one of their number. He was of commanding appearance, a man of keen discernment and executive ability, and they commended him to Jesus as one who would greatly assist Him in His work. They were surprised that Jesus received him so coolly.  

     The disciples had been much disappointed that Jesus had not tried to secure the co-operation of the leaders in Israel. They felt that it was a mistake not to strengthen His cause by securing the support of these influential men. If He had repulsed Judas, they would, in their own minds, have questioned the wisdom of their Master. The after history of Judas would show them the danger of allowing any worldly consideration to have weight in deciding the fitness of men for the work of God. The co-operation of such men as the disciples were anxious to secure would have betrayed the work into the hands of its worst enemies.

     Yet when Judas joined the disciples, he was not insensible to the beauty of the character of Christ. He felt the influence of that divine power which was drawing souls to the Savior. He who came not to break the bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax would not repulse this soul while even one desire was reaching toward the light.

The Savior read the heart of Judas; He knew the depths of iniquity to which, unless delivered by the grace of God, Judas would sink. In connecting this man with Himself, He placed him where he might, day by day, be brought in contact with the outflowing of His own unselfish love. If he would open his heart to Christ, divine grace would banish the demon of selfishness, and even Judas might become a subject of the kingdom of God.  

     God takes men as they are, with the human elements in their character, and trains them for His service, if they will be disciplined and learn of Him. They are not chosen because they are perfect, but notwithstanding their imperfections, that through the knowledge and practice of the truth, through the grace of Christ, they may become transformed into His image.  

     Judas had the same opportunities as had the other disciples. He listened to the same precious lessons. But the practice of the truth, which Christ required, was at variance with the desires and purposes of Judas, and he would not yield his ideas in order to receive wisdom from Heaven.  

     How tenderly the Savior dealt with him who was to be His betrayer! In His teaching, Jesus dwelt upon principles of benevolence that struck at the very root of covetousness. He presented before Judas the heinous character of greed, and many a time the disciple realized that his character had been portrayed, and his sin pointed out; but he would not confess and forsake his unrighteousness. He was self-sufficient, and instead of resisting temptation, he continued to follow his fraudulent practices. Christ was before him, a living example of what he must become if he reaped the benefit of the divine mediation and ministry; but lesson after lesson fell unheeded on the ears of Judas.  

     Jesus dealt him no sharp rebuke for his covetousness, but with divine patience bore with this erring man, even while giving him evidence that He read his heart as an open book. He presented before him the highest incentives for right doing; and in rejecting the light of Heaven, Judas would be without excuse.  

Instead of walking in the light, Judas chose to retain his defects. Evil desires, revengeful passions, dark and sullen thoughts, were cherished, until Satan had full control of the man. Judas became a representative of the enemy of Christ.

     When he came into association with Jesus, he had some precious traits of character that might have been made a blessing to the church. If he had been willing to wear the yoke of Christ, he might have been among the chief of the apostles; but he hardened his heart when his defects were pointed out, and in pride and rebellion chose his own selfish ambitions, and thus unfitted himself for the work that God would have given him to do.  

At the last supper, Judas, in choosing his position at the table, had tried to place himself first, and Christ as a servant served him first. John, toward whom Judas had felt so much bitterness, was left till the last. But the converted John did not take this as a rebuke or a slight.

Judas, who had both time and opportunity to know Jesus, as did John, squandered every chance to rid himself of his evil nature. It was there at the last supper that Judas remembered what occurred in the home of Simon. How Mary had washed Jesus feet with the precious ointment and when he had pointed out how the ointment could have been sold at a great price, with the proceeds distributed to the poor, the look of rebuke Jesus gave him was one that read his evil intent. With a hardened heart he left the upper room determined to finalize the betrayal of God incarnate.

Judas portrayed for the church the type of character void of the characteristics of Jesus, and why total surrender of self is so necessary to ultimate salvation of the soul. One tiny, lasting shred of self in the character is just enough material for Satan to work eternal destruction of the possessor, and make a Judas out of that one who almost loves Jesus enough. It is that favorite sin that self just won’t give up for Jesus that will be the straw the broke the camel’s back. Judas wanted what this world offered. He sold God for thirty pieces of silver. Today there are those in the church who would betray Him for less. 

And when the content of all the evil in his heart, through the foulness of his dastardly deeds was rightly understood in his conscious mind, he could no longer stand his worthless existence and he took his own life at the end of a rope on a dead tree. Judas should be a lesson to every Christian in every age at the eternal costs that may be involved in clinging to remnants of self, especially this generation as we stand poised on the edge of eternity, ready to enter the promised land.

 However, the confiding love and unselfish devotion manifested in the life and character of John present lessons of untold value to the Christian church. Some may represent him as possessing this love independent of divine grace; but John had, by nature, serious defects of character; he was proud and ambitious, and quick to resent slight and injury.  

     The depth and fervor of John's affection for his Master was not the cause of Christ's love for him, but the effect of that love. John desired to become like Jesus, and under the transforming influence of the love of Christ, he became meek and lowly of heart. Self was hid in Jesus. He was closely united to the Living Vine, and thus became a partaker of the divine nature. Such will ever be the result of communion with Christ. This is true sanctification.  

     There may be marked defects in the character of an individual, yet when he becomes a true disciple of Jesus, the power of divine grace makes him a new creature. Christ's love transforms, sanctifies him. But when persons profess to be Christians, and their religion does not make them better men and better women in all the relations of life--living representatives of Christ in disposition and character--they are none of His.

John or Judas, whose character do you most see in your own life? We were all once very much like John and Judas were before Jesus came into their lives. But what lasting effects has Jesus had on your life since then? It is true that if you put a plate of butter and a plate of clay in the suns rays, the butter will melt and the clay will harden. And so with the heart of the Christian when their character flaws are exposed to the Son of Righteousness. Have you experienced like John how the defects when exposed are immediately disposed of? Or like Judas when defects of character or seemingly little cherished sins are exposed, that self rises up and the heart hardens and refusal to follow all the way holds sway? Brothers and sisters such a character can never enter the New Jerusalem. 

John or Judas. Which one are you?   

Shall we pray…

PAGE  
1

