Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

This weeks subject is one that has caused controversy amongst Christians for the last 16 centuries. In Revelation 1:10, John said I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. That is Sunday, isn’t it? This week we will discover the awesome truth and amazing facts from the Bible, which makes the understanding of this subject crystal clear.

Most of Christianity believes Sunday is the Lord’s Day. I was raised a Methodist and for the first 21 years of my life I believed it because my pastor said it was so. My wife was raised Roman Catholic and here priest said it was so. Sunday had always seemed so sacred to me. But this is not a question that should be answered by any man, nor by what feels right. This is a question God alone can answer through His Word the Bible. And remember, the Bible always interprets itself. 

Did you know the word Sunday is not in the Bible? All references to Sunday are “the first day of the week,” just as Friday and Saturday are not in the Bible either. They are called the sixth day and the seventh day respectively.

So in order for us to conclusively accept that Sunday is the Lord’s Day, God must have made that connection somewhere in the New Testament. As any Bible scholar readily knows, the seventh day Saturday, was the Sabbath in the Old Testament. So what we must find is two things and this is very important, as we all want to be in harmony with the will of God. 

First we must find the Lord’s Day connected to the first day and second we must find a scripture showing God changed the Sabbath to the first day. That is fair as only God can make something holy, as man does not have that authority.

Careful study will find the first day of the week mentioned 8 times in the N.T. We use the King James Version.

Let us now examine the first five. 

Matthew 28:1 “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.” Well that doesn’t connect the Lord’s Day as the first day and it does not show God changed the Sabbath. It only shows that the Sabbath had just ended and the first day had just dawned. Well let’s look at the second reference. 

Mark 16:1,2 “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.” 

Well that reference doesn’t tell us anything different, so let’s look at the next one, Mark 16:9 “Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. No luck there either. We have only been able to establish clearly that Jesus arose on the first day of the week. Let’s now look at

Luke 24:1 “Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.”  No, not here either. Let’s check our fifth reference, John 20:1. “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher.”  

Notice that the five references we have checked so far are similar in content and do not satisfy as they refer to the women who come to the tomb on the first day of the week, after the Sabbath was past, and find that Jesus had already risen. The first day we now call Easter Sunday.

Our sixth New Testament reference is found in John 20:19. “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”

It was the same day Jesus rose from the dead. It was not a religious meeting, as the disciples did not believe Jesus had risen and they were assembled for fear of the Jews. That means they were afraid for their lives and were trying to figure out what to do next. Then Jesus appeared. This verse does not satisfy either. 

That leaves only two references left in the whole New Testament that speak of the first day, the day we now call Sunday. Scripture #7 is Acts 20:7,8.

“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.” 

What these verses are describing is a meeting on what we now call Saturday night. In Bible times days began at sundown. They had a full day on the Sabbath and the sun had set and the first day of the week began. But this first day meeting was occurring on the dark part of the day, which precedes the light part. It was Saturday night and it continued till midnight. Paul had to catch a ship when it was daylight, Sunday morning. He wanted to spend as much time as possible with these people before leaving on his journey. They were not having a communion service. What they were having was a fellowship dinner. Breaking bread was often the term used for having a meal. For example Acts 2:46 says “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,” These verses do not mention Sunday, the first day of the week, in connection with the Lord’s day.

We now come to the final verse. 1 Corinthians 16:1-3  “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.”  

This was not a Sunday meeting with an offering being taken. Paul was instructing through his epistle to the church at Corinth, that all the believers at the churches in Galatia and Corinth were to put some money aside for the poor Jewish Christian brethren in Jerusalem. They typically finished their regular workweek on the sixth day, the day of preparation. Then kept the seventh day holy according to the commandment, and did their business accounting on the first day of the week. That was the time to set funds aside for their fellow believers in Jerusalem, so that when Paul came through, there would not have to be a special collection. It was to be laid by in store.

None of the previous eight Scriptures connected the Lord’s Day to the first day of the week. And there is no scripture in the N.T. that shows God changed the Sabbath to the first day either. Does God connect the Lord’s Day to any other day? Matthew 12:8   “For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.” (Lord, day).  

Two weeks ago in our broadcast on “Creation’s Creators,” we learned that Jesus as Creator, made the Sabbath on the seventh day, proclaimed it on Mt. Sinai and wrote it in stone. We also learned that Jesus in the flesh declared the perpetuity of the Ten Commandments in Matthew 5:17,18, when He said, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  “By the words of Jesus’ own mouth He has clearly stated all 10 commandments would remain in effect.

Do the Ten Commandments identify the Lord’s Day? Look at Exodus 20:10 “But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God.” (Day, Lord). 

Friends the Bible interprets itself. Now let’s look at Isaiah 58:13. “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:”

Did you hear what this verse is saying? Remember Satan hates God and He hates God’s law. Do you know what else he hates? He hates God’s Sabbath. So it was his objective to get God’s professed people to trample all over the Sabbath (Saturday). That’s why God says in the verse we just read, to turn away our foot from the Sabbath. Saturday is the busiest day of the week for most people. And God is far from their thoughts.

Then it was his objective to get the Christian world to worship on the counterfeit Sabbath, Sunday, the day which had it’s origin in the Pagan worship of the sun. And that never really happened until the 4th century after Christ in Rome. So Jesus kept the seventh day Sabbath, the real Lord’s Day,

the apostles kept the seventh day Sabbath and the early Christian church kept the seventh day Sabbath. Not until the 4th century, when the Pagan emperor Constantine became a Christian, did the Christians ever keep another Sabbath but the seventh day Saturday. 

And why did the bishops at Rome change the Sabbath the seventh day to Sunday the first day? To appease the demand of the first day sun worshipping Pagan world, as that was a requirement of Constantine, if he was to use his influence to have the Pagans embrace Christianity. And so the bishops at Rome made the requested compromises. They reasoned that Jesus rose on Sunday; therefore they (man) changed God’s Sabbath with no Scriptural authority.

What did Jesus say about anyone who would tamper with one of God’s Commandments? Matthew 5:19  “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  

Understand dear listener, this is not a man’s private interpretation. Jesus Himself declared this, and He states in Psalm 89:34 “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” Malachi 3:6 “For I am the LORD, I change not”
The question therefore is, “should we keep Sunday in honor of the resurrection?” That is indeed an interesting question, but we need to find the answer in the Bible, since Jesus never commanded any change in the Sabbath commandment. We read from the hand of Paul in Romans 6:3-6. 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:”  

Do you see? We have baptism to celebrate His resurrection. And that’s in harmony with God’s word.

Last week we learned that the seven annual Sabbath days, those that were part of the Law of Moses, were nailed to the cross. But God’s moral law the ten commandments, with the fourth commandment that identifies the true Lord’s Day, is still in effect.

David the Psalmist concluded in Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.  

Well friends these are the awesome truths from God’s word and no man has the authority to say God spoke when God has not spoken.  

If you would like to worship this seventh day Lord’s day, come and visit us this Saturday at Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church, 117 W. Danville Street in South Hill. 

Next Week we’re going to look at another very controversial subject: “Left Behind. The Secret Rapture?”
And be sure to read Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts every Sunday on page 6A in the Sunday South Hill Enterprise.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:38, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Come lord Jesus. 
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